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THREE June Main Meetings at 2pm 
Wednesday 1st June at the Green Centre, Gresham Road, Dines Green, WR2 5QS 
Geoff Tristam  A Lifetime of Watching Paint Dry 
Geoff has been a professional artist and cartoonist for over 40 years, working for diverse clients 
such as Penguin Books, Embassy World Snooker, the BBC and Tarmac. He has created artwork 
featuring the likes of Jonathan Ross, Ian Botham, Jeremy Clarkson, Alan Shearer, Ayrton Senna, David 
Vine, and virtually every snooker player of note.  
He has designed lots of book covers, several record sleeves for bands including UB40 as well as 
postage stamps.  In 2016 Stratford-upon-Avon asked him to create the town’s 400th-anniversary 
portrait of William Shakespeare, an assignment about which he is justly very proud.  

   Meet and Greet Welcome with tea/coffee and biscuits – thank you Discussion 2 
 
 
Wednesday 15th June via ZOOM 
Dr Ian Bedford  The Butterfly Garden and the Changing Environment 
What is a butterfly and how do you tell a butterfly from a moth?  What species can we find in 
Britain and how are they coping with a changing climate?  Many species of Britain’s butterflies are 
in serious decline, but why, and can we do anything to help them in our gardens?  Dr Bedford was a 
Research Entomologist, but since retirement has worked as an independent Entomologist, offering 
advice to companies that are developing environmentally safer plant protection products.  He also 
promotes and encourages wildlife-friendly home gardening. 
 
 
Wednesday 29th June at Warndon Hub, Shap Drive, Warndon, WR4 9NX 
Joan Prout   Found by My Family 
Joan is a long-standing member of Worcester u3a, and grew up always knowing she was adopted, 
but with no other details of her birth and background.  Imagine her amazement when, in November 
2018, she discovered she had not just one, but FIVE younger siblings – all with the same mother 
and father.  Joan will describe how she was found by her family and the underlying story.  It’s a tale 
that’s often sad and sometimes shocking – but it does have a very happy ending! 

   
 
 

 

 

Meet and Greet Welcome with tea/coffee and biscuits – thank you Advanced 
French and French for Beginners 
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Speakers for July 2022 at 2pm  
 

Wednesday 13th July via ZOOM 
Jacqui Hulse   A Glimpse into the mind of a Dangerous Narcissist! 
     
Wednesday 27th July at Warndon Hub, Shap Drive, Warndon, WR4 9NX 
Dr David Webster  Tales of a Bush Doctor 
 

Bring-a-Friend Summer programme 
We love being members of Worcester u3a.  But do you have some friends  
who are curious about what we get up to?  This is a super opportunity 
to bring them along to our June and July Main Meetings so that they 
will get an idea of what goes on with u3a, see if they like us, and perhaps 
decide to join us.  They will be most welcome. 
 
From 1st June, new members pay the annual subscription and get up to 15 months 
membership (£35 Standard and £47 Additional Hours members).  This means they don’t have 
to renew in September and can enjoy a full year’s activities as soon as they join. 
 
A snapshot of the many events, trips, and activities that will be going on over the next 
3 months is included with this edition of What’s New, so get out your diaries – and if you would 
like to bring a friend to one of the activities, please contact the organiser. 
 

 Tuesday 21st June  - KEEP THE MORNING FREE – drop in between 
10-12 midday at the Methodist Church Hall, Pump Street.  There’ll be  
tea or coffee from 10.15-11.45 - and we would love you to bring a friend.   
This u3a coffee morning is being held to say hello to new members, and 
to have a good old catch up with present members.  The venue is in 
the centre of town just behind the High Street in Worcester City 
Centre, and details will be sent out in an email and will also be on the 
website under Events https://u3asites.org.uk/worcester 
 

Beryl Curtis, our Membership Secretary, has sent a little note: 
• Thanks to all members who have responded to my request to pass on their emergency 

contact details.  We hope they will not be needed!  

• If you know anyone who wants to join our u3a, please encourage them to join in June, 
July or August.  They will then have the opportunity of joining in the summer 
programme.  And, a further plus, their membership will last until September 2023. 

 

Ever fancied being a DJ? 
Perhaps you could lend a hand setting up our sound and projection at the Main Meetings.  Come 
and see how it’s done and give a helping hand to Roger Marston our Technical Adviser. 
technical@worcesteru3a.org or 01905 887579 and leave a message 
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Local History 2 
      Carolyn Clarke, Group Leader of Local History 2, has 
      been in touch. ‘Meetings are focused on exploring local 
      history, with the occasional invited speakers and two 
      visits and one social event every year.  Local History
      Group members are encouraged to share their findings
      amongst the group and support other members  
      interested in discovering more about the history of 
      Worcester and its neighbouring towns.  

      Local history is an extremely popular subject within u3a 
      and there are, in all, four groups set up to encourage an 
      interest in the local history around us.  Our programme 
      also includes reciprocal talks by other Worcester u3a 
members.  However, if presenting is not your ‘thing’, don’t worry, because for many years ‘mini 
presentations’, when members just talk to the group for a few minutes about a local topic that 
interests them, have been a popular and integral part of our meetings and an important means of 
knowledge sharing.  

Visits are always a highlight, and this year we have had a guided tour of Tudor House and ‘Charter 
Walk’.  Paul Harding from Discover History took us to all the places associated with Worcester’s 
1621 Charter.  The mayor at that time, Edward Hurdman, was instrumental in ensuring that the 
Charter created laws to encourage Worcester’s thriving broadcloth manufacture and banned the 
construction of thatched roofs in the city centre (which arguably preserved the medieval 
character of Worcester in areas such as Friar Street).  The Charter also effectively transferred the 
power from the high bailiff to the mayor and created Worcester City and County Council.  For this 
reason, it is considered ‘Worcester’s most important charter’. 

We meet on alternate Wednesday afternoons at St John’s library.  If anyone would like to join, please 
email carolynmclarke@outlook.com   

Severn Valley Railway Trip 
In the first outing since 2019, 13 members enjoyed the Severn Valley  
Railway trip from Kidderminster to Bridgnorth. Elizabeth Hill wrote  
about their day out.  ‘It was a glorious day with the countryside at its  
best, fields with grazing sheep and lambs alternated with woodland  
where wild garlic and bluebells bloomed in profusion. On arrival in  
Bridgnorth we were excited to see the newly painted Queen’s  
Platinum Jubilee locomotive which was gently steaming. Several of  
us enjoyed refreshments on the sunny station patio area before setting off to investigate High and 
Low town via the Cliff Railway. 
Then off to explore: St. Mary Magdalene Church was designed by Thomas Telford, consecrated in 
1796, and adjacent to the very attractive Castle Gardens which overlook the railway and contain 
the leaning remains of a castle, the angle of which is greater than the tower of Pisa.  
There was time for a welcome drink or ice cream before the train steamed into Kidderminster on 
time.  A lovely trip for our first outing.  Thanks to all who supported it, and kept to time.’ 

    0 

Walking in the Footsteps of 
Mayor Edward Hurdman 

 

 

about:blank


 
 

4   Registered Charity No. 702588 
 

 

 
 
 

Dates for Your Diary  
 Andrew Parkinson has kindly reminded us of a super exhibition that is in Worcester 

Cathedral, but only until Sunday 5th June.  It is called ‘Threads through Creation’ and is an 

extraordinary, breath-taking textile art exhibition.  I have been and it really is special. 

It’s a spectacular display of twelve huge (2.7m high, up to 4m wide) and beautiful silk panels 

retelling the story of the creation from the bible.  It took artist Jacqui Parkinson three years - and 

eight million stitches!  ADMISSION FREE. For more information: 

www.creationthreads.co.uk and www.worcestercathedral.co.uk  
 

 Wednesday 6th July - Cotswold Link Special Interest Day is on at The Pavilion, Hatherley 
Lane, Cheltenham, GL51 6PN with 4 talks on Mitigating Climate Change and Environmental 
Impacts.  Morning coffee and lunch are included in the £20 fee.  Places must be booked by 
Tuesday 21st June. The Booking Form is on Page 8 https://www.u3asites.org.uk/cotswold-link 

 
 Saturday 16th July – Can it really be 10 years since the Hive has opened?  It really can, 

and to celebrate this, the Hive, the Butts, WR1 3PD, is having a Heritage Day with local 
societies. There will be talks, films and activities, as well as the chance of meeting with 
lots of local groups. It will be FREE and running all day so you can drop in at any time. 

 
 Sunday 14th August - Worcester Show – if you came last year, you will know what a super 

day it was.  It is again going to be held on Pitchcroft and Worcester u3a will have a stand. 
https://www.worcestershow.org.uk/  
 

 Saturday 27th August, 10.30am-12noon - Worcester u3a Group Fair –at Nunnery Wood High 
School, Spetchley Road, WR5 2LT.  After a 2-year gap, we are running our Group Fair again.  
It is hoped representatives from many groups will be at the Fair to inform potential new 
members about their group activities throughout the year and significantly increase our 
Worcester u3a membership. 

 

Summer Groups Programme 
There’s a lot going on throughout the summer with Worcester u3a.  Please check on the u3a 
website https://u3asites.org.uk/worcester under Groups.  The summer programme is on the 
right-hand side of the page, under the Links heading and highlighted in lilac.  There is a super 
variety of really interesting programmes throughout June, July and August.  If you are free on 
any of the dates, why not give one (or more) a try? 
There is a poster for one of them, the Summer Dance Experience, on Page 6, with the Booking 
Form on Page 7.  
  
 

 

 

To make up for the sessions missed earlier this year because of Covid, the 
Travel Group will meet on Monday 13th June and 11th July, still at Waitrose 
Community Room, London Road, WR5 2JG at 2pm. 
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New Groups Starting in September 
There will be more information in the next couple of months, but just to tease you we have 
FOUR potential new groups starting up in September. 
 

➢ Bridge Beginners – Monday afternoons at Lyppard Grange. 
➢ Craft 2 – various crafts at beginner level, though more experienced crafters will be 

welcome as their experience will be valuable.  Tuesday afternoon at Barbourne Bowling 
Club.  Craft 1 will still be continuing. 

➢ Oil Painting – more details soon. 
➢ Robotics – and the aim will be to have one or more working robots that could be 

displayed at the Gloucester Robotics Annual Fair that will run in September or 
October 2023. 

 
It’s Different:  You will see that What’s New is in two parts this month.  There is so much going 
on that What’s New has been split into two versions.  This one with general Worcester u3a news, 
and our What’s New Day Trips, which has details and booking forms for all the super trips our 
Travel Group has arranged for us over the summer. 
 
 

P.S.  Thanks to the many members who helped by filling out the Main Meeting 
survey – we’ll be sharing the results with you as soon as we can. 

 
Any updates for What’s New by 16th June please for the July edition. 
Email: newsletter@worcesteru3a.org Or leave an answerphone message on 01905 887579.  
 
The Worcester u3a website can be found by clicking https://u3asites.org.uk/worcester 
  

 
Under ‘Groups’ there is up-to-date news and a list of the groups you can join with the Worcester u3a.  You can also 
contact individual Committee members by clicking on the ‘Contacts’ heading.  Here you can leave your email address and 
your comments. 
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SUMMER DANCE EXPERIENCE 
booking form 

All Sessions at Masonic Hall, Rainbow Hill, WR3 8LX 

 

Dance for Fitness – Group Leader Christine Tait Monday 27th June 2-2.45pm 

Name (Capital letters please)    Membership Number 

_______________________________                 _____ 

 

Belly Dance – Group Leader Carol Copson  Monday 27th June 3-3.45pm 

Name (Capital letters please)    Membership Number 

________________________________                 ______ 

 

 

Line Dancing – Group Leader Val Hibbitt  Monday 18th July 2-2.45pm  

Name (Capital letters please)    Membership Number 

_________________________________                 _____ 

 

Tap Dance – Group Leader Carol Raven  Monday 18th July 3-3.45 

Name (Capital letters please)    Membership Number 

__________________________________                  _____ 

 

Please e-mail your details to: carolcopson@yahoo.co.uk  
Or telephone 01905 887579 and leave a message.  Someone will be back to you promptly. 
 
Numbers will be limited, so it will be on a first-come-first-served basis.  Please only book 
the sessions you know you can commit to.  A reasonable level of mobility and fitness is 
required. 
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Mitigating climate change 
and environmental impacts 

Wednesday 6th July 
BOOKING FORM 

 
I/We would like to attend the Cotswold Link Special Interest Day on Wednesday 6th July.  
Please book before Tuesday 21st June  
(Please complete further sheets if necessary) 
 
Full Name/s ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Address …………………………………………………………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………........... 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Telephone No…………………………………………………………………        email:……………………………………………………………………….. 
 
Member(s) of …………………………………………………………………u3a 
 
Please give your personal u3a membership number/s ……………………… 
 
Special dietary requirements ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
Special access needs…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
£20 to include attendance, car parking, coffee/tea on arrival and lunch.  Deadline for 
receipt of payment and booking form is Tuesday 21st June 2022. 
Applications on first come, first booked basis. 
 
Please return completed form and cheques made payable to Cotswold Link to: Ann Kelly, 
White Cottage, Martley Road, Lower Broadheath, Worcester. WR2 6QG OR 
Pay direct: Lloyds Bank: 30-92-06, Account Name: Cotswold Link, a/c No. 02375425 
 
Please quote your surname/u3a as reference and mark booking form, which can be 
emailed to emailed to annMK6571@hotmail.com, and advise Ann that you are paying 
direct, with the other details. 
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