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From the Chair 

Happy New Year! We begin another year under restrictions but there seems to be some 

hope that the situation will improve. Meanwhile, we’ll continue to monitor and follow 

government guidelines. The Astor was asking to see Covid passes, and this will probably 

continue. We would also ask that members take a lateral flow test before attending events 

– if you can get them! Hybrid talks have been successful so we would like to continue with 

them to allow as many members as possible to take part. Our membership has recently 

been increasing again so that’s good news. Many thanks to all of you who continued your 

support whilst our activities were restricted. It was greatly appreciated. 

Our Christmas coffee morning was, unsurprisingly, less well attended than usual and also 

encountered last-minute problems. Unfortunately, the play reading group had to withdraw 

at the last moment due to illness. Their readings are always very enjoyable, and we hope 

they will perform at a future date. Jenny Manning, Val Tierney and Jacqui Dodds gave a 

delightful poetry reading and Anne and Barry Matthews saved the day by providing a 

Christmas Quiz which kept us entertained. Despite everything, we had a great morning! 

Thank you to all involved, especially Anne.  

 

More talks and coffee mornings are being planned and we will send you all further details 

soon. In the Spring, we hope to hold a recruitment event showcasing some of our activities 

and groups and celebrating the 40th anniversary of the u3a. Some of our creative members 

are producing a variety of squares which Anne will then combine into an anniversary quilt. 

If anyone feels like volunteering for the committee or offering to start a group please get in 

touch with me or one of the committee. As I always say, we’d love to hear from you!  

All the best to everyone for 2022. 

Jill 

The Christmas quiz gets those 

brain cells working! 



  
 

 

White Cliffs Country u3a eco group  

 

The new eco group meets once a month on a Tuesday afternoon. We are reading a book 

and taking one section at each meeting, so the amount of reading is not arduous. So far, we 

have discussed topics such as sustainable fashion, heating our homes and reforestation.  

Members have said that although we only meet once a month, we find ourselves thinking 

about the topics in between sessions, and making sustainable switches in our lives. Anyone 

can bring other information to the meetings. We agree on a lot of matters, but not all!  

At the moment, the group is small, so we meet in a member’s home in Deal, but if we 

attract enough new members, we will be able to hire a hall, probably at the Golf Road 

Centre.  Until that time there is no charge to belong to this group. 

The next meeting is on 1st Feb when we will be discussing options for making transport 

sustainable. If anyone is interested in joining this group, you can fill out the usual form and 

send it to Judith on wccu3agroups@gmail.com or contact the group leader 

Eleanor.brooks1661@gmail.com . 

 

Interested in Roman coins? 

There are still places available for the Roman Coins course to be held on Friday 18th March 

2022 between 10 am and 12pm at the Golf Road Centre.  

The cost is £2. If you are interested, please contact the Groups Coordinator. 

wccu3agroups@gmail.com  
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Lunch Club 

 

Is anyone interested in joining a new Lunch Club group? This would involve a small group 

visiting a variety of local restaurants/cafes for lunch on a monthly basis – possibly on the 3rd 

Thursday or Friday of each month, starting in March. If you are interested, please contact 

the Groups Coordinator wccu3agroups@gmail.com to register your interest. (Please note 

that only u3a members will be able to attend). 

Promoting the u3a 

On 21st May we are having a stall at Deal Saturday Market! This is a great opportunity to 

make the u3a better known and to recruit new members. We will be showcasing some of 

our groups and telling people about our activities. The slot is from 9-2 and we need to be set 

up by 9am. Several willing volunteers will be needed to tell the public what a splendid 

organisation we are, so please think about offering an hour or two of your time. A request 

will be sent out nearer the time but please put the date in your diary. 

Christmas lunch 2021 
 
40 members gathered at The Blue Pigeons in Worth for our Christmas Lunch. The pub 
looked fabulous in a blue and silver theme and the menu was well received, from traditional 
turkey and Christmas pudding, to favourites such as salmon and chocolate cheesecake.  
However, on the day there was some controversy over how well cooked brussel sprouts 
should be!    
New member Ellie took on the organisation and is grateful to everyone for being so 
organised and lovely! She says, "Members made the job easy for me and it was a good way 
to meet people." 

 

Upcoming meetings…. 

Wednesday 2nd February 2pm (doors 1.30) at the Astor Theatre: Paul Robbins talks about 

the swinging 60’s 

Wednesday 16th February 11 am (doors 10.30) at St George’s Hall: Coffee morning with a 

quiz and time to meet and chat with new members. 
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Computers – need a helping hand?  

 
Do you need some one-to-one help to sort out your computer problems? Or do you simply 
want to find out how to get something done in programs such as spreadsheets, word 
processing, desktop publishing, email, finding things on the internet? 

Joe Wall a retired health professional and self-taught computer enthusiast enjoys helping 
others to learn. He can help u3a members to solve problems and/or develop skills and 
knowledge via a home visit (after 17th February), by telephone, or for PC users; through a 
remote connection (providing you have an internet connection). 

A 1:1 appointment is arranged at a mutually convenient time. The fee is £3 per hour (which 
goes to the u3a). 

For those who want to undertake self-directed learning, here is a useful link to free online 
training on almost any IT subject: https://www.gcflearnfree.org/  - from that page, click on 
the Technology link and then click on whichever topic you are interested in.  

 

Let’s Read Poetry group 

At a recent meeting the group were discussing the topic of “hope” and would like to share 

this poem by Emily Dickinson (1830-1886) with us. 

Hope 

“Hope” is the thing with feathers - 
That perches in the soul - 
And sings the tune without the words - 
And never stops - at all - 
 
And sweetest - in the Gale - is heard - 
And sore must be the storm - 
That could abash the little Bird 
That kept so many warm - 
 
I’ve heard it in the chillest land - 
And on the strangest Sea - 
Yet - never - in Extremity, 
It asked a crumb - of me.                                             C.1861 

To arrange an appointment with Joe simply call 
07710 977 661, 01304 369903 or email him at 
joejwall@hotmail.com 
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