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      What athlete is 
warmest in winter?  

A long jumper. 
 

How does Santa 
keep track of all 
the fireplaces he's 
visited?                          

He keeps a 
logbook.  

 

Come All Ye Merry Gentlefolk 

MONDAY 20 DECEMBER 2pm 

THROW 
ASIDE               
THAT   
MASK              
(FOR AN              

HOUR OR SO) 

PUT ON 
THAT 

JUMPER! 

JOIN                   
THE                           
FUN               

ZOOM              
IN 

  TURN TO PAGE 3 FOR THE BIG QUIZ 

Wandsworth u3a is putting on a show. Monday’s 
Christmas Social by Zoom will inevitably be different 
to those we have enjoyed over the years, but the 
Committee is putting together a programme that will 
demonstrate that Wandsworth u3a has got talent. 

And that talent starts with the Carols and only finishes 
with the seasonal fare (just a serving suggestion, I’m 
afraid).  
 

So, we have: 

 Carols to sing along with at home   
 Topical readings                                                                      
 A short – but tantalisingly head-scratching  –

Christmas quiz 
 A showcase of the work of some of our groups, 

such as Drawing and Photography  
 And an isolation buster: an opportunity to chat in 

breakout rooms at an appropriate social 
distance.  Just the time for a mince pie and a 
mulled wine? 

All in all a good time should be had by all – and in 
these troubled times we all need a bit of a lift.   

Come along and wear that Santa jumper that only 
gets an outing once a year. 

Your ZOOM link can be found  
in the accompanying email. 



 

A VERY WEIRD EXPERIENCE INDEED 

A while ago Peter asked if we knew anything about the Battersea poltergeist. Well, all I know is what I have read but 
it got me to thinking of a very strange incident that happened to me 20+ years ago. Which puzzles me to this day.  

A friend and I had decided to go on a London Ghost walk. We had to meet  the guide at 7pm at St Paul’s tube station.  
This was a long time before I embarked on tour guiding so I knew very little about the history of the City of London. It 
was a miserable, wet and bitterly cold November day. But neither of us wanted to back out.  My friend was not keen 
on taking the tube so we took a bus up to town but unfortunately arrived 5 minutes late at St. Paul’s. We had expected 
the guide would wait in case of late comers but no one was there, the area was deserted. Up in the City it was even 
colder than in the suburbs as a freezing wind was coming off the river. Everywhere was strangely silent; not a soul was 
about; even the road was empty; there were no cars or buses to be seen. This was before the proliferation of coffee 
shops so absolutely nowhere was open, as of course almost all pubs and restaurants in the City close at the weekend. 

It was strange the guide wasn’t there but we thought she/he must have just left so we could easily catch up with the 
group. We weren’t sure which way the guide would have gone but, as we were facing what I now know to be Newgate 
Street, we decided to go that way first. It was eerily silent but the weather was so miserable that we thought probably 
most people would have not bothered to come up to the city unless, like us, they had a specific purpose. But the 
London Walks claimed that they operated whatever the weather so they must be nearby! We began to walk down 
Newgate Street but could see no one. We were just about to give up when we heard a group of people talking and 
laughing some distance ahead of us.  

“Look, can you see that woman in a red coat?” asked my friend. Peering into the 
darkness I could just about make out a person in a red coat. “That must be them.”  We 
increased our pace but they still seemed the same distance ahead of us. Then all of a 
sudden in front of a large building they  seemed to disappear. They had obviously gone 
down a side street but there did not seem to be one where they were and we could no 
longer hear anyone around.  We were puzzled but just thought we had missed where 
they had gone and thought no more about it.  We just wanted to get warm  and find 
somewhere to get a hot drink. 

But we remained keen to do the ghost walk, and so in March, when the weather was much better, we tried again. This 
time we left plenty of time and got there early.  And there at the meeting point was the guide dressed in Victorian 
costume.  

Strangely, though, she went down towards St Paul’s and down towards the river nowhere near where we had seen 
the crowd of people in the distance. Obviously the people we had seen then were a group of youngsters out for the 
evening, though quite where they were going when nothing was open was rather strange but perhaps they were 
tourists ignorant of our City and its strange Sunday ways.  

It was some years later when I was studying for my guiding badges that I learnt that exactly where they disappeared 
was in front of the Old Bailey. However, the previous building on the site, pulled down in 1903, had been the notorious  
Newgate prison, on that site from medieval times.  Until the 1860s criminals used to be hanged in public on a scaffold 
outside the prison. The last person to be hanged in public at Newgate was Michael Barrett, a Fenian, on May 26th 1868, 
after which time criminals were hanged inside the prison. Public hangings were a favourite outing for the populace 
and they would bring picnics and come to watch the show; whole families including children would spectate. After the 
Metropolitan Line opened in January 1863, people would come by tube for a day out watching the public hangings. 
The Viaduct pub opposite  the Old Bailey has the reputation of being the most haunted pub in London. The condemned 
man /woman was allowed a last drink in that pub before going “to meet their maker”. 

Was that the explanation of what we saw that night? Were they people going to winess a public hanging? As for the 
red coat it suddenly occurred to me recently that in the early 19th century soldiers wore red coats and presumably in 
the days before the existence of the police force the army would have been used to keep order and stop the criminal’s 
friends from rescuing him.  

What was it we saw ? Was there an innocent explanation?  Did we imagine it or was it something supernatural? 



WANDSWORTH U3A CHRISTMAS 2021 QUIZ  

To keep you occupied over the Christmas break, we have assembled a 2021 quiz –                      
(some of these questions are tricky, so use any reference you want)  

Firstly a set of photos of people who have been in the news this year –         
for each photo, you need to say who it is AND what they have done or what                  
position they held in 2021 ?   

          

                1                                             2                                                       3 

                                 

               4                                                        5                                     6 

 

                                    

                

7                                                          8                                                         9 

                                      

       

                

 

 

 
              10                11             12 



And now continue with these cryptic questions (again relating to 2021) .  

The number after each question indicates the number of required answers.    

 

  
Answers 
required 

13) Which three English footballers missed penalties against Italy   
in the Euro final? 

(3) 
14) On which island did Sandra Mason replace Elizabeth this year ? 

            (1)   
15) A politician (daughter of Brittan) and a frank racing manager 

who both passed this year share a surname – give both names ? 
(2) 

16) What caused “Forth Bridge” to be launched in April ? 

(1) 
17) Where did “Ever Given” cause chaos this year ? 

(1) 
18) What is the  name of the person eighth in line of succession to 

the British throne ? (1) 
19) Which Strictly SPOTY contender performed in Tokyo ? 

(1) 
20) Six countries have been admitted to the United Nations this 

century – who are they ? (6)   

 
   

 

NB: 
We require 2 answers each for the pictures  1 to 12  (who it is and what they have done in 2020) ,  

and a total of 16 answers for cryptic questions 13 thru 20.  This makes a total of 40 answers.  

 
To enter the quiz (Emails and Postal entries should arrive by January 2nd) …..  

Via email :-      Print / Complete / Scan and send Answer Sheet via email or                                                               
  complete a text email with your name and membership number and    

  all your answers (clearly numbered) to  u3anewswands@gmail.com  

Via mail: Put your name, U3A membership number, and all the answers on the Answer Sheet  

and post to:  Quentin Izaacs, c/o 87 ESWYN ROAD, TOOTING BROADWAY, SW17 8TR 

There is a prize of a £10 token for the winner. Only Wandsworth U3A members qualify. 

The correct answers and the name of the winner will be printed in our first Newsletter of 2022  

(currently scheduled for 8 January).   Editor’s decision is final.  

  



WANDSWORTH U3A CHRISTMAS 2021 QUIZ ANSWER SHEET 

Name    …………………………………………………………      U3A Membership Number    ……………………….      

PICTURES             

 Name of person What were they famous for in 2021 

1   

2   

3   

4   

5   

6   

7   

8   

9   

10   

11   

12   

 

CRYPTIC QUESTIONS  

13    

14  ************************ ************************ 

15   ************************ 

16  ************************ ************************ 

17  ************************ ************************ 

18  ************************ ************************ 

19  ************************ ************************ 

20    

    



 

 
 

 

 

  

Last week two 
Wandsworth u3a members 
visited St. Paul's Cathedral 
to get in the Christmas 
Spirit. The large Christmas 
trees were up, though 
sadly not lit . The advent 
wreath looked 
magnificent.  St Paul's 
celebrations started at the 
beginning of Advent and 
continue up until 
Christmas, with several 
carol services (sadly not so 
many this year because of 
covid). 

Unfortunately, we missed 
the fantastic Nativity scene 
as that was being put up in 
the late afternoon but St 
Paul's, Wren's 
masterpiece, looks 
magnificent at any time of 
year but particularly when 
lit up for Christmas.   

If you want to visit, now is 
the time as there are no 
overseas visitors and 
during the week not that 
many British so you have 
the Cathedral almost to 
yourself. 

Fundraising 
craftsmanship spotted 
by u3a members 
around Furzedown and 
Tooting Bec 



  

Once the kids have done the Quiz for 
you (no smartphones allowed!) they 
might want to have a go at this little 
piece of colouring in. 


