
 

 

 

On Thursday 25 November on a very  cold evening, a 
small group of u3a members gathered at the Canada 
Gate at Crystal Palace to visit the Lightopia display. It 
was obviously popular as there was a queue to enter. 
Once inside, it was like another world.  We completely 
forgot the cold [helped by a warming glass of mulled 
wine] and were engrossed in the display. The trail was 
a mile and a half long and began with piles of Christmas 
presents followed by a blue Christmas tree and stars. 
Next, we followed a trail of flowers of all colours and 
types. The displays were breath taking.  

The history of the Crystal Palace was shown in lights: we saw it first built by Joseph Paxton in 1851 
in Hyde Park, followed by its removal to Sydenham [as it was then called] in 1854.  Then we saw the 
palace in its heyday and the kind of events that happened there and finally its sad destruction by 
fire in 1936. I was completely spellbound. I would have loved to have seen the Crystal Palace in its 
heyday but unfortunately it burned down long before I was born, though I have met a couple of 
people in their 90s who remember watching the  terrible fire. 

Other highlights were the lake with the waterlilies, 
waterfowl and swans and my favourite display, the 
dinosaurs. This was situated next to the famous 
Victorian model dinosaurs and  these lightopia models 
growled most convincingly, lashed their tails, moved 
their heads up and down and even opened their 
mouths to reveal wicked looking teeth. They were a 
great favourite with the crowd. I have forgotten a lot 
of the names of the dinosaurs but I recognised a 
tyrannosaurus Rex and a stegosaurus.  After two hours 

we came to the end of the trail and made our way, somewhat wearily, up the hill to the top of the 
park and the nearest restaurant. We had had a really enjoyable time and I would recommend a visit 
to Lightopia to anyone as a fantastic start to the Christmas season. It is an experience that would 
appeal to anyone young or old and runs until 2 January. 
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I’m obsessed with building a  monorail. 
People are saying that I’ve got a one-track mind. 

WANDSWORTH U3A MEMBERS’ EYES LIGHT UP 



NEW GROUP NEWS:  YOU WAIT A WHILE AND THEN TWO COME ALONG AT ONCE 

 Beginners Backgammon: lessons at The Castle Pub, Tooting Broadway (1 minute from 
the underground station going north towards Tooting Bec and on lots of bus routes). From 
6th January we will be meeting between 2 and 4 pm on the 1st and 3rd Thursday of each 
month.  All welcome.  More info: lindamaud@mail.com or 07929 481 747. 

 Games Group: the first session will not be on 16th December but from 6th January 
we will be meeting on the 1st and 3rd Thursday of each month, also at The Castle Pub. 
Attendees will need to purchase a drink (tea and coffee and the usual bar 
drinks available).  Other details as above. 

 Amblers: well, they had their fun outdoors, admiring the statues at York House 
during their recent Amble along the Thames 

 

MEMBERS WRITE  about IT problems                                        

Did you hear about the lady who didn't really need a database as her 
computer worked perfectly well on the table. 

I once heard a story of someone having trouble with his mouse – he simply could not get it to 
work.  Eventually the help line chappie asked where our friend was holding the mouse.  To 
which question came the reply, “like all pedals, of course, it’s under my right foot”.    
Apocryphal is the word here perhaps? 

 

 

 

ANOTHER CHANCE TO BRIGHTEN UP YOUR LIVES 
This coming Monday join us on our walk to see the bridges of London illuminated. We are meeting at 
5:30pm at Blackfriars Station. Our guide is excellent and the bridges are very impressive. It should be a 
fantastic walk. Can members please phone Helen on 07890 019 126 if they wish to come. The cost is £10; 
we pay the guide on the day. 
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NEWSLETTER TEAM 

Don Brind and Peter Martin are 
keen to hear from you. 

 

Please email u3anewswands 
@gmail.com 

Tooting Bec lido, which dates back to 
1906, is the largest open-air freshwater 
pool in the UK. It occupies a unique 
position in the history of British lidos due 
to its size and the era in which it came into 
being. It is regularly described as the 
“jewel in the crown” of Wandsworth’s 
sports, leisure and fitness facilities. 

But it is sinking – a bit,  so Councillors have 
pledged to invest some £3 million for 
remedial  works.  We are talking a new UV 
filtration system with new pipework, pool 
liner and electrical substation. 

Perhaps you’ll be there on New Year’s 
Day, breaking the ice? 

Tooting Bec running track has been 
carefully maintained and repaired over 
the years but it is now reaching the end of 
its life expectancy. Councillors have voted 
in favour of replacing the track early next 
year so that a brand-new running surface 
is ready in time for the start of next 
summer’s athletics season.   

It’s a local, regional, and national resource 
which caters for individual athletes, 
school and club competitions and 
provides for community use, sports 
development and competitive athletics. It 
is the home of Herne Hill Harriers athletics 
club, which has been based at the track 
for over 80 years and has coached and 
supported athletes from grassroots level 
to Olympic standard.   

I believe Laura Muir trained there before 
the Olympics – and me too actually, 
though a good few years ago, I must 
admit, and I was not heading for the 
Olympics. 

WANDSWORTH – THE BOROUGH FOR EXERCISE! 


