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Welcome to Walsall u3a 
 

Interest Groups Leaflet 
 
Within u3a members are able to share educational, creative and leisure activities. 
 
Members learn from each other through sharing their knowledge, skills, and 
experience, gained over a lifetime. 

 
Meetings are held either in members’ homes or at local venues.  

 
A small charge is made to cover refreshments and/or room hire charges. 

 
Members are welcome to try any interest group and non-members may attend for 2 
sessions before becoming members of Walsall u3a.  

 
Prior to attending an interest group for the first time, members should contact the group 
leader to confirm details of time and venue. 
 
Members are asked to notify the Interest Group Leader if they are unable to attend. 
 

Our Interest Groups are: 
 

A Climate for Change: The group discusses current climate change challenges as well as 
future possibilities.  
Given such a vast subject there is, of course, no shortage of material for consideration. 

 
Architecture: Illustrated talks on many types of building, from castles to churches, from 
historic mansions to skyscrapers. Intensive knowledge of Architecture is not at all necessary 
– only an interest therein! 

 
Art Appreciation: Talks and DVDs on a wide variety of painters, sculptors, etc. and visits 
to local art exhibitions 

 
Between the Covers: This small group shares a love of books and encourages members 
to widen their reading choices through different agreed topics each month 

 
Bird Watching: Visits to nature reserves to observe the birds 

 
Boules: Friendly weekly game of boules from spring to autumn 
 

Bridge: Friendly games of bridge on a weekly basis  
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Cosmology & Geology: The group explores the history of the Cosmos we live in, from the 
Big Bang to the present day. We also cover the story of the Earth, from its formation to its 
predicted end. Finally, we also look at the development of life on our planet up to the end of 
the last ice age and the demise of the megafauna. 
 

Craft and Natter: A friendly and relaxed group and there are card making, patchwork, 
crochet, etc. all taking place.   
Many members are 'experts' in their craft and can share their skills with the other members. 
Bring your own project and we'll help each other out. 

 
Discussion: The group focusses on Current affairs and subjects of topical interest 

 
French Conversation: Topical discussion in French followed by a written summary sent by 
email 
Email conversation and regular email contacts in French 
 
French for Beginners: Start learning French or start again if the French you learned at school 
is rusty  

 
Games: The opportunity to play Scrabble in a friendly setting or the chance to learn to play 
Mah-Jong, the fascinating Chinese game of Winds, Dragons and the Great wall of China.  

 
Garden:  Informal discussions on plants, seed planting, cuttings, growing vegetables, plant 
and seed swops, gardening DVDs, puzzles and quizzes with a horticultural theme. 
May - October. Organised visits to local gardens  

 
German: All members are welcome, whether they have had previous knowledge of German 
or not, and with the help of experienced group members, we aim to cater for absolute 
beginners right up to those who can converse with ease.   
We start with conversation often in small groups, we study some grammar and comprehension 
from a text book we use, and practise with written exercises either from the book or from 
original material.  And we sing! – in German of course.  All of this does of course have to be 
accompanied by German chocolate biscuits, and at Christmas one just has to eat Stollen and 
Lebkuchen …   

 
History: After focussing on the Houses of York and Lancaster and looking at key elements 
including Richard III and Henry VII, the group is now looking at the Tudors and the programme 
includes presentations by members of the group together with external speakers. 
As this is a period of history where there are a number of local sites, there will be during the 
summer months visits to a number of properties. 
 
Knit and Natter: A friendly and relaxed group where members knit either for themselves 
and/or family or charity while chatting.  
Bring your own project and we'll help each other out. 
 

 

Literature: Each month the members choose a book from the agreed genre to discuss. The 
range of genres for each year is decided by the group.  
The wide variety of books chosen stimulates lively and interesting discussion and all members 
leave with a list of more books that they would like to read! 
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Meet n Eat: An opportunity to socialise over a meal at lunchtime in a variety of locations on 
a monthly basis 

 
Park Amble: A group of members who enjoy 'ambling' in all weathers, in the company of 
like-minded people within the beautiful setting of our local park. 
We advise our Park Amblers to be prepared to amble on hard surfaces, cope with slight 
inclines, there are no stiles and we walk for a duration of 2 miles. The group doesn’t meet in 
August and December. 
 

Photography: Outdoors meetings in the summer months to take photos that are discussed 
indoors during the winter.  

 
Quiz Nite: Quizzes on a variety of topics run in a friendly atmosphere 
 
Round the World: Members showcase their holidays, for the opportunity to discover other 
places 

 

Rummikub: The opportunity to play the game that combines Rummy and Mahjong with other 
fans. 

 
Sunday Lunch: Members socialise at lunch time over a meal in a variety of venues on a 
Sunday 
 

Table Tennis: Indoors game of table tennis on a monthly basis 

 
Transport : A group of people who have an interest in transport topics rail, sea, road and air. 
At each meeting there is a talk on a transport topic followed by a discussion. They also arrange 
visits to museums and other locations of transport interest. 
 

Walking/Strolling: Monthly programme of short strolls, modest walks and more 
demanding rambles. 

 
Whist: A friendly group who do not take the game too seriously and want to enjoy each other’s 
company.  
It doesn’t matter if you have no idea how to play, as you will get up to speed in no time!  

 

 

 

 

 


