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MINUTES, SWN NETWORK MEETING 12 April 2022, 7:30 – 8:40pm  
 

• Agreement for Recording of the Meeting 
  

• Minutes of Last Meeting  
The minutes of the last meeting are on the website and have been agreed.   

 

• Matters Arising 
Insurance.  Responses have been received and are on the website.  Michael 
mentioned that the Third Age Trust [TAT] is starting some insurance workshops 
and he has been invited to one taking place on 15th June.  This will apparently be 
run by a representative from the insurance brokers.  If anyone is interested in 
taking part look on the events section of the TAT website. 
 

REPORTS 

• Lockdown regulations advice 
Hugh Hatton once again talked the group through the latest regulations, which are 
now very few.  Large organisations need risk assessments for organised gatherings 
and all reasonable measures to minimise risk should be taken.  There is now no 
legal requirement to wear face coverings or to self-isolate if someone has tested 
positive.  Some discussion took place around face coverings on coaches.  If this was 
felt to be important it could be added into a risk assessment for the particular 
group going on the coach. 
 

• Reports from u3a’s 
Porthcawl – thanked Derek for the help he gave them in organising their recent 
open day.  Footfall was less than usual with at the moment only 10 signing up.  
Fifty people took away membership forms and approximately two thirds of 
convenors attended.   The event took place from 10:00 – 3:00 and was opened by 
the Deputy Mayor, who himself was not aware of the u3a.  A grant was received 
to pay towards the event of £200 from TAT.  Important to note if applying for the 
grant that it will be granted for an open day but not if they think it is a social event 
for existing members.  Some pre advertising of the event both on Facebook and 
local radio but no banners were allowed in the town.  A cream tea was on offer 
and a quiz took place.  All in all an excellent post Covid event.  It was noted that it 
would have been a good idea to have a card reader at the event as so few people 
now seem to have cash on them. 
Bridgend have a new group – the Bus Pass Travel Group and they have already 
visited Pontypridd and Swansea.  Places on the coach trips being organised by 
Bridgend are still available. 
Cardiff  still struggling with committee members so no big push at the moment for 
new members although there have been a few.  Renewals are being received 



SWN	 Web	 Page:	 https://u3asites.org.uk/walesu3a/page/10321	   

  

which is heartening.  Face to face meetings recommencing in May.  Some interest 
being shown in Barclays Digital Eagles and Digital Communities Wales which is 
being researched at the moment  as a help for members 
 

Other network u3a’s present remarked on a steady return to face to face meetings 
and interest groups.  On the whole the meeting thought things were definitely 
getting back to something like normal and everyone feeling positive for the future. 
Of special note Gilwern told the meeting that they had been helping with the 
planting of the 40th anniversary woodland on a cold day on the side of the Sugar 
Loaf.  A picture that was taken of them is in the April u3a National Newsletter. 
 

Our Chairman, Derek, said that he had taken over the role for Chepstow of finding 
monthly speakers.  He again mentioned the list that is gradually being added to on 
the SWN web site of face to face speakers but is looking for more 
recommendations.  He also told us of the worrying case of the u3a in our network 
[Tonyrefail] which is potentially having to close due to lack of committee 
members.  The treasurer of the group has said existing members cannot stand for 
an extended period.  This was disputed and Bridgend suggested they look at the 
TAT constitution model on their website. 
 

• Sue Shannon Smith [Wales Trustee] 
Sue did not send a report but Derek did remind us of the All Wales Conference 
which she spoke of at our last meeting.  Now definitely on Zoom week 
commencing 19th September. 
 

FURTHER DISCUSSION 

• Future of Network Meetings 
Three questions: how often, what day, what times. 
It was generally felt that the evenings had been a success with representatives 
able to enjoy their u3a interests during the day.  It was decided that maybe earler 
in the evening say 6 to 6:30 as a start time with the meeting not taking any longer 
than 1½ hrs.  Monthly meetings were considered to be a good idea as more has 
been achieved with this than the 4 times a year meetings that were happening pre 
Covid. 
We are therefore carrying on with monthly meetings at the moment with the 
exception of August.  In September we will once again discuss how to move 
forward. 

• Beacon Demo 
There was going to be a demonstration of Beacon for Networks but as we are 
about to recive the live version this will be postponed until next month. 
 
 

• 40th Anniversary Celebrations 
The meeting was informed that if you are using this event to try and attract new 
members a grant is available from TAT.  Michael asked if the network was going to 
celebrate in some way but the concensus was that each individual u3a should 
organise their own celebrations.  Derek mentioned that Chepstow were organising 
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something and did anyone know of a magician to help with the entertainment.  
Bridgend helped with this request. 

 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
• Abergavenney mentioned the privacy policy which Derek helped them with.  We were 

reminded that permission must be sought for putting telephone numbers, emails, 
addresses etc on magazines and  newsletters. 

• Discussion around card readers which the meeting considered will become essential 
in the future.  Chepstow and Usk’s experiences with these readers have been put on 
the main page of the SWN web site. 

 
DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 

      11th May at 6:00pm via Zoom 


