
PHOTOCOPYING 

Under UK copyright law you are only allowed to copy an insubstantial amount for personal use for 
the purposes of private study or non-commercial research, but the law does not define insubstantial. 
There is no magic figure or percentage applied as each case would be viewed on the basis of the 
perceived importance of the extract rather than simply the quantity. 

A Copyright Licensing Agency (CLA) licence allows multiple photocopies from books, journals 
and magazines. Extracts can be up to 5%, one chapter or one article, whichever is the greater. 
Through the Third Age Trust, Tynedale u3a has purchased a CLA licence to allow groups to legally 
make the copies for their activities. This licence runs from 1st August 2022 to 31st July 2023. 

It does not allow multiple copies of maps, charts, newspapers or printed sheet music including the 
words. 
Licences for copying maps and newspapers can be purchased from the following organisations if 
you feel you need them 
Ordnance Survey (£54.75 + VAT) – 08456 050505 – www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk  
Newspaper Licensing Agency – 01892 525273 – www.nla.co.uk 


