
DIGITAL IMAGES 

The same principles and legislation which govern copyright in hard-copy works apply to material in
electronic formats. The main difference is that, by their nature, they are easy to access, copy and 
distribute. Information is freely available via the internet but this does not mean it is free to copy; 
there is a common misconception that anything on the internet is in the public domain i.e. publicly 
accessible and therefore free to use. A work only falls into the public domain once copyright 
expires. 
One option is to search for images published under a Creative Commons (CC) Licence. CC is a 
non-profit organisation that enables the sharing and use of creativity and knowledge through free 
legal tools. CC licences do not replace copyright but are based upon it and allow sharing for non- 
commercial use. 


