
Family Historian – British 

Software to Support your 

Family Research

What can Family Historian do for 

you!

- Provide Data Entry System

- Build Family Trees 

Automatically

- Produce Documented 

Reports

- Provide suitable output for 

other people and to put on 

Commercial websites



The Project Screen

The Basic Project Screen is in two parts; one showing 3 

generations of your family, the second part (the Property Box) 

providing information on the selected individual.



Or by Alphabetical 

name

The Records Screen

Or by Birth Place

The Records Screen shows all 

the individual records created in 

your research. You can sort by 

each of the individual headings -

by Identity No. and by 

Alphabetical name



The Media Screen

The Media Screen shows all the media records you have stored in 

your Project.  These can be Photos, Documents, Census records 

and items “cut out” from websites e.g. Index data from FreeBMD.



The Family Tree Chart

The Family Tree is drawn up automatically.  However when you 

start it may not look like this.  Again it is something one can modify 

to meet your own requirements.  One can vary the text displayed 

and add media images to enhance the chart. 



The Publishing 

Function

Different reports can be 

produced using the Publishing 

function.  The Report uses the 

“Facts” data to produce a 

Word document on individuals 

or family groups



Data Entry – Select or Create a “Project”

The Project Window allows you to start a new “Project” (entering 

the data manually) or select one that already exists or 

downloading from an existing source.  The location that Family 

Historian (F.H.) will use for all the data is shown above



Use a Family Tree from a Commercial Website

Use “New Project” on the F.H. 

Project Window page & click on 

GEDCOM file.  Enter file name

In Ancestry go to 

“Trees”, then “Create & 

Manage Trees”.  From 

there to “Tree Settings” 

and “Export tree”. This 

changes to “Download 

your Gedcom” when 

file is ready to 

download – not before



The Family Tree Chart - “Out of the Box”



The Family Tree Chart  - As I Like It

I have removed the “background”, changed text and box colours.  

I have reduced the width of the chart by moving boxes down, 

creating a second row for each generation. I have added Photo’s, 

Census records and other documents into the chart as “Media”. 



The Family Tree Chart – How to modify the Chart

Use “Diagram” & “Options” opens up a 

window that allows you to make 

changes. First the Background – one 

colour White, then the content of the 

Boxes – you can include almost 

anything.



The Family Tree Chart – How to modify the Chart

In Diagram Options, using the “Boxes” window one can modify 

the Text and Background colours for Male & Female ancestors.



Making the Chart manageable

Click on the “Button” above (or 

below) the selected person will 

remove all Ancestors / Descendants 

associated with that person from the 

Chart, leaving the remaining branch 

of the family

The “Button” on the 

Header Bar must be 

enabled



The Family Tree Chart – moving the boxes

The “Move” 

button must 

be enabled

Select 

and 

move 

each 

person 

down

Martha Griffith family 

removed from chart. 



The Family Tree Chart – adding “Media”
Select the individual 

you want to add photo 

to and then “Media” & 

“Add Media”.

Select from the folder 

on your PC, the item 

to be added, click on 

“Open” then “Add” to 

Project



Select “Media” and 

then the image to 

edit.  Select “Link 

to Face” to draw 

box around the 

head.  Then select 

“OK”.

The Family Tree Chart – Extracting a Head & 

Shoulders Image



Tracing the Source of your Data

One can use the “Source” or “Citation” facility to note where one 

found the source of one’s data.  I don’t use it!  

I extract the information from a website and store it under “Media” 

for all the people it is relevant too.  I can also add textual data 

under “Notes” against that person.



The Files Produced by Family Historian

The “Jean Kent’s 

FH.fh_data” holds key 

information – in 

particular the 

GEDCOM file that can 

be uploaded to a 

commercial website

The Project files are 

stored in your named 

Folder. You can click on 

the Project File to start 

F.H. & open your project 
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