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Let’s Talk Tech

Terms of Reference for Help and Discussion Drop-in Sessions on Zoom

This drop-in session is provided with the intention of members coming

together to share knowledge, experience and best practice on various aspects

of technology, including software, of interest to u3as and their members.

We are unable to offer one-to-one advice to u3as and their members as all

locations and abilities differ and operational decisions need to be made by the

individual u3as.
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Items of equipment or software shown or listed in these sessions are there to give 
an idea of what may be needed and the approximate cost.

It is not to be treated as a recommendation or that it is the only suitable piece of 
equipment or software.

What you may decide to purchase is for your own u3a to choose based on 
available funds and your own particular needs.
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Let’s Talk Tech

Some things to consider when buying a new PC
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Some things to consider when buying a new PC

1. When buying a new PC ensure that the main CPU is at least an 8th generation Intel processor (the 

latest ones are 12th generation) or an AMD Ryzen 7, 8 or 9       

a) The intel generation information is the CPU number     e.g. i5 11400H is an 11th generation chip

b) AMD processors are currently higher performing and have a lower power consumption than Intel 

processors  

2. All new Windows PCs now come with Windows 11 pre-installed – since September 2022

3. Although M$ will not tell you, the Windows 11 licence  does allow you to install Windows 10 if you do 

not wish to run Windows 11
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4. When your first switch on a new Windows 11 PC the set-up procedure will require you to have or 

create a Microsoft account – there is no simple way to say no thankyou

5. The default setting for saving your work in Windows 11 is in OneDrive unless you reset it in the 

application preferences

6. There are still some problems/difficulties with running Windows 11 compared to Windows 10

7. There are very few PCs that come with a DVD/CD as standard  - if you really need one, then you will 
have to buy a usb external drive ( ~ £15 - £20 ) 

8. If you are used to using a Tower format PC  - these are being replaced by Mini format PCs
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Performance Benchmark   25883

The Intel processor machines above use approx. 45W idling and 220W when working hard

The  AMD processor 
machine on the left uses 
approx. 10W idling and 

185W when working hard

Performance Benchmark   15945
Performance Benchmark    7743
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Laptops
Performance Benchmark    10013
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Laptops

Performance Benchmark    18853
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Laptops

Performance Benchmark    21857
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Laptops
Performance Benchmark    22879
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Issues with Windows 11

• Setting up Windows 11 is straight-forward if you accept Microsoft’s settings which means having a 
Microsoft account and using OneDrive.  

• If you don’t want to do this then you should start the process as normal, connected to your network

1. Follow the Windows 11 install process until you get to the login screen where you are prompted to sign in or 
create a Microsoft account.

2. Now's the time to cut off the Internet. If you have a physical connection you can always pull the plug, but it's 
easier to just use a command to turn off your PC's Internet until the next time it reboots, which it will as part of 
the setup process anyway.

3. Hit Shift + F10. A command prompt appears.

4. Type ipconfig /release and hit Enter to disable Internet.

5. Close the command prompt.          A new login screen appears asking "Who's going to use this device?"

6. Enter a username you want to use for your local account and click Next.
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Issues with Windows 11

7. Enter a password you would like to use and click Next. You can also leave this field blank and have no password, 
but that's not recommended.

8. Complete the rest of the install process as you normally would.

• Windows 11 is more secure and far less vulnerable to Virus attack, Ransomware etc.

• Printer drivers for most printers are available, but are more basic than in Windows 10

• e.g. My Officejet printer can print ‘borderless’ for photos with Win10 but Win11 insists that I must 

have borders of at least 1.5cm.  Anything outside this is not printed making it useless for printing 
photos 

• Most software that runs under Win10 will run under Win 11 with the exception of software that installs 
a hardware driver such as my DSLR camera firmware updater software.
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Issues with Windows 11

• If you do install some software that needs device drivers, it is difficult to remove it as the device driver 

is owned by the system once installed and cannot be removed without going through three stages to 

take ownership of the driver files before you can delete them.   Not for the faint hearted. 

• The major software change is that Microsoft Office 2013 or older will not install or run under Windows 

11, so you need to move to Office 2016 or later.

• Another change from Windows 10 is that you can only have the taskbar at the Bottom of the screen.  If 

like me you have a widescreen monitor I would prefer the ability to change this to the side of the screen 

so as to allow the full height of the screen for applications to use e.g. Word documents and 

spreadsheets.

• The final comment I would make is that the Start menu is far too small and is not adjustable
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Issues with Windows 11

• Microsoft has been hinting of a ‘major’ update for Windows 11 since last summer which is supposed to 

address many of its shortcomings.  The latest rumour is that this will happen in the next three months, 

just don’t hold your breath.

• Having said all that, I do find Windows 11 stable and generally usable.    

• I would say Windows 11 is faster, but then, the machine I am using it on is very much faster than my 

older tower PC although my laptop which is only a about 4 times slower feels sluggish in comparison 

but it will only be when I move to Windows 11 on that machine that I will be able judge if it is really 

quicker. 
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