
  

 

 

 

 

 

bƻ ŎƘŀƛǊƳŀƴΩǎ ǇƛŜŎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘ, he and Pat are touring around China, hopefully he can be persuaded to 

tell us something about his trip in the next issue. 

 

 

 

 

Christmas meeting on December 11th 

Pat Wherton tells me that there are only around 30 tickets left for the eventΣ ǎƻ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǎŜŎǳǊŜŘ one 
yet ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƘǳǊǊȅ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ October GM, or, get someone who will be there to buy one for you. 

Group Organisers Meeting  

Friday 18th October: 10- 11.30 am: Syston Community Centre.  

Please send any agenda items to: sheiladriver@hotmail.com ASAP. 

If you are not able to attend , please ask your Deputy or another Group member to come along .  

If you are a U3A member and are thinking about setting up a new group, please do let me know and come 

along so you can chat to our other Organisers! 

2020 Calendar 

Many thanks from Pat Wherton to those groups who submitted material for the Syston U3A calendar, 
which will be available in the mid-October. 

U3A Diaries 

Norma Grimes our membership secretary has learned that the nationally produced U3A Diaries are 

available. She has offered to collate and submit an order for any members who would like one. 

Please let her have details ASAP if you would like to be included.  Email: sadu3amembers@gmail.com 

Vitality!  Oct 

2019 
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DISCUSSION GROUP 

Report on the Discussion Group meeting of Wednesday 18 September 2019. 

There was a wide ranging and entertaining discussion, and the subjects included: - 

Vaping; Smart Motorways; John Lewis & Partners; The Golden Lavatory; The new French EU Commissioner; 

Tesla Cars; BREXIT; The Speaker of the House of Commons; French employment Law; Car Air Conditioning; 

and the effect of home wifi on cockroaches.. 

The Group meets at the Hub, on High Street, Syston at 2pm on the third Wednesday of each month, the 

next meeting being on 16th October 2019. If you would like more details, please contact Harold Betts on 

0116 260 8671 

UKULELE GROUP 

On recommendation of some neighbours, I joined the Syston U3A in June 2019 and noticed that you had a 

Ukulele Group.  

L ǘǊƛŜŘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǘƘŜ ǳƪǳƭŜƭŜ ŀ ŦŜǿ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻΣ ōǳǘ ƭƻǎǘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘΣ ŀǎ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŦƛƴŘ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀȅ ǿƛǘƘΣ ǎƻ ǘƘƛǎ 

seemed an ideal opportunity to try it again. 

So, I rescued my ukulele from the attic, dusted it down and rang Len Abraham, who is one of the group 

leaders, together with Dave Houseman, and asked if I could come along to the Syston Brookside WMC, 

where they meet on a Friday afternoon. 

Len and Dave were only too happy to welcome me and the whole group were also very friendly and made 

me feel very welcome. 

As the group had been formed around 18 months ago, I was a little behind in ability, but with friendly 

advice from the group and plenty of practice, I feel I can join in with most of the songs they play. 

LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎƛƴƎŜǊ όŀǎ ǎƻƳŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǿƛƭƭ ŀǘǘŜǎǘ ǘƻƻΗύΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ǎƻ Ƴuch fun and practising 

together is much more rewarding than on my own. 

I joined in my first public performance with the group at the Syston Fair recently and found it great fun and 

look forward to many more. 

L ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ǿŜƭƭ-known fact that learning a new skill and mixing with a good social group can keep you 

feeling younger for longer, so thanks to Len and Dave, who give up their time for the group and to all the 

other members who are so friendly ς I aim to keep feeling young for as long as possible! 

Steve Kenney 

GROUP NEWS



If you would like to have an enjoyable weekly sing-along and lots of laughs why not pop in on a Friday 
afternoon. 
 

 

QUIZ GROUP 

I'm pleased to be able to confirm that the U3A Quiz Group will be re-launched Tuesday 22nd October at 
the Syston Bowling Club on Central Park starting at 7.00 p.m. 
 
The Club have agreed to provide full Bar and refreshment facilities. 
 
Subject to consultation, it my intention to meet on a monthly basis (4th Tuesday of each month).  A charge 
of £2 per head per session will be made to cover the cost of the venue. 
 
Teams of 4 answering 6 rounds of 10 questions each, with a refreshment break in the middle, will enable 
us to finish by 10 p.m. latest.  
 
Anyone who would like to join in but who might be reluctant to be out alone after dark, on winter evenings 
should contact me (email: colin.grimes2@btinternet.com;  Tel: 2608412) so that I can explore the 
possibility of providing transport or companionship for the walk to and from the venue. 
 
Future dates will be 26th November; No meeting in December; 28th January, 25th February and 24th 
March 2020 after which we will need to find an alternative venue following the start of the bowling season 
on 1st April. 
 
Members are assured that, as always, the aim is to have fun.  We are not looking for Mastermind-level 
intellects. No-one should feel excluded.  No-one will be "shamed".  You don't have to have a team of 4 
already set up.  Teams can be set up on the night, depending on attendance numbers.  
 
I look forward to welcoming you. 

Colin Grimes 
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British History Group 

Well, we had a lively meeting in September.  What did we learn? 

Memories of childhood and carbolic soap, all thanks to Joseph Lister and his life saving research into 
antiseptics in 1867. 

We shared information about the establishment of the Trades Union Congress in 1868, and all the reasons 
why workers needed to have the support of Trades Unions in our increasingly wealthy nation. 

We now know how Britain came to own 44% of the shares in the Suez Canal, and how that further opened 
up the trade routes to India. 

aŀǊǊƛŜŘ ǿƻƳŜƴ ŀǘ ƭŀǎǘ ƘŀŘ ǎƻƳŜ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ŀŦǘŜǊ мутлΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƴƻǿ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƪƴƻǿ ŀǎ ǿŜ 
had the earliest version of a prenup illustrated! 

We even managed to get Antidisestablishmentarianism a mention.  Any the wiser? 

CƻǊ hŎǘƻōŜǊΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ ƳƻǾŜ ƻƴ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀƴ .Ǌƛǘŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ 
ǿŜΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ on; 

Victoria as Empress of India 

Gilbert and Sullivan first production of HMS Pinafore 

The introduction of compulsory education up to the age of 10 

aŜŜǘ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ {ƳƛǘƘ ŀǎ ƘŜ ōǊƛƴƎǎ ǳǎ ǘƘŜ .ƻȅΩǎ .ǊƛƎŀŘŜ ƛƴ мууо 

LŦ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ please contact Pat Wherton email: pat27wherton@gmail.com 

Local History Group 

A September visit to Beaumanor Hall 

Work began on building Beaumanor Hall in 1842. William Herrick the owner inherited the estate from his 

uncle, however the style of thŜ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ƘƛƳ ŀƴŘ ƛƴƘŜǊƛǘƛƴƎ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǎǳƳǎ ƻŦ ƳƻƴŜȅ ŦǊƻƳ 

Ƙƛǎ aƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƘŜ ōǳƛƭǘ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ŀ ƘƻǳǎŜ ΩŎƻƳƳŜƴǎǳǊŀǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŀƳǇƭŜ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ 

ƻŦ DƻŘ ƘŀŘ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ŀǘ Ƙƛǎ ŘƛǎǇƻǎŀƭ ΨΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜ ǿŀǎ ϻфтно ǘƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ Ŏost £37000 ς nothing was 

spared. 

In 1848 the household moved in. William Herrick was a bachelor and lived with his unmarried sister Mary 

Ann accompanied by eleven indoor servants. game keepers, estate workers and grooms. He did marry 

eventually but had no heirs 

.ŜŀǳƳŀƴƻǊ ǊŜƳŀƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ IŜǊǊƛŎƪ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΩ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǳƴǘƛƭ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǎƻƭŘ ƛƴ мфмрΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǎƛǘƛƻƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ 

ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǿŀǊ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ǳǎŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ΨƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴΩ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ōƻǳƎƘǘ ōȅ 

Leicestershire county council in 1974 and has been used since then as a Conference and Educational 

centre. 

mailto:pat27wherton@gmail.com


Some 18 of the Local History group visited the house in September and were escorted round the building, 

seeing the attics but unfortunately not the cellars since there were school groups taking place. To make up 

for this we were treated to coffee and extremely delectable cakes and invited back for a free visit on one of 

the bookable Sunday tours, (dates on the website). 

 This was the last of our summer visits. Now we have a programme of speakers starting on October16th 

with Maladies and Medicine. This should follow on nicely to our previous visit to Donnington le Heath 

where we spent some time visiting the herb garden. 

Jennifer Sandys 

 

Painting Group 

MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING 
 
On the 7th September members from the painting group held an art and craft exhibition, with the help of 

staff at the Community centre, in aid of Macmillan Cancer Support. The day was dry and sunny which 

helped to bring people in, and we had many tasty cakes and treats on sale. The day went really well, and 

we raised almost £400 which we were very pleased with. Thank you to all those who supported us. 

 



 

Some of the work of the painting group on display at the MacMillan Coffee Morning 

 



 

Charnwood U3A Days of Interest Group 

Saturday 16th November ς York Christmas Festival 

Spaces now available to other U3A members                                                                                 

All the attractions of York, including its historic centre 

and the Minster, plus a Christmas market. Soak up the 

ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ƳŜŘƛŜǾŀƭ ŎƘŀǊƳ ŀƴŘ ǎŎŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǎǇƛŎŜŘ ƳǳƭƭŜŘ ǿƛƴŜ 

this season, as fairs, family fun and festival flavours 

transform York into a festive fairy-tale. Take a leisurely 

stroll along St Nicholas Fair and soak up the festive 

atmosphere, as you discover fine Yorkshire produce from crafters and makers showcased at the Made in 

Yorkshire Yuletide ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜΦ LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ƎƛŦǘǎΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǿŀƴŘŜǊ 
amongst the many alpine chalets on Parliament Street. Head down to Kings Square and experience all the 

fun of the fair. Sample festive food and drink at the St Sampson's Square rustic Yorkshire Barn with 

delicious treats including hot chestnuts and glasses of warming mulled wine. The Judge's Lodging will host 

the Small Business Christmas Market, where you can buy unique, locally crafted gifts.  

Price £17.00 per person  

Depart Nanpantan sports ground car park, Watermead Lane, Loughborough LE11 3TN at 8:30 a.m. (There 

is lots of parking.)   Leave York at 4:00 p.m.  

If you would like to join us please contact Jill Strachan on 07919 001444 or email:  jill -intro@talk21.com      

Everyone on each trip must be a U3A member. It is essential that members from other U3As (i.e. not 

Charnwood) provide proof of U3A membership, either in advance of the trip by emailing a copy of your 

up to date membership card or by bringing your card along on the day of the trip.   

The following trips are likely to be full, but if you would like to go on a reserve list, you might be able to 

step in if someone else drops out ς 

 

 
 
NEC - A trip to the Christmas crafts fair on Friday 1 November  
Entrance is £5  
Transport cost approx. £14 depends on numbers. 
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