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Learn, laugh, live!

Dear Members

Summer has arrived this week, fingers crossed it’s still here when you read this!

 With Covid now a distant memory, our u3a is flourishing, due to the
commitment and hard work of numerous members. The Events committee are
spoiling us for choice with the many varied trips they arrange so capably for
us. I look forward to day trips, I don’t have to worry about packing I just get up
slightly earlier than usual and make my way to the coach pick up point. Already
this year I’ve been to jail and escaped too; Shrewsbury jail was a real eye opener,
the coldness inside only emphasised how prisoners suffered in the past. Many
of you booked to go to Wells, in fact so many that an additional trip was added
to see the sea at Clevedon, an unspoilt small seaside town and the sun shone.
The trip to Wells followed, an amazing city with a fantastic Cathedral, where I
gained my wings (see below) and again we were blessed by the sun. In contrast
next week there’s a trip to a Synagogue in Birmingham.
“Variety is the spice of life”

Stourbridge in Bloom – have you seen the planters in the town? What a
fantastic sight they are, many of the helpers in the effort to win Gold again in
Heart of England in Bloom competition are members of Stourbridge u3a. So
thanks to every one of you, every little helps, so support our wonderful group
leaders and encourage your friends to join us.

Best wishes
Barbara

mailto:newsletter.stourbridgeu3a@gmail.com


Learn, laugh, live!

Visit to Shrewsbury Jail
- 19th of April 2023

We had a prompt start on a sunny spring
day from Stanley Road at 8:00 a.m. with
Greenline coaches. The drive there was
quite uneventful with the driver choosing
not to go on the motorways.

The tour began with a description of the
Induction Centre and it's processing of the
new inmates. The rules were quite specific
but it was surprising how much flexibility
was given to people who had been
committed to jail unexpectedly and who
had to make arrangements for issues such
as childcare, looking after elderly relatives
etc. It was also quite astonishing to hear of
the lengths that new inmates would go to
to hide contraband goods for huge sums
of money paid to their relatives by the
present inmates.

Prisoners were expected to share cells and
were matched up specially to avoid
conflicts. The cells had developed over
time with a vast improvement made when
they added a toilet and wash basin to
every cell although prisoners still had to
take part in communal showers at least
once a day as part of their routine.
Shrewsbury jail had ceased to be a working
prison in 2008 and was bought out

privately and then converted into a
museum and visitor centre.

We then had some free time to explore
Shewsbury town centre and to obtain
some lunch. There are quite a few historic
buildings in and around Shewsbury itself
including the railway station and the Castle
and the Town Hall.

Our return to Stourbridge was delayed
due to an incident which broke the
outside glass of a window. This window
had to be made safe before we could
continue our journey home.
James Gennard

Visit to Shrewsbury Jail



Trip To Clevedon 19th May
CLEVEDON TRIP

 On a beautiful sunny Friday in May we
boarded our coach at 9am for an outing
to the seaside.

Clevedon is a lovely town to visit with its
restored pier and lovely views.

When we arrived, Brenda Stevenson led
us up the Poet’s walk with its views of the
whole of the seafront and the open-air
swimming pool. We then walked along the
seafront to the restored pier and stopped

off at the Glass Box restaurant to have a
great lunch of fish and chips.

At the end of the pier, we sat on a bench
and listened to the history of the pier’s
demise and restoration at an audio
information point; then wandered back
along the seafront.

Some people visited the shops in town,
but Brenda Smith and I sat and ate ice
cream and admired the sea views before
we got on the coach and returned home
to Stourbridge.

Tess Wagstaff
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TRIP TO WELLS
Our trip to Wells on the 7th of June went
very well. The weather was perfect and the
city is small enough to see everything you
want to see in a day. A lot of us went to
the Bishops Palace and gardens and also
saw the swans in the moat ringing the bell
for their food. Everyone I think went to the
Cathedral, what a magnificent place. Also
Vicars Close is nearby and it is the oldest
street still lived in, in the country. Also it
was market day and many of us enjoyed
looking around its many stalls.

Tess Wagstaff
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INTEREST GROUPS
CANAL GROUP

This sign was spotted on our Canal Group visit
to Great Haywood Junction, Staffordshire, on
15th May.  According to Wikipedia, Desire Lines
are any established paths, or shortcuts, made
by pedestrians.  So, every time I cut across the
grass verge to go to Sainsbury’s over the road,
I am creating a Desire Line.  You learn
something every day!

We had sunny weather for our stroll around
the canal and local area; there was a café, farm
shop and plant nursery too, so our cars were
quite full on the way back home.

Brenda Smith

NEW GROUPS

There are a number of proposed new groups, if you would like to know more please contact:

Badminton:  Maggie Thompson - groupliaison.stourbridgeu3a@gmail.com

Kurling:  Mike Billings, Group Leader - scripto1nn@gmail.com

N.B.:  The contact for the Tap Group is now Elaine Skidmore - elaineskidmore@gmail.com.

Stourbridge Glass Museum - Volunteers wanted
The new museum opened in April 2022 and is an internationally recognised collection of
glass. There are a variety of volunteering roles available including Front of House, Activity
Support, Tour Guiding, Back of House including glass and book conservation, and Curator
Assistance. To find out more please contact the museum volunteer co-ordinator Moemi
Madigan on 01384 900447.

mailto:groupliaison.stourbridgeu3a@gmail.com
mailto:groupliaison.stourbridgeu3a@gmail.com
mailto:scripto1nn@gmail.com
mailto:elaineskidmore@gmail.com.
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NATURE PHOTOGRAPHY

Hello everyone

I am your new treasurer, taking over
following Jane Williamson’s retirement. I
would like to thank Jane for making the
handover to me as painless as possible.

Those of you in the Canals and Quizzes
groups will recognise me and those in the

History and What’s Happening in the
World groups will also know my husband,
Nigel.

My family were local and I was born in
Mary Stevens Maternity Home. Nigel and
I have always lived in Pedmore. I went to
Stourbridge Girls’ High School in the late
1960s. I have a degree in geography from
Manchester University and worked
locally as a Chartered Accountant.

I am now thoroughly enjoying my
retirement. Meeting new people and
doing new things through U3A is part of
that, so I look forward to being your
treasurer and getting to know as many
of you as possible.

Anne Williams.

OUR NEW TREASURER

   Heron in Mary Stevens Park

 Maggie Thompson submitted this photo
to the u3a “Found In Nature” initiative and
it was accepted.

If you want to see more photographs like
this then use the  link below but please
remember that there are many months of
entries now so you will not necessarily see
Maggie’s photo without searching through
them.

https://www.u3a.org.uk/learning/nation
al-programmes/found-in-nature

QUOTE - My grandkids believe I’m the oldest thing in the world.  And after two or
three hours with them, I believe it too.  Gene Perret

https://www.u3a.org.uk/learning/national-programmes/found-in-nature
https://www.u3a.org.uk/learning/national-programmes/found-in-nature
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AND FINALLY

STOURBRIDGE u3a FACEBOOK GROUPS

For general information about our u3a
https://www.facebook.com/Stourbridge-
u3a-1346526112121975

The Stourbridge u3a in Touch page:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/54897331
9074793 (Closed group - by application only.)

Photography Group
https://www.facebook.com/groups/24795022
2889366

NATIONAL u3a FACEBOOK GROUP
https://www.facebook.com/groups/28331250701
05668

NATIONAL u3a REGULAR BULLETINS
https://www.u3a.org.uk

NATIONAL u3a NEWSLETTER
https://www.u3a.org.uk/newsletter

There is a food collection box at monthly meetings.
The items will be donated to the local Food Bank for
distribution to the less fortunate.

SPEAKERS
The speakers for the next 3 months are:-

July  6th
Philip Bowen with “The 1950’s”

August 3rd
Vince Williams with “Mountain rescue in the
UK”

September 7
Alison Wakeman with “Tell um about the
honey, Mummy”

OUTINGS & EVENTS
11th July NT Quarry Bank Mill arrive at 11am
and leave at 3pm. £16 or £17 add group rate
price for non-NT members. Organiser
Brenda Stevenson - booked for 40.

4th September Bletchley Park arrive 11am
and depart 3.30pm, £35.50 or £36.50,
Organiser Brenda Stevenson.

4th October Bristol Aerospace Museum
arrive 11am and depart 3pm. £37 or £38
Organiser Peter Orme.

Christmas social to be arranged.
The trips and events are on sale
approximately 2 months before, more
details at monthly meetings or on the weekly
email to members.

GROUP LEADERS MEETING

A successful meeting was held on the 16th
June in the Stourbridge Institute. More than
20 leaders were able to attend and
apologies were received from those on
holiday, or with grandchildren duties.

There was a lively discussion on Agenda
topics and Group Liaison Officer, Maggie
Thompson, thanked everyone for all their
hard work in running our 40+ interest groups.

Brenda Smith

QUOTE - Passing the vodka bottle and
playing the guitar :  Keith Richards on how he
keeps fit !
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