
DRAFT SOTS U3A AGM MINUTES   5th May 2022 

 

1 
 

MINUTES OF THE 9th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF STOKE-ON-TRENT SOUTH u3a 
HELD IN LONGTON CENTRAL HALL AT 2pm ON THURSDAY, 5th MAY 2022. 

 
Present  
Keith Ward Chairman 
Fay Howell   Business Secretary 
Andrew Devin Vice-Chairman 
Lynne Stevenson  Treasurer 
  

Alan Stevenson    Committee Member 
Kevin Ford Committee Member 
Beverley Maher Committee Member 
Phil Rowley Committee Member 
Joe Neilson Committee Member 
  
  
Seventy members were in attendance.  

  
 
1.  WELCOME 

 The Chairman opened the meeting by welcoming everyone, but offered a special welcome 
to those who were attending an AGM for the first time. He observed that it was great to 
see such a large attendance and offered his thanks. A request was then made generally 
for apologies.  

  
  
  2. APOLOGIES 
 Valerie Greatbatch - Committee Member 
 Jean Smith, Ralph Smith, Alison Townsend, John Morris, Ruth Lowndes. 
  
  
   3. MINUTES OF THE 2019 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 The Minutes of previous AGM held on 23rd May 2019 were available to all members prior 
to the meeting. The Chairman requested that they be approved. Angela Ward proposed 
their accuracy, and John Wilding seconded the proposal. Accordingly, the Minutes were 
signed as a true and accurate record.  

  
  

  4. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
 The Chairman’s report is presented in its entirety as follows: 

 
Today I step down after five years as your Chairman.  
 
Stoke on Trent South u3a was established in 2011 at a meeting held at the Crown Hotel 
Longton. I am sure that many of us here today will remember that meeting.  
 
From that time SOTS has continued to develop in terms of membership, group activities 
and monthly meetings. That is until Covid meant these had to cease. However, a small 
Executive Committee was set up to deal with matters needing attention, as well as 
ensuring continuity and planning for the future.  
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At the beginning of the lockdown, membership stood at just over 500 with some 30 
groups. Once the regulations permitted, SOTS began to get back to some kind of 
normality. At the end of SOTS financial year in March 2022, there were some 400 
members. Since then, 305 members have renewed their membership or have joined the 
organisation. I am sure this figure will increase. During the lockdown I was confident that 
given time, membership would reach the pre-Covid level again. I am delighted that we are 
heading in that right direction. Groups have recommenced, although attendance in some 
cases is low.  
 
Monthly meetings begin again on the 30th June.  At this point my thanks go to the 
Committee for their hard work before and after the lockdown, not Ieast in getting things up 
and running again over the last few months. It has had to deal with a number of difficult 
issues, but has always pulled in the same direction. Unfortunately our Minutes Secretary, 
Sue Hartley, has had to resign for medical reasons and her work in this role is much 
appreciated. It would be very helpful if any member feels able to fill this vacancy, and if so 
please speak to me or another member of the Committee. Thanks also go to Group 
Leaders for their enthusiasm, and for ensuring that the various activities thrive, and more 
recently for their efforts to re-establish them.  
 
The Committee cannot operate effectively without the consent and approval of the 
membership. Thank you for that support, It is good that we can again meet friends, 
empathise with each other and support one another in these difficult times.  
 
It has been a pleasure and privilege to be your Chairman. I thank the Committee and 
membership for their backing. I am sure you will continue to support your Chairman Elect, 
Andrew Devin in the same way.  
 
Finally, may I just say looking ahead, without members joining the Committee to help with 
the running of the organisation, it is difficult to see how in the long run it will possible to 
provide the activities we all enjoy at the present time.  
 
Thank you 
 

  
  

   5. TREASURER’S REPORT 
  

The Treasurer’s report is presented in its entirety as follows: 
 
Stoke on Trent South u3a Financial Report for 2019/2020 & 2020/2021 
Registered Charity no. 1148741 
 
At long last I am pleased to bring you the financial report for S-o-T South u3a.    
 
This report covers the periods 1st April 2019 to 31st March 2020 and 1st April 2020 to 31st 
March 2021. I have also included the figures for last year, but as these have not been 
audited I cannot ask you to accept them. You should all have sight of a copy of the 
accounts and can see that first two years have been examined and found to be correct.   
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We continue to be a registered charity – No 1148741, and our accounts are entered each 
year on the Charity Commission website, and can be viewed on that site.  All members of 
the committee are Charity Commission Trustees. 
 
I am happy to report that we have maintained our comfortable financial position despite all 
the ups and downs that our groups have faced. Last year the executive members of the 
Committee decided that we would only charge those members who had paid the previous 
year £5 for the annual subscription. We did have to continue to pay national fees for the 
time we were not meeting, and certainly for the first year of Covid restriction we allowed 
the u3a magazine to be sent to all members who had requested it. Despite some rises in 
hire costs and smaller group sizes for many activities, we are just about still covering our 
room hire costs with the £1 per session charge. Certainly for now it continues to be the 
committee’s policy to allow small groups to continue even if their income does not cover 
the cost of their room hire. The enjoyment and interest of our members is the priority not 
the size of the group. 
 
So, if you look at the accounts for the first two years, you will notice that I was able to 
claim Gift Aid on some of our membership subscriptions and I would urge you to complete 
this section of the membership form if you are a UK tax payer and feel happy to do so. 
Because of our comfortable financial situation there are no plans to increase either the 
membership fee or group attendance fees in the coming year. 
 
The Treasurer then asked if attendees had any questions regarding the accounts.  
 
No questions were posed by the members present, consequently the Treasurer asked for 
formal acceptance of the accounts of S-o-T South u3a for the two years ending 31st March 
2021. Lynette Bell proposed acceptance, and Margaret Nickisson seconded the proposal. 
Accordingly, a show of hands confirmed acceptance. 
 
The Treasurer continued: 
 
I sincerely hope that now things are beginning to feel more like normal, members have 
started to enjoy the activities of our u3a again and feel that their fees are being used to 
good effect. As always, the committee will endeavour to continue to do this for the coming 
year. May I personally thank all those who collect the money at the various groups and 
those who endeavour to get it to me thus enabling a smooth, efficient and up to date 
financial system, it is greatly appreciated. 
 

  
  

  6. ELECTIONS OF OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Chairman explained that there remained a vacancy on the committee for a Minutes 
Secretary, and would accept a duly authorised proposal from the floor. No such offer was 
forthcoming.  
 
Since all Officers and Committee Members were due for re-election/election, members in 
attendance agreed that Officers could be elected as one block, and Committee Members 
as a second block. Angela Ward read out all the details as follows: 
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a) 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

b) 
 

 

OFFICERS 

ROLE NOMINEE PROPOSER SECONDER 
 

Chairman Andrew Devin Phil Rowley Gail Seadon 

Vice-Chairman Keith Ward Angela Ward Andrew Devin 

Business Secretary Fay Howell Alan Stevenson M.J. Leonard 

Treasurer Lynne Stevenson S. Dawson P. Williams 

    
 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

NOMINEE PROPOSER SECONDER 
 

Alan Stevenson David Darby Alan Phillips 

Kevin Ford Fay Howell Alan Stevenson 

Valerie Greatbatch Fay Howell Andrew Devin 

Beverley Maher Fay Howell Phil Rowley 

Phil Rowley Andrew Devin Alan Stevenson 

Joe Neilson Fay Howell Andrew Devin 

Dianne Ellis Fay Howell Andrew Devin 

 
Each block of elections was unanimously supported by members by a show of hands, i.e. 
there were no votes against.  
 

7.  PARTICIPATION OF NON-COVID VACCINATED MEMBERS IN u3a ACTIVITIES 
 The Chairman of the current meeting (KW) explained at the outset that the above topic 

received from a member for discussion was not in the form of a motion and would not be 
voted upon. He further added that the privacy requirements of our policies would not 
permit us to ask any member about their vaccination status.    

  
 The Chairman asked whether anyone wished to make a comment. Only newly elected 

Chairman (AD) passed comment, affirming the view that no mandatory vaccination 
scheme exists in the UK, and Government remained fearful of implementation due to an 
expectation of human rights and discrimination claims.     

  
 A proposal by KW, duly seconded by Alan Stevenson, that no action be taken was 

supported by a show of hands.  
  

   8. QUESTIONS FROM THE FLOOR   
 No questions were asked. 

  
9. THANKS AND CLOSE OF BUSINESS 
 The Chairman formally thanked everyone for their attendance and participation in the 

proceedings. 
  
 The formal part of the meeting closed at 2:20pm, and was followed by musical 

entertainment from the Mel Baines Trio.  
  

 
 
               Chairman:  ……………..              Date …………………… 
 


