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Widely Available - 100 years later

• Dates taken

• 1841 - Sunday, 6 June

• 1851 - Sunday, 30 March

• 1861 - Sunday, 7 April

• 1871 - Sunday, 2 April

• 1881 - Sunday, 3 April

• 1901 - Sunday, 31 March

• 1911 - Sunday, 2 April

• 1921 - Sunday, 19 June  (1921 was meant to be done in April like 
previous years but industrial upheaval delayed it)



1841 and before

• The 1841 census rounds up ages down to the nearest 5 years for 
anyone over 15.

• There are some census prior to 1841 but not many of them 
contain names as they were mainly taken for population numbers, 
but what is available is summarised at

• https://www1.essex.ac.uk/history/documents/research/RT2_Wall
_2012.pdf

• Note this only says what is available and where it is, if known, it 
does not have any details, you would have to go searching for 
those.



1931 and 1941?? 

• The 1931 census was carried out on the 12th April but it 
was destroyed by fire in 1942, 1941 was never done 
because of the war, the next census to be released will be 
1951 after 2051.



1939 Register

• There is the 1939 register which is available and that is 
available as it is not a census and therefore comes under a 75 
year rule rather than the 100 year census rule.

• It was taken on 29th September 1939, about a month after 
the outbreak of world war 2 and it was taken to record all 
people in the UK at the time in order to issue identity cards, 
ration cards and more. 

• The register was updated (married names) until 1952 when 
the requirement for registration ceased, but the NHS 
continued to use the register and update it until 1991.

• Does not show place of birth but does have birthday



Other sources

• There are other records that have been collected from 
time to time and the availability varies, for example 
• Window Tax records, 

• Constables Census,

• Hearth Tax records,

• in general these records will show the more affluent 
members of society and will rarely show females or 
children or the ages of people.



Where do you find them?

• www.freecen.org.uk has about 45 million transcribed 
records from censuses.

• Ancestry.com

• FindMyPast

• Family Search
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