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Welcome to the November and Christmas edition of our newsletter 

I’m pleased to send you our quarterly newsletter, I do hope you enjoy reading it 
and find items that might interest you to join additional groups perhaps. 

I recently attended a national u3a Zoom call focusing on the many activities and 
support services they offer. I wasn’t aware of many of them and found it very      
interesting,  so I have included a section I have called “Focus on National”. I hope 
you find it useful and I encourage you to investigate their website at                       
https://www.u3a.org.uk/. 

Romsey & District 
November 2023 

u3a 
 
learn 
laugh 
live 

We have articles from Jeff Delaney and Wendy Jelbert this quarter and a very        
interesting group article from Architecture & Local History, I learned a lot from just 
reading it, many thanks to all who compiled it. 

There is the annual Romsey Street survey report included, it’s very interesting to 
read about all the changes in just one year. 

I am now including a list of members who have joined us in the last 3 months, if you 
are one of them, a very warm welcome from the trustees team and I hope you enjoy 
one of our many group activities. 

So let me wish you and your family a very happy and peaceful Christmas, enjoy the 
newsletter and do let me know what you think of it  - what else would you like to see 
included—there’s always room for more group reports……. 

John Dick, Publications 
publications@romseyu3a.org.uk 

https://www.u3a.org.uk/
mailto:publications@romseyu3a.org.uk
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U3a Chair Report 

Well, as Autumn seems to be with us, it is time to think about 
making sure we get out and meet others and what can be better 
than the monthly meeting. A cup of tea, a chat and a chance to 
hear a fascinating talk, I look forward to welcoming you at future 
meetings. 

A Warm Welcome to our New Members 

A warm welcome to our new members who have joined between 1st August and 30th October 
2023. 

Julia Bahij Patricia Littlewood David Warren Robert Harvey 

Wendy Hinds John Wills Diane Henderson Rosalind Cross` 

Nikki Moxey Patricia Silwa Julie Abraham Carl Donnelly 

Carolyn Thorne Susan Jenner Catherine Ritchie Carrie Ross 

We look forward to welcoming you to future events and groups, keep an eye on our website for 
updates to Events and Groups. 

Trustee team. 

I see that the demise of the Crosfield Hall has returned to the pages 
of the press, and we will continue to monitor what happens.  

Keep enjoying your groups and enjoying the benefits of getting out 
and meeting like- minded people. 

Bob Shemilt 

Email: chair@romseyu3a.org.uk 

mailto:chair@romseyu3a.org.uk
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Date Meeting Details 

Wed Nov 15th Speaker: Jane Glennie - making a welcome return to speak to us again 
Topic: JANE AUSTEN'S BEST FRIEND 
Description: Travel back in time to Southampton in 1809 and meet Martha 
Lloyd gossiping about the Austen family. 

Wed Dec 13th SPEAKER : BRONDA DOSSETT, a retired dancer and choreographer and 
qualified National Speaker. She was the choreographer for the annual  
Weymouth pantomime and taught at the Bronda Kaile Dance Centre , 
Weymouth. 
TITLE OF TALK: TALES FROM DOWNTON ABBEY 
DESCRIPTION: The Talk includes some backstage gossip from the filming of 
Downton Abbey followed by the history of the real family, who lived at 

Wed Jan 17th 2024  Speaker: Jermey Prescott 
Topic: THE MIRACLE FLOWER - FROM FLANDERS TO THE TOWER 
Description: The story of the Poppy and how it became the symbol of    

Wed Feb 21st 2024  Speaker: Paul Whittle - returns to speak to us again 
Topic: THE VENETIAN CONNECTION 
Description: Venice and the cities and regions ruled by this once powerful 

Events Calendar 

A full list of current events is available on our web page  

at   https://u3asites.org.uk/romsey/events 

This is the current schedule for the next few meetings at Crosfield Hall. 

If you have any requests or feedback on events, please contact Gill or Tim Bailey, our         
Programme Secretaries at email  programmesecretary@romseyu3a.org.uk 

https://u3asites.org.uk/romsey/events
https://u3asites.org.uk/romsey/events
mailto:programmesecretary@romseyu3a.org.uk
mailto:programmesecretary@romseyu3a.org.uk
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Interest Groups’ News : November 2023 

 New Italian Conversation Group 

The group started this summer and is looking for new members to join them (non-beginners). Please 
contact the group leader for more information. 

French 2 

The leader of this group, Liz Gill, has decided to step down from her role after 15 years. We would like 
to thank her for her hard work and enthusiasm in making the group a success for all this time. 

Short Day Trips 

Two committee members ( Ken Shorter & Roy Smith) are due to retire from their roles in organising 
trips for the group and we would like to thank them for their diligence, enthusiasm and competence 
in running many successful trips over the past years. 

They are therefore looking for new people to join the committee to help organise future trips.       
Anyone interested should speak to current committee members at the SDT table after monthly 
meetings or phone the group contact, Brenda Griffiths. You can also speak to Jo or Margaret at the 
groups’ table in the annex. 

Without more volunteers this group may well struggle to offer the high level of service             
previously enjoyed.  

Current Affairs 

Unfortunately this group has had to fold due to a shortage of members and a lack of group leader. 
Our thanks go to Aelred Darbyshire and before him, Alan Fowler, for keeping the group going for 
such a long period of time. 

NB Remember that anyone can suggest ideas for a new group and we will help you to try to set it up 
if it is viable.  

Please contact Jo : 01974 514134 or  Margaret : margaretmarchbank@btinternet if you have any 
questions or concerns about group matters. 

Margaret & Jo. 

Remember to check our u3a website regularly for updates from 
the Groups or Trustees, go to; 

https://u3asites.org.uk/romsey/home 

mailto:margaretmarchbank@btinternet
https://u3asites.org.uk/romsey/home
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News from our Interest Groups 

U3A Walking group 

Eight  of us walked from Beaulieu to Bucklers Hard and back, afterwards we 
enjoyed a coffee in Beaulieu, in total a 5-mile walk. 

Group leader, Jan Morley 

Painting Thursday 

We meet every THURSDAY morning at 10.00am – 12noon at the Methodist Hall. 

Thirteen members enjoy drawing and painting in a wide variety of media and styles every week as 
you see below.  We were invited to take part in an arts and crafts exhibition at The Methodist Hall 
in June as part of the Romsey Arts Festival. Check us out over a cuppa or coffee any Thursday 
morning approx. 11.00am – we are a friendly bunch !   

Group leader, Janet Moody 01794 517589  
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GEOGRAPHY & GEOLOGY GROUP 

Since their South Downs field trip in May, the group has enjoyed talks on Uzbekistan, the  
Political, Social and Economic Geography of the River Elbe, Flint and an interesting film on       
Europe’s Battle Against Desertification.  The September talk was about The Shipping Forecast, 
issued by the Met Office on behalf of the Maritime and Coastguard Agency, 
Gale warnings were first telegraphed to ships in the north Atlantic in 1911.  But the origins of the 
shipping forecast go back to the middle of the nineteenth century and the foundation of the 
Meteorological Office, which came about largely in response to the vast numbers of lives being 
lost in foul weather at sea – something which concerned Captain Robert FitzRoy greatly.  Born 
1805, and famous for captaining the BEAGLE, Robert FitzRoy was also the man who founded 
the Meteorological Office and is directly responsible for the shipping forecast we know today.  
He circulated new instruments among naval captains and collated their reports on humidity, 
wind, atmospheric pressure and temperature to compile charts of there own invention that he 
called “wind stars”.  He set up 24 weather stations around Britain which communicated their  
data to London via the new-fangled Morse Code.  From this information FitzRoy drew up the 
first synoptic charts, a method used to this day.  The charts enabled him to give a fair estimate 
of weather patterns for the following couple of days and he issued these to the newspapers 
which published the first “weather forecasts”.  Building on the pioneering work by FitzRoy,     
meteorologists became more specific with their forecasts and on 1 January 1924, when the 
shipping forecast first appeared in something approximating its current format, forecasters 
were able to divide the waters around Britain into Regions. (VIKING, FORTIES, HUMBER, DOVER, 
PORTLAND, etc)   The bulletin (called Weather shipping) was broadcast twice daily at 9am and 
8pm from the Air Ministry in London with a range radius of some 2000 miles.. Today it is  
broadcast on Radio 4 four times per day, and although most modern ships have onboard    
technology to provide the Forecast information, they still use it to check their data. 

 

Vice-Admiral 
Robert Fitzroy 

(5 July 1805 –  
30 April 1865) 

 

In November there will be an interesting presentation on The Geography and Geology of Chile 
and Peru, while in December we shall be learning about Iceland as well as enjoying a mince pie!  
Come along and join us.  Group leader, Janet Moody   01794 517589   
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SCRABBLE GROUP 

 Who knew that EEW is a valid Scrabble word? 
You could join our Romsey Scrabblers to buff 
up your skills in time for family Christmas 
games glory. Our group meets for a friendly 
two hour session every fortnight, usually on 
Thursday mornings and we never fail to learn a 
useful new word or two. Rules of play are not 
too strictly followed so my poor spelling is not 
a great disadvantage.  

NOW—try and work out the total points 
scored on our picture board if the words were 
played in the following order: TEA - SCRABBLE 
- ROMSEY - OUR - JOIN - SCRABBLERS -   
COFFEE - BISCUIT - FUN.  Yes, I know that 
ROMSEY is not an allowable word but will       
ignore that and invite you to contact me if you 
are interested in joining the group or just want 
the answer to the points quiz explained.  

Group leader, Tony Prince. 

(You will find the answer later in this document) 

Bridge for Improvers 

The Group is well established with two or three tables playing each 
Wednesday afternoon at Braishfield Village Hall from 1.45.pm If you 
have played Bridge previously, no matter how long ago, you would 
be welcome to join us. We mix in, play social bridge and will discuss 
a difficult or  complicated hand after the event, from which we all 
learn.  

Recently one of our members, Malcolm Munro, had a 90th Birthday 
which we all helped him celebrate with tea and cake. 

Group leader, Lindsey Dunford  
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If you need the answers (shame on you!!!) they are at 
the back of the newsletter. 
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ARCHITECTURE AND LOCAL HISTORY GROUP 

The group had a summer break in August, so visits resumed in September with a visit to 
BOSHAM. On a very hot and sunny day, group members with other u3a friends travelled by 
coach to this West Sussex village (pronounced ‘Bozzum’). Located on the upper reaches of 
Chichester harbour it provides a wonderful mix of local history and legend set against a        
background of present day prosperity. 

The village is very much centred round Holy Trinity Church 
where Christians have worshipped for over 1300 years, at the 
oldest site of Christianity in Sussex.  The church architecture has 
a mixture of Saxon and Norman styles sensitively renovated and 
extended to blend the past with the present. The tower is the 
oldest part of the church built in four stages: the first three    
Saxon and the fourth Norman; the spire was added in the early 
15th century. The chancel is a good example of Saxon, Norman 
and Early English architecture with a beautiful five-light lancet 
window. 

The church contains many interesting items: a 12th century octagonal lead-lined 
font, several piscinae and 13th century Crusader’s Crosses hewn on a stone 
doorway jamb. The 14th century Crypt is now used as a small chapel.  In 1865 a 
small stone coffin containing the remains of a young girl was found at the foot 
of the chancel steps - reputedly King Canute’s eight year-old daughter, 
drowned in the nearby mill stream. 

Bosham also gets a mention in the Bayeux Tapestry, created soon after the 
Norman Conquest. It shows Harold leading a retinue into Bosham with the 
Latin text: “Where Harold, Earl of the English, and his retinue ride to Bosham”. 
He then enters the church to pray, and feasts at his Manor House before 
sailing to Normandy for a meeting with Duke William in 1064.   

Walking round Bosham was a delight, looking at the well maintained          
properties, many backing onto the sea front, well protected against the 
highest of the spring tides. 
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On the way home, we stopped off at Titchfield Abbey, built in the 13th 
century for a French community of canons. The abbey owned vast areas 
of land and was visited by Henry V as its location provided a good  
stopping off point for the continent. Henry VIII later gave the abbey to 
the 1st Earl of Southampton, Sir Thomas Wriothesley who transformed 
the building into a Tudor mansion called Place House, of which only the 
impressive gatehouse remains.  Further refreshments were taken in the 
Garden Centre next door. 

A wonderful day out with special thanks to Shirley Rogers who made 
it possible.  

Historic SOUTHAMPTON was our port of call in October starting with a guided 
tour of St Michael’s Church, Bugle Street, the oldest building in Southampton 
and once in the centre of the bustling medieval town. Originally founded in 
1070, now only the Norman Tower remains.  It was first enlarged in the 12th and 
13th centuries with the addition of two chapels; a spire was added in the 15th 
century.   

In the 19th century when the population of Southampton almost doubled, the 
original medieval stone pillars were replaced with slender columns made of 
cast iron encased in brick.  At the request of Trinity House, the spire was 
heightened in the 1870s to guide ships.  There was some ‘minor’ damage in the 
2nd world war with most of the stained glass windows being shattered, and 
some debate as to whether the spire was a navigational aid during the German 
bombing campaigns.  It is the only one of five medieval churches to survive, as 
commemorated in the east window. 

We were shown the interesting, decorated Tournai black marble font made in 
1170.  There are only seven black marble fonts in England, including one in   
Winchester Cathedral, and thought to have been imported by Henry Blois, 
Bishop of Winchester and brother of King Stephen. 

There are two brass eagle lecterns. The oldest was rescued from the ruins of 
Holy Rood church after WWII bombing; its separated wing feathers are very 
unusual and it is probably the oldest brass lectern in England, from the       
mid-14th century.  The St Michael’s lectern is mid-15th century, one of four 
‘Peter’s Pence’ lecterns in the country - an annual tribute of one penny was 
paid to the Pope until 1533 (made through a slot in the tail, which is now 
filled). 
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The tomb of Sir Richard Lyster (d. 1553 Chief Baron and Lord Chief Justice to Henry VIII) is now in 
the north-west corner of the church.  He had married Isabel Dawtrey, widow of a successful  
merchant who lived in Tudor House on the opposite side of St Michael’s square….. 

So, moving across to Tudor House, we enjoyed our pre-booked lunch before 
taking another excellent guided tour, hearing about the various owners 
throughout its history and how it needed saving twice.  This timber-framed 
building was built in the late 15th century, with King John’s Palace, an         
adjacent Norman house accessible from Tudor House Garden, dating back 
a further 300 years.  In 1491 Sir John Dawtrey (Isabel’s first husband) joined 
three cottages to make the house that we recognise today, showcasing his 
wealth by building an extravagant black and white timber façade. 

Sir Richard Lyster was one of the richest men in Southampton in 1518 when he attained the 
property. There would have been lavish gatherings in the Banqueting Hall and extravagant       
tapestries on the walls. Over the next two centuries Tudor House evolved to suit the times and 
by the early 1700s, the spa town of Southampton reached its peak.   

However, from 1750 the house went into decline.  With the Industrial Revolution, Southampton 
became a passenger and commercial port but the railways took trade away from the city and it 
went into an economic depression. As the population grew to support the docks, overcrowding 
and slum dwellings grew up around Tudor House, which in the 1830s was used for multiple        
occupancy, both dwellings and businesses eg a dyeworks on the ground floor and architects    
living and working on the first floor. By the 1880s, slum clearances saw nearby houses              
condemned for demolition - and Tudor House with them.   

Fortunately, in 1886 it was saved by the local, wealthy Victorian philanthropist William Spranger 
who recognised its historical significance. He renovated the house for £7,000, restoring its   
frontage and preserving many original features - but also adding inauthentic ones such as the 
‘minstrel’s gallery’ above the banqueting hall!   

In 1905 Southampton Corporation Town Museum asked Spranger to sell them Tudor House for 
a Town Museum but it was late 1910 before they finally bought it for £4,200, after a ‘For Sale’ sign 
had gone up and they feared the house would be dismantled and shipped to America!  On July 
29th 1912 the Mayor opened the Tudor House Museum.  Tudor House remained undamaged in 
the blitz, although a house two doors away was destroyed.  In the early 1980s Tudor House    
Garden was created to show how it may have looked in the 1500s, using manuscripts and other 
historical documents. 

Then the museum needed saving again.  A 1999 survey showed how dilapidated it had become 
and the house was bowing outwards; major work was needed after discovering major structural 
problems.  The museum was closed to the public in 2002 for nine years as it was extensively   
refurbished as part of a Heritage Lottery funded project; a new café and toilet block was added 
in keeping with the original building.  In 2012, the centenary was marked by opening with an      
admission price of 6 pence, the same price as when the museum first opened. 
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As we visited, current works to repair and protect the venue was due to be   
completed by the end of October.  If you haven’t visited for a while, we can    
definitely recommend it. 

Thanks to Kathy Feely for organising the visit. 

Table Tennis (Monday & Friday) 

Friday Table Tennis now also plays on Mondays at the same venue       
Abbotswood  for one hour at 12.30. Membership has increased however 
we can still accommodate a few more members if you are quick. 

Group leader, Peter Sliwa , 07510 370747  

Wendy Jelbert Art update 

Here we are again and as the months pass, more “Arty activities “ 
are seemingly producing more activities opening up and starting to 
flourish. This is so heartwarming for local artists who are now     
starting to prepare for their Winter and Christmas Shows. 

During October, I held another Workshop at Hilliers 'Beaches and 
Boats’ in collage and Mixed Media……... 

and a similar one for Chandlers Ford.  These were such a success, 
as many students had many photos that they displayed and 
used as guides for their finished work. 

For the first fortnight of November, the local artists have an      
exhibition at Hilliers called Our World Imagined’…and here is the 
poster of it. Do please come along and meet myself and other 
teachers and artists if you would like to perhaps start art classes 
or improve on your work at present and move forward?  

Of course why not just pop in to take a look and say hello to a 
fellow u3a member 
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ROMSEY STREET SURVEY REPORT, SEPTEMBER 2023 

A small team from the Architecture and Local History Group continues to monitor changes to 
shops and businesses in Romsey, every September; this is the fourth consecutive year.   

Businesses continue to change premises.  Casbrook Home Care have a more prominent location 
in 20a The Hundred.  Romsey Bridal Boutique has moved from The Hundred to 17 Latimer Street 
(vacated by Kutz Hairdressers on their move to The Green Room at 9 Latimer Walk in 2022). The 
Computer Repair Centre has moved from No. 6 to No. 1 in The Cornmarket. 

Drummond’s, the long-standing Butcher’s shop in Bell Street, has been taken over by Mr P B    
Solloway, an employee there for some years.  Morrisons Daily have recently taken over McColl’s 
in the Cornmarket and have managed to extend the range of goods in the somewhat cramped 
space. 

Three innovative shops are new entrants for 2023: Fig & Fox at 44 The Hundred describe      
themselves as Gifts and Life Style; 108 the Bakery in 3 Latimer Walk sells bread, cakes and 
coffee; and Singles Supermarket at 5 Dukes Mill caters for those who are looking for single 
portion food 

A little off the beaten track is the re-opened kiosk at the railway station, now run by a trained  
barista, Marco.  He has named it Platform 2 and welcomes other locals as well as travellers.     
Other new businesses are Alex Nails and Beauty at 34 The Hundred replacing Carphone      
Warehouse (an early casualty of the pandemic), Franklin Allan Legal Services at 13 Latimer 
Street and Tidal Vape at 2 Church Street.  BellRay hairdresser’s has recently opened in Love 
Lane.    
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Rather concerning are the fifteen vacant premises, almost double the number last year.             
Unfortunately, eight of these are in The Hundred making their emptiness more noticeable           
especially since M&Co finally closed its doors.  Add to these three empty premises in the Market 
Place and the Cornmarket, one of them Barclays Bank, and the trend becomes somewhat        
worrying.  The façade of Barclays still retains its character and one hopes it will soon house a 
thriving business again. 

You can view this survey at https://u3ahsp.ibase.media/home?WINID=1698666397212 

To find Romsey’s entries, click on Folders, then South East giving the choice of towns.  Click on 
Romsey’s war horse photograph to see the streets in alphabetical order.  There is also a link 
from Romsey Local History website.  Our team should have completed the September 2023 
changes by the time you read this newsletter. 

Shirley Rogers, 24 October 2023 

Scrabble answer 

Did you calculate the correct answer to the scrabble question 
 earlier in the newsletter??   

The answer to the total points question is 164. 
Contact Tony for the explanation!! 

Do you need to contact your u3a??

Our “general enquiries” email has been quite busy recently from members requiring information 
about their membership or other group queries. To help you get that help quickly, here is a list of 
the key email addresses to use; 

Please continue to use General Enquiries if you are unsure where to go for help. 

Help required Email address 

Membership membership@romseyu3a.org.uk 

Events programmesecretary@romseyu3a.org.uk 

Newsletter publications@romseyu3a.org.uk 

General Group enquiries groups@romseyu3a.org.uk 

https://u3ahsp.ibase.media/home?WINID=1698666397212
mailto:membership@romseyu3a.org.uk
mailto:programmesecretary@romseyu3a.org.uk
mailto:publications@romseyu3a.org.uk
mailto:groups@romseyu3a.org.uk
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Jeff Delaney  - another fascinating insight into Jeff’s musical life.. 
 

The (not so) quiet revolution in the recording studio……. 
We need to go back to the final days of World War 2 and meet an American gentleman – Jack 
Mullin.  Jack was from California and had a background in electronics and engineering, and also a 
love of classical music. He served in the US Army Signal Corps and was posted to Europe to gather 
anything useful that Germany had developed in the field of communications. 
 
Towards the end of the hostilities Jack was in his room in Paris in the early hours of the morning. 
unable to sleep. He had his radio on and was searching for something to listen to after the BBC 
had finished broadcasting for the day. The radio tuning dial found a German station playing      
Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony. What intrigued Jack was the superb sound quality. It wasn’t possible 
that it was a recording because the sound was so crystal clear. Were the German authorities really 
making the entire Berlin Philharmonic Orchestra stay up to perform live on the radio all night!  He 
promised himself he would discover what was actually being broadcast that night. 
 
He didn’t have to wait long for the answer. Germany had worked on a brand new recording      
technique using magnetic tape but because of the world situation, nothing was known of this   
outside Germany. Jack, now with his business hat on, saw great potential for this in the recording    
industry in America. From a US base near Frankfurt, he had cases of hardware together with     
several reels of magnetic tape shipped back to California. He then employed a local electronics       
company (Ampex) to tweak and refine this new system for manufacture. 
 
His first target customer was to be Hollywood’s film studios; incorporating a tape soundtrack     
directly on to films. He set up presentations to demonstrate the remarkable benefits of magnetic 
tape. A stage was used to assemble a small group of musicians, hidden behind closed curtains, to 
play a short piece of music,. The audience was then challenged with the now famous – “Is it live, or 
is it playback?”. People just couldn’t tell. 
 
This demonstration came to the attention of the popular singer and entertainer Bing Crosby. Bing 
thought that this new idea could be the solution to a dilemma. For some years Bing had enjoyed 
great success with his weekly radio show in America. It was broadcast live on Sunday lunchtime 
but Bing would rather be with his pals on the golf course and not in a studio. He had faith in this 
project and sent a personal cheque for US$ 50,000 to Jack to finance Ampex to start building 
tape machines. The first two machines off the production line went to the studio where Bing  
Crosby’s radio show would be recorded on tape. In October 1947 his show was the first ever       
pre-recorded broadcast. Happy days – three shows could be recorded in one session and Bing 
could spend his weekends playing golf. 
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Another act of generosity from Bing – he donated an early tape machine to his friend, musician 
and guitarist Les Paul.  Les was impressed with the superb clarity of the recorded sound and    
almost overnight, perfected the art of “multitracking”. This showed the endless possibilities of  
recording with tape. The demand was instant and recording studios throughout the land needed 
to buy Ampex machines and switch to recording on tape. Suddenly record producers and         
recording engineers were vital in the studio, not only for their technical ability but also for their 
creativity.  

One early example of being creative in the studio would be the record producer Sam Phillips of 
Sun Records. At a recording session he found that by using a duplicate tape machine, the second 
tape could be set to play a fraction of a second behind the master tape and this time delay 
would create an effect of a false echo. He nick-named this technique -  “slap-back echo”.  He was 
convinced that this sound suited the new Rock “n” Roll music rather well and people around 
agreed. It became his trademark. 

I know that we are now well into the digital age but magnetic tape then, for the first time, gave us 
true Hi-Fidelity; the concert hall sound - on to record or radio broadcast  -  and into our homes. 
 
The tape revolution was swift and the impact on the recording industry was colossal.  Due to the 
situation of the world in the 1940’s and one man’s insomnia, the recording industry was suddenly 
turned on its head - but it never looked back. 

Now where’s my gramophone? 

Writing this piece today, many happy memories from my mid-teens come flooding back. Along 
with like-minded friends we discovered for ourselves, recording techniques that could be 
achieved with a home “reel to reel” tape recorder. Somehow we felt a little more involved with the 
music scene of the day.  

Jeff Delaney. 

Rudolf picked a fight with reindeers 3,5 and 7 
but backed down when he saw that the odds 

were against him! 
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Save the date: 18 to 20 July 2024 

Plans are already underway for u3a Festival '24 which will take place in July 
2024 in the beautiful city of York at the University of York based around 
their exhibition centre and sports centre. 

Focus on National u3a 

Accommodation will be available in the student halls and we will provide more information on 
this in the coming months.  It’s early days, but as the weeks and months go by we will be  adding 
more information to this webpage about all the wonderful activities that members, groups, u3as 
and subject specialists will bring to Festival '24 in York. 

Stay updated by following us on our social media channels (Facebook, Twitter, Instagram) and 
subscribe to the u3a national newsletter.   

Full details at  https://www.u3a.org.uk/events/festival-2024 

U3a Radio Podcast 

Did you know that u3a has a national radio podcast which was set up 
by and is run by  professionals as well as u3a members. 

The u3a radio podcast, set up in 2020, showcases the amazing things 
happening across the movement. It’s created by a team of u3a     
members who all have radio experience and features interviews with  

members, interest group leaders, Trustees, national volunteers and Subject Advisers. The entire 
series is available to listen to on our YouTube channel, and since January 2022, has also been 
available to listen to on podcasting platforms including Spotify, Google Podcasts and Apple 
Podcasts . 

The team are always looking for more stories – please get in touch if you'd like to contribute. 

https://www.u3a.org.uk/events/festival-2024
https://www.u3a.org.uk/events/festival-2024
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dceR6f7Bvt4&list=PLsB2t41TNozHSJ4fvod_yjjxrUJDzqbDD&index=1
https://open.spotify.com/show/7xyb3hgru1o5vOzaYBPe2S
https://podcasts.google.com/feed/aHR0cHM6Ly9mZWVkcy5zaW1wbGVjYXN0LmNvbS9MZnJmWnhSMQ
https://podcasts.apple.com/gb/podcast/u3a-radio-podcast/id1599743970
https://podcasts.apple.com/gb/podcast/u3a-radio-podcast/id1599743970
https://www.u3a.org.uk/component/contact/contact/communications?catid=169&Itemid=490
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Appendix 1—Interest Groups Contact details 

(October 2023) 

Art Appreciation 

Jo Morgan 

2nd Monday  

01794 514134 

Bird Watching 

Marion Slattery 

Varies, by arrangement  

07478 101661 

Garden Visits 1 

Mary Nickols 

1st Friday, mornings  

01794 322678 

Garden Visits 2 

Sue Boulain 

Sylvia Imeson 

3rd Thursday, mornings  

01794 765406 

01794 500786 

Horticulture 

Cathy Suter 

4th Tuesday, mornings  

07891 731159 

Pickleball 

Trisha Meredith 

Wed’s at 5.00pm and Thurs-
days at 2.00pm 

 

07880 645683 

Short Day Trips 

Brenda Griffiths 

4th Thursday  

07788 249715 

Strollers 

Margaret Massie 

2nd Wednesday  

01794 522047 

Table Tennis Improvers 

Juliet Austin 

Mondays, weekly 

13.00—14.30 

 

01794 514354 

Table Tennis Fridays 

Peter Sliwa 

Fridays,  12.30 - 2.00pm 
Abbotswood Community  
Centre 

 

07510 370747 

Travel 

Janet Moody 

2nd Tuesday  

01794 517589 

Walking 

Jan Morley 

1st and 3rd Tuesdays, 

Mornings 10.00am 

 

01794 519967 

1. Activities groups 
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Architecture/Local History 

Kathy Feely 

1st Monday, mornings  

01794 884031 

Genealogy 

Graham Woodbury 

4th Wednesday, mornings  

07736 335625 

Geography/Geology 

Janet Moody 

3rd Tuesday, afternoons  

01794 517589 

History, Social & General 

Pat Batchelor 

Patsy Batson 

3rd Monday, mornings  

01794 514578 

01794 519957 

Industrial Heritage 

Janet Payne 

John Stone 

Winter; 2nd Monday, morning 

March-October visits 

 

01794 523120 

07733 293103 

2. Discovering the Past groups 

3. Discussion groups 

Bookworms 

Kaye Hannah 

1st Monday, afternoons  

01794 512033 

Books for Pleasure 

Gilian Gardiner 

2nd Monday, afternoons  

02380 252307 

Crime Fiction Book Club 

Bryan Langford 

2nd Tuesday each month at 
2.00pm. Venue pre-arranged 
each time. 

 

01794 651312 

English Literature 

Sue Brookes 

3rd Tuesday, 11.00am  

01794 651591 

Philosophy 

Chris Amery 

Last Friday of the month, 
2.15pm 

 

01794 523135 

Wine Appreciation 

Derek Morley 

2nd Thursday, 7—9pm  

01794 519967 
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Bridge for Improvers 

Lindsey Dunford 

Weekly, Wednesdays 2.00pm  

01794 524457 

Canasta 

Margaret Ellis 

1st and 3rd Mondays, pm  

01794 516100 

Short Mat Bowls 

Jo Morgan 

7.15pm, 4th Monday 

(Sept 2022 to April 2023) 

 

01794 514134 

Scrabble 

Tony Prince 

Fortnightly, variable days 07939 680563 

5. Languages groups 

French 1 

Mike Wood 

Twice monthly, Monday am  

01794 519129 

French 2 

(No leader currently) 

Twice monthly, Monday pm  

 

French Conversation 

Maryse McKee 

2nd Thursday, 2.00pm  

07979 847216 

German Conversation 

Bob Shemilt 

Fortnightly, Monday at 
2.00pm 

 

07891 762555 

Italian Conversation 

Enid Pollock 

1st and 3rd Thursday pm 
monthly. 

 

07921 862483 

Italian Intermediate 

Carole Cox 

Weekly, Friday, pm  

01794 323392 

Italian Intermediate 2 

Carole Cox 

Weekly, Monday, pm  

01794 323392 

Italian Improvers 

Marjorie Blundell 

Varies, by arrangement  

01794 323263 

Latin Literature 

Sally Dickens 

Varies, by arrangement  

01794 511713 

Spanish 

Vincent Prensa-Vilegas 

Weekly, Friday 

Beginners: 10.00—11.15 

Intermediates: 11.15—12.30 

 

01794 522508 

4. Games groups 
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Recorder 

Anne Hayes 

2nd & 4th Friday 

10.30—12.30 

01794 518434 

Singing for Pleasure 

Jo Morgan 

4th Monday, 2.00pm 01794 514134 

6. Music groups 

7. Skill & Dexterity groups 

Creative Writing 

Jennifer Wineberg 

4th Monday, afternoon Jennifer@wineberg.co.uk 

Introduction to Computers 

Sylvia Croxall 

3rd Wednesday, afternoon 01794 840101 

Painting Thursday 

Janet Moody 

Every Thursday morning 01794 517589 

Everyday Technology 

John Broughall 

Weekly on Wednesday, 
10.30am 

Broughall@talktalk.net      

8. Theatre & Drama groups 

Cinema 

Pat Robertson 

As and when arranged 01794 518802 

New Theatre Group 

Janine Richards 

2nd Thursday, every 2 
months 

 

07759 215390 

 

mailto:Broughall@talktalk.net

