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A Winter’s Day in Romsey 

Courtesy of  Natasha Weyers-Gehring (Facebook) 

Happy New Year and a warm welcome to our first newsletter of 2024, I hope you will enjoy the 
content—please do let me know.  

Did you go to the Hillier Christmas Lights tour in December, it’s a very popular event. We took 
our grandchildren and they were very excited and happy. I’ve added some images of the event 
in this newsletter. 

The membership continuous to grow, its great to see new members joining our organization, 
see the next page for details. 

I have been notified now that our turn for the migration to the new website starts next month 
and into March.  A lot of background work is required but the new sites look much fresher and 
have many new features. The group section has been particularly focused on, if you would like 
to view a new site, the Odiham team has recently migrated, you can look here for a preview of 
possibilities …..https://odiham.u3asite.uk/ 

A big thank you to the group leaders who have submitted articles for the newsletter, without 
contributions from them, we wouldn’t have a newsletter!!  They are a good read and interesting, 
I hope it gives you insight to the varied activities within our u3a. Please consider sending in    
articles. 

Have a good Spring, whatever you are doing. 

John Dick, Publications & Webmaster. 

https://odiham.u3asite.uk/
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u3a Chair Report 

A Warm Welcome to our New Members 

A warm welcome to our new members who have joined between November 2023 and January 2024 

Richard Bakewell Ros Butterwick Nicholas Butterwick Pippa Des Clayes 

Peter Des Clayes Fiona Cooke Peter Cooke Alison Little 

Diana Morris Nigel Morris Rob Phippen Janis Smiles 

David Senior Kay Wilton   

We look forward to welcoming you to future events and groups, keep an eye on our website for 
updates to Events and Groups.  Trustee team. 

In the last quarter of the year we have enjoyed some excellent speakers at our 
Wednesday meetings and they have been well attended too. January’s talk on 
the significance of the poppy and how it came into prominence had several 
members opining that it was the best presentation they had heard. The    
Trustees Committee meetings have ensured that we continue to run the u3A 
for the benefit of the members and hope to carry on doing so. 

All the best, Bob. 

From a member of the wine group  
One of my Canon inkjet printers has just died and I’m left with 15 ink refills,"big black" and the 
various colours, (copies, not Canon originals but they work fine. The Canon original numbers are 
PGI 525BK and PGI 526 C,M,Y & BK. These fit various Canon printers including Pixma MG 5100, 
5200 & 5300 series plus many others. If you or anyone you know can use them I’m happy to 
give them away - I’d hate to just throw them away. Maybe we can set up a swap shop ? If         
interested please email John Scarborough at jemscarborough@gmail.com 

Fake driving licence ads on Facebook and Instagram 
 
There are multiple dodgy adverts claiming to sell UK driving licences on Facebook and 
Instagram. One advertisement promises to provide one for £600 within a few days,    
without requiring any theory or practical tests. Although some advertisements claim that 
they comply with the Driving and Vehicle Licensing Agency (DVLA), official UK driving       
licences can only be obtained after passing a theory test taken at an official Driving 
and Vehicle Standards Agency (DVSA) test centre, and a practical driving test   
conducted by  instructors accredited by the DVSA.  

mailto:jemscarborough@gmail.com
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News from our Membership Secretaries  — Jan & Jean 

Membership renewal 

It’s that time of year again and your membership will be due for renewal on the 1st April. Those   
receiving information by email will receive renewal forms on or about the 1st March. You can 
download the form from our website page at https://u3asites.org.uk/romsey/page/113111 

If you can, and wish to, please mark the Gift Aid box and sign when you return the form. HMRC  
requires that we have your correct title, first name and surname. A typewritten name in the       
signature box is sufficient if returning the form electronically. We are unable to claim gift aid if we 
do not have a current form. 

If you have any questions, please email us at membership@romseyu3a.org.uk . 

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT 

The trustees believe it is important to the future smooth running of 
your u3a to identify, as soon as possible, volunteers who can 
support the Trustees team, such as officers and trustees and a 
number of our Groups are struggling to find leaders. 

If you are interested and could find some time to help run your u3a, 
and would like to know more, please contact Trisha, our secretary 
by email at secretary@romseyu3a.org.uk  

You will need to be confident using a P.C./Laptop/Tablet in most 
cases. It is a very rewarding experience and needn’t take up too 
much time, however you will find out a lot more about what goes on 
behind the scenes to give our members a great experience. 

Deadline for articles for the May 2024 Newsletter 

Please note that if you want to send me articles for the next newsletter (May 2024 edition) then 
they have to be with me by Friday 26th April latest.  

Send them to publications@romseyu3a.org.uk 

https://u3asites.org.uk/romsey/page/113111
mailto:membership@romseyu3a.org.uk
mailto:secretary@romseyu3a.org.uk
mailto:publications@romseyu3a.org.uk
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Date Meeting Details 

February 21st Speaker: Major Paul Whittle 
Topic: THE VENETIAN CONNECTION 
Description: Venice and the many Mediterranean cities and regions once 
ruled by a powerful city state. Also, the main tourist sites and lesser known 
parts of this beautiful UNESCO WORLD HERITAGE SITE are included . 

March 20th Speaker: Brian Margetson 
Topic: CROSSING THE SEVERN 
Description: Sit back and grip your seats as you are taken on the perilous 
voyage of man's attempt to secure a means of crossing the Severn Estuary.  

April 17th SPEAKER: Christine Mason 
TITLE of TALK: REX WHISTLER-ARCHIVE and LIFE 
Description: Christine Mason works at the Salisbury Museum. Her talk     
covers the acquisition of the Whistler Archive by the Salisbury Museum in 
2013 and the work cataloguing and preserving it. The life, work, friends and 
relevance to this area are also described.  

May 15th SPEAKER: STEVE NICHOLSON , a representative of the charity  
Serv Wessex - The Blood Runners. 
TOPIC: THE WORK OF THE BLOOD RUNNERS-DELIVERING URGENT SUP-
PLIES OF BLOOD, BREAST MILK MEDICATIION etc. 
DESCRIPTION: Who are the Blood Runners, what do they do, what do they 
transport, where do they work and who are the volunteers?  

Events Calendar 

A full list of current events is available on our web page  

at   https://u3asites.org.uk/romsey/events 

This is the current schedule for the next few meetings at Crosfield Hall. 

If you have any requests or feedback on events, please contact Gill or Tim Bailey, our         
Programme Secretaries at email  programmesecretary@romseyu3a.org.uk 

https://u3asites.org.uk/romsey/events
https://u3asites.org.uk/romsey/events
mailto:programmesecretary@romseyu3a.org.uk
mailto:programmesecretary@romseyu3a.org.uk
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Interest Groups’ News : February 2024 

Short Day Trips (SDT): 
The group is still looking for new people to join the committee to help organize future trips. Anyone 
interested should speak to the current committee members at the SDT table after the monthly 
meetings or telephone the group contact, Brenda Griffiths. You can also speak to Jo or Margaret at 
the groups’ table in the annex. 

Italian Conversation & Italian Intermediate 1: 
Both groups have unfortunately folded, we would like to thank their leaders for running the groups 
over these past years. 

Creative Writing: 
Please note that this group is now meeting face to face again, at the British Legion Club on the 4th 
Monday of the month, starting at 2.15p,m. 

Book Worms: 
This group now meets at the Comrades Club on the 1st Monday of the month from 1.30pm until 
2.30pm. There is still a vacancy in the group, if you are interested please contact the leader, Kaye 
Hannah. 

 

Remember that anyone can suggest ideas for a new group and we will help you to try to set it up if 
it is viable.  

Please contact Jo : 01974 514134 or Margaret : margaretmarchbank@btinternet if you have any 
questions or concerns about group matters. 

Table Tennis 
Please note  that group membership is now closed as both Fridays and 
Mondays are fully subscribed , sorry.  Our playing times are from 12.30 
on Friday until 2pm and on Mondays from 2.30 until 4pm.  
Leader: Peter Sliwa 

Remember to check our u3a website regularly for updates from the Groups or Trustees, go 
to; 

https://u3asites.org.uk/romsey/home 

mailto:margaretmarchbank@btinternet
https://u3asites.org.uk/romsey/home
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Wine Group 

After 7 years the wine group continues to enjoy another         
successful season. Many wines have been tasted over the past 
year all being  presented by members of the group in their own 
style. 

We have also had two very enjoyable garden parties which       
included food and wine  pairing, Greece and Italy were the        
inspiration. 

There is the possibility of a couple of vacancies coming up for 
someone who enjoys searching out information and presenting 
their findings to an enthusiastic group. 

Christmas is always a great time to have a little fun 
and this year was no different, members were 
asked to dress a wine bottle with some very         
interesting approaches as can be seen from the 
photos. Wine, food and a quiz was part of the  
evening ably led by Patrick and Juliet Austin. 

A big thank you must go to all members of the wine group who have made us the successful group 
we are. 

Derek Morley, Coordinator 

Theatre Group 
To anyone who may be interested in going to the theatre, come to our theatre group. We meet  
every other month on a Thursday afternoon at 2pm, the next meeting will be 11th March.  
We have seen quite a variety of shows in recent months, from a classic, Little Women at the Plaza 
to a live screening recently,  at the Theatre Royal in Winchester, and a play taking place at the       
National Theatre called Skylight, which was excellent.  
Upcoming shows include the Birmingham Royal Ballet, Blood Brothers, Pretty Woman and Agatha 
Christie’s, Then There Were None at the Mayflower, so something for everyone. 
Feel free to contact me directly on my email janiner1960@hotmail.com if you would like more        
information. 
Janine Richards  

mailto:janiner1960@hotmail.com
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ARCHITECTURE AND LOCAL HISTORY GROUP 

The winter talks programme began in November at Wisdom House, with Shirley Rogers’  
presentation on Lt Col FWH Guard, a Romsey Adventurer.

Lt Col Guard received many decorations for gallantry during the First 
World War including the DSO.  He fought in West Africa, the Western 
Front and North Russia where he was awarded the prestigious Cross of St 
Michael and St George as well as the French Croix de Guerre.  He joined 
the Hampshire Regiment, later transferring to the Royal Scots.  He left the 
Army in 1919 retaining his rank of Lt Col.   

Frederick Wickham Henry Guard was born in Romsey in 1889, one of eight children of Annie and 
Henry Guard who owned outfitters’ shops in Church Street.  Frederick’s early education was at 
Handel College in Southampton before he was sent to HMS Conway on Merseyside for naval  
training.  He left Liverpool for Canada where he tried his hand at various jobs.  

The most controversial period in his career was in Ireland when, in 1920, he joined the Auxiliaries, 
who were recruited from ex Officers to aid the Royal Irish Constabulary in their attempts to     
restore order in the wake of attacks by the self-styled Irish Republican Army, the IRA.  Guard was 
given the command of D Company in Galway.  The Irish accused him and others of murdering a 
detainee and his company of torturing and murdering two farming brothers.  Shortly after, he 
was redeployed to Dublin HQ as second in command.  The following year he was awarded the 
CBE, his last accolade. 

Still pursuing military service, he was accepted into the Royal Air Force with the rank of     
Squadron Leader and sent to the British mandated territory of Iraq.  The RAF supported by      
armoured cars were responsible for protecting Iraq. 
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In 1925 his naval training came to the fore when he was put in command of Iraq’s Inland             
Waterways Transport.   

During his military service, Lt Col Guard suffered various illnesses and injuries and while in Iraq        
contracted pneumonia.  He travelled back to Romsey where he died on 17 June 1927.  He is buried 
in  Botley Road cemetery alongside other members of his family.         

Shirley Rogers 

Then in December, it was a rather testing quiz on Royal Palaces and other notable buildings. The 
first question threw most members when asked to name ‘...the King’s three official residences.’  
The problem was which palaces to leave out!  It was taxing but enjoyable and was followed by 
festive mince pies.  

Celebrating the New Year we were fascinated as we watched ‘The Heart of England: Living It Up’, 
the second episode from David Dimbleby’s 2007 series on ‘How we built Britain’.  Explaining how 
architecture had developed from the reign of Elizabeth I onwards, it included the construction of 
great country houses such as Burghley House and Hardwick Hall but also included many smaller 
and unusual gems such as knot gardens, a triangular lodge and a very unusual Puritan chapel. This 
was followed by a well-attended post-Christmas lunch in Romsey. 

A provisional programme has now been compiled for 2024 which will follow the established    
pattern of talks in Wisdom House until March.  In February we learn about ‘The Restoration of 
Romsey Abbey’ followed in March with the story of ‘The Jam Factory’ - both with visiting     
speakers.  

Outdoor visits will run from April to October but note that we are having to move some meetings 
to a Thursday because of either a Bank Holiday or the unavailability of the venue or speaker on a 
Monday: please check dates and times carefully.  We start by exploring Timsbury and 
Michelmersh churches, followed by visits/guided tours of Salisbury, Christchurch, Ringwood and 
Hyde Abbey to learn more about their history and architecture. 
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Our only coach trip this year is on Thursday 9th May with an exclusive group visit to Stratfield 
Saye House, the residence of the Dukes of Wellington.  A few places may still be available, contact 
Glenda Taylor glendat.co@gmail.com for more information asap. 

We then return to Wisdom House in November and December to learn more about ‘Clarendon 
Palace’ and ‘The Pluto Pipeline’.  

If you would like to join our friendly group please contact us through our newsletter or website 
links. 

Glenda Taylor & Jo Morgan 

Birdwatching Group Review of 2023 

The group meets on the 4th Wednesday of each month 10:00 to 13:00 at various locations. New 
members welcome. Contact us through the Romsey and District website. 

A chilly, foggy visit to Lymington marshes in January yielded 
beautiful views of an obliging kingfisher which posed for us at 
close range on a nearby post.  

February saw the group at Acres Down, the highest viewpoint in 
the new Forest, enjoying the song and flight of wood larks, as well 
as spotting distant goshawks. 

Spring brought us two coastal visits. The first to Needs Ore, a      
private estate on the Beaulieu River. The second to the much-loved 
birding hotspot of Keyhaven marshes. We managed to pick up a 
whimbrel on the shoreline and were treated to a marsh harrier 
scoping the lagoons for its prey. A whitethroat and reed warbler 
were singing in the sunshine. 

A cuckoo calling and flying in the valley near the New Forest Reptile 
Centre was our April treat. We also saw our first swallows.  

mailto:glendat.co@gmail.com
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We became downland specialists in early summer. A 
visit to Martin Down near Salisbury brought yellow 
hammers and corn buntings to appreciate, as well as 
the beautiful song of skylarks. At Broughton in July, we 
were bedazzled by the wonderful chalk downland 
species of butterflies and insects. 

In September the group shared a day visit to RSPB 
Arne with friends from Romsey Archway u3a. Beautiful 
weather saw us on a sunny beach enjoying wonderful 
views of a roosting Forster’s Tern with a white-tailed 
eagle circling overhead. Birding heaven  

Going into Autumn we visited Bolderwood in the New    
Forest for winter thrushes. We weren’t disappointed.     
Redwings, fieldfare and mistle thrush were spotted, as well 
as herds of red deer.  

We were happy to greet the return of the Brent geese to 
the Solent on our November walk at Warsash. An array of 
waders on the shoreline added to the fun, re-acquainting 
us with winter coastal birding skills.  

A final post-Christmas visit to Lymington marshes brought 
the birding year full circle with fantastic, close views of 
eight spoonbills. What an end to the year, with 105 species 
on the group list!  

Marion Slattery, Group Coordinator 

Hillier Christmas Tour  Images 
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Jeff Delaney has sent in another fascinating article to the Publishing team…….. 
 
Let’s get back to the quest of the first Rock “n” Roll record but this time from America’s point of 
view. With America’s youngsters in the early 1950’s being bombarded with all the new, modern 
music via the many radio stations playing day and night, the answer to which record was first   
varies  considerably with several titles in contention. Here is one of the most popular selections. 
But first we have to recognise just what makes an American Rock “n” Roll record. It would usually 
call for an uptempo blues style, sometimes called “jump blues”. Also it must have a solid backbeat 
with a boogie style rhythm (are your toes tapping yet?) and would often feature an electric guitar 
or saxophone break somewhere in the middle, plus a lyric that would have relevance to the     
popular culture for the American young. In 1951, a record was released called “Rocket 88” and it 
had all the above requirements. The lyric, in fact, was about a car, the General Motors Oldsmobile 
V8 (aka the “Rocket 88”) believed to be the fastest car on the road at that time. It was a surprise 
hit. 
The record label read:  “Rocket 88”  by Jackie Brenston and his Delta Cats.  But here’s the mystery 
- there never was such a band. It turns out that Jackie Brenston was the saxophonist with Ike 
Turner’s group Kings Of Rhythm, so that’s the band we hear on the record. Jackie also took the 
lead vocal.  
There was also an extra element on the record that came about by chance. With Ike Turner’s band 
constantly on the road, their electric guitar amplifier/speaker unit suffered “damage in transit” – 
the speaker cone was badly torn. With either no time or money for a quick replacement they 
stuffed newspaper into the speaker cone and it worked although it made the guitar sound fuzzy 
and slightly distorted. This immediately became the electric guitar sound of choice that           
everybody wanted and has endured throughout the decades to the present. From Chuck Berry 
then, to the Rolling Stones today. 
Strictly speaking this record could not really be considered as the very first of this genre, but is 
now seen as one of the earliest examples to contain all of the elements in a perfect package. It 
has become the blueprint of how to record “Rock “n” Roll”. It also left a legacy – Ike Turner’s band 
continued to record and perform to great acclaim and later was part of the duo “Ike and Tina 
Turner”.  In the mid 1960’s a then unknown Jimi Hendrix was in the line-up but only briefly. Ike felt 
that he had to let Jimi go – his guitar solos were thought to be too elaborate, and too long and 
flamboyant! 
The producer of the record was Sam Phillips. With Sam’s growing reputation in the music business 
and together with his fee as producer of  “Rocket 88”, he seized the moment and was able to open 
his own brand new recording studio and launch his record label – Sun Records. Word soon got 
around and artists were queueing to be recorded by Sam at the Sun Recording Studio in down-
town Memphis, among them was a very young Elvis Presley. (Wonder what became of him.........?) 
 
Jeff Delaney 
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Wendy Jelbert’s quarterly update 

It is a wonderful job being an art teacher, as both the    
students and myself learn so much from each other! Given 
the space, right tools for the job, stimulation of the              
imagination, which all of us have in varying degree.  It’s 
amazing to encourage this to flourish, and enrich our    
current lives. Here is a sample that my students at The 
Hall, in Linden Road, Romsey are working on at present. 
Using Nature's natural elements of bark, leaves and tiny 
twigs, arranged and glued onto their painting to encourage 
imagination, and fun, in the act of picture making. 

In November, I helped with another Workshop at 
Hilliers, called 'Light on Water'.  As you can see their 
work was full of colour and action! …what a lovely day 
for all! 

This year I am helping out with a few Workshops such 
as ‘Painting Venice Corners” “Movement and Magic of 
Sea and Rivers” early in the year, and exhibiting with 
various groups of artists, also at Hilliers….you are 
most welcome to visit us, an excellent time to meet 
other teachers and artists..and ask any questions you 
may like, we are a friendly bunch. 

At a recent art show, my granddaughter's work at a local    
exhibition of her artist Granny! 
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Focus on National u3a 
The u3a movement is holding its first ever Festival in  2024, 18—20 July, 
where members will be running a variety of activities, including talks,    
sporting events, musical entertainment and workshops, which will make this 
u3a national event something to remember. 

Venue 
u3a Festival 24 will take place in the beautiful city of York over 3 days and will be held at 
the University of York based around their exhibition centre. 

Book your accommodation 

Booking is open, you can book your accommodation now. 

Rooms on campus will be £61.80pp for bed and breakfast. They are all ensuite single rooms with 
tea and coffee making. There are no larger rooms available on site. 

How much are tickets? 

Tickets are not yet available to buy but the cost of the attending festival will be as follows: 

• Day 1, Thursday 18 July - £25 including buffet supper 

• Day 2, Friday 19 July - £10 for the full day 

• Day 3, Saturday 20 July - £5 for a half day 

• Full festival to include all 3 days and a buffet supper on Day 1 - £35 

Festival updates 

Keep up to date with the latest Festival 24 news by signing up to our u3a Friends Newsletter.  
Once signed up, you'll need to update your preferences to receive our monthly Festival updates. 

u3a Radio Podcasts 

Don’t forget to check out the podcast each month, there’s lots to interest you over the year. 
Check it out at   https://www.u3a.org.uk/news/u3a-radio-podcast 

Artificial Intelligence (AI) 

Listening to the Podcast, there is a good section on AI, I’m sure we have heard about it. It turns 
out that u3a has an expert, Barry and he has created a useful page, just follow this link to find out 
more and access some useful tools….. 

https://www.u3a.org.uk/learning/subjects/artificial-intelligence 

https://yorkconferences.com/venues/exhibition-centre/
https://www.universityrooms.com/en-GB/eventcode?ec=U3AFEST2024&vid=jamesyork%C2%A0
https://www.u3a.org.uk/news/newsletter
https://www.u3a.org.uk/news/u3a-radio-podcast
https://www.u3a.org.uk/news/u3a-radio-podcast
https://www.u3a.org.uk/learning/subjects/artificial-intelligence
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Appendix 1—Interest Groups Contact details 

(February 2024) 

Art Appreciation 

Jo Morgan 

2nd Monday  

01794 514134 

Bird Watching 

Marion Slattery 

Varies, by arrangement  

07478 101661 

Garden Visits 1 

Mary Nickols 

1st Friday, mornings  

07974 635250 

Garden Visits 2 

Sue Boulain 

Sylvia Imeson 

3rd Thursday, mornings  

01794 765406 

01794 500786 

Horticulture 

Cathy Suter 

4th Tuesday, mornings  

07891 731159 

Pickleball 

Trisha Meredith 

Wed’s at 5.00pm and Thurs-
days at 2.00pm 

 

07880 645683 

Short Day Trips 

Brenda Griffiths 

4th Thursday  

07788 249715 

Strollers 

Margaret Massie 

2nd Wednesday  

01794 522047 

Table Tennis Improvers 

Juliet Austin 

Mondays, weekly 

13.00—14.30 

 

01794 514354 

Table Tennis Fridays 

Peter Sliwa 

Abbotswood Community Ctr. 

Mondays, 2.30pm—4.00pm 

Fridays, 12.30pm—2.00pm 

 

petersliwa53@gmail.com 

Travel 

Janet Moody 

2nd Tuesday  

01794 517589 

Walking 

Jan Morley 

1st and 3rd Tuesdays, 

Mornings 10.00am 

 

01794 519967 

1. Activities groups 
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Appendix 1—Interest Groups Contact details 

(February 2024) 

Architecture/Local History 

Jo Morgan 

1st Monday, mornings  

01794 514134 

Genealogy 

Graham Woodbury 

4th Wednesday, mornings  

07736 335625 

Geography/Geology 

Janet Moody 

3rd Tuesday, afternoons  

01794 517589 

History, Social & General 

Pat Batchelor 

Patsy Batson 

3rd Monday, mornings  

01794 514578 

01794 519957 

Industrial Heritage 

Janet Payne 

John Stone 

Winter; 2nd Monday, morning 

March-October visits 

 

01794 523120 

07733 293103 

2. Discovering the Past groups 

3. Discussion groups 

Bookworms 

Kaye Hannah 

1st Monday, afternoons  

01794 512033 

Books for Pleasure 

Gilian Gardiner 

2nd Monday, afternoons  

02380 252307 

Crime Fiction Book Club 

Bryan Langford 

2nd Tuesday each month at 
2.00pm. Venue pre-arranged 
each time. 

 

01794 651312 

English Literature 

Sue Brookes 

3rd Tuesday, 11.00am  

01794 651591 

Philosophy 

Chris Amery 

Last Friday of the month, 
2.15pm 

 

01794 523135 

Wine Appreciation 

Derek Morley 

2nd Thursday, 7—9pm  

01794 519967 
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Appendix 1—Interest Groups Contact details 

(February 2024) 

Bridge for Improvers 

Lindsey Dunford 

Weekly, Wednesdays 2.00pm  

01794 524457 

Canasta 

Alison Martin 

1st and 3rd Mondays, pm  

01794 511883  

Short Mat Bowls 

Jo Morgan 

7.15pm, 4th Monday 

(Sept 2022 to April 2023) 

 

01794 514134 

Scrabble 

Tony Prince 

Fortnightly, variable days 07939 680563 

5. Languages groups 

French 1 

Mike Wood 

Twice monthly, Monday am  

01794 519129 

French 2 

(No leader currently) 

Twice monthly, Monday pm  

 

French Conversation 

Maryse McKee 

2nd Thursday, 2.00pm  

07979 847216 

German Conversation 

Melanie Jeffery 

Fortnightly, Monday at 
2.00pm 

Email: 

melanie@redherring.co.uk 

Italian Intermediate 2 

Carole Cox 

Weekly, Monday, pm  

01794 323392 

Italian Improvers 

Marjorie Blundell 

Varies, by arrangement  

01794 323263 

Latin Literature 

Sally Dickens 

Varies, by arrangement  

01794 511713 

Spanish 

Vincent Prensa-Vilegas 

Weekly, Friday 

Beginners: 10.00—11.15 

Intermediates: 11.15—12.30 

 

01794 522508 

4. Games groups 
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Appendix 1—Interest Groups Contact details 

(February 2024) 

Opera & Classical Song 

Richard Bideleux 

2nd Monday, 11.00am 07915 980154 

Recorder 

Anne Hayes 

2nd & 4th Friday 

10.30—12.30 

01794 518434 

Singing for Pleasure 

Jo Morgan 

4th Monday, 2.00pm 01794 514134 

6. Music groups 

7. Skill & Dexterity groups 

Creative Writing 

Jennifer Wineberg 

4th Monday, 2.15pm Jennifer@wineberg.co.uk 

Introduction to Computers 

Sylvia Croxall 

3rd Wednesday, afternoon 01794 840101 

Painting Thursday 

Janet Moody 

Every Thursday morning 01794 517589 

Everyday Technology 

John Broughall 

Weekly on Wednesday, 
10.30am 

Broughall@talktalk.net      

8. Theatre & Drama groups 

Cinema 

Pat Robertson 

As and when arranged 01794 518802 

New Theatre Group 

Janine Richards 

2nd Thursday, every 2 
months at 2.00pm. 

 

07759 215390 

 

mailto:Broughall@talktalk.net

