
Page 1      Romsey and District u3a News V2 

 

Romsey & District u3a 
 
learn 
laugh 
live 

 

Chair Report 

Hi everyone 
Just a quick introduction to let you know that I’ve taken over from Kay as your new 
Chairperson. I’ve just finished a two year stint as Chair of Winchester U3A, so am 
not a stranger to the job. I wanted us, in Romsey, to survive, so I volunteered, but it 
is important for us to realise that if we are to survive we need to think about in 
what form and for how long. We have two years to “succession plan”, as the jargon 
has it, and so you all need to think about how you want your U3A to look and act. 
So, my aim is to remain as “ hands off” as possible and let us see what happens. 
We have the Crosfield Hall demolition to consider and I’m sure that may cause 
some rethinking of policy. 

Keep on enjoying U3A, don’t hesitate to chat to me when you see me, and let’s 
move forward together. 

Bob Shemilt 

Hello everyone 

I’m pleased to send you our August 2023 quarterly newsletter, I do hope you enjoy reading it and 
find items that might interest you to join additional groups perhaps. 

This quarter I have received a lot of group articles, which is a real pleasure to edit. Reading through 
them, it’s incredible the range and diversity of interests we all have, there really is something for 
everyone. 

The next edition in November will be our Christmas edition, so I thought it might be good to add a 
page or two highlighting any activities your group may have organised for your Christmas meeting, 
perhaps you would like to let the rest of us know what you will be up to!! If anyone would like to 
send me a Christmas poem or short story, I would love to receive them and include. 

So finally, enjoy the content and do let me know what you think of the newsletter, after all it is OUR 
newsletter…. 

John Dick, Publications 

publications@romseyu3a.org.uk 

********************************************************** 

mailto:publications@romseyu3a.org.uk
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Opera & Classical Song group 

There has been a change of group leader, from Michael Ward to Robert Bideleux, whose contact   
details are 07915 980 154. 

************************************************* 

Mah Jong group 

Unfortunately this group has folded, we will update you if this changes. 

*************************************************  

French 2  group 

We meet fortnightly on a Monday afternoon and we would like to welcome some new members to 
our small friendly group. There is space for 3 extra people. At present we are using a bi-monthly 
magazine which is aimed at intermediate French learners. This magazine also produces a CD which is 
very useful to improve our pronunciation.  Our ability is varied but we help each other and use extra 
French resources which we gather from our individual trips to France.  

Come and join us !  

Contact Liz   07716 716343 

*********************************************** 

Bookworms group 

The reading group now has a vacancy,  if you are interested, please contact; 

Kaye Hannah on 01794 512 033.  

Many thanks. 

Interest Group Updates 

Here are the latest updates from our group coordinator, Margaret Marchbank; 

Possible new group : Italian Conversation (for non-beginners) 

If you think you might want to join this proposed new group, please inform either Margaret or Jo, 
the Interest Groups’ Coordinators, by email or phone or speak to us at the groups’ table at the 
next monthly meeting at the Crosfield Hall on Weds 30th August— we will then decide on a     
regular meeting time & place if there are enough takers. 
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Everyday Technology Group 
Do you feel that the whole World around you is getting too complicated ? You are not alone. 
Why not join the U3A ‘ Everyday Technology ‘ Group so that you can get some help ? We don’t 
have all the answers but we can find out if other people have had the same problem and how they 
found a solution in some way.  
We currently meet each Wednesday morning at 11:00 in a convenient local old pub. We don’t meet 
up on the third Wednesday of the month when it clashes with the U3A General Meeting / Talk. 
No previous experience required, just a curiosity and a desire to survive. There are no complicated 
processes to learn. There are no stupid questions ! 
Join us – if you just stay at Home you may just slip further backward, as the world moves  forward.. 
Please contact me on the email below, I look forward to hearing from you. 
Leader: John Broughall, John@Romseyin.uk 

************************************ 

New Theatre Group 

Hi everyone,  
I would like to let you all know about the new theatre group. Meetings take place every two 
months at Crosfield Hall at 2pm in the nightingale room. The next meeting is 14th September.  
There is an initial joining fee of £20 to cover room costs and refreshments.  
We see shows from small venues like the plaza where we recently saw Calendar girls up to the 
larger venues such as the Mayflower where we saw 'Six'.  
If you are interested in the group I shall be at the next General meeting, in the coffee area,  
so come along and have a chat.  
Leader: Janine Richards  

****************************************** 

Contact details 
Margaret: margaretmarchbank@btinternet.com 
Jo : 01794 514134 

Friday Table Tennis  
We have now expanded and also play for an hour on Mondays. As a consequence we can now 
offer an opportunity to U3A members to play for an hour on Mondays or one and half hours on 
Friday or both! 
For further information, phone Peter on 07510 370747. 

mailto:John@Romseyin.uk
mailto:margaretmarchbank@btinternet.com
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Date Meeting Details 

Wed Aug 30th Speaker: Dr. Tahmina Pearsall 
Topic: THE HISTORY OF CATARACT SURGERY 
Description: Dr Pearsall is an experienced Consultant Ophthalmic Surgeon 
specializing in complex glaucoma and cataracts. She trained at Moorfields 
Eye Hospital and St Thomas' and Addenbrookes Cambridge. She has won 
many prizes for her research and surgical achievements. 
Her talk takes you through the fascinating and informative history of      
cataract surgery. 

Wed Sep 20th Speaker: Martin Lloyd 
Topic: BECOMING A FAMOUS AUTHOR 
Description: Discover the truth about writers, publishers and bookshops 
and be prepared to be informed, shocked, amazed and amused. 

Wed Oct 11th Put this date in your diary, Speaker to be confirmed. 

Wed Nov 15th Speaker: Jane Glennie - making a welcome return to speak to us again 
Topic: JANE AUSTEN'S BEST FRIEND 
Description: Travel back in time to Southampton in 1809 and meet Martha 
Lloyd gossiping about the Austen family. 

Events Calendar 

A full list of current events is available on our web page  

at   https://u3asites.org.uk/romsey/events 

This is the current schedule for the next few meetings at Crosfield Hall. If you are unable to    attend we hope you 
will be able to join some of them from home, via Zoom. Meetings start at 10.30 am.,  ZOOM log-in is from 10.15 am. 

If you have and requests or feedback on events, please contact Gill or Tim Bailey, our         
Programme Secretaries oat email  programmesecretary@romseyu3a.org.uk 

https://u3asites.org.uk/romsey/events
https://u3asites.org.uk/romsey/events
mailto:programmesecretary@romseyu3a.org.uk
mailto:programmesecretary@romseyu3a.org.uk
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Jeff Delaney  - another fascinating insight into Jeff’s musical life.. 
  
I’ve often wondered when and where my fascination or some would say obsession, with music 
started. 
  
Was it from my parents?  I don’t think so. I think they were still reeling from the horrors of WW2, 
from prolonged National Service and also trying to live and work in a war-torn, blitzed London. The 
immediate aftermath of the war meant continued rationing and severe shortages. Music             
appreciation was, I’m sure, on the luxury list and firmly put to one side and forgotten. Their main 
concerns were having enough food each day to survive and caring for the brand-new generation 
of children (the “Babyboomers” – that’s where I come in). There was a wireless in the house but for 
background noise, apart from news broadcasts when people would gather round the set hoping 
and praying for good news. An old habit from the war years I’m sure. 
  
So for me, I guess it must start in the very early 1950’s and at that time I would hear records that 
were played on the few request shows on the wireless. I remember there were numbers that I liked 
and ones I was not so keen on. I was totally unaware of the reasons;  blissfully ignorant if a melody 
had a clever chord structure, a well-written lyric or a brilliant musical arrangement. 
  
Growing up in Peckham in South London we were surrounded by plenty of bombed-out streets 
and houses, therefore there were a lot of reclamation yards and junk shops in the neighbourhood. I 
can recall my Grandmother, on more than one occasion, arriving at our home with a wind-up 
gramophone for me that she’d picked up for next to nothing. These machines had a clockwork 
turntable and an interesting volume control; you stuffed old woollen socks into the metal horn, the 
more  woollen socks the lower the volume (very high-tech, and sometimes very cold feet!).  There 
was a growing demand for the new, smart electric record players so gramophones were surplus to 
requirements. Having so many relatives in the immediate area, word had got round in my family, of 
my growing interest in popular music. Aunts and Uncles would often bring over armfuls of 78rpm 
records, probably from the same junk shops, for me to spin on my “wind-up” to my heart’s       
content. I was spoilt rotten but with my large collection of the old Bing Crosby, Andrew Sisters and 
Doris Day records etc., I was beginning to understand the basics of why some music and songs 
worked for me and some didn’t. 
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The popular music business had suddenly gathered pace and by 1952, when the music “Hit       
Parade” charts started to be published in Britain, the record companies were seriously competing 
for chart positions. Finding new material to record was the challenge and the music business 
seemed to centre on London’s Denmark Street in Soho. Nearly every door there, was either a   
music publisher or a musical instrument shop, some with recording facilities on the premises. If a 
publisher or agent had a new song with a catchy hook or chorus, they might open the office    
window and have the song played several times. If there was a person of “mature years” loitering 
in the street outside, they would be approached and asked if they could hum or whistle what 
they’d just heard. If they could, then the tune had just passed “The Old Grey Whistle Test” and 
that song just might have potential to be the next No.1. 
 
Meanwhile, a similar set-up existed in America at 1619 Broadway, New York City, at the                 
famous Brill Building. Teams of songwriters would clock-on each day and work on their next hit   
single.  The offices there were full of music publishers with several tiny rooms, each with just 
enough space for an upright piano and a desk. On a good day many new songs were played but 
all at the  
same time, and on a hot day, with all the windows open. The cacophony of old, jangly out-of-tune 
piano noise filled the street outside, sounding like pots and pans being shaken and rattled. That 
part of the street became known as “Tin Pan Alley”. 
  
At that time the music charts listed the record and sheet music sales but many of the record 
sales were for stocking juke boxes. A full-size floor-standing juke box had a clever feature – the 
big over-sized speaker was positioned low down at the base of the unit so when it stood on 
wooden floorboards, the thumping bass would shake the room it was in. If it was playing in your 
favourite café or coffee bar, you would “feel” the beat and it would be impossible to keep your 
feet still. American record releases were often designed and musically arranged for juke boxes 
and perhaps this explains why these records sounded so new, exciting and different. 
  
As the 1950’s progressed I had started to purchase records from the many new releases, but still 
on 78 rpm. My collection then contained several early Elvis Presley, Bill Hayley etc. (If only I still 
had them!).  As the decades passed my musical tastes broadened considerably; I now get a 
“buzz” from attending a live symphony concert, grand opera or Led Zeppelin.  So there we are, my 
musical interests grew from these personal memories in my formative years. Pure nostalgia?   - 
no, I think of it all as an education. 
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News from our Interest Groups 

Genealogy Group 

In June, we had a very interesting talk from Richard Hutley entitled  'Policing – Past and Future'.          

In the 1500s the feudal system in Britain was in decline and local matters were increasingly being 
controlled by parishes rather than the Lord of the Manor.  Local people of good standing were 
appointed as constables; an unpaid and often an unwanted role.  They were expected to bring 
people who broke laws and regulations before the magistrates. . They had to keep the peace, 
prevent crime (such as poaching), impound stray animals, return illegitimate children to their 
original parishes (to reduce liability for poor relief), and carry out minor punishments. Local     
citizens were duty-bound to assist the constables if requested; enforcing the law being a    
community responsibility as it remains today. 

In larger towns watchmen were used to patrol at night.  Citizens were expected to volunteer to 
be watchmen, although wealthier people paid others to take their turn.  From 1663 Charles II    
established paid watchmen (they were known as Charlies) this marked a change away from    
citizen policing. 

From 1748 Westminster employed 6 paid constables and employed plain clothes officers a year 
later. Payment was not the wider practice. From the early 1800s army professionals were       
employed in peace time as Yeoman Guards, paid by richer members of the community.  In the 
1800s some police forces were established e.g. Glasgow and the Royal Irish.  From 1842 Justices 
of the Peace made paid appointments. Records of who served as constables or watchmen 
(where still existing) should be held by County Record Offices.  Those records may include      
illness, injury or dismissal. 

The 1839 County Police Act gave local authorities the power to form a police force. About 50% 
did so. From 1856 police forces became a compulsory requirement.  At one point there were 
200 forces (now 43). Until the formation of separate bodies, police could be responsible for  
firefighting. The term policeman was first used in 1829. Before that someone engaged in policing 
would have been recorded as a constable or watchman.  There were no policewomen prior to 
1919.  From 1919 police officers became Crown Servants (rather than employees).  

With the formation of police forces, records of those who served were held by the relevant force. 
Those records can be accessed (where still existing) through the police force but of course the 
correct force to approach must be established. This has been complicated by the amalgamation 
of forces over the years. Be aware that an officer in London could be with the City of            
Westminster police who remain separate from the Metropolitan Police.  You need to         
demonstrate that you are next-of-kin to be given details of service records.   Records of special 
constables may however be within County Record Offices. 
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Photographs of an officer may give clues to their force, period when serving and rank. This needs a 
fair bit of understanding but as an example; from the 1850s the uniform included top hat (on the 
collar a number and a crown) but it was a hard hat by the 1880s.  From the early 1900s to 1980 a 
cape featured. The black and white checked stripe came in, in the 1970s. 

Establishing where and when an ancestor may have served, might be found through newspaper   
archive articles or reports/transcripts of court cases.  Some forces have written histories and some 
have museums. As ever the web is a prime source of data.  The Police  Gazette ran from 1772 until 
2017, under a range of titles. There is no single repository for past editions and availability is not 
comprehensive but more relevantly, it is primarily about    criminals rather than police officers. It is 
a useful genealogical source but probably not for  information about officers. 

Finally, 'Tracing your Police Ancestor' by Stephen Wade appears to be useful and comprehensive. 

gw 300623 

 

Graham Woodbury 

 

Newsletter Quarterly Report – Genealogy group  - July 2023 

 

The Genealogy Group have received presentations on three quite diverse topics in recent 
months. U3A member Colin Moretti gave us a comprehensive and interesting account of the 
creation and development of Romsey's Botley Road cemetery.  The UK experienced its first 
cholera outbreak in 1832.  The cause of cholera at that time was not understood; it was         
believed to be due to noxious vapours in the air, with church graveyards as potential sources. 
Subsequently it was decided nationally that burials should be 'beyond the metropolis' and a 
new site for a municipal cemetery was required for Romsey,  

There was much debate about location as well as funding. Eventually Botley Road emerged as 
the preferred site. Separate chapels were built for Anglicans and non conformists . The      
cemetery was similarly segregated. Burials within Romsey at the Abbey ceased in 1857 but by 
1899 the capacity of the new cemetery was being reached, and an extension was                  
implemented - consecrated in 1904. That capacity was reached in 1983 when Botley Road 
cemetery closed.  Colin's explanation of the changes in burial practice helps understanding of 
where you may find the grave of an ancestor. 
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The following month we heard from former Police officer Richard Hutley on the development of UK 
policing. In the 1500's the feudal system in Britain was in decline and parishes were increasingly 
being used to control local matters rather than the Lord of the Manor.  Local people of good 
standing were appointed as Constables – unpaid and often an unwanted role. Local citizens were 
duty bound to assist the Constables if requested – enforcing the law being a community             
responsibility as it remains today. 

From the late 18th century some authorities were paying constables, and from 1663 Charles II       
established paid watchmen to patrol at night. From 1856 it was compulsory for local authorities to 
form a Police force. At one time there were over 200; now 43 in UK.  The term Policeman had first 
been used in 1829.  Women were not able to be police officers until 1919, so any female recorded in 
the 1921 census as a 'policewoman' would have been amongst the first.  Records of police            
ancestors may be found in the relevant County Record Office. Where records still survive they can 
include details of their service, injuries and illness, or dismissal. Newspaper reports can also be a 
useful source of information about officers involved in criminal incidents or court appearances.  

In July Heather Wylde told the group a story that she had discovered in the 1902 journal of her 
grandmother. The detailed account, well told,  provided an insight into her grandmother's life in 
service in a large country house. The tale proved to be a ghostly mystery, with no definitive         
explanation.  The journal had been discovered by Heather when sorting the papers of her own late 
parents;  a lesson in the value of a search of seemingly unexceptional boxes before committing 
them forever to the waste bin! 

 

Graham Woodbury, Genealogy Group 

************************************************* 

 
Travel Group 
Coach Trip to Warners Holme Lacy House. 
Six members of the Travel Group recently enjoyed an Angela Coaches 
trip to Warners Holme Lacy House, with visits (in surprisingly good 
weather) to Hereford, Ludlow and Hay-on-Wye.   Hereford is one of 
England’s smaller cathedrals but its roots go back at least to the 8th 
century and it houses treasures of international importance.   

Holmes Lacy House 
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The Mappa Mundi has been inscribed on the 
Memory of the World International Register by 
UNESCO and is the greatest surviving medieval 
world map. The ancient Chained Library is the  
largest in the world and contains a truly significant 
collection of manuscripts and books including one 
of only 4 copies of the 1217 revised version of the 
great charter of liberties or “Magna Carta” agreed 
between King John and his barons at Runnymede. 
And the Hereford Gospels, an 8th century           
illuminated manuscript in Anglo-Saxon characters. 

Holme Lacy was the largest manor house in Herefordshire. The original house 
started life in around the 14th century, after Walter de Lacy was granted the 
estate by William the Conqueror following his support for William during the 
Norman Conquest, and his daughter Clarice de Lacy married Thomas Scuda-
more (a great Herefordshire family). Successive generations enlarged and   
improved the building until in 1674 it was much as you see it today, although 
renovations were carried out in the 19th century. The mansion became 
renowned for its beautiful gardens, and the five miles of salmon fishing along 
the River Wye. During the time of the 10th Earl of Chesterfield, the estate     
extended to 5056 acres. 

Chained Library 

Mappa Mindi 

Hereford Centre 

Janet Moody, Leader 

********************************************* 

Please note that the copy deadline for the next newsletter (November 2023) is Friday 27th         
October 2023, I cannot accept articles after this to give us time to edit and compile, etc. 

Send your copy to John Dick, Publications at  publications@romseyu3a.org.uk. 

mailto:publications@romseyu3a.org.uk
mailto:publications@romseyu3a.org.uk
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Geography & Geology Group 
Day Trip to West Sussex Tuesday 23rd May 2023 
 
The visit was organised by Marian Coffin from the group & its purpose was:  
 
1. to learn about the geological composition and its effects on development of the area around the 
Trundle Iron Age Hill Fort near West Dean.  
2. To visit Boxgrove Priory with special interest in the materials used in its construction and how they 
relate to the local area.  

Boxgrove Priory: After a lovely picnic lunch by the side of the ruins of the guest house, we visited 
Boxgrove Priory, once again guided by David. Everything we had learned in the morning about the 
rocks and deposits of the region came into play in his explanation of how the Priory was built. We 
looked especially at the outside of the structure and its building materials, including Lavant stone 
(taken from a single quarry six miles north of Chichester), Caen stone from Normandy and  Pur-
beck marble.  The building goes back to Norman times and has been added to over the years.  

The chalk we stood on had been folded down under the Solent by     
pressure from the south.  We could just see it re-emerging beyond           
Bembridge. Chichester's spire showed where the Romans built on gravel 
and diverted the River Lavant close to the city to improve sanitation. 
Looking north we were able to trace the infant river heading west then 
turning abruptly south at Singleton. The dry valley north of Singleton and 
gap in the South Downs (at Cocking) showed where it used to flow. 
Without David’s expert guidance, it would just have been a lovely view of 
the countryside! 

The whole trip was led by David Bone, an inspiring amateur geologist 
with a   particular interest in and knowledge of West Sussex. He is also 
chair of a number of groups including West Sussex Geology. 
The Trundle: this Iron Age Fort afforded a splendid 360 degree view of 
the whole area to be studied and was worth the climb up to the top.   
Although a sunny day, the cool wind was quite prevalent but did not spoil 
what we were there to see.  On view were the coastal plain, the South 
Downs, the Greensand belt and the Central Weald. As geology overlaps 
with archaeology and industrial history, there was much to be discovered 
and learned.  
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Lavant stone can be identified by its fossil shark's teeth.  We even found one! 
After the trip, there was general appreciation from the group for the work put in by Marian to       
organise everything and to David for his knowledge & expertise:  
“It was really excellent, from every aspect, everything clicked into place flawlessly. Field trips rarely 
go as well as that.” 
“What a fantastic day out! very interesting and informative with beautiful views and a delightful 
church. Thank you for organising such a great day out to somewhere I would never have gone to. “ 
If you’ve been inspired by this account of our field trip and would like to join the group, please  
contact Jan Moody via the website or use the phone number in the newsletter. We would love 
to see you at a meeting, held usually on the 3rd Tuesday pm of each month at the Crosfield Hall     
Annex. 

********************************************** 

Garden Group 2  

On 15 June, 15 of us set off to RHS Wisley in a minibus ably driven by Dick, our volunteer driver.  A 
wonderful day was had with such a variety of horticultural delights around the garden + plants to 
buy, a glass house, and good food.  We all agreed that it had been a lovely day and are hoping to ar-
range another minibus trip to Stourhead in October. 

The month before, we visited Longstock Park Water Gardens in Leckford for a walk around the ex-
tensive collection of aquatic and bog plants and rounded this off with a good lunch in Longstock 
Park nursery just up the road.  

When we go to local gardens we always have coffee and cake on arrival and usually a tour and talk 
by the owner. 

We are a small group and try to keep our number to around 25 as we have lunch after our visit in a 
local pub (optional) but we have a few vacancies as we have recently lost some of our core mem-
bers who have been with us for the last 11 years. 

Leaders: Sue Boulain (01794—522131)and Sylvia Imeson (01794—500786) 

********************************************* 
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Industrial Heritage group 

Visit to LIDL, Southampton 

Our group often likes to look behind the scenes of business and industry. You may have been   
intrigued about the purpose of a huge grey building that appeared some six years ago near the 

Ordnance Survey site, alongside the M271. Well, we were also curious and after some delay 

caused by the pandemic, we were invited by LIDL to visit their local Regional Distribution Centre 

(RDC) on May 10th this year.  

The Southampton RDC is one of 13 warehouses across the UK operated by LIDL. It feeds their   

retail supermarkets in the South. Originally one of the largest LIDL warehouses at 39,000 square 

metres, this RDC is now not even in the top ten - one in London is 1.2 million square metres in 

size.  

We were kitted out with protective footwear and safety jackets and our guide, Matthew          
Harrington, escorted us around the warehouse. Electric trucks and forklifts whizzed about, moving 
huge boxes and shrink-wrapped goods, across and back and upwards into the five-storey-high     
racking. Goods could be brought down from high-up using gravity in a helter-skelter-type,     
controlled way. Everything was massive. No robots were harmed in this operation but robots are 
already  being used at other centres.   

A cold room at minus 30 degrees Celsius was used to hold some goods. Staff entering the room 
had to have special clothing and could only work in there for a maximum of 45 minutes.  

Goods and fresh produce, including alcohol, could be rejected for all kinds of quality control        
reasons but staff get the opportunity to buy at regular in-house auctions. My generous offer to 
take a rejected pallet of scotch whisky today was politely rejected. Some perishable foodstuffs 
are    regularly offered to local food banks when distribution to LIDL stores is unavoidably         
delayed.  

All in all, a great, informative visit with plenty to interest us and rounded off with a superb 
lunchtime buffet courtesy of LIDL. 

John Stone. 
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Visit to Moors Valley Railway 10th July 2023. 
As part of our groups summer programme, we arranged a trip to the Moors 
Valley Railway.  
This is situated within the Moors Valley Country Park near Ferndown. It was 
inaugurated in 1986 when the surrounded park was opened. It was         
previously situated at Tucktonia near Christchurch 

We met in the morning at the football ground in Romsey and there was 
Dick Hewitt and his midi bus ready to depart. Things looked good as the 
weather was set fine for an outside visit and everyone was there on 
time. We arrived without incident and the staff had arranged for us to 
have ride on the railway first. A Special train had been made available 
and we set out from the main station at KIngsmere with only our party 
on board. 

The steam engines are impressive, there are over twenty at the railway and some are privately 
owned.  The gauge is only 7 and 1/4”. Its amazing what you can run on such a small track. There’s 
two-way running for quite while along the lake. Until at the western end near Lakeside station, 
there is a very clever and extensive double loop and tunnels/bridges layout. This gives a much 
longer and interesting ride of over a mile.  We picked up members of the public at lakeside and 
returned to Kingsmere station. Here we were treated to an excellent tour of the main signal box 
with it authentic lever frame for moving the points and signals. We noted that there are no wires 
and draw bars. It is connected to a clever electronic system running in the background. This  
enables the railway to run automatically or in manual, even when three trains are running. Then 
to the carriage works, workshop and depot. Here there is an extensive track layout with large 
turntable and access to buildings. The workshop is well set up and they can build their own    
locomotives from scratch. We saw a good example of this as the construction of a diesel loco 
was well under way. Just on time we took our place in the picnic spot at Kingsmere station and 
the railway provided sandwiches cake and hot drinks for lunch. We were also treated to an    
unexpected ice cream. Paul and his staff gave us a warm welcome and looked after us            
extremely well. Everyone enjoyed the visit and the many insights into running a railway. If you 
haven’t been to Moors Valley Country Park it is well worth a trip. The railway is one of its      
highlights. 

For more details just look for Moors Valley Railway on the internet. 

Regards to you all, Stewart Mitchell 
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Architecture and Local History Group 

To the north-west of Romsey, into Wiltshire, lie several small villages in the Dun Valley.  Our May 
visit firstly took us to the Church of the Holy Trinity, East    Grimstead now part 
of a joint parish with West Dean. Built in 1857,        replacing an earlier chapel of 
ease, it is small but very attractive, of knapped flint with ashlar dressings in a love-
ly courtyard setting, with a small bell cote on the east gable of the nave.  
Our guide did not arrive, so entering through a small elaborate timber 
porch, we shared the information we found there: the interior is brick with 

bands and decorative patterns in vitrified brick. 

We then headed two miles north to Farley, a small village seven miles from Salisbury.  
Here, in the 17th Century, Sir Stephen Fox was instrumental in building both the alms-
houses of Farley Hospital and the graceful ‘Wren’ church of All Saints, which face each 
other, both Grade 1 listed.  Born in Farley, Fox became a royal administrator and courtier 
to King Charles II, and twice Paymaster-General of His Majesty's Forces. 

During refreshments Heather, a volunteer, told us about the history of the church from 
the 1680s, after the medieval chapel had fallen into disrepair.  As plans 
for Farley Church were being made, Stephen Fox and Sir Christopher Wren were 
working together in London on a scheme to build the Chelsea Hospital for    
pensioners.  The church’s architectural style suggests a Wren influence in its   
design and during Victorian times, Farley All Saints was even known as ‘Little St 
Paul’s in the    country’.  Wren’s master mason, Alexander Fort, oversaw the 

building of the church, as he had the Hospital almshouses in 1681.  It is built of brick, laid in English 
Bond, with Chilmark stone dressings, below plain clay tile roofs. The plan is of a 
Greek cross, unusual for that time; plain walls, high roof and large windows give an 
uncluttered effect.  The north transept is known as the Ilchester chapel with     
memorials to the Fox and Ilchester family, whose main burial place until the 19th 
Century was in the crypt below. 

We were then joined by Dave Key, a Trustee of Farley Hospital as we walked 
across to the Wardenry, with almshouses on either side. Here we learnt a lot 
more about Stephen Fox and his legacy.  

The almshouses are now run as a charity, continuing to uphold 
the original purpose for the building. There are eight separate 

almshouses, each with 1-3 bedrooms, set in beautiful grounds; the Wardenry is  
being prepared for use by the community and for events.  

Each year, on the Feast of All Saints, the almshouse trustees and members of the 
Church rededicate themselves to the protection of the Church, the Hospital and its residents. 

********************************************* 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paymaster_of_the_Forces
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In June the group visited The Hospital of St Cross, Winchester.  One of England’s   
oldest continuing almshouses it is found alongside the water meadows of the River 
Itchen. 

The Hundred Men’s Hall in the Outer Quadrangle dates from the 14th Century and is on the site 
where ‘one hundred poor men’ were fed each day. We enjoyed refreshments here before beginning 
our tour. 

In brilliant sunshine we had a relatively new Brother as a guide: a Black Brother from the 
original order of the Hospital founder; there are also Red Brothers from the Order of Noble 
Poverty. He explained how the selection process depended on personal circumstances - a 
low income is preferred but no religious affiliation is necessary, it being a secular               
organisation not a monastery. The other Brothers also have a vote on new members. They 
are all expected to attend church at 10am each morning (in their gowns and in their allotted 
seat) otherwise they are free to do as they wish. 

The Hospital was founded in 1136 by Henry of Blois. The site consists of two-story  
lodgings for 25 men, the Beaufort Tower, the Brethren’s Hall, a large medieval kitchen 
and the Church. The master originally lived in the Beaufort Tower built in 1450. The 14th 
Century Brethren’s Hall still has some original features but has no heating, power or 

running water and is very cold in winter!  

The enormous church dating from the 12th Century has recently been renovated. It was 
built from Caen stone in Norman Gothic style and has been enlarged over time. The 
glass is 19th Century.  

There are beautiful gardens which were very colourful when we visited and a large, deep 
rectangular pond with fish. The venue can be hired for weddings, seminars and concerts and has 
been used in films such as Wolf Hall. 

St Cross continues to provide the ‘Wayfarer’s Dole’ on request at the Porter’s Lodge and a cup of 
ale and a morsel of bread was enjoyed by a few of our members. 

It was a very informative and enjoyable day.   

******************************************* 
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Our July visit to Old Basing, started at the Visitor Centre for Basing House, where we met Alan 
Turton, former Curator of Basing House and Museum, to give us a guided tour.  After an overview of 
the history of the site, we went into the Great Barn, the only Tudor building at Basing House to 
have survived intact, although artillery damage from the Civil War was obvious. 

Moving on to the main site, Basing House today is a collection of banks and ditches, cellars and 
broken walls. Sir William Paulet, the first Marquess of Winchester and Lord Treasurer of England, 
built his new house here in 1535, on top of previous castle remains from the 1100s. It became the 
largest private house in the country with around 360 rooms and was frequently visited by the 
monarch. 

When the English Civil War broke out in 1642, Basing House was owned by John Paulet, the fifth 
Marquess of Winchester and a Royalist. Attacked by Parliamentary troops on three occasions, in 
August 1645 the house was under siege.  Oliver Cromwell arrived with heavy artillery and by 13   
October 1645, the walls of the house had been breached; Cromwell stormed the site and left it a 
burning ruin.  

We walked through the Walled garden to the Museum, which covers the history from Saxon times 
to the present day, focusing on the archaeology of Basing House, life at the house in its Tudor and 
Elizabethan heyday, the Civil War and its eventual downfall. 

After a picnic lunch, we walked to St Mary's Church, Old Basing which has links to the Paulet fami-
ly of Basing House.  We were shown round in two groups before a most welcome cup of tea and 
cake. 

We then continued through the village, with Alan pointing out buildings of architectural interest on 
the way; much of the stone and brick used in the houses of the village was removed from the ruins 
of Basing House in the late 17th Century. It was quite an intensive day, much of it walking but we 
could not have had a more knowledgeable guide.  

******************************************* 



Page 18      Romsey and District u3a News V2 

 

Romsey & District u3a 
 
learn 
laugh 
live 

 

Wine Appreciation group 

Brook Hill Vineyard, Bramshaw in the New Forest  

The wine group recently enjoyed a visit to one of our local vineyards, 
Brook Hill, Bramshaw in the New Forest. 

Ian and Amanda took us on a tour of the vines explaining how it had 
all started and then went in to the whole process of what it takes to 
get the grapes from the vines and into the bottles.  

 

We then tasted a selection of the wines, still whites, a rose and a      
sparkling rose.  

Members look forward to a glass or two from their purchases., another 
informative afternoon spent with Ian and Amanda. 

July Garden Party 

Our yearly July garden party which took place at the Morley’s and the 
theme this year being Italian.  

A selection of various Italian style foods were served throughout the 
afternoon with our six chosen wines, an Asti sparkling was poured to 
start our celebrations and a toast to the wine groups seven years   
existence. Further tasting of two white wines with a very tasty spring 
minestrone soup followed by three very   interesting reds and a very 
enjoyed lasagne made by my dear wife Jan.  

In true Italian style we finished the afternoon 
with a Limoncello liquor.  

An afternoon that should have finished at 4 
o’clock eventually turned out to be 5 o’clock 
such was the enjoyment of the group.  

Derek Morley  

Group Coordinator   
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Short Day Trip Group 

May 2023, Wickham trip, 

A slightly smaller group than usual – just 30 of us – travelled to Wickham for the 
day. Our hosts were the Wickham History Society who welcomed us in the church 
room situated behind St Nicholas Church. Refreshments were on hand as we       
listened to a short talk about the early history of settlement in the area, setting the 
scene for the rest of the day. 

We split into two groups. One group was taken into the church to hear about its history and      
stories behind some of the monuments and wall plaques. The stained glass windows were         
particularly beautiful on this sunny, warm day. We learned how, in 2004, the re-ordering of the   
Lady Chapel was completed with the installation of a lighting corona and attractive engraved glass 
panels and doors. The glass was designed and engraved by Tracey Sheppard and depicts          
references in Psalms 46, 27, 148 and 36. This was followed by a walk around the graveyard where 
certain headstones were picked out because of their design, the emblems engraved on them or 
stories of the individual buried in that spot. 

The other group enjoyed a guided walk into and around the village of Wickham 
which boasts the second largest medieval market square in England and whose 
architecture ranges from 15th    century cottages to beautifully preserved 
Georgian houses. We listened to the story behind the 
naming of Chesapeke Mill, how to tell the difference       

between early and later Georgian buildings and how many of the properties 
have changed ownership and usage over the centuries. The walk also took us 
into the Glebe Field, the naturally formed Water Meadows and along the    
disused old Meon Valley Railway Line, now part of the Meon Valley Trail. 
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June 2023, Weymouth trip 

On 29th June 2023, Short Day Trippers set off for Weymouth under grey and threatening skies and 
once again, as our coach journey progressed the skies cleared and the sun broke through. Our 
driver yet again showed his thoughtfulness by taking a route other than the usual option. From 
Bere Regis we went past Monkey World and The Tank Museum, through Osmington and along the 
entire sea-front approaching our destination.  Once there, members were free to choose what 
they preferred; walking the esplanade alongside the beach and sand sculpture, or the town and 
marina. Some even crossed the harbour entrance to Brewers Quay, where they could see      
Nothe fort or take in the view of Portland.  Eating places were abundant and the weather could not 
have been more perfect for wandering about, sunny but not too hot. The trip home was by the 
same route, though at certain points traffic was unusually heavy. When we arrived back at Romsey 
bus station it was very rewarding for the organiser to see so many contented, if tired faces, and to   
receive many positive comments.  

April 2023, Weald and Downland Museum trip 

On 27th April the Short Day Trips group paid a visit to the Weald and Downland Museum which is 
located to the North of Chichester. Rain had been forecast so, because the museum is spread 
over many acres, fingers were tightly crossed that it would arrive later than predicted.  Our 
coach driver took us the 'back way' from Chichester, pointing out where the Rolls Royce cars are 
manufactured.  Apart from the entrance, it was so well landscaped that no one would realise that 
there was any factory at all.  We then drove past Goodwood Motor Circuit and finally the    
Goodwood Racecourse, set at the top of the Downs, where the view was spectacular.  

An hour’s lunch break was taken either in a hostelry in the village or, if    
preferred, back at the church room with our own packed lunch and, in the 
afternoon, the two groups swapped over. We reconvened at 3 o’clock for 
afternoon tea back in the church room where we thoroughly enjoyed 
home-made scones and cakes all washed down with thirst-quenching tea 
or coffee. 

Our thanks go to the members of the Wickham History Society who gave up their day to welcome, 
entertain, educate and spoil us. They certainly are passionate about their wonderful village with its 
fascinating history and now we understand why. 
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The museum has been upgraded over years to provide an excellent cafeteria and many new      
additions to the collection of old buildings. These give such a good idea of how frugally our         
ancestors lived. To round off a really good, if slightly tiring day for some; as we were making our 
way back to the coach to return to Romsey ... it started raining. How about that for timing?! 

Ken Shorter, leader 

27th JULY – STANSTED PARK AND GARDENS 
On a rather overcast day, 52 members of Romsey Short Day Trips joined the coach at Romsey 
Bus Station at 9.30 am and departed for a visit to Stansted Park and Gardens, Rowlands Castle, 
nr. Havant.  On arrival we were greeted by the staff who were giving us a tour of the house. 
In 1983 the 10th Earl of Bessborough gave Stansted Park, his family home, its contents and the  
Arboretum to a Charitable Trust to be preserved for the nation. 
We were divided into Groups where we had individual tour guides of the rooms explaining its 
history, looking at various paintings and artefacts.  We were then taken below stairs for a tour of 
the Servants' Hall, including the Butler's Quarters, Housekeeper's Sitting Room, Pantry and    
Kitchen, which everyone found very interesting.  After completing the house tour we all visited 
the Chapel which is still used to this day for occasional services and weddings.  A guide book of 
the house was given to everyone at the end for them to remember their visit. 
Free time was then given for people to visit the on-site Cafes, Farm Shop and Garden Centre. 
Departure was 3.30pm for the homeward journey back to Romsey.  Everyone had a thoroughly 
enjoyable day, despite the weather. 
 
Organiser: Margaret Waghorn 
 

************************************** 
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Wendy Jelbert—quarterly update 

Hello all arty readers! At last, nearly all of our local art groups and    
galleries are opening as usual. We now have our “Open Studio” details 
which have all the information about the many “easy to get to”         
independent local haunts that are brimming with craft creations and 
works, in the pipeline. These booklets can now be collected from the 
local Tourist Office. The art trail begins on August 19th—28th daily, and 
we are open here at 25 Richmond Lane in Romsey, you are most    
welcome. I look forward to meeting some of you. 

My latest Workshop at Hilliers was a 'Beginner’s course in   
Watercolours' and it was a great success. I am hoping to do    
another, in other mediums as well, later on, so that new       
students will have the pleasure of becoming artists          
themselves….it was fun! Here they are holding up their day’s 
work.  Please contact me if you are interested in any way to 
becoming a student, or information about our forthcoming  
Exhibitions.  

www.wendyjelbert.co.uk 

Beginner’s Workshop at Hilliers—update 

http://www.wendyjelbert.co.uk
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Appendix 1—Interest Groups Contact details 

(August 2023) 

Art Appreciation 

Jo Morgan 

2nd Monday  

01794 514134 

Bird Watching 

Marion Slattery 

Varies, by arrangement  

07478 101661 

Garden Visits 1 

Mary Nickols 

1st Friday, mornings  

01794 322678 

Garden Visits 2 

Sue Boulain 

Sylvia Imeson 

3rd Thursday, mornings  

01794 522131 

01794 500786 

Horticulture 

Cathy Suter 

4th Tuesday, mornings  

07891 731159 

Pickleball 

Trisha Meredith 

Wed’s at 5.00pm and Thurs-
days at 2.00pm 

 

07880 645683 

Short Day Trips 

Margaret Marchbank 

4th Thursday  

01794 323345 

Strollers 

Margaret Massie 

2nd Wednesday  

01794 522047 

Table Tennis Improvers 

Juliet Austin 

Mondays, weekly 

13.00—14.30 

 

01794 514354 

Table Tennis Fridays 

Peter Sliwa 

Fridays,  12.30 - 2.00pm 
Abbotswood Community  
Centre 

 

07510 370747 

Travel 

Janet Moody 

2nd Tuesday  

01794 517589 

Walking 

Jan Morley 

1st and 3rd Tuesdays, 

Mornings 10.00am 

 

01794 519967 

1. Activities groups 
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Architecture/Local History 

Kathy Feely 

1st Monday, mornings  

01794 884031 

Genealogy 

Graham Woodbury 

4th Wednesday, mornings  

07736 335625 

Geography/Geology 

Janet Moody 

3rd Tuesday, afternoons  

01794 517589 

History, Social & General 

Pat Batchelor 

Patsy Batson 

3rd Monday, mornings  

01794 514578 

01794 519957 

Industrial Heritage 

Janet Payne 

John Stone 

Winter; 2nd Monday, morning 

March-October visits 

 

01794 523120 

07733 293103 

2. Discovering the Past groups 

3. Discussion groups 

Bookworms 

Kaye Hannah 

1st Monday, afternoons  

01794 512033 

Books for Pleasure 

Gilian Gardiner 

2nd Monday, afternoons  

02380 252307 

Crime Fiction Book Club 

Bryan Langford 

2nd Tuesday each month at 
2.00pm. Venue pre-arranged 
each time. 

 

01794 651312 

Current Affairs 

Aelred Derbyshire 

2nd Tuesdays, 2.15pm  

01794 651350 

English Literature 

Sue Brookes 

3rd Tuesday, 11.00am  

01794 651591 

Philosophy 

Chris Amery 

Last Friday of the month, 
2.15pm 

 

01794 523135 

Wine Appreciation 

Derek Morley 

2nd Thursday, 7—9pm  

01794 519967 
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Bridge for Improvers 

Lindsey Dunford 

Weekly, Wednesdays 2.00pm  

01794 524457 

Canasta 

Margaret Ellis 

1st and 3rd Mondays, pm  

01794 516100 

Short Mat Bowls 

Jo Morgan 

7.15pm, 4th Monday 

(Sept 2022 to April 2023) 

 

01794 514134 

Scrabble 

Tony Prince 

Fortnightly, variable days 07939 680563 

5. Languages groups 

French 1 

Mike Wood 

Twice monthly, Monday am  

01794 519129 

French 2 

Liz Gill 

Twice monthly, Monday pm  

02380 736744 

French Conversation 

Maryse McKee 

2nd Thursday, 2.00pm  

07979 847216 

German Conversation 

Teresa Rayment 

Fortnightly, Monday at 
2.00pm 

 

01794 513528 

Italian Intermediate 

Carole Cox 

Weekly, Friday, pm  

01794 323392 

Italian Intermediate 2 

Carole Cox 

Weekly, Monday, pm  

01794 323392 

Italian Improvers 

Marjorie Blundell 

Varies, by arrangement  

01794 323263 

Latin Literature 

Sally Dickens 

Varies, by arrangement  

01794 511713 

Spanish 

Vincent Prensa-Vilegas 

Weekly, Thursdays 

10:00—11:30am 

 

01794 522508 

4. Games groups 
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Opera & Classical Song 

Richard Bideleux 

2nd Monday, 11.00am 07915 980154 

Recorder 

Anne Hayes 

2nd & 4th Friday 

10.30—12.30 

01794 518434 

Singing for Pleasure 

Jo Morgan 

4th Monday, 2.00pm 01794 514134 

6. Music groups 

7. Skill & Dexterity groups 

Creative Writing 

Jennifer Wineberg 

4th Monday, afternoon Jennifer@wineberg.co.uk 

Introduction to Computers 

Sylvia Croxall 

3rd Wednesday, afternoon 01794 840101 

Painting Thursday 

Janet Moody 

Every Thursday morning 01794 517589 

Everyday Technology 

John Broughall 

Weekly on Wednesday, 
10.30am 

Broughall@talktalk.net      

8. Theatre & Drama groups 

Cinema 

Pat Robertson 

As and when arranged 01794 518802 

New Theatre Group 

Janine Richards 

2nd Thursday, every 2 
months 

 

07759 215390 

 

mailto:Broughall@talktalk.net

