
Participatory instrumental and vocal groups in the Redditch area

The following organisations local to Redditch run events involving making music in one way or 
another (rather than just listening) and are all willing to consider requests from newcomers to join 
the fun. The details have been checked as far as possible, but please do get in touch via the contact 
details given before pushing your grand piano round to the venue for your first attendance.

Redditch Orchestra https://www.theredditchorchestra.co.uk/
The Orchestra is made up of 35 members and it is enlarged for concerts to 40-50 players 
depending on the programme. Concerts are usually held in St Stephen's Church in Redditch or The
Artrix, Bromsgrove. The Orchestra often perform a  repeat of a concert in other venues and these 
have been in Pershore, Worcester, Alcester and Birmingham. The Orchestra has on occasions 
combined with choral societies to accompany some of the great choral masterpieces, has made two
concert tours to France, one to Belgium and one to Germany.

Worcestershire Folk Players Club http://wordten.co.uk/PlayersClub/
We are a group of amateur musicians who meet in Bromsgrove to play traditional English, 
American, Irish and Scottish dance music. The main purpose of the group is simply to enjoy the 
music (and each other's company); occasionally we get invited by other organisations to entertain 
them with background music, or to run a barn dance or ceilidh for them. We play a variety of 
instruments, including fiddle,accordion, melodeon, concertina, guitar, electric bass, keyboard, flute, 
recorder, clarinet,banjo, drums and tuba. 

Redditch Recorders ruthtamburro@hotmail.com 07939 948548
 We are a friendly group who meet regularly to playa wide variety of music. We cater for 
recorder players of varied experience and ability. Please contact Ruth for further information.

Arrow Vale Singers https://www.arrowvalesingers.co.uk/
With a catalogue of music nearing 300 pieces and spanning multiple genres of music there 
something for everyone in the programme including; traditional choral pieces, classical, Opera and
Operetta, Musical Theatre, Pop, Film Scores, Jazz, spiritual and folk music.

Kingfisher Folk Dance Club musicians  http://wordten.co.uk/KingfisherEnglishCountryDanceClub/
The Kingfisher English Country Dance Club normally operates fortnightly on Friday evenings at 
the Oakenshaw Community Centre in Castleditch Lane, Redditch. The resident band plays a range 
of traditional and modern tunes, including jigs, reels, hornpipes, polkas and waltzes.

Stratford U3A  Music Groups https://u3asites.org.uk/stratforduponavon
Ukulele
In the past we have performed Christmas concerts for the u3a and one at the Shakespeare 
Hospice. We play a mixture of music, songs where we‘strum and sing’ and pieces where we play 
the melody and add harmony – up to four part harmony when we include a guitar. Whatever music
we play, we aim both to enjoy ourselves and to learn something new.

Piano 
We come each month with a piece we are practising and play it for the others: most of us 
find this difficult - we can all play better on ourown at home, of course! And it's good but salutary
to use a different piano. No-one is obliged to play , and we finish every meeting with coffee and 
biscuits.

Steel-Pan
We play steel pans for fun! You do not need to be able to read music or to have played any 



other instrument before. Unfortunately we no longer have a teacher, but we have experienced 
players who will teach you and have you playing Calypso, folk and pop tunes before very long.

Blackwell Concert Band https://blackwellconcertband.co.uk/
The band was formed in 1998 when woodwind were invited into the Blackwell Brass Band 
to encourage further growth. Since these humble beginnings it has gone on to reach its current 
strength of around 70 players. There is a wide range of players in the band of varying experience 
and calibre. The repertoire includes marches, jazz, calypso, blues, pop, rock, film scores and more.

We run a training band for children and adult beginners. The standard is around grades 0 to 3.
The band has recently played on a float at Bromsgrove Carnival, in the sun at the Wizzafest 
Family Fun Day, at Rubery Festival and on the bandstand alongside the senior band. The band has 
been together for five years and is conducted by Gill Reynolds, our tenor saxophone player. 

Bromsgrove Amateur Strings http://www.georgiavale.com/bas/
gvale@inbox.com, marcodeboni@hotmail.com

Bromsgrove Amateur Strings (formerly Chaddesley Strings and Junior Strings) began its life
in 2005 near Chaddesley Corbett in Worcestershire but now rehearses on Saturday mornings in 
Bromsgrove. All are welcome – no audition necessary! Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you 
are interested in joining, or would like to come along for a taster session!
The orchestra was formed for adults & children to explore string orchestra repertoire. The 
standard of the players currently ranges from aboutGrade 3 to Grade 8, and the group is a very 
friendly one! We have taken part in the Bromsgrove  Autumn Fair and Worcester Festival as well as 
joint concerts with Bromsgrove Choral Society and others.

Redditch Operatic society https://www.redditch-operatic.co.uk/
New acting/singing members are welcome – particularly young(er) people, dancers, and 
gentlemen of any age! You don’t need to be brilliant… just enthusiastic. We’re a very social society,
and organise a lot of social events and theatre trips for our members throughout the year, 
particularly in the Spring ‘off season’. You would soon make lots of new friends.

Redditch Folk Club https://members.tripod.com/bryn_pearson-ivil/redditchfolkclub
The Folk Club is a group of people who gather together to sing and play traditional music, 
tell the odd story, and once a month, listen to professionals. We welcome anyone who wants to 
participate, and anyone who wants to listen. The venue is child friendly, but you have to bring your 
own drinks.

Redditch Choral Society https://www.facebook.com/RedditchChoralSociety
Redditch Choral Society is a mixed voice choir singing mainly classical repertoire including major 
choral works. We meet on Wednesday evenings at Crabbs Cross Methodist Church, Redditch. No 
audition required. At present we meet only 8pm to 9pm due to Covid concerns but we hope to 
return to our longer rehearsal times soon. Contact Emily on 07725893744 for more details or just 
come along.  

Alvechurch French and Breton Music/Dance alvechurchfrenchdance@gmail.com
http://www.alvechurchvillagehall.co.uk/wordpress/?page_id=592

The Alvechurch French and Breton Music/Dance Session runs monthly (usually the first 
Saturday afternoon of each month, but there are sometimes variations and we take a summer break 
in July and August). The session is a mixture of traditional French and Breton dances. Informal 
tuition is provided by members of the group. Live music is provided by our musicians. New dancers
are welcome and new musicians are also welcome to come along and play.


