he Poor &
The Workhouse

Hawkwell Village U3SA

History of Welfare

Since the 16thC laws enacted to provide for the poor
In 1601 Queen Elizabeth passed The Old Poor Law

Each parish were responsible for looking after their own
poor

They collected money from householders — known as
poor rates

Spent on

‘Out’ Relief

Housing for the ‘blameless’ poor or elderly
Some workhouses — usually bigger parishes

....but it was all very expensive
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‘tOutdoor Relief’ v ‘Indoor Relief’

“outdoor relief (or ‘Out-relief’) was
assistance in the form of money, food,
clothing or goods, given to alleviate
poverty without the requirement that the
recipient enter an institution.”

“Recipients of indoor relief were required
to enter a workhouse or poorhouse.”

©

History of Welfare

1662 Settlement Act

This stated that a person had to have a 'settlement’ in order to obtain
relief from a parish. This could be secured by:

birth in the parish where parents had settlement
marriage (in the case of a woman)
working in the parish for a year and a day
hold parish office
rent property more than £10 p.a.
pay taxes on a property worth more than “10 p.a.
previously received poor relief in that parish
have served a full 7 year apprenticeship to a settled resident

They could be ‘removed’ within 40 days of arrival

After 1691 give 40 days notice before moving to a parish @

8/26/2020



History of Welfare
1662 Settlement Act

Allowed the parish to eject people from the parish

The Settlement Laws caused problems because they
hindered the free movement of labour

prevented men from leaving overpopulated parishes in search of
work

led to short contracts say 51 weeks.
A man might live in a parish for 25 years and still not be eligible

Not removed from statute books until 1948

History of Welfare

Using workhouse could reduce the poor rate by half
2,000 workhouses by the 1770s
Between 20-50 inmates in each

&

: 70z Meat (without bones)

) 20z Butter
@ 4oz Cheese
11b Bread
é 2pts Beer
Some parishes were more

sympathetic towards their
poor than others......
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18thC Workhouse Menu

BEEAKFAST|(Women: One pint of tea, with bread and butter.
Men, boys and girls: Bread and gruel (of flour and catmeal) excepting
some old men, who are allowed a pint of tea, with bread and butter.

DINNER Monday: Pease soup, herbs, &c. with bread; men and women a pint of
table-beer; boys about half a pint.

Tuesday: Beef and mutton puddings, with vegetables; the beer, &c.,
same as Monday.

Wednezday: Boiled beef and mutton (sometimes pork with it), hard
puddings, bread, vegetables, &c.; beer same as before.

Thursday: Mutton and beef-suet puddings; beer same as before.
Friday: Beef and mutton puddings, with vegetables; beer same as before.
Saturday: Insh stew-meat, potatoes, herbs, &c_; beer same as before.
Sunday: Beiled beef and mutton (zometimes pork with it), hard
puddings, bread; vegetables, &c.; beer zame as before.

SUPPER Women: One pint of tea, with bread and butter or cheese.

Men and boys: Bread and butter or cheese; men, one pint of beer or tea
each; boys, about half a pint.

Girls and small children: Bread and butter; drink, milk and water.

tSettlement Examination’

-

Dorsct: The eramination of J’;lrm.ﬁ Gertivres
g' now residing in the Parish of o Garsit.
s —— -in the said Counly, SoBoewenr. taken
on £z Oath, as to #ei Scitlement, the 2 "
day of chinets . 1875 before us, two of His
Majesty’s Justices of the Peace, of and for the said G-.'-“ﬂﬁ

0o saith, that he was Born as  he has heard and believes, witlin the

Parish of ;’k'fzontdm.c‘rrm ¢ e in the Counly Of{f"ﬁm.n— s~ )

and 9& of the age of Fex f W i Years, or thereabouts, «/(,1:7‘4 |

4!.1- when he ivnen aboct. /ﬁ;«xﬂ.; efel S Aol ét;nm(lf' iz A T .'”Mﬁéhp”

.ﬁymm;m Foraw geaw af abowt LA wages Mat S avwedr o N Jtpashion i
Reweso Mt o, seccseoct) Sous unges, coviouicodt) im His acncee, amat senoced: As o Nark

Vs “years :?Q&rma’a ands Hat fes et nase yean Couaominceets fhei coorboel ndoed Y fon
dyfferont. fleghite fo ot fovads ondy wlout omo yeon anel w fage swhon Ao feredt
Fimaed #o /! Harty of Comisgl sfovas pon at Hi cosgos '(;f/; L whih e

AV WA st mert i wapes, Mak hp Kip wond. A COYe Gafil. andd won borcl af H44

Gl fui o A Ve s sk, et i s s 65 46 sl i atoes
Zpeans when #z wend. sk Hy oy anid arveal A Hagery wbuck" f yoous Hhit- achem | @
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‘Settlement Certificate’

Mo 45)
R.B.

Poari::fhth: e s Of fkieest |
=% in the fid &mg—d rtify,
own and acknowledge .t 2z, m-g’.]:’:th; 23{2:.*

i 4{/‘7&&@*‘*”_] E the Church-wardeny and Overfeers of the

to be eecs— Inhabitant. —legally fottled i
S ewsiti " of « Fohierncl _ga]f o s &1:
'.;flil‘m‘fs whereof we have hereunto fet our Hands and Seals
iy sl 1 the AversipimDay of erersdeg. in the
w6 oaes o oswrmsDons g, fiocsrons : Vi i i Tl 676’6 _ in

N For oy B oK e - ) Al Byl |
Coeefotic o e 10 bourng ﬂ”’fzf-} %’k} : S8
(0P 0slt tesr siskins e cton, e ey X/Z"gg Naate '

E whofe Names are hereunto fubfcribed, \ .o of

his Majefty's Juftices of the Peace in and for the
Cueanty o}.;'l, - S aforefaid, do allow
of the above-written Certificate.  And we do alfo certify,

‘tRemoval Order’

~
SOMERS I‘,T‘}'Pu the Churchuarilens and Overseers of the Poor of the Parish of s’ me s /P rerads
Ta Wik, in the said County, to execute and eopvey: And to the Churchrardens and Over-
sct/n\g the Poor of the Pavish ofZewaorneoer 267 in the swis County of
LaerTett _ o veceive and abey,

Fﬂl{ASA!lllfrl as complaint hath heen made unto ws, whose Nomes are
lierennto set and S aflixed, being two of his Majesty’s Justices of the Peace
in aad for the suid County of Somerset, (one of us of the Quorym) by the
Cherebwardens and Ovorseers of the Poor of the said Pavish of e AP 2o &

in the said County of Somerset,

That ";///4-/«»— /ffi:-r?-’}-—/ TN g1 RNl i O

o * ' /r;_/‘__) Al B S

baeecome to inhabit in the said st mentioned Parish, contrary to Law, not
having any wiy gained a legal Settlement there, nor produced any Certifieate
ownig A& o to be setiled clsewhere, snd 2oe. become chargeable

thereto,

We, the said Justices, upon due proof thereof wade before us
ion of the said

as well upon the Exami

j_{ﬁ,’:., /977;»4)-_"

=

e 3 upan Outh, as atherwise,
and likewise upon dus Consideration hiad on (he Promises, do ndjudge the sape
to be truef; aud we do likewise adju that the lwwful Settlement of ~AEarsz.—
; 2 - i ‘e
ﬂmm}. AR - R A U S S 1Y
FZE tarege et
# . .
Blhr said Parish of ﬁz_g e S = inthe il County of
et T —~

€
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Poor Law Unions

In 1834 parishes were grouped into Poor Law Unions
Collection of say 20-30 parishes
Each Union run by a Board of Guardians

Day-to-day management of workhouse supervised by a
workhouse master & matron

Large workhouse — deterrents
Uniform across the country
Monotonous with strict rules

Things changed in 1834
with the creation of the
poor law commission

Union Workhouses

Entry was voluntary
Supposed to be the whole family went in together
Formal entry and discharge procedures
Medical
Given workhouse uniform
Leave at any time with permission
Would be charged with stealing if took uniform
Classified and segregated
Little contact with other groups

Things got better over time e.g. elderly got books and
snuff, but it was always regarded with ‘shame’ to
have to resort to the workhouse




DERBY DAILY TELEGRAPH
18 DECEMBER 1894

PAWNING HER CORK LEG.

It was discovered at the roll-call of inmates of a
Union near Liverpool, last week, that one woman
had pawned a cork leg for 4s. As the Board had
paid some £8 for the limb they were wroth, but the
lady Guardians sent out and redeemed the missing
member for 45 4d. It was agreed to stamp the
Union mark on cork legs in future, and to warn
pawnbrokers that they will receive such strange
pledges at their peril.

Workhouse Life post-1834

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7SeiyN TEEQ
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Rochford Workhouse
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Southend Standard 12 Sept 1889

Essex Standard 30 Dec 1899

~ Rochford Union.

CONTRACT FOR BREAD FOR THE WORK-
HOUSE AND FIRST DISTRICT.

TE Gm&l;i. invite further Tenders for

of ber, 1889,
as hqu.ﬁtv. &c., with form of
der, may be my office at South-

Guardians do not pledn themselves to ac-
cept the lowest or any Tender.

WILLIAM GREGSON,
Clerk.

Soutbend,
4th September, 1889.

George Allen, soga
from Mr. G. T. G. Wright, and toﬂ.ew..

CHRISTMAS AT ROCHFORD
WORKHOUSE,

Chbristmas Day was celebrated in the usual festive
manper at Rochford Workhouse, and the Master and
Matroo, Mr. and Mrs. Collios, did ing passible
to make the iomates bappy. The ul.'dhn.l had
sanctiooed special fare for the day, and, in addition,
anamber of gifts were received, notably a consign-
ment of rabbits from Mr. James Tabor, J.P., a
quentity of tobecco from Mr. H. Rukin. J.P., m
waineas from Mr. toheeo e'lc.,

Btilwell, At the meeting of the Board before Ghriut-
mas the Rev. T. F. Minchin asked if the Guardians
might epend a week in the House at Christmas time ?
To this the Cheirmar, Mr. B. B. Baker, ed in the
affirmative ; snd soon .w several of the mem-
bers were introduced by the Matron to a specimen of
* the Workhouse pudding,” stesming hot, and wlnnh
they appsrently relished,—Qo Christmas morning

inmater started -utb a hmkl’ut of bread and hﬂer
sod coffee. At 9 o'clock a cheerful service was held
in the Workbuase Chapel, which was prettily
decorated. The iomates joined heartily 1n the

©
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Chelmsford Chronicle 12 July 1895 bO '/e/‘,h/.
ROCHFORD WORKHOUSE MASTER a leg @ On h
TO RESIGN. Ng of of Pa;
As a result of the official inquiry the . Local /7@/. . f/en
Government Board have directed that Mr. R. /n,hal ls
Sg”

“In large groups of enclosed people who were not allowed
out, infectious diseases spread like wildfire. For example,
in the 1880s in a workhouse in Kent, it was found that in a
child population of one hundred and fifty-four, only three
children did not have tuberculosis.”

— Jennifer Worth, Shadows of the Workhouse

8/26/2020
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Essex Newsman 28 April 1894

End of the Workhouse

- Board of Guardians abolished 1/4/1930
= Control passed to council or became local hospitals
= Many subsumed in NHS in 1948

- Others became council-run old people’s homes
3 = i = &
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More Information

Most comprehensive website on the subject is:
www.workhouses.org.uk

Home page

Introduction

Poor Laws
Workhouse Locations
Workhouse Life

Staff & Administration
Workhouse Rules
Workhouse Memories
Workhouse Buildings
The MAB

Other Establishments
Children & Education
Wigration & Emigration

Tramps and Vagrants

The Workhouse

The story of an institution...

[ et | W Fotow |

& Select Language | ¥ mEnes

Customised x m E
Help | My Books | Store | Talks | Donate | Copyright | Author
childrenshomes.org.uk Info on 1000s of former homes

1| Find Birth Certificates  Easy and Free - Just enter names & et our technology do the rest! m

2| Free UK Census Search  Search for your family members & insiantly access UK census records! a

3| Street View My House  Enter Any Place For Strest View Find Street View OF My Hous:

The Workhouse evokes the grim Victorian world of Oliver Twist, bu

its story is a fascinating mix of social history, politics, economics ar

architecture. This site is dedicated to the workhouse — its building

| inmates, staff and administrators, even its poets. Use the sidebar ¢
Search box to find information.

Questions

8/26/2020
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