
2017 Cryptic Crosswords Records 

Week 1 

To see the exercise we worked on, please click on the link to ‘Week 1 
Cryptic Crossword Questions’ 
This is a sample exercise. The ‘questions’ consist of two clues, one 
straightforward and one cryptic which both have the same answer. The 
idea is to try to work out how the cryptic clue leads to the answer. 

Do try these for yourself! If you wish to check your answers, please 
open attachment ‘Week 1, Answers’. 

==============================================================
==== 
==============================================================
==== 

Week 2: Thursday 5th October 2017 

We started this week by working through the last session’s homework, 
identifying definitions, indicators etc. and discussing the answers. 

Using the Workbooks, we moved on to ‘Hidden Words’ and how to find 
them, and following the break, we worked on the ‘hidden words’ 
exercises. 

Homework: members were encouraged to get a copy of the 
Ravenshead monthly newsletter, and attempt as many clues as 
possible. At the next meeting on 19th October, we will compare notes 
and see how far we get! 

==============================================================
======= 
==============================================================
======= 

Week 3: Thursday 19th October 

This week we started by working our way through the answers to the 
cryptic crossword, page 17 in the October edition of the Ravenshead 

https://u3asites.org.uk/files/r/ravenshead/docs/week1crypticcrosswordquestions.pdf
https://u3asites.org.uk/files/r/ravenshead/docs/week1crypticcrosswordanswers.pdf


Newsletter. This was quite a challenge so it will be some time before 
we attempt another one! 

After the break we started on the anagram exercises in the Workbook 
– working our way through pages 13 to 18, and then we made a start on 
Practice Puzzle 1 on page 19. 

Homework: This week the aim is to: 

(1) try to finish Practice Puzzle 1 

(2) have a go at the attached anagram exercises – click onto the links 
A, B, C and D. If you wish to check your answers, click onto the 
‘Answers’ links. 

A anagrams B anagrams C anagrams D anagrams 
A answers B answers C answers D answers 

We will be meeting again on Thursday 2nd November. 

New beginners are still very welcome; there is plenty of time to catch 
up. 
============================================================ 
============================================================ 
Week 4: Thursday 2nd November 

This week we started work on Chapter 2: Essential Building Blocks: 
Charades and abbreviations (pages 25 – 31). We learnt that the 
Charade clue is the most common type of clue in cryptic crosswords, 
and generally does not have an Indicator, but does have a definition of 
the answer and wordplay. Since words with a small number of letters 
often form part of the answer to a Charade clue, we looked at common 
short words. After coffee, we looked at the role of abbreviations (pages 
32 – 38). 

Homework (optional, of course!): 
1. Revise the work done in the session. 
2. Complete the exercises on page 39. 

Our next session is on Thursday 16th November. 

https://u3asites.org.uk/files/r/ravenshead/docs/aanagrams.pdf
https://u3asites.org.uk/files/r/ravenshead/docs/banagrams.pdf
https://u3asites.org.uk/files/r/ravenshead/docs/canagrams.pdf
https://u3asites.org.uk/files/r/ravenshead/docs/danagrams.pdf
https://u3asites.org.uk/files/r/ravenshead/docs/aanagramanswers.pdf
https://u3asites.org.uk/files/r/ravenshead/docs/canagramanswers.jpg
https://u3asites.org.uk/files/r/ravenshead/docs/danagramanswers.pdf


==============================================================
======== 
==============================================================
======== 

Week 5: Thursday 16th November 

We busied ourselves this morning with working through our homework 
exercises (charades and abbreviations); identifying the ‘definition’ and 
the ‘word play’ to work out the answer. 

After coffee, we worked through the ‘Solving Compass’ (pages 40 – 
43) and then attempted the exercise on page 44, questions 1 to 10. 

Our homework this week is to: 

1. Complete Practice Puzzle 2 on page 45 
2. Read through pages 55 – 61 in preparation for our next meeting on 
Thursday 30th November. 

The Group have decided to change the pattern of our Thursday 
meetings. Starting in the New Year, we will be meeting on the 1st and 
3rd Thursdays of the month. Our first meeting will be on Thursday 4th 
January 2018 at 9 am. 

==============================================================
============ 
==============================================================
============ 
Week 6 Thursday 30th November 

We started work on Chapter 3 today: taking clue structure further. We 
worked through pages 55 to 65 covering different ways to present 
definitions, ‘connectors’, punctuation, the use of the apostrophe and 
‘sandwiches’. We are making progress but the work is getting harder! 

Homework (optional, of course, but it helps!) this week is: 

1. to revise what we have already covered 
2. to complete the sandwich exercises on page 65 



3. to continue reading up to page 71 
4. and maybe have a look at Practice Puzzle 3 if time permits. 

Our next meeting (the last one of the year) is on Thursday 14th 
December, Room 1,The Centre at 9.00 am 

==============================================================
============= 
==============================================================
============= 
Week 7: Thursday 14th December 

Our last meeting of the year had a lower attendance than usual, 
probably due to the cold and still somewhat icy weather. 

In the first half, we went over last session’s ‘homework’. After the break 
we worked in pairs on a crossword and our homework is to try and 
complete it. 

We will meet again on Thursday 4th January 2018 

Season’s Greetings! 

 


