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History of Emigration from UK

• “Since the middle ages our people have spread to all corners 
of the globe……”         (source:  Migration Watch UK)

• Emigration to new colonies in Americas 
• opportunity, making fortune, religious freedom

• Estimated c. 6000 people p.a. from 16th to end of 18th

century
• Poor Law Act 1834 - provision for emigration of the poor, 

with cost borne by the pauper’s home parish 
• By late 1800s ……… 90,000 p.a. leaving Britain

• mainly to USA, also Canada, Australia & New Zealand

• Over 52M Europeans (inc. 11M British, 7M Irish) emigrated 
across Atlantic from 1815 to 1930        (c. 20% returned)

• After WW2, Government & Commonwealth schemes
• mainly Australia, Canada, N.Z.
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Many came to N. America via Ellis Island
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Why Emigrate ?

• Employment …… higher wages, steady work
• “A better life” …… money, clean air, more space
• To escape from problems –

– religious freedom, wars, famine

• To join family already in new country
• To disappear from home country
• After US Civil War, huge increase in emigration 

from NW towns to New England
– ads in local papers, financial incentives

• Steamships made emigration more feasible 
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Introduction of Steamships

The introduction in the 1870s of large steamships 
operating between Liverpool and New York and 
Boston facilitated the migration. These huge ships, 
operated by Cunard, White Star Line and other 
companies that catered to the emigrant trade, were 
faster, safer, more comfortable and less expensive 
than the sailing vessels they replaced. 
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Estimated number of migrants to GB 1800 to 1945
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Useful Websites
• Ancestry & FMP  (£)

– passenger lists, naturalisation records, census
• Ellis Island  (mostly free)

– passenger arrivals in New York
– www.statueofliberty.org/ellis-island

• FamilySearch –
– some passenger records

• National Archives
– history  of emigration
– records available

• Newspapers.com   (£, free trial?)
– USA, Canada, Australia
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Records I’ve found

• Passenger Lists   (USA & Canada)
• Naturalisation records (USA)
• Passport Application (USA)
• WW1 & WW2 enlistment  (USA)
• Census entries (USA) 1900 - 1950
• Newspaper articles  (USA & Canada)

Emigration in my Family History

1)  Fred Emmett (1Cx1R) 
– age 21, 1911, Liverpool  New York, then Montana, USA 

2) James Edward Woods (GG uncle) 
– age 38, 1906, Liverpool  Philadelphia, then Rhode Island

3) Rebecca Nightingale (2Cx4R) 
– age 57, 1901, Liverpool  Boston, then Rhode Island

4) Doris Warburton (4C)
– age 32, 1957,  Ontario, Canada



26/05/2022

11

Emigration in my Family History

5) Thomas Higgins (1Cx3R) 
– age 23, 1884, Liverpool  NYC

6) Margaret Hesketh (G. aunt)
– age 43, 1924, Liverpool Quebec, Canada     
– returned in 1925

7) John Fawcett (GGG uncle) 
– age 56, 1872, Liverpool  Boston, then Fall River, Mass.
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