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Graveyards & Cemeteries
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What’s a Graveyard?
• A graveyard is a place where people are buried after they die. 
• Graveyards are affiliated with a church and are typically located on church 

grounds.
• They tend to be smaller due to land limitations, and thus, are often 

choosier. Only members of their religion and sometimes only members of 
that specific church can be buried in a graveyard.

• The origin of “graveyard” is clear – it’s a yard filled with graves. The word 
“grave” is derived from a Germanic word “graban” which means “to dig”.

What’s a Cemetery?
• A cemetery is a place where people are buried after they die. 
• They are not associated with a church, so they are often larger as they’re 

able to spread out beyond land adjacent to a church. 
• Both religious people and nonbelievers can be buried there.
• The word “cemetery” traces back to Old French “cimetiere,” which meant 

…… “graveyard”.  The French word originally comes from ancient Greek 
“koimeterion” meaning “a sleeping place”.
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Where are they buried?
• Burials not always where person died, check:-

– churches nearby & parish church
– where person born 
– which church other family members used
– town cemeteries (from late 1800s)

• GENUKI – “virtual reference library” of towns, parishes, churches
– lists churches & cemeteries, whether graveyard & years active 

• Online Parish Clerks - e.g. Lancashire OPC
– list of parishes & churches, some with histories
– transcribed burial registers for some 

• Lancashire (& other) Archives catalogue
– lists churches & cemeteries, shows registers held

• Family Search (LDS church)
– lists parishes & churches
– shows PR records held on FS & other websites
– FS has mainly baptisms & marriages (pre 1900), but some burials
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GENUKI

FamilySearch
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Finding Burial Records

• No overall index of burial records in UK 
• Many original burial registers stored in County 

Archives & Record Offices 
– may have microfilm/fiche copies, transcriptions

• Some churches still keep original registers
• LancashireOPC website  (& other county OPCs) 
• Books/CDs of transcribed & indexed PRs

– usually by church, PR Society, FH society 

• LDS Family History Centres
– access to many pre 1900 PRs filmed & transcribed by LDS

• Various websites   (some free, some pay for)

Useful Websites  (1)

• Ancestry (£) – some burials & images
• Find My Past (£) – some burials & images
• Scotland’s People (£) – some burials & images
• Roots Ireland (£) – some transcribed burials
• Irish Genealogy – small number of burials
• FamilySearch – few burials 
• Local Government website
• Google !!
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Useful Websites (2)
• Deceased Online (£) -

– ”first central database of statutory burial and cremation 
registers for the UK”

– basic searches are free, pay to see details

• Find A Grave (free)
– mainly US records, few in UK
– may show memorials, photos, family members
– Ancestry may show link

• BillionGraves (free/$) 
– “the World's largest GPS cemetery database”
– Mainly gravestone images/transcriptions

• Cem-Search – still in use?

Burial records – what do they show?

• No consistency or format in early records, may only 
show  Name & Burial Date

• 1813  pre-printed registers
– separate books for baptisms, marriages and burials
– abode & age at death shown 

• Other information might be shown (if you’re lucky!), 
e.g.
– Occupation
– For a child, father’s name might be given
– If married woman, husband’s name might be given
– If widow, this might be noted
– Grave reference & details
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Parish Burial Record

Copyright © 2012 Intellectual Reserve, Inc. 

Finding & Visiting Graves

• Not always easy even if you have identified 
the graveyard/cemetery

• Check opening times
• Some graveyard plans poor or non-existent
• Might be headstone or memorial records
• Many graves don’t have a headstone
• Condition of graveyards – overgrown, 

dangerous 
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St. John the Divine, Burton-upon-Trent
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Cremations in UK as % of deaths  
(2018)

• England/Wales 81% 
• Scotland 69%
• N Ireland 22% 
• UK Total 78%

(Source: Cremation Society)  

Disposition of cremated remains (2018)

• Strewn in crematoria grounds              15% 
• Interred in crematoria grounds            5% 
• Placed above ground at crematoria     0.3% 
• Removed from crematoria                  78% 
• Retained pending instructions              1.3% 
• No collectable cremated remains obtained  0.01% 

(Source: Cremation Society)  


