
 

 

 

 

                

 

Message from the Chair 

 

 
Dear Members, 

Welcome to the April edition of our newsletter. I hope you enjoy all the pictures and articles. 

Thank you to those who sent them to Joanna. It does not have to be group leaders who 

contribute! So please send any photos or items of news from the groups you attend to 

Joanna Goulson  for inclusion in the next edition.  

We will be holding a Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Dinner on Tuesday 17th May.  

It will be held at The Bouverie Hall; 5.30 for 6pm. The price per person is just £10 which is 

being subsidised from our funds, so the event is for members only. Numbers are limited and will 

be on a first come, first served basis. 

There will be a hog roast with all the trimmings and a selection of salads.  To follow will be a 

choice of gateaux, with tea or coffee. Bring your own drinks and glasses, please.  

Please wear something regal or patriotic: Union Jack scarf or tie, a crown or tiara, a red, white 

and blue outfit or lots of your Crown Jewels! We would like to display any items or pictures you 

have relating to the Queen or royal family. Bring anything you own that you would like to put on show. 

Contact Jean Rickard if you would like to attend.  

. 

 . 
Following our fascinating talk at the last Social Meeting we will be organising a coach trip to the 

Hawk Conservancy Trust in the near future, June we hope. 

 

I will send out details when 

arrangements have been finalised.

 

Very best wishes, 

Lynne    
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CARD GROUP 

We had an away morning with the card group. The sun was shining as we made our way to Weyhill to the 

craft and design centre near Andover, where Pauline showed us more techniques for greeting cards.  

On this occasion masking was one, no it was not to show us how to put a mask on properly, but how to 

mask part of a card in the making. Also to show us paper piecing: both gave us loads of fun and laughter. 

It was a great morning shared with ideas to be used in the future. 

Although the card group is full, if you are interested in joining us please put your name forward to Julie 

Pegler. .  

COUNTRY DANCING 

With great joy and enthusiasm the Country Dancers 

have resumed their antics in time to the music.   

We are a bit rusty after a two year break and some of the 

dances have been barely recognisable. But we are 

improving with practice, as are the callers! 

At the moment we are being cautious, so our dances have 

been chosen or modified so that we do not change partners. 

For this reason the dreaded “Alabama Jubilee” won’t be 

attempted for a little while yet.  

I’ll let you know how we get on and whether everyone survives when that dance is added to the repertoire. 

On March 22nd we welcomed back Alan and Toni West for the afternoon and we were able to present 

them with a small gift as a thank you for leading the group for such a long time. It was lovely to see 

them and dance with them again. Alan’s toes were as twinkling as ever!  

We meet on the second and fourth Tuesday afternoon each month. If you feel that you would like to join 

in with the dancing mayhem please contact Lynne Batsford.    

  

SHORT MAT BOWLS 

Short mat bowls continues to meet in Upavon on Fridays and Pewsey Campus on Mondays until the week 

before Easter, then it is hoped that we will start playing pétanque again. This is not certain yet as I 

have only just found out that the Woodbridge Inn is opening again on the 2nd of April. Even if they 

cannot accommodate us I have a backup plan to use an outdoor space at the leisure centre in Pewsey (to 

be confirmed with the County). 

       Tony Gallagher 
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TRAVELLERS’  TALES 

The first two months of 2022 saw our Travellers in or near the South Atlantic, when we completed a 

voyage in January to Argentina. Ray and Rita Edwards have been there several times and have friends 

and contacts there who have been able to show them aspects of the country which they in turn have 

photographed and told us all about, and they had given us the first part of their trip last year.  We all 

found it a most interesting destination and by no quirk of coincidence the following month, February, we 

were actually on the Falkland Islands with Mort Burdick, who spent some time of his military career 

there and has since returned in a civilian capacity.   

During his trips there he has visited the homes and farms of some Islanders themselves, so was able to 

show us parts of the rugged countryside most “normal” visitors would not have ventured to.  It is 

certainly a windswept place, with, at times, weather even we hardened Brits would find a challenge!  You 

can quite understand why their famous sheep have such woolly jackets!  The sight of brightly coloured 

tin houses and their thick protective hedges is familiar to us, but some of the anecdotes and tales Mort 

had for us made for a fascinating talk, particularly since this year sees the 40th anniversary of the 

Falklands War.   

In March we ventured with Mike Hellier on the Trans Siberian Express.  We started in Beijing with 

views inside what used to be the Forbidden City, a formidable place even now it has been opened up to 

tourism.  It is somewhere I am glad to have seen something of without actually going there!  The Great 

Wall of China featured of course, an unbelievable construction.  Because of time constraints the actual 

train journey itself did not feature greatly, so we were spared the tedium of several days of travelling 

across similar featureless country and then arrived in Moscow.  What an amazing place!  The term 

Kremlin actually means a fort, and Mike had taken some amazing shots of the iconic buildings there, the 

walls, the traffic and what seemed to me a very modern and up-to-date city which would not have looked 

out of place in our western world.  It is scary though to think of it right now as we cope with the 

outrages which Russia is meting out to Ukraine.  It was a timely visit for Mike as he would not wish to go 

there now, even if it were allowed! 

We meet in the Easton Royal Village Hall on the first Tuesday of each month, with coffee and a chat 

from 10.00 am onwards, starting properly at 10.30am. We welcome new members and if you would like to 

know a bit more about the Group please contact Bob Greatorex.
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HISTORY OF TRANSPORT 

We began 2022 wondering if we would be able to continue with our Group meetings, so with a little 

trepidation we re-commenced in January and were delighted with the response. It was obvious that 

members were keen to return to our monthly presentations and with all Covid measures in place our first 

talk of the year was given by one of our members, Bob Smith. Over his life he has owned and driven 

many vehicles and it was a fascinating stroll down memory lane for him and most of the folk in the room 

as many of us had owned similar cars during that time and nostalgia featured heavily with us that morning!  

Our February meeting was totally different, as we had a return visit from Alan Smith, who is the last 

Concorde pilot still alive, telling us about the part that the Lake District played in the advent of 

maritime aviation and the history of other activities there including the housing of refugee children 

from Germany prior to their re-location in the UK.  

Our March meeting was sadly poorly attended, a shame since Phil Reynolds, another Pewsey member, 

told us about the London underground railway the Post Office used for many years and which now has 

become quite a tourist attraction, together with the Postal Museum. It is amazing how so much has been 

packed into what lies under the feet and wheels of the capital city we know today, but that we are 

unaware of.  

We have a good programme lined up for the spring months, starting on 27th April with a presentation 

about the 1906 Salisbury train derailment, a rather apt subject after the more recent derailment 

earlier this year. The venue for this will be the Education Room of the Heritage Centre in Pewsey, 

starting at 10.30 am and we warmly welcome new members (as well as existing ones of course) to join 

us about 10.00 am for a coffee and chat before we get underway. 

If you would like any further details ring Sue Greatorex.

   

STOP PRESS –
 
VISIT TO BROOKLANDS TRANSPORT MUSEUM

 

Owing to plenty of interest in the coach outing I am organising to Brooklands Transport Museum near 

Weybidge, Surrey on Tuesday 14th June, I have arranged for a bigger coach which can now take 53 

people. I can therefore open the visit up to a few more people, so if you are interested in joining us or 

know of a friend who might like to come along, please contact me as soon as possible.  

We shall be leaving the Bouverie Hall Car Park at 9.00 am on Tuesday 14th June, arriving at Brooklands 

for about 11.00 am, where we can make use of their facilities and café before embarking on an hour long 

guided tour (optional). You will then be free to wander about the Museum at will until we leave at about 

3.30pm for our return to Pewsey at approximately 5.30pm .  

The total cost of the trip is currently £34, being made up of the entrance fee to the Museum at £15.50 

and the guided tour of £3.50, and the coach fare of £15 (which will include a tip for the driver). 

Obviously, if additional numbers can justify a larger coach the trip’s cost will be less, so please do get in 

touch if you feel you would like to come along.  

  

 

 

 

 



MILITARY HISTORY 

We began the year with a film entitled “Pilot Training”, recalling all the basic training a young officer 

pilot joining the R.A.F. underwent quite a few years ago. Everyone watched with admiration this young 

man going through such an important part of his life, but what we didn’t know was that this particular 

gentleman was actually in the audience – Chris Kemp, one of our own members! He was bombarded with 

questions and banter and it was quite a hilarious meeting! Many thanks to Chris for subjecting himself to 

such an ordeal, as well as having to re-live his youthful training once again.  

An altogether more serious talk was given to us in February by another member, James Stythe, who was 

a battleground lawyer with the Army for several years, and who gave us an insight into the legal issues 

relating to NATO Operations in Kosovo and Afghanistan. This is a side of military experiences the Group 

has not touched upon before and was extremely interesting.  

Finally in March another Group member, Peter Wilson, told us about his Army years in Afghanistan, 

preceding his talk with a fascinating history of the country and its turbulent past. Again, this is a topic 

we have not touched upon before and I came away feeling I finally knew a little more about somewhere 

that has been in our headlines for many years recently. He displayed photos of the amazing amount of 

infrastructure built up by our forces and more especially of the Americans, told us about how the UK 

forces made every effort to bring home so much of the kit and supplies taken there by them initially, 

but how the Americans could not remove everything and so much has been left behind for the Taliban to 

make use of. It was quite an insight into a military operation we have heard so much about but yet find it 

hard to visualize as a civilian.  

The 40th anniversary of the Falklands War will be remembered this year and as a Group we are 

featuring this conflict several times. At our 4th April meeting a member of the Group, David Wheen RM, 

using his own recollections as a serving officer, will be covering each day of the War from the arrival of 

the scrap merchants on 19th March 1982 to the Argentinian surrender on 14th June. It will be 

extremely poignant for him and I am looking forward to a particularly big turnout that morning.  

A full programme of talks is lined up for the rest of the year. Fortunately for us the Heritage Centre in 

Pewsey is available for us in the winter months to use for our monthly presentations as the number of 

members attending this popular Group has increased greatly and it has become very successful indeed. 

However, the Centre will re-open for the summer and so this Group is moving its monthly meetings 

(on the first Monday of each month) to Easton Royal Village Hall (less than 3 miles east of here). 

The time remains the same with coffee and a natter from 10.00 am and getting underway at 10.30am.  

If you would like to join us, you would be most welcome and should contact Bob Greatorex  
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ART GROUP 

The last couple of months have been particularly busy for 

the group. In February we welcomed Bernard Willington, a 

local artist, to a group meeting.  

Bernard is an accomplished artist in many fields. Originally 

an engineer he has always drawn and painted and gave us a 

lively and entertaining resume of his painting life. We hope 

he will be visiting again in the very near future and 

demonstrate more of his painting skills. 

More recently we spent a session working with Bill Mather 

– a local artist living in Burbage. Again Bill is a man of many 

talents having worked in the film industry, the theatre, as 

well as his own art works. Bill was able to encourage us 

with our drawing skills – and sometimes encourage us to 

work outside our comfort zone – using media we’re not 

used to. Bill gave us pointers on the various media available 

and the use of tone, perspective and worked with us 

during the afternoon on our own drawings. The three hour 

session flew by but produced some lovely work which we 

shared at the end of the afternoon. 

The last couple of months have given us valuable input on 

different aspects of art and although everyone in the 

group works on their own projects, working with other 

artists, visiting exhibitions and sharing what we have been 

doing provides us with ideas and new skills. 

If you enjoy art – at any level – do come along and meet 

the group. We meet on the second and fourth Thursday of 

each month in Milton Lilbourne village hall from 2-5 pm.  

New members are very welcome and you’ll find us a 

welcoming and helpful group. 

Bob and Ann Smith  

  

 

 

You’ll find contributions from the Art Group dotted 

throughout this newsletter. My apologies if I haven’t got 

all the attributions right, but very many thanks to all the 

talented contributors. Your work is amazing!   Ed 

MM 

DH 
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WALKING4EXERCISE  

 

The walkers have continued to walk throughout January, February and March even though conditions 

have been muddy and slippery underfoot on many occasions. Members have taken turns to plan our walks 

and have adapted their routes to avoid impassable paths.  

There have been a good number of people coming along whatever the weather, so the chatting and 

laughter have been enjoyed as well as the fresh air and countryside. 

At the end of March conditions were improving and we enjoyed a beautiful, dry and sunny excursion 

from the outskirts of Marlborough, appreciating the beautiful River Kennet and lovely views. Some 

members felt overdressed on such a warm afternoon.  

We are looking forward to more Spring walks on the first and third Monday afternoon of each month.  

If you would like to come along please contact Lynne Batsford for details.   

WINE TASTING AND APPRECIATION 

What else can I tell you about this lively group – or rather, pair of groups – that we haven’t said before?  

Each month, a member (or two) select and present wines of their own choosing. The theme might be a 

type of grape, a wine growing region, a comparison of wines from different 

regions, what’s good in the shops right now, or anything else that will introduce 

us to some wines we might not have tried before, or reacquaint us with some old 

favourites. 

We meet at the Pewsey Heritage Centre Education Room on the third Thursday 

of the month. There are two consecutive sessions, each covering the same wines. 

If you’re interested, please contact me, but be warned that the sessions tend to 

book up very quickly and you might find yourself on a waiting list. 

Group Leader: Joanna Goulson  

 



BOOK GROUP 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Each member takes a turn to order a book of their choosing from the library. Occasionally we set out a 

selection of books from our own collections to discuss, each member taking one home instead of using 

the library. This widens our horizons.  Books read recently include: 

 January – The Thursday Murder Club by Richard Osman  (we gave it ** out of five) 

 February – A Silent Death by Peter May (**** out of five) 

 March – Three Hours by Rosamund Lupton (reading it now).  

Group Leader: Ann Saxton   

 

SINGING FOR PLEASURE 

Our 30+ members sing twice monthly and enjoy a wide variety of songs from rounds, pop and folk, to 

songs from the shows and a bit of classical. We actively encourage our members to suggest new 

repertoire and hope that we offer a wide variety of 

music with something for everyone to enjoy. Our aim is 

that everyone leaves the hour feeling uplifted.  

Whilst Andy and I are really enjoying our new roles at 

the helm we all miss Cheryl hugely: she is a very hard 

act to follow! 

Do come along and try us out. No reading music is 

required and tea, coffee and biscuits are included in 

the £2 entry fee. We meet on the 2nd and 4th Fridays 

of the month at 10.30am at the Bouverie Hall. 

Group Leaders: Barbara Dalton and Andy Vowles    



567 WALKING GROUP 

Our stamina was tested in mid March when our walking 

guide for the day walked us from Pewsey to Martinsell 

Hill and headed up a fairly steep incline. In fact he 

almost ran up the path while the rest of us took our 

time and stopped for a breather once or twice! Due to 

his speed, our navigator had the opportunity to take 

photos of the rest of us as we caught up with him, 

puffing and panting! 

The views at the top were worth the effort as it was a 

gorgeous clear and sunny day with a gentle breeze. We 

found a sheltered spot for our break, to recover and 

to gaze at the scenery. Then we made our descent 

down the Giants Grave and headed back to Pewsey 

along the White Horse path. 

Our walks in the previous months have been rather 

less strenuous. All the outings have been very 

enjoyable and the company has been excellent. 

We walk on the third and fifth Thursday morning of 

the month.  If you would like to come along please  

contact Lynne Batsford.  

 

 

 

Paintings below by Marie-Jose Milnes 

 

 



WHIST GROUP  

Our whist group is continuing to run very successfully with strict health measures in place with the 

sanitisation of chairs and tables taking place before and after our meetings. We operate from 

Manningford Bruce Village Hall on the 2nd and 3rd Monday afternoons starting at 2.00 pm.  

We enjoy the social aspect while endeavouring to win. The introduction of a couple of hands of Misère at 

each meeting has been welcomed by members, which coupled with a running points system, has now 

enabled members to view their current positions at each meeting, which has intensified their 

competitive spirit. 

New members are welcome at any time, so why not give it a try and have a fun afternoon? 

Group Leader: Peter Mander    

STRETCH AND CURL GROUP 

We are having great fun in this energetic, informative and stretchy class.  Plenty of room for everyone 

in the lovely Bouverie Hall. Just come along and try it out. Only £1 per class that you attend.  

The class is on every Monday: arrive from 10.15 to start at 10.30. It’s only 1 hour of your week, a great 

chance to get fitter and know more about your body. Hope to see you soon.  

Group Leader: Linda Towers

WALKIES FOR DOGS AND THEIR PERSON 

After a slow restart to walkies with only two or three 

plus our dogs, this last walk (pictured both before we set 

off and a pit stop outside the grooming centre). The 

company enjoyed a lovely walk round Jones Meadows. 

Seven owners and eight dogs. The younger dogs rushed 

around playing chase while the older dogs just ambled along 

enjoying the company of all their friends around them.  

A lovely sunny afternoon despite the cuttingly cold wind.  

We meet on the 1st and 3rd Monday meeting at 2.30pm to 

the left of the dentist’s in Pewsey High Street (unless the 

weather is too hot or very wet!).  

Group Leaders: Margaret Blacker and Josh  

  

 



PATCHWORK  

These last few months patchwork is going from strength to strength with several new members.  

 

We’ve been making pincushions and then tumbling blocks cushion covers.  One of our dedicated members 

is just finishing a wall hanging of beach huts which I thought I would show despite it not being totally 

handmade. It is, however, the use of fabrics to represent beach huts on the sea shore that is so eye 

catching. 

Here are two different effects using the hexagonal shape but the one looking flatter and less round, 

both will be small parts of larger quilts hand stitched quilts. 

The exciting part of this craft is the overall effect and the blending of colours to either replicate a 

view or to give the impression of a view or vista. The group uses cottons but it is equally possible to use 

velvets, needlecord, satin and brocades with stunning results. 

We meet on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday 2-4pm at the Pewsey Heritage Centre Education Centre. 

Group Leader: Margaret Blacker   

WORDSMITHS 

As well as the group talking about words, language, etymology, books, the weather, jokes, food, our dogs 

etc etc, I get a daily intake of new words, the more interesting of which I pass on to the members.  

Recent topics have included optical devices, silent letters, and animals. Coming up are: water, ceramics, 

art, and sport. I’m afraid we’re at full capacity and can’t invite you to join us. However, if you’d like to 

start another similar or parallel group, do let me know and I’ll be pleased to help you. 

Group Leader: Joanna Goulson  

GARDENING GROUP 

Meetings are getting easier so this year we had our first one of the year at the 

beginning of March. We are an informal group with our members at every level of 

knowledge but we can all help each other. We love meeting in our members’ gardens 

and then we help to solve problems and admire all their handiwork. Sometimes we 

even set competitions like who can grow the tallest sunflower.  

We meet up on the second Thursday morning from 10am so if you fancy coming along 

then give Lizzie Humfress a call.  



LOCAL HISTORY GROUP 

It was hard to imagine that the success of our three meetings held before the end of last 

year could be equalled in the New Year but I am more than happy to say that they were. 

The first talk was given by Kennet u3a member and history group leader Eileen Hill.  

She shared what little is known of the Wansdyke’s history and then took us, with the aid of maps and 

photographs, along the route she had walked in 2018.  Starting at Morgan's Hill Nature Reserve the walk 

was undertaken over five afternoons with pickups and drop-offs being made by minibus each day, the 

finish point being Wernham Farm. The mysterious dyke stretches 35 miles across the Wiltshire 

countryside and is thought to have been built ‘by the native Britons as a defensive measure against the 

Anglo-Saxons who were expanding their territory from the east and the north.’ 

The walk was one of the courses offered at Marlborough College Summer School. 

The two group leaders exchanged their programmes for 2022 and agreed a reciprocal arrangement 

whereby members of each could visit the other. As a result three Pewsey members attended the Kennet 

group’s meeting on 1st February to which they were made most welcome. 

February in Pewsey saw an almost full house when members brought along 

a personal ‘Treasure’. The owner of each article explained their reason for 

choosing it and talked about its history.  Dates ranged from 1797 to 1991, 

with many items originating in the 19th century. The collection included a 

piece of school girl’s needlework, a framed illustration of a little verse, 

superb silverware, personal and inherited jewellery, old penny coins, 

WWII photo and postcard album, a tiny hand-carved wooden mouse and an 

autographed record dust jacket of musical importance. The meeting was so 

enjoyable that we intend to hold another similar event later in the year. 

‘A Hotch Potch History of the Bouverie Hall’ was the subject of a talk 

given to the group in March. Many readers will know that Richard Giles 

never fails to both educate and entertain and this occasion was no exception.  

Reading as always from his own hand-written script his forty-five minute 

talk spanned the period from the days when local schools were used for 

village events, to the creation of the first Bouverie Hall in River Street 

and finally to the building of the new hall on land that had previously been 

a meadow. 

The number and variety of events for all ages that were held in the village 

to raise funds for the building of the present hall was remarkable.  

The morning proved to be a delightful trip down Memory Lane for our 

members most of whom remembered attending functions in the ‘old’ hall 

and recognised key figures in some of the old photographs that 

accompanied the talk. 

Again we were fortunate to have new members join us this quarter and 

hope that those who have not yet been able to attend a meeting might be 

more successful in the coming months. 

We meet between 10am and midday on the third Thursday of each month 

at the Education Centre next to the Pewsey Heritage Centre.  The morning 

always starts with refreshments before the presentation by either a 

member of the group or an invited guest. 

If you think you might like to join this friendly group I look forward to hearing from you. 

Group Leader: Wendy Lawrence    



PRACTICAL PHOTOGRAPHY GROUP (PPG) 

The group is suitable for anyone with a camera and an 

enthusiasm for taking photos covering a range of set topics 

throughout the year.   

We started with one that drew considerable attention from 

the public as members strolled around various towns and 

villages looking for items of street furniture that might be 

worth photographing.  There is an awful lot of it to be found 

and a surprising variety of seats, bins and lights were 

captured digitally. 

‘Monochrome’ photography again proved to be a very popular 

subject.  Whilst ‘black & white’ immediately springs to mind 

monochrome is in fact shades of one colour – black & white is 

actually shades of grey, but an example of using shades of 

pink was also demonstrated. 

In going about our daily business we are not always aware of 

the vast number of diagonal lines to be found on things such 

as furniture, buildings or in the sky and rural landscape – 

think of a ploughed field. Our powers of observation were put 

to the test when looking for these lines for our third 

assignment of the year. 

The coming months hold further opportunities to enjoy our 

surroundings while searching for wildlife, bridges, arches, 

exploring farms and catching reflections. No wonder time 

passes so quickly. 

All photos taken by the group can be found in our albums on 

the Pewsey u3a website. These include photographic records 

taken during each of the four seasons. 

We meet in the Heritage Centre’s Education Room at 10am on 

the second Friday of each month to review photos taken in 

the previous month. If you would like to join us please contact 

the Group Leader Keith Bew   

 

 

 



PHOTOGRAPHY GROUP 2 (PG2) 

PG2 meets on the third Friday of the month for about two hours in the morning. The focus of our group 

is to learn from each others’ powers of observation by taking photographs together. PG2 runs in parallel 

with our older sibling group, Practical Photography (PPG), whose 

work includes technical aspects of photography. Many members 

belong to both groups, who collaborate periodically on displays 

at events such as our AGMs. 

We (generally) meet on the third Friday of the month and we 

welcome new members. You don’t need to be techie, to have an 

elaborate camera or be an experienced photographer: as long 

as you’re good company and enjoy taking photographs, you’ll fit 

right in! 

So far this year we’ve been to Rosebourne Garden Centre, 

Salisbury Playhouse and had a go at shooting each other! Now that the days are getting longer and 

brighter, we shall be expanding our adventures to include more outdoor scenes. 

Group Leader: Joanna Goulson  

 

CREATIVE WRITING GROUP 

We continue to enjoy our scribbling, sharing our work either by email or at group meetings. 

Have you ever wondered what life looks like from the point of view of an old toaster or some other 

household appliance? We wrote on their behalf and it was very revealing!  

In recent efforts, we have included clothes and food to enhance our human characters. We also tried 

our hand at being Agony Aunts (and Uncles) by writing replies to some very imaginatively constructed 

problems. We shall then write ‘what happened next?’ to those with the problems. It’s a variation on the 

‘what if?’ that we often use to take a story in a different direction!  

This is Janet’s story, written just after the storms early this year.  

THE CROWS 

Caw, looking resplendent in his clean clothes, stood up really straight, 

squared his shoulders, then strutted along the telephone line. 

He was really pleased with himself this year. He had laid claim to his top 

spot in the enormous beech tree and strengthened the interlocking of the 

nest base by shoving more twigs through the platform in the time-honoured 

way his Daddy had shown him. Yes, everything was as he liked it. He was top 

of the tree this year alright! She would show up soon and inspect his 

engineering and he would know if She approved.  

The others were sitting up in the tree for the moment, a bit glum. It was 

the same every year. Their nest efforts never seemed to be as permanent 

as their leader’s. Having to Cawtow to him was so humiliating but nests were 

essential to the continuation of the species. 



Was it their imagination or was the weather getting more aggressive these last few years? They 

clattered away at each other in their distinctive style. 

Wing, Feather, Bill and Claw, but, and a big but, Caw was top dog (no that can’t be right!) Anyway,  they 

knew their place. 

Later that day they considered the situation relatively benign and did a bit of twig scavenging and tried 

to get the bases of four more nests in place, socially distanced of course, and suitably placed in relation 

to Caw who must be obeyed and to each other. 

The next day started in a way that was not helpful and continued getting worse. They could feel trouble 

in their feathers and when Caw decamped to a more sheltered tree they duly followed. They could see 

the progression in the storm, muttering to each other as they watched various bits of debris being 

hurled around, ridge tiles appearing to fly but getting it wrong and smashing into the ground. They 

winced as a dustbin went hurtling past and wedged itself at the back of a flower bed. Oops, there goes 

the bird table, the remnants of food scattering. That would be useful when all this dies down. 

The sound of not one but two trees, splintering in their death, one after the other. Oh come on, we need 

something left to live in …… 

For three days the landscape was altered by successive waves of squalls, wind bombs and hail stones 

with abrupt drop in temperature. For once, the bedraggled clan was in accord. This was not the worst 

they had experienced but getting close. They took some comfort in the retelling of the myth of 1987. 

Could that really have happened? They other source of amusement was shouting out the numbers from 

the Beaufort scale with each wind punch that shook the landscape.  

On the fourth day, the Vale smiled sweetly under lovely spring sunlight and the birds blinked a bit and 

bickered as usual then realised that they had to confirm that their tree had stood up to the onslaught. 

They flew, exalting in the stretching of muscles and joy of working with the air currents, being swept up 

and over the Vale.  But they were silent now, scanning the familiar pathways, looking down on their 

village, checking, hoping …… 

The old beech tree was there, not intact but the branches they preferred and needed were attached. 

They wheeled in, landing with practiced skill except for Claw who missed his footing, silly boy. As they 

expected, the four lower nest sites were nowhere to be seen but the pent nest was resplendent in its 

isolation. Caw perched surveying the scene, thinking. (You could tell he was thinking; he had half shut his 

eyes.) Storm had whispered to him at the height of the noise, talking to him about the difference 

between knowledge and wisdom, the essential skill of making things better, even just a bit.  

Caw coughed and four crow heads turned towards him, “It seems we need to improve the foundations of 

our colony. Would you like to understand what my dad told me, how he made the base strong?” Eight 

beady eyes widened. Four dishevelled heads slowly nodded. They hadn’t expected that.  

Caw found it was comfortable to impart the previously concealed knowledge although he was somewhat 

surprised that he had a sense of colony pride when five well constructed nests appeared. 

There was another surprise in store for Caw. He later dreamed about the storm. Experiencing the event 

again, he realised each day had a distinctive personality, each day had a name which somehow, in all the 

sound and fury, was whispered into his skull. He certainly didn’t expect it. Later however, he understood 

and after She produced three eggs and they hatched, he did something unprecedented and named them 

using titles from the worlds of the Others: Dudley,  Eunice,  Franklin. 

Creative Writing meets on the second and fourth Wednesday of the month from 2.30 till 4pm.  

Group Leader: Wendy Argent   

 

Picture by Marie-Jose Milnes from Art Group 



FRENCH GROUP  

The group has enjoyable meetings each month.  We have eight members which 

is rather more than ideal for conversation as a group, but one member is having 

to shield and often there is another member who cannot attend for various 

reasons so we are left with six which is a good number.  We would love to be 

able to accept new members but unfortunately cannot do so currently.  How 

good it would be if another Group leader could be found to cope with the 

demand. There is someone who could help with the organising, it’s just the 

French speaker that is required.   

Group Leader: Charmian Spickernell         

NEEDLEWORK 

We are only a small group, but we enjoy our sewing and a chat. We 

meet at Maureen’s house in Pewsey on the 1st and 4th Tuesday of the 

month from 2-4pm. 

New members are welcome.  

Group Leader: Maureen Evans  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TRAVEL GROUP 

This very friendly group has been operating in a limited way throughout Covid. Another four day trip is 

planned for April based at the Headlands Hotel at Torbay. Group numbers 

have had to be limited to 24 rather than the 33 people prior to Covid.  

Along with Lee, our driver from Pewsey Vale Coaches, we have all been 

delighted to escape to Dartmoor, the coast and surrounding areas to enjoy 

plenty of good food and wine.   

Group Leader: Anne Carroll  

Recherche  

modérateur!

         

 

Beryl’s clean cat 



QUIZ 

Quiz Group continues to meet on the second Monday of the month, from 4.30-6pm at 

the Education Room of the Pewsey Heritage Centre. (This means that there is potential 

for another group to share our room booking, from 3-4.30pm.) 

Do you know what the capital of Greenland is? Or can you name the five rivers that run 

through Salisbury? Or even what’s green and smells like red paint?  

Each member brings a set of questions (complete with answers, of course). We play 

informally, often in teams, don’t compete for scores and generally have a good laugh.  We each pay a 

small amount towards the cost of hiring the room.  

Do get in touch if you’d like to join us. 

Group Leader: Joanna Goulson 
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PEWSEY VALE U3A GROUPS LIST AS OF APRIL 2022 

 Groups Week Time Venue Group Leader Telephone  

M
O

N
D

A
Y

 

Card Making 1st 1.00pm - 4.00pm various Julie Pegler   
Cooking for Beginners 2nd and 4th 2.00pm - 4.00pm Bouverie Hall  Sylvia Woodward  

Dog Walking 1st and 3rd 2:30pm various Margaret Blacker  

Military History 1st 10.30am - 12.30pm Pewsey Heritage Centre Bob Greatorex   

Quiz 2nd 4.30pm - 6.00pm Pewsey Heritage Centre Joanna Goulson  

Short Mat Bowls  weekly 2.15-4.15pm Pewsey Campus Tony Gallagher  

Stretch and Curl weekly 10.30am Bouverie Hall Linda Towers  

Walking4Exercise 1st and 3rd 2.00pm onwards various Lynne Batsford  

Whist 2nd and 3rd 2.00-4.00pm Manningford Village Hall Peter Mander  

T
U

E
S

D
A

Y
 

      

 

Bird watching monthly various various  Peter Mander  

Book Group 1 2nd 10.00am - 12 noon Pewsey  Ann Saxton  

Country Dancing 2nd and 4th 2.00pm - 4.00pm Bouverie Hall  Lynne Batsford  

Needlework 1st and 4th  2.00pm - 4.00pm Pewsey Maureen Evans  

Patchwork  2nd and 4th 2.00pm - 4.00pm Pewsey Heritage Centre Margaret Blacker  

Spanish Conversation 1st 11.00am onwards Pewsey  David Leighton  

Strollers 1st and 3rd 10.45am onwards various  Janet Mander  

Traveller’s Tales 1st 10.30am - 12 noon Easton Royal Village Hall  Bob Greatorex   

W
E

D
N

E
S

D
A

Y
 

       Badminton weekly 1.00pm - 2.00pm Pewsey Campus Robert Chillcott  

Book Group 2 1st 10.15am – 11.15am Pewsey  Jo Turner  

Creative Writing 2nd and 4th 2.30-4.00pm Pewsey Wendy Argent  

History of Transport 4th 10.30am - 12.00pm Pewsey Heritage Centre  Sue Greatorex   

Music Appreciation 1st 10.00am - 12 noon Pewsey  Lizann Warr  

Quilting varies varies Pewsey Kathleen McBride  

Table Tennis weekly 2.00pm - 4.00pm Pewsey Campus Phyllis Jennings  

Wordsmiths 3rd 10.00am - 12 noon Upavon Joanna Goulson  

T
H

U
R

S
D

A
Y

 

       Art (no tuition) 2nd and 4th  2.00pm - 4.00pm Milton Lilbourne Village Hall  Bob Smith  

Bridge 1st and 3rd 10.00am - 12.30pm Pewsey  Pam Tuxford   

Bridge Improvers 2nd and 4th 2.00 – 4.00pm Royal Oak Pewsey  Libby Newman  

French Conversation 3rd 10.00am - 12 noon Pewsey  Charmian Spickernell   

Gardening  2nd 10.00am - 12 noon Pewsey  Lizzie Humfress   

Leisure Walking 2nd and 4th 10:30am – 12.30pm various  Peter Mander  

567 Walks 3rd and 5th  10.00am - 1.00pm various Lynne Batsford  

7+ to 12 Miles Walking 1st 10:00am various Philip Reynolds  

Local History 3rd 10.00am - 12 noon Pewsey Heritage Centre Wendy Lawrence  

Mahjong 1st and 3rd 2.00pm - 4.00pm Pewsey  Pam Tuxford  

Wine Tasting & Appreciation 3rd 6.00pm - 9.00pm Pewsey Heritage Centre Joanna Goulson  

 

F
R

ID
A

Y
 

       CHINES usually Friday varies various  Joanna Goulson  

 

Knitting and Crochet 3rd 10.00am - 12 noon Pewsey  Jean Rickard  

Practical Photography 2nd 10.00am onwards Pewsey  Keith Bew  

Photography 2 3rd 10:00am – 12 noon Various local Joanna Goulson  

 

Singing for Pleasure 2nd and 4th 10.30am - 12 noon Bouverie Hall  Andy Vowles  

Short Mat Bowls  weekly 1.00-3.00pm Upavon Village Hall Tony Gallagher  

        Sunday Luncheon Club various 12.30pm - 2.30pm various  Diana Sweasey  

U3A Travel Club -  various Anne Carroll  

 


