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Some Progress at Lihs

As you knowyour Committee has been actively trying to findys of reopening our U3A and providing
organised activities in accordance with Welsh COVID Regulations. The relevant requirfemérdse
attending any activityare summarised below.

No one with Covid or covid symptoms may attend any activity for 10 full days from the date of test or
symptoms started

No one to attend meeting who has been in contact with anyone who has covid or has symptoms or covid
for 10 full days from date of contact

Up to 50 people will be able to gather from a mix of households asdsrthey remain outdoors during
these activities.

If the activity is taking place indoors, the maximum number of people that can take part, from a mix of
households, is 30. The activity must not take place in private homes, including in gardens or grounds
Music groups are permitted to rehearse indoors with up to 30 members under these rules.

Althoughthe organiser must take all reasonable measures to minimise the risk of exposure to corgnavirus
individual members have their part to play and must themselves take all necessary precaution to ensure
their own safety

For Trackand-Trace purposes, a full attendance record of every event MUST be kept; it must contain the
name, addres and telephone number of each member present AT ANY TIME DURING THE SESSION.
also required that any attendee MUST be a current member of Newport U3A.

We propose to statWEEKLY OUTDOOR SDGIBETINGS the café area at Blel Vue Park on Monday

7th June, subject to weathe¥.ou must bring sanitiser and a protective mask; you will also need to bring
a chair or blanket to sit orEhould the numbers exceed 50 it will be necessary to form additional groups
to ensure sociatlistancing is maintained.

OUTDOOR GROUEB& meet if they would like toPlease conact your Convenor to ask about
arrangements.

INDOOR GROURE& more difficult to organise because of sodatancing reqguements Due to the
limited room sizegestarting groups indoors at Shaftesbury Street is not currently possible. We are
negotiating the hire of indoor premises though it is unlikely that we will be able to obtain enough space
for all goups to meet to our normal timetable. Weope tobe able to resume some grougater in June
—more details will follow when these are finalisetbom meetings are proving successful for a number
of groups and these will continue; more slote available on Mondays and Tuesdays if needed.

PLEASE let your convenor(s) know whether you would be prepared to attend indoor meetings (subject tc
full risk assessment of premises and all safety measures being put into place) so that we can gauge th
level of interest and have an idea of the size of the premises that will be appropriate for your group(s).

DON’' T FOM®G MUST HAVE PAID YOUR CURRENT SUBSCRPTION BEFORE YOU ATTE
ORGAMNSED EVENT OF NEWPORT SE WALEBdJU8A potential new members are welcome to join us
at Belle Vue Park for a cuppa and a chat!

Please submit any material for thé! Julyedition of Desert Island Times 34 June. Items should be
emailed to me astephenberry249@gmadomand in Word format if at all possible, please.



mailto:stephenberry249@gmail.com

Wordsearclessubmitted by Barbara Phillips

As always, words can rdarwards, backwards, diagonally or vertically, but always in a straight line.
Can you find thd3 WORDS ASSOCIATED WITH BUTTERRhE§rid below?

R|IE|F|PE|ILI|K|S| F|U
G|G|E|A|S|W|F|R]|E
Wl O|P|E|]IT|[N|P|I|A
M{U|O|[N]|L|E|T/|T]|N
PIO|G|E|A|[C|H] I ]|N
A|S|IN|C|S|T|U|L]|E
EIM|O[A|Y|A|L|L|[T
S|IC{M|O|R|R|T|A]|N
K| E|R |G| H|E|1T| R |:A
| | N | &S| E| €T | K| ¥|i8
E|G|R[A|]Y|[L|I |N|G
Can you find thd3 WORDS ASSOCIATED WITH CRICKETgrid below?
RIM[Y | W| I | C|K]|]E]|T
E|F|S|[S|O|T|C|D|N
VIE|R|[IT|P|M|JU|I|N
O|B|A|S|B|B|A|S]|O
RIT|O|A|N|T|A|E|B
R|E | L | |:F | B| E|"F | &
E|L|D|/A|N|[E|R|P|W
PlULIE[LC 1M BT |A]L
E|IN|IM|E|E|L|A|S]|E
E|O|IN|[T|S|I|C|R|R
K| D|A|[IT |N|S|F[O]Y

Answers are on page 9
3



Lockdown Holidays by Stephen Berry

The pasfifteen months have proved very trying to all of us in that our usual trips and holidays have been
postponed or even cancelled. As one who | oves t
tovi sit some of t h e avdearticdatlysmy taeoarite tplgcessinptioe tBstish Isles and
Europe—1I could at least visualise a number of them through listening to some of my favourite music.

| have selected a number of these pieces and pedi¥ouTube links to recordings of them in the hope
that you too might derive enjoyment from them. They cover a large variety of places and a number of
these are represented by pieces composed by natives of that particular country; however, this is by no
means the case and against each composer’s name
included in the order of the pieces themselves. Vaughan Williams has great diversity in his places an
these pieces cover a large number of yeaesound 3 years in all. His phenomenal seventh symphony
conveys the Antarctic atmosphere in a unique way and used his previously composed music for the
soundtrack of t he f.VWwasinBiclate70s wbeh the fimemudicwhsaconpadsedc
—and 8L when the symphony was first performed!

Delius was born in Yorkshire, spent time in Florida and lived his later life in France, all of these places beir
inspirational in his composition; however, he loved Norway and this comes through also. Elgastao wa
great traveller, though a native of Worcester and later a resident of London. The shape of the first main
theme of the first movement of his cello concerto is thought to have been inspired by his beloved Malvern
Hills where he spent much time walking.

Ireland and Scotland are well represented, though | feel that Scotland fares particularly well. The music o
each has a definite sound that pinpoints its country without doubt. Music about Scotland seems to have
a warmth and richness which other music da®t— if you do not already know it, | would recommend

|l i stening to Bruch’s Scottish Fantasia, a piec
though, from the famous Hebrides Overture (Mendelssohn) to the Keltic Suite (Foulds).

Having touched on the warmth of Scottish music we now turn to the comparative cold of Finnish music,
particularly in the music of the greatest master of Finnish music, Sibelius. | have made the difficult choice
of a small number of his compositions. Thame many others but those | have listed are my absolute
favourites and show great variety. Finlandia is by no means typitalas a nationalistic piece, almost in
the “Land of Ho plutnadedibaBus tamous ancheoabledchim to devélisptalents.

The first symphony and the violin concerto are not pictures of Finland as such but are particularly
atmospheric and, although there is warmth in both, they still manage to convey the loneliness and
vastness of the bleak northern landscape. ib&p however, his last major composition, has no warmth
whatever— except possibly in the final few bars of musiand it conjures up a picture of the absolute
desolation of the many miles of vast, trdess pine forests that cover much of the count8uch a
landscape is the perfect breeding ground for myths and legends and the spirits of the forests weave their
way through the piece. A mighty Arctic storm makes its appearance towards the end but dies away to
nothingness. It is a most powerful piece.

For real warmth, of course, it is necessary to visit the Mediterranean and this we can do with a selection
of music about Italy. The easiest listening is probably Tchdakovs but don’t overl oo
particularly the Fountains of Rome, thglu the less welknown Pines of Rome has many fine moments

also. The Elgar “1In the South” is a must, thou

| could lavish praise on every piece of music | have listed (even the Britten, who is not a composer | hav
any time for in the main), but | wouldrge you to try them for yourself. If you like what you hear there

are plenty of other pieces (not necessarily with geographical themes!) to explgust enter the
composer’s name in the YouTube sear c hmebeallgentslo g
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Alfven [Sweden]

Legend of the Skerries https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gRGCVpgXLkQ
Swedish Rhapsody No. 1 https://www .youtube.com/watch?v=iawwflw2ytY
Symphony 4 (Outermost Skerrieshttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RkpSdyLON5M

Arnold [Sussex]
Sussex Overture https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AcmFXrj9B k

Balakirev [Russia]
Russia https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=shiUeKoynQU

Bantock[Outer Hebrides]
Celtic Symphony, A https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MblvcHPe3Qc

Bax[Cornwall]
Tintagel https://www.youtube.com/watch¥=ixF5f2cqlKo

Berlioz[ltaly]
Harold in Italy https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hi3GzIMtUDc

Binge[possibly Cromford Mill, Derbyshire]
Watermill, The https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t cAWMI1bQg

Borodin[Central Asian Plaing Russia and Mongolia]
In the Steppes of Central Asia  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=00j8u7elu24

Britten [Suffolk]
Four Sea Interludes (Peter Grimesittps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VTd2axXLTA84

Bruch[Scotland]
Scottish Fantasy https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3aVECDRWk

Butterworth, George[Shropshire]
Shropshire Lad, ARhapsody https://www.youtube.com/watcH?v=3Kq8hHqtOh4

Delius[USA / Lincolnshire / Norway / France]

Appalachia https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FOCucJw7iT8
Brigg Fair https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z JUKXwHZz4
Florida Suite https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KfVSNKFqlcU
Song of the High Hills, The https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gzvxM_qUtmk
Summer Night on the River https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mZEQxIwWNQQc

Dvoijk  [Czech Bpublic / USA]
Symphony 1 (Bells of Zlonice)  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0ivnnigHcSI
Symphony 9 (New World) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pgkGQKiZi8k

Elgar[Bavaria / Worcestershire / London / Italy / River Sevdrn

Bavarian Dances https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5rgrsMgOnY]
Cello Concerto(Malvern Hills) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XwMONOFsAaA
Overture— Cockaigne (London)  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Iljir7jAZgbl
Overture- In the South (Italy https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YkPMmM9VMGHI
Severn Suite https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7gRkP_B90tM

Finzi[River Severn]
Severn Rhapsody, A https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o0pZbMapBnzM
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Foulds[Scotland]
Keltic Suite

German[Devon / Wales]
Glorious Devon
WelshRhapsody

Grieg[ Norway]
Piano Concerto
Wedding Day at Troldhaugen

Gurney [Gloucestrshire]
Gloucestershire Rhapsody

Harrison[Worcestershire]
Worcestershire Suite

Harty [Ireland]
Irish Symphony, An
With the Wild Geese

Holst[Dorset]
Egdon Heath

Hope[Southern Ireland]

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BiK24TwJXpw

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NNK8JDVIpBI

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M0fJnGBzKVE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8uglsrxyQ

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C6TCN6pu93U

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Eqgxo0rV2AFY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gTmPHCcAIillw

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r9d§54Tz0

https://www.youtube.com/wath?v=SCPs5hG0On94

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2kDF3AG3Gp4

Ring Of Kerry, The / Irish Legend https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B2hEh8RxBc8

Ippolitov-lvanov [Armenia]
Armenian Rhapsody

Ireland[London / Dorset]
London Overture
Mai-Dun

Johnstone [Lake District]
Tarn Hows

Kajanus [Finland]
Finnish Rhapsody

Lambert[Mexico]
Rio Grande, The

Luigini [Egypt]
Ballet Egyptien

MacCunn[Scotland]

Land of the Mountain and Flood

McEwen[Scotland]
Solway Symphony, A

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0u2vQcW8j8c

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z3DtkUZ8yb8

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G ml6U pZMo

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7TGX50{Bu70

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gB75KHQQLyM

https://www.youtube.can/watch?v=rGmIifkoZbZQ

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jrAvES9NgKY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KjyTHvxodFU

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C3Z20ZW6uKZc
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Mendelssohn[Hebrides / Scotland / Italy]

Overture- Hebrides (Fingal's Cavé)ttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zcogBHEY's
Symphony 3, "Scottish" https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=newJOqUYPBc&t=99s
Symphony 4, "Italian" https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=10vzs80tAxk

Moeran [Ireland]

In the Mountain Country https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=09e8ruTzUXA
Lonely Waters https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ebP_ehR60LE
Respigh{Rome]

Fountains oRome https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eGZ9oslaeak
Pines of Rome https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mdve48nptNk

RimskyKorsako\] Russia]
Overture- Russian Easter Festivalhttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rXR0tloMmoo

Sibeliug[Finland]

Finlandia https://ww w.youtube.com/watch?v=gOSaT6U8e
Four Legends from the Kalevala https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pvVgU61clbs
Karelia Overture https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CFrgpMPsR7I
Karelia Suite https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1ryhN5kNFzc
Symphony 1 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qWE7 imNOzk
Tapiola https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yy0 zqEOp4A
Violin Concerto https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BIvOIAJKPk

Smetang Bohemia]

Ma Vlast https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w6jIhLUgERO
Smyth, Ethe[Cornwall]

The Wreckers https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y6jvyTaDgkc
Strauss, RicharflThe Alps]

Alpine Symphony https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=30JGRb20Kg
Tchaikovskyltaly]

Capriccio Italien https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZcQsiZe5acY

Tomlinson[Northumberland]
Kielder Water https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=530KUmtU7Pc

Vaughan Williamgsee each individual entry]

Burley Heath (Hampshire) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WVDQ_ypPzn4
Harnham Down (Wiltshire) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SE8X1z1NwaU
In the Fen Country(Cambridgeshitg)ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7R9RA BR_p0
Norfolk Rhapsody 1 (Norfolk) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5DeT3DkyXc8
Solent, The (Hants. / Isle of Wighthttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x-5-fWopro

Symphony 2 (London) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W4VilwBPuAA
Symphony 3 (France) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bAi65Fmbn0A
Symphony 7 (Antarctica) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mv6YBg7PLag
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A Walk in The Woodsylan Lumley
(With apologies to Bill Bryson)

Il still someti mes wish | h aldcognise nowethahnoseavouid@everu i s |
believe me, but | KNOWwhatlsaw j ust wi sh | hadn’t seen it 1in

It had been sucla lovely afternoon to start withThe sun was shining, and there was a warmth in the air
which made a walk in the nearby woods such an enticing prospect. | still put my old camouflage jacket on
in case it turned cold suddenlyhat was another mistakenbw recognisedit meant that when | took a
detour off the marked path, 1 was almost completely hidden from view, unless someone was looking for
me.

I had moved off the path, to t ak ésladgencdovndoeseeitl 00
more clearly, | heard the voicehust a few yards away, but almost invisible through the foliage, the couple
walked by unaware of my presence. coul dn’ t make outl nwhfaagac tt,hely
understand what they were saying at dlit seened to be in some kind of almost foreign language.

Il don’t know what made me f ol | ow Thkerewasnevehhelgss | o
something differentMaybe it was the way he looked around as they passed by so close, | could almost
have reached out and touched them. There was somethialgnost a furtiveness in the way he kept
turning his head, as if he was making sureome else was around.

| was intrigued nonetheless, but somehow, | felt it was wise to stay well hiddei.at least was a good
decision. | still don’t know what mi g ht have happe
undergrowth, and I "m still glad I didn”t find

| had to be very carefulof course. di dn’t want t o mak ealeded thermimtiies e
fact that someone was behind t heMahadbnygéne & short |
distance like this when they stopped, and so did I. He had his back to me, but | could see him taking wha
looked like a mobile phoneut of the jacket he was wearing, and he pulled some kind of antenna out of
the top of it. He spoke a few words into whateveritwawor ds t hat | st i-laid c o
then put it away again.

They stood together, but in silence, for what wasmore than aminute or two. Then | heard iA faint,
high pitched whistle lasting no more than few seconds, followed by a rustling noise as the taller trees
above us started to bend in the wind which seemed to have sprung up, out of nowhere.

The vehi@ was smaller than many helicopters | hav
anything like visible propellers the waglicopters did. It was almost silent in operatidihen it touched
down, they both walked slowly over towards it as the lmabpened underneath. | stood in amazement at
that, which was my third mistake of the ddynust have made some kind of noise, because she (I think it
was a she) turned and looked in my directi@mne said something to the other (Man?), but he shook his
head and they both went inside.

The vehicle left the ground as silently as it had arrived, with only the movement in the trees giving a sign
that it had ever been therd. st i | | can’t get the feeling out
him that saneone was really there in the woods behind them, and saw them leaving.

Then they will come back.



Child's Songin Soring by Edith Nesbit submitted by Angela Robins

Edith Nesbit was a poet and author of adventure stories including The Railway Cloladranthis poem
her inspiration comes from trees in spring.

The Silver Birch is a dainty lady,
She wears a satin gown;
The Elm Tree makes the old churchyard shady,
She will not live in a town.

The English Oak is a sturdy fellow,
He gets his green coldte:
The Willow is smart in a suit of yellow
While brown the Beech trees wait.

Such a gay green gown God gives the Larches
As green as he is gobd
The Hazels hold up their arms for arches,
When spring rides through the wood.

The Chestnut's proud, arttle Lilac's pretty,
The Poplar's gentle and tall,
But the Plane Tree's kind to the poor dull city

| love him best of dll

Wordsearches (page 3)Answers

Butterflies
Skipper Egg Fritillary Pupa Monarch Grayling InsectnAatdPeacock Wings Chrysalis Comma
Nectar
Cricket
Over Wicket Umpire Fielder Keeper Captain Boundary Bowler Eleven Ball Slip Bat Runs
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Find the central word that connects with both the otherssubmitted by Pam Cocchiara

e.g. Dead (Pan) Fried
1. Cabin G Neck
2. Shanty (cevermmmmmmnnnneaeeeens Hall
3. Wheel (cevermmmmmmnnnneaeeeens Boy
4. District G Maid
5. Cultured G Barley
6. Cotton G Sack
7. Roman (cevermmmmmmnnnneaeeeens Bleed
8. Duty (cevermmmmmmnnnneaeeeens Range
9. Real (cevermmmmmmnnnneaeeeens Agent
10 Pass T Wine
11 For (covmeeeeereeeeeniinnnnns ) Green
12 Full (PP Light
13 Under (cerereeeiiees Hanger
14 Human (cerereeeiiees Course
15 News T Bag
16. Foot T Leaf
17. Hang (cerrrmermmriireiee ) All
18. Summer (cerereeeiiees Share
19. Take (cerereeeiiees Home
20. Business (cormrmmnmieeee e, Box

Puzzles submitted by Mike Brown

NINER

Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Stiheeclues and enter the letters in the

appropriate space to discover a word which uses all nine letters.

984 gives an animal
9312789
156332

1 2 3 4 5 6

gives a baby animal
gives a group of animals

7 8 9

BLANKETY BLANK

Complete the blank spaces with three seMetiered words that are anagrams of each other.

The already

THINKING OUT OF THE BOX

bull was further

1. Howmany birth days does the average person have?

by the exploding

2. A woman gives a beggar 50 pence; the woman is the beggar's sister, but the beggar is not the
woman's brother. Why?
3. Why can't a person living in Scotland be buried in Wales?
4. Is it legal for a mamilreland to marry his widow's sister? Why?
5. What was the Prime Minister's name in 19657
Answers are on Pagk&4
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Blown Awayc Our Great Heritage of Brass Band Music (part 2) by Neil Pritchard

Brass bands enjoyed considerable growth during 1BB0s, and while there was no set standard as to
how bands were formed and sustained, three types can be identified:

1) Patronage Bands:

These were bands linked to a specific workplace or patron that was the significant benevolent source.
Perhaps the mdadamous of the industrial patronage bands to be formed in the 1850s was one formed in
the village of Queensbury in the West Riding of Yorkshire. John Foster, an amateur French horn player i
the early part of the century, established a cotton mill on eeteth of land known as "Black Dyke". He
established a brass band with what little was left of a village band, and provided instruments, a practice
room, and uniforms, stipulating that it ever be known as the Black Dyke Mills Band. This was only one o
seveaal projects Foster undertook to expand the cultural base in the community around his mill projects
which included a school, a library, and a modestly ornate "Victoria Hall". Little is known about any
continuous musical activity in the village band thag¢geded the formation of the brass band, but soon
after the advent of this famous ensemble they were playing transcriptions of Italian opera at major
contests. Foster could never have imagined that one day his band would be more famous than the textiles
manufactured in his mill. Here's an example of their fantastic playing in a video of 'Walking With Heroes'
by Paul LovatCooper, dedicated to the memory of Captain Sir Tom Moore:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M3utdUOvPg4

2) Subscription Bands:

Second were the subscription bands whose support was drawn from a wider community such as
mechanics' institutes or temperance societies. Interest in these bands often was the result of efforts as
simpk as posting a notice announcing a public meeting to encourage the formation of a band. The line of
separation between these two types was often blurred in some instances since a band, sometimes
identified with the name of a mill or factory, did not necasly owe its origins to the owner. In fact, direct
owner patronage was a factor in only a small percentage of bands, while a higher percentage of band:
depended upon wealthy middielass subscribers. Even with more affordable instruments it still was no
small matter to outfit an entire band from scratch, especially if the band had no patron. In addition to the
cost of instruments there was also the expense of heating and lighting a rehearsal room, and of providing
uniforms, a salary for the leader, and nusBands raised money through personal subscription of their
members and through playing concerts and athletic events. The best bands could also rely on using the
winnings from the various contests they entered. As bands came under contract to pay tgffdeb
expenses, it was important that they maintain a high level of discipline so as to be successful. Written
agreements between a band and its players became necessary to ensure proper use of all mone\
acquired, as well as to establish rules of condadtandle disciplinary action, whether it be provoked by
misconduct or by not playing up to the standards of the band. While the democratic process was
implemented to safeguard major abuse, most conductors were given musical authority over each band.

3) Volunteer Bands:

The third type were those bands formed by the 1859 volunteer movement. Some volunteer bands
received subscription money while others were funded by middess patronageThe volunteer
movement was the result of international tension. g the 19th century French/British relations were
often very tense. In 1859, fearing the threat of invasion, Secretary of War Jonathan Peel sent a circula
letter to the LordsLieutenant of all counties instructing them to form a force of volunteersdalblled

and instructed in case of war. These volunteers, though exempted from the military nevertheless were
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required to attend twentyfour drills per year. From the outset bands were considered to be of practical
use at drills, as well as for addingauth of ceremony during annual reviews. The band also served as a
liaison between the volunteer corps and local communities. While no government money was set aside
to fund bands specifically, money was frequently secreted from the funds to keep then. #t#he
practice became more expensive, this poorly kept secret drew heavy criticism as an inappropriate use o
funds, suggesting the bands continue through efforts of private subscription by requiring an annual fee of
all officers and/or by playing fumdising concerts. A number of volunteer bands also were merely
established civilian bands in disguise. For example, the W. L. Marriner band also served as the Band of tf
35th Rifle Volunteer Corps and the 1st West Yorkshire Volunteer Fire Brigade Gaarksown a year
earlier as the Flush Mills Band. Here are the Besses o' th' Barn band (based in Whitefield, Greate
Manchester) taking part in the BBC2's Brass Band kaotkompetition 'Champion Brass' with some
pretty forthright comments from the judgest the end of their three selected pieces:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zPFecJtFYZE

During the Victorian age the brass band movement never inspired original music of any lasting merit.
Caoversely, the brass band had provided tens of thousands of woidtass people exposure to "classical”
music, by performing transcriptions of the original music. This in itself was no small achievement.
Audiences had heard selections from the great operasl transcriptions of complete Haydn, Mozart,

and Beethoven symphonies, performances requiring considerable stamina on the part of the players.
Virtuoso performers from these bands were of the same social class as the audiences. From this familiarit
marny of these performers became musical heroes in their own right, as they represented the best in
working class achievement and potential. Not only did they receive a mention in brass band publications,
some acquired principal positions in the leading prefesal orchestras of Britain. On the other hand,
contests, which in so many wayseme the heart and soul of the brass band, hindered the further
development of the movement. On the plus side, contests had raised the standards of bands pursuing
musical andechnical excellence. But this inevitably led to the creation of a restricted musical stereotype
as to playing style and virtuosity, this caused some composers to approach brass bands with reluctance
Trevor Herbert a writer on Brass Bands notes that 'tleéion of contests for brass bands, implied that
there is a set of criteria that can be weighed up, measured and scored, which is an anathema to basic
principles of high art." Contest scores and the ensuing friction between rival bands did little to yeset

the "lofty" ideals of bands, or to put brass bands in a comparable light with orchestras, which were
traditionally above that sort of thing.

The twentieth century revival of British music, coupled with the efforts of a few enlightened patrons
changedthe scene. Beginning in the 1920s and 1930s the elite of the British composers were
commissioned to write test pieces for contests. As in earlier years these works were designed to fit certain
contest criteria and would be performed by abmpeing bands Most early test pieces were
arrangements, initially emphasising Italian opera, but selections from musical comedy such as Gilbert anc
Sullivan were also popular. Gustav Holst wrote the early standard for the original brass band repertoire,
the Moorside 8ite in 1928. Written in three movements, the suite explores the extremes of mood and
musical colours of which the brass band is capable. The third movement, March, is often performed
separately. Other commissioned works from this period include the Dowlrfiite (1932) and "Comedy"
Overture (1933) by John Ireland, The Severn Suite (1930) by Elgar, and Kenilworth (1936) by Sir Arthi
Bliss. Test pieces and other compositions have offered new and varied pieces, much of which takes th
brass band to the exémes of their playing technique. While works composed by-fatt composers

such as Elgar and Holst were certainly a boost to the movement, most composers of notoriety were not
inclined to submit more than one effort to the repertoire. This has changeohaore recent years as
composers such as Philip Sparke and Edward Gregson, and composers outside Britain have written seve:
selections for the brass bands. One factor that has aided the trend has been the introduction of
percussion. For many years persis was forbidden in contests so as not to cover up weak playing. By
1976 bands in all sections of the Nationals were allowed to appear with percussion, paving the way for
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more pieces written for bands. Before the next piece it's worth mentioning a velgtnew development
involving many bands working with young musician to produce performances of exceptional quality. This
has been beneficial to both groups, and involved bands moving into the jazz and popular scene alongsid
the classical. It has alsocreased the profile of the bands with young people and their parents. What
follows is an example of that with the Tredegar Town Band performing with students of Birmingham
Conservatoire Brass Band, in a version of Mars from Holst's The Planets. Be pfeparadnd blowing
performance: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mipiloajk6g

Another form of Brass Bangith whichwe are all familiaris definitely worth a mention: The Salvation
Army Band. There was a perception, in the @th century, amongst some religious groups that the
working class were spending too much time in public lesugsnd were involved in other activities of anti
social behaviourAs a result abstinence groups became influential in promoting bands, and several bands
can trace their beginning to such efforts. The Bramley Band, with a pledge to total abstinencé&,n 183
may have been the first temperance band. It was in the Salvation Army, however, that the bands became
S0 prominent as to affect the very nature of the organisation for which they were founded. A builder and
Wesleyan named Charles Fry formed the firdv&son Army band in 1878. The ensemble was a quartet
made up of Fry and his three sons. General William Booth, the founder of the Salvation Army, was not
unaware of the dangers of allowing open membership into these bands, a situation which would
potentially cause the various bands to be Salvationist in name only. This had already happened to many
of the temperance bands which were not true to their original calling. As a result he set directives in
motion early in 1881 which separated the Salvationistdsaftom those of the contest band movement.

This lasted for more than a hundred years. Among these was the directive requiring all members of the
bands to be active members of the Salvation Army. In 1883 Booth set up the Salvation Army Music
Department, fdlowed a year later with the first issue of The Salvation Army Brass Band Journal.

In 1885, Bramwell Booth, the Chief of Staff of the "Sally Army", as they generally became known issuec
directives allowing no other music than that found in the Salvadomy General Band Book. In 1889
directives also included the manufacture, sale and repair of musical instruments. While steps to keep
Salvationist brass bands separate from the brass band movement were remarkably successful
nevertheless some players paifpated in contest bands on their own. On the other hand, the Salvationist
movement provided an opportunity rarely afforded in the other brass baniti® encouragement and
active recruitment of women to play in their ensembles. Today, Salvation Army masiexpanded
globally with over 2,500 brass bands worldwide and over 427,000 music group members. Salvationis
bandsmen and songsters across different countries continue to draw upon their own cultural background
and create musical styles to accompany sfop and attract new audiences. Music is still used as an aid
to worship, whilst keeping the role of the band as a way of engaging people with the church. Music has
evolved in The Salvation Army, since its inception, with groups such as community jelzairsands,
ukulele bands and rock bandEhey see these activities as playing a part in bridging the gap between
Church and its community. This is an example of The Salvation Army Territorial Youth Band playing Marti
Cordner's 'Jubilo! Jubilo! duringehy outh Makes Music concert in Poole in 2013:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aCyggiMujyk

Beat that! Wasn'that absolutely brilliant it shows you what wonderful players there are in the band,
and the obvious joy they get in playing that great little piece.

Moving on to the1930'sve seethe integration of women into the bands as regular members, and with
the loss of men to the war effort, even more women were encouraged to fill the ranks, although they
were never seen in great numbers. This came at a time when bands were having recruitment problems,
S0, in a sense, their acceptance paralleled a time whem$®avere not enjoying the popularity of earlier
years. Women's admittance into the elite contesting bands met with resistance, since there was an
abundance of male personnel eager to take a seat in these organisations. However today women play al
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importantrole in bands, and as you can see from that last video they are to be seen in increasing numbers
in youth bands and a good thing too. Bear in mind that in orchestras women only became accepted in
the 1960's, so this was not a purely band issue. Howeard® are having a major problem with funding.

[ |l 1l lTustrate the plight of bands by referei
closed in 1993, its then owner Richard Budge of RJB Mining agreed to continue sponsoring the band, &
did UKCoal and Powerfuel later. But when Powerfuel went into administration in 2010 the money
stopped, and although the band continues to bring in cash from concerts it still faces a shortfall of around
£30,000. This unfortunately is becoming fairly typicabofay's bands.

An individual benefactor, who wished to remain anonymous, came forward at the end of last year to help
withdayto-d ay costs that wil/ safeguard the band’ s

head above watelry dmutorye usacwumncd aof i ncome klikeecau
many arts organisations up and down the country, brass bands are having their public funding squeezec
and he’s worried about the i mpact etlhied.wi“IMush a
are closing or being cut right, left and centre and children are now having to pay for the privilege of
|l earning to play a brass instrument,” he says.

off families, whosepaent s can’t afford instruments and | e
that playing an instrument can enhance the lives of young people, but we need support and we need
funding.” | think we'd all endorse that statem

Incidentally Brass Bandse viewed differently in other countries where there is often local and state
subsidies. For example in places | ike Scandi na
brass bands and symphony orchestras, but in the UK we take them forgrmamed don’ t r e al
them. One Bandmaster recently commented that; "I'd just come back from Switzerland where we were
doing a concert, and | noticed the audience was much younger with a lot of teenagers and fewer older
peopl e. | t ' s Brass basds hike the Qory BaadoBdaok"Dyke Band and the Brighouse and
Rastrick Band, as well as Grimethorpe, are household names they all need our support. The Bandmaste
of Grimethorpe has said: "In Yorkshire, we are in the enviable position of haviregyafdire finest brass
bands in the country, but some of the bands | played with in the past no longer exist and without some

sort of financi al assistance others could vani
for. They are part of dture and heritage, we gave football to the world and we also gave brass bands to
t he worl d, so we can’t |l et them die. By the wa

Bands. I'm ending with a performance by a Youth Band "very closenw®'hdo illustrate how the
emerging generation of band players are so vital to the future of the Brass Band movement. This is a ver
local performance recorded at Rougemont School (Newport) by the Gwent Youth Brass Band at their 60tt
Anniversary Concert i@arly 2020. Let the Queen be with you! Here's to a great future for the Brass Band
movement. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=68KkGMISRq4

Puzzles (page 10)Answers

CENTRAL WORLIL Crew 2 Town 3 Barrow 4 Nurse 5 Pearl 6 Wool 7 Nose 8 Free 9 Estate 10 Port
11 Ever 12. Moon 13 Coat 14 Race 15 Paper 16 Loose 17 Over 18 Time 19 Care 20 Lunch

NINER GNuUisan animal GOSLIN@G a baby animal SCHOQOIs a group of animals.
SLOUCHING is the mystery word

BLANKETY BLANK ENRAGED ANGERED GRENADE

THINKING OUT OF THE BOX
1. A person hasnlyone birth day. 2. The beggar is the woman's sister.. B&cawse they are still alive.
4. No-because he is dead if he has a widows. Boris JohnsonBorn 1964.
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Sudoku

Each row and each colunmustcontain numbers 1 to 9 once only; each large square of nine smaller
squares likewise. Do not guess numbers! Work out each by elimination.

The four puzzles get progressively more difficult.

No 1 is “Easy”, No 2 is *“ Medi’um”GooNo |3u cil
1. Easy 2. Medium
7 6 7
3|9 - 1 e 713
8 6 |
3 2 5 6 7 4
5 B ¥ 2
- 6 8 1 1
6 8 5
8 |9 6 4 3
4
3. Hard 4. Evil
3 9
A 2
1
-+ 7 5|3
5 8 4
1 9 4 1
7
1 3
8 5 7




What We Were Doing . .hy Angela Robins

... five years ago the Out and About Group spent a few days in the Lincoln areatdwe stopped for

a quick brunch at Tamworth Garden Centre where some menfbarsl time to purchase a few unwieldy
plants which filled the coaciNot far from our destination of Lincoln we spent a couple of hours in the
idyllic Pure Lands Garden with its footpaths winding through pagodas, lanterns, bridges and carp pond:
which leftus with a sense of peace and a connection with nature. It was conceived in 1973 by Zen Monk
Maltreya as a place for the teaching of meditation. He personally served us fruit teas and homemade
sconesWe later arrived at our hotel in the heart of Lincolity@verlooking the scenic, trendy waterfront

and marina.

The next morning our coach driver dropped us off at the top of the hilly city for a day at leisure. The
Norman Cathedral is considered to be the finest Gothic building in Europe and is adjattenitedieval
Bishop's Palace. Close by is the imposing castle built from 1068 by William the Conqueror. A walk alon
its walls afforded views of 'Poppies: Wave.' The sculpture, a sweeping arch of bright red poppy heads wa
first seen at the Tower of LondoHeading downwards via Steep Hill and passing several historic buildings
we came to The Strait where the 12th century Jew's Court and Jew's House is home to the oldes:
synagogue in Britain. Then into the pedestrianised High Street, which is on the Romiae Gtreet,

where some took a break at the haimbered 16th century High Bridge Cafe which sits on top of the
oldest bridge in the county. After the evening meal we had a quiz.

Before returning home on the final day, we were driven through the bealutibuntryside of the Peak
District and visited the picturesque village of Youlgrave to marvel at the Well Dressings. Colourful pictures
are painstakingly made by volunteers by pressing seeds, petals and other natural materials into wooder
frames filled wih mud. They celebrate the gift of natural pure water. At Bakewell there were rabre
theseto see whilst partaking of its famoysiddingin one ofthe tea rooms or a local brew one ofthe

inns.

Euanand Juanitawere having a earlyafternoonguided tour of Lincoln Castle. The guide showed them
one of only four original manuscripts of the Magna Carta and when asked when it was signgdide
replied“1215” "Dew!" said Euan "We missed it by just half an hour! "




=

—
—

U,
!




Behind theScenes by lan Lumley

As outlined elsewhere, | have worked in the personnel environment for over twenty yWaike other
stories highlight what happened in some interview®adk part in, they do not tell the full story. The
incidents below have never seen the light of dayntil now.

In my early days in Personnel, | began to realise the enormous amount of mundane, but vital work which
went on.Annual Appraisals for all $tavere carried outBlank forms had to be checked to ensure basic
details were entered correctly and sent out to managers. These all had to be checked as they were
returned — sometimes months later-to make sure all the boxes and comment areas were detag.

As each one was a ‘confidenti al document and
personnel decisions, it was all a very important, but ioo&suming task.

Eachformhadafup age bl ank t o enable a’ mahatéeinanefonvi d
to amplify the individual ratings and give a m
make it more interesting for my own staff, | set up a competition for them one yeasfered a prize to

the menber of staff who came up with the most original, succinct and illuminating pen picture they read.

| hopeal this would help to ensure that their own scrutiny was more detailed and accurate than might
otherwise have been the case.

It did seem to do the tric. Several contenders were brought to my attention as the forms were being
returned.The one in the | ead as we entered the final
He goes through | i f e Thenlthe ilast dpatcll amaned Onenaf th& wamenP u s
involved came running into the room waving a form above herhead.hi s has t o be th
Whenlreadit,Ihadtoagree.t sai d ‘1 s goodYouw urte aélstripe kosadiiteal s &
in less than six words, can you?

Whilst in the Personnel Division of the Forestry Commission, | acted as general factotum as well as -
member of the interview panel for a wide variety of pogsdsie of these was to selelsasic grade Foresters

for what, to many, would become their first step on the management ladelest would find their way

into our research work as part of their overall training and so we always had a research specialist as par
of the interview teamHe, along with the chairman and the other member of the board, asked the bulk
of the questions and | came in at the end, to ask a few supplementarigginly around 'staff
management' issuesand also 'sweep up' anything that had not been dealt with byeath

On one panel, we were in the third day of interviews (numbers of staff involved often meant these
interviews went on for two, or even three weeks!), when the scientist, who had been concentrating on
technical aspects of weeding (chemicals, soil typ&s), suddenly started asking man management
guestions.This was the area | had been covering, and he was asking the exact question that | had beer
using!l just slipped into others which | had already prepared, and kept gBwthe Friday afternoon,eh

was starting to ask these todWhen the next candidate came in and my part was reached, | asked him
about chemicals that could be used on deep unflushed peat and what difficulties he would need to think
about if applying them elsewherd®e answered andfter a few followon questions with me probing his
answers a little deeper on similar topics, we finished the interview.

After he left and we had done our individual scores, the scientist could contain himself no Idviggr.

do you mean by asking sciéit questions like that? said that as he had stolen my questiphielt it was

OK to ask hidh any case we had to have a reasonably similar approach to all the candidates in the interest
of fair play, and so someone should be asking these techgigtions, 'if he wasn't going to do it, |
would'. He was quite thunderstruck.think he wasreally put outby someone elseaskingcandidates
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technicalquestions onis area of expertisd! noticed that from the next Monday onward he went back
to askinghis' questions!

It is nearly always a mistake to assume that others will see the woelddme way that you dd. had

made the assumptior fairly logically, | thoughtabout those attending promotion interviewghat they

were interested in promotionNot always the cas€n one occasion, after a large promotion exercise, |
was faced with trying to slot those successful candidates from the interviews into vacancies throughout
the country.It was expected that there would be some who, for a varietyeafsons, had particular
preferences of location, but they were nearly always open to alternatives, if the reasons were explained
to them. On one occasion, | had to admit defe@ihe candidate refused (through his manager) the first
offer of a post some diance from his present locatioWhen | asked why, the manager explained that

his wife wanted to remain close to her parenGK , I thought Il et’s see wl
nearer.Eventually after pulling a few stringd managed to clear a spot moore than thirty miles away

from his present locationWhen this was put to him, he refused agadirasked the manager where the
parents were, just in case it gave me a window where | could meet his n€edspromotion, for him,
would have been perhapbke most difficult in his career, and | was anxious not to see it misgedhis
sake.The answer astounded me then (stilldod$). s wi f e’ s parents Hedidmt i n
achieve that promotion or any other afterwards!

The Research sion was split into two main centres, with outlying units reporting to one or the other.
As always in these kinds of arrangements, there was a degree of friction between the two major centres
as they tried to gain ascendancy over each otkdrenever they couldl had always had a good
relationship with the Chief Research Officer (CRO) in the north, and so was quite looking forward to a
recruitment exercise there for a Senior Statisticiahe CRO, his Head of Statistasd | would be on tle

panel, along with a member of the Civil Service Commis$StonCommission licensed us yearly to conduct
interviews on their behalf and checked from time to time to be sure we were operating at the highest
level of competence before they would renew thieence.My experiences had already shown that
Scientists can sometimes have a peculiar view of questioning, and | would need to be more than alert
just in caseMy job was to be a little harder than | had anticipated!

The morning session with four caddtes passed by without a hitch, as did the first interview of the
afternoon.| was beginning to relax a little, when the next candidate (a lady of around twené&) came

in. Her professional qualifications were quite exceptional, so on paper, she stamg candidateTo this

day | do not know why, but the chairman's second question for her was 'at your age, why should | employ
you when you're likely to leave within a couple of years and start a farhdgp@ld barely believe my ears!

The Civil Seree Commissioner nearly dropped his pé&tmost in a nangecond my mind raced through

what | could or should ddDid | stop it there and ther this would alert the candidate to the fact that
something serious had happened, when she perhaps was not satficiaware?What would the
Commissioner think if | did nothingfow could | get the chairman and the Forestry Commission out of
the large hole he had just dug?

Before | could decide, the candidate resolved the issue heitsmiking straight at him, sheaid 'l don't

think that is any business of your8&mazingly, the chairman merely mumbled something inaudible and
went on to another topic altogethei!kept quiet— at least until after the interview was finisheds soon

as the candidate left, | got first. '‘Please make your marks for this candidate in silence and then put your
pens down before a word is saitiVhen this had been done, | again took ov&ddressing the CRO, (but
being very aware of the Civil Service Commissioner sitting at the otllesfahe panel), | said 'if that ever
happens again, | will stop the interview immediatélyhat you did was not just wrong, it was illegél.

you felt that question was appropriate then it should have been capable of being asked of everyone, men
and women. If it happens again, | will stop you and make sure you never interview for us &tgaimént
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red in the face, of course, but more importantly, | noticed out of the corner of my eye the Civil Service
Commissioner nodding furiously and making notes arplaiper.

Our licence was renewed that year. Oh, and the lady candidate was selected for the pesitiomer
merits. | don't think the chairman dared voice any criticisms of her!

Research Division spanned a number of widely varying discipiimésmdogy all the way through to
Statistics were needed and, occasionally recruits were needed due to promotions or just a change in
emphasis as problems came and welnt.the mid 1980sAcid Rain and its consequences became the
“flavour of t hedednextra ttdff'to cavardhe inaeasadeaetivity. particular it was
decided that we needed an articulate, qualified senior scientist who could present our case to politicians
not only in the UK but also throughout Europ¥ter all the preliminary work &d been done (setting
criteria for the post, getting applications, sifting out the unfortunates etc) | found myself on an interview
panel with the Head of Branch where the work was to be based (Site Studies), the Director Research an
also the Chief Resear Officer (South).

There had been considerable interest in the position from the wider scientific community, so all the
candidates we were to see were highly qualified and met those initial selection criteria @asilghoice

was, to my mind, going tdepend on their personal attributes and presentational qualitAfser the final
candidate had left, we started our final discussion& quickly disposed of most candidates who, while
good, had not shone particularly against their competitd¥®e were Idt with two to choose fromlt soon
became clear that | was in a minorityof one! — about who should be our final selectiohe Chief
Research Officer wanted the man who had been cc
experiments.The Director wanted the same manbecause he was not as arrogant as my preferred
option. The Head of Branch stayed silehhad to point out (quite forcefully) that we had agreed criteria

in place that gave little weight to laboratory wor@rfthis post.We did NOT want a backroom boy, but
someone who could deliver polished presentations of the work others in the Division were diinged

to the Director.' Do you r ealary’ wlhoat f@hi‘gTeygeo sstu?c c els safsakle dm
stand up to politicians around Europe some of whom will be sceptical of any results we produce and will
be on occasion hostile to our plans.little arrogance seems to me to be almost a-prquisite for this
post—even if it means he willbemoki f f i cult t o manage’

After a few more arguments, we eventual |l Asweeci
|l eft the room, the Head of Branch said ‘“that’s
with the Director-a n d  w i Ihnmdemmg ivander what my predecessors had been like.

Incidents like this were not confined to Research DivisWhile | was still in Personnel, | took part in a
selection panel for someone to work in our Secretariat Division inTHEy neded someone who would

be charged with writing up briefs for the Executive Board members when they met Ministers or other
politicians.An ability to write concisely (like what | cannot do!) was needed as was an ability to read
legalese and transfer it intplain EnglishThe panel was to be chaired by arrmaember of Personnel, so

| did not envisage any problemsvas | really so naive?

Five candidates were to be interviewedlll went well, although we were a little ngrlussed when the

third candidate shok hands with us ablefore he sat downWe merely looked at each other and smiled.
After the last candidate had left, we got down to the serious business of making a de€isgochairman

said almost straightaway that the third candidate would not betiggt the position!l was amazed,
because he should have known that we didn’t mal
felt t hat the particul arlaskecd wihkBdatasaabe ahadr a
handshakldde hmemdsdi chad what could best be descri

When we finally came out of the room, I had to
he could start work with u€nough said?
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Sir Henry/CampbellBannerman- The Forgotten Prime Minister by Gerald Lee

The Liberal election victory of 1906 ushered in one of the greatest periods of reform in British history, yet
the Liberal leader, Sir Henry Camp#gdinnerman is overshadowed by his tauccessors as PM, Asquith
and Lloyd Georgd-or those who love trivia many aspects of his term in office have unique features.

First of al I, foll owing Balfour’s reorganisat.
CampbelBannerman wathe first to be recognized as holding the office of Prime Minissecondly, he

was at 69 the oldest PM to assume the post for the first time, the same age as Ronald Reagan when h
first became presidentAs PM he combined the post of PM and Leader ofHlbeise.Less seriously, at
around 20 stone he was probably the heaviest Héd.was also the only serving PM to also be Father of
the House.

He was born Henry Campbell oth BSeptember 836. A condition of an inheritance from his uncle was
that he should dopt the Bannerman name and so he adopted the name Henry Canpdoatierman. His
wife kept the Campbell surname-B.He preferred |

Not so common for a primeninster he had a commercial background, in general wholesale and grape
After university, like Stanley Baldwin, he joined the family business and became a partner. Whereas
Bal dwin’s experience of b, GBwas alsays alinee dradektiie age af t a
31 on his second attempt he was elected MPStirling Boroughs, the only seat he ever represented.

He always had an interest in military matters as an officer inrthigia. His first post was financial
secretary to the War Office under the great reformer Cardwi&then Cardwell took a peerageBivas
effectively defence spokesman in the Commofsong the major reforms was the introduction of the
modern breecHoading MartiniHenry rifle and the abolition of the purchase of commissions.

He entered the cabinet in 1884 as Chief Secretary for Ireldodever, he served mostly at the War Office

as Secretary of State under Gladstone and Roseberry. Like Baldwin he thought of applying to be Speak
but was told he was too valuable as a ministée. was a reforming minister preparing the way for that
other great reformer Haldane, who was to serve under him in his 1905 govern@ertof his greatest
successes was to persuade the Queen’ s Headaf thée n,
Armed Forces.It was a delicate matter that he handled wetidafor which he received his knighthood.

He had a genuine interest in the welfare of the poorest and perhaps foresaw that Liberalism would need
to change to embrace social reforrilis own contribution was to introduce an eighour day for
munitions and othing workers in the War Office. It was a censure motion sfich led to the fall of

the Roseberry government, a rather misguided criticism over stores of cotditect, reserves were
adequate and being highly unstable it had to be stored in adl@dd amounts.The Liberals went into
opposition under HarcourtAt this time Asquith could easily have claimed the leadership. He was a
brilliant barrister and parliamentary performdrowever, at that time he could not afford to sacrifice his
legal caree so GB became leader at the age of 63.

He was often underestimate@®ver the Boer War he took a principled stand against military excesses.
GB cooperated with the Emily Hobhouse to expose the dreadful conditions in the concentration camps.
Hiswords still have aring. When 1 s a Wienitisaoartied aut by enettfdds of barbarism in
Sout h Pk war didded the country. Lloyd George had to be rescued from an angry mob in
BirminghamHowever, €B managed to keep the Liberal Pantyited. The Liberals expected to lose the
Khaki Election in 1900, but the result for the Conservatives was not as decisive as it might have been.
Gradually the pendulum started to swing in favour of the Liberalsyd George fought the Balfour
Education At clause by clause, mainly to gahsenthe Nonconformist voteThe Liberals exposed the
interest of the Chamberlain family in the Armaments Industry.

Moral indignation was raised over the-soal | ed ‘' Chinese Sl avery’ anoc
Chirese Labourers in South AfricAhe biggest gift to the Liberals was the endorsement by Joseph
Chamberlain of tariff reformThe Liberals accused the Uniosistf t axi ng t he wor kin
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The young Winston Churchill crossed the floor and joinedLiberal PartyThe Li ber al s’ m
spokesman on tariffs was Asquitm debates @ woul d say ‘ send Batfaur t h
resigned in 1905 expecting the Liberals would fail to form a governm@it.not only formed a
government but led [§ party to its greatest parliamentary victory. The Liberals with 377 seats
outnumbered all the other parties combined.abour returned 63 and the Nationalists 83, the
Conservatives were reduced to a mere 157.

GB should have been on the crest of a wavewidver, he faced a plot within his own party, the Relugas
Pact, a conspiracy of Asquith, Grey and Haldane to persu@ito@ad the government from the Lords,
thus giving effective power to Asquith as Chancellor and Leader of the Com@Bmsd not ackowledge
the plot and offered Asquith the post of Chancellor, which he accefitedy became Foreign Secretary
and Haldane took the War officéhe plot crumbled.

For the first time a Labour member became a ister. John Burns joined the cabinet Bsesident of the

Local Government Board. He boasted of his worklags origins, and that his mother was a
washerwomanGB expected him to be overpowered by the announcemdiat.his surpse John Burns

sl apped him on the baamed,ThBsave,tBbBermeéenrpgopuh:i

Balfour had lost his own seat and had to be found a quick vacancy to enable his f@tutheir first
encounter GB rose to the occasion, again sugirg his critcsHe r et ort ed trquip88al f
“Enough of the Tom Foolery. It might have answi
pl ac e Inafficethé sh@ved an inclination to make a quick judgment, sometimes to the disapproval
of his colleagueslo sustain the pact with Labour, the Liberals had to legislate to alter the judgment in
the Taff Vale Case, which placed union funds in danger in industrial disputes. Liberalism is the party o
lawyersThe | egal officials, i ncl ubd.iGCB madéa syiit decidsiontof a \
accept the Labour Party draft bill without consultatidrhe Unionists did not oppose the bill, mainly to
avoid losing workinglass supportHowever, later generations of Conservatives found the Trades
Disputes Act a biaer to Trade Union reform in the era of union militancy.

Another impetuous act showed-B was in control and a radical reformer at home and abra@¥ida
meeting of the Interparliamentary Union, speaking in French, he eaticihe Russiagovernment for
suspending the Duma, a limited form of parliamee spokethe defant wor d s, ‘“La Dou
viveLaDo u ma . ’

In such a short period in offe CB initiated many of the major reformsle was a radical reformer in the
Gladstonian mouloHe supported Irish Home Rule, although he was candid in saying it would not happen
in the first parliament.An act permitted local authorities to provide free school meals, and another
empowered local authorities to buy agricultural land from privatedlands.Other early Liberal measures
includedthe 1906Wo r k me n’ s C échgne ansysteim iofg@mbation for offenderfhe Liberals

did not succeed in their reform of the Balfour Education Act and lost a Licensing Bill due to opposition
from the Houseof Lords.However, €B succeeded in bypassing parliament to grant-geifernment to

the two BoerSates, Transvaal and Orange Free States helped heal the wounds of the war and led to

the creation of the Dominion of South Africa within tBepire, tha sided with Britain in the First World

War. On the nonparty matter offemale suffrage @B was a supporter, whereas Asquith was ridis
government legislated to allow women who were widows or single householders to stand as candidates
for local councilsbut support for female suffrage was a long way off. Lloyd George did not support the
bill when it came to parliamentarguing for a full reform including the second vote and the franchise.
Although he said he was in favour of female suffrage this madeahtanget for suffragette attackdis

home near Dorking was bombe@B advi sed women HHeovaskadradtional piesalt e r
Radical belonging to an earlier age, but still saw the Liberals would need to embrace social reform tc
survive.

Asquth s 1908 budget included a proposal to pBay a
had sponsored in cabinet committeklowever, €B did not live to witness the budget introducing this
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measure.As Lloyd George had only recently been appointed G&lar, Asquith delivered the 1908
budget he had prepared before his appointment as PMforeign affairs he was active in seeking an
entente with France, along with Edward Grey at the Forélfice. He spoke less successfully in favour of
disarmament.The biggest battle he foresaw was with the House of Lofdsopposition leader Balfour

used the veto to block major Liberal refornGB r et ort ed i n his speech o
House of Commons was not elected to pass only such bills as cadrihrenselves to the House of Lords.

We do not intend to be a government on sufferance or to act as caretakers in the House of a party the
country has rejected.’

During his term of offi ce IBheswasnmofpebalsly stifferiad ftorh b €
diabetes Her death was a blow to hinthis took a toll on his own health and after a series of heart attacks
he askedthd&i ng’ s per mi s skKingatcepten his resgnatigpmas PNE vas still technically
leader of theLiberalParty andan MP.TheKing did not wish to spoil his holiday in Biarritz, so Asquith was
summoned to meet him and accept the appointment there, the only time a British PM has been appointed
outside Britain.

GB was too ill to be moved, so anothenusual aspect to his life was that he was the only PM to die in
Downing St. He officially resigned on 5 Ap808 and died 17 days later having seryast 2 years, 122

days as PMCB was an honest man who adhered to his principlesldeeeal radicalin office as well am
opposition.He did not particularly care for office, but felt a sense of duty. It is perhaps not Sogptinat
Clement Attlee was one of his admireBecause of his short term of office, he is often overlooked, but

he neverthelss played a major role in ushering in the Liberal reforms and turning his party towards social
refor m. Had he | ived he might have used the Lo
confrontation sooner than the Budget crisis.tribute A qui t h spoke thus, *‘ He v
verge of old age to see visions and dream dr ea

Talkng Points (started by Stephen Berryd)Responses to DI'B4

Anyone living in Newport prior to the Old Green redevelopments of the early MillGscognisdhe first
photograph as being of the top part of Dock Street and the answers came rolling in! The prominent
buildings in the forefronbf the photograph are the Old Green Hotel, on the corner of High Street, one of
Fussell’'s sports shops on the | eft andOQOthenshops t c
you might remember in this block were Meesons (sweets), Banng&terThat cher ( ¢ he mi
(electrical goodsand record$ and finally the Wine Lodg®oger Lewis remembers thatd assistant in
Winter’'s later becamehe postman in Clevedon Roa@ his was Terence Nethercetyour editor’s third
cousin!)Heguesgsthat the picture was taken in the very early 1850t appears there is an Austin A40
Somerset parked on the riglaf thestreet. The bus station cameext, but it was never sufficiently large

for the buses that served all parts of the expanding toluses also usgHigh Street and Cambrian Road

as their termini.ln the backgroundare the Market andTown Hall and the upper part of the Olympia
Cinema,its principal entrancen Skinner StreetWhat is apparent is the large number of people going
about their business and making this a busier part of town than it is wter the closure of the bus
station when the new one was opened behind John Frgsia&, the old bus station was used for car
parking. More recent developments have again seen the area used as a bus. fattenNoolven 1says

that, behind the Old Green Hoteljere the stables belongingtothe kgn" s Head Hot el i n
dating from coaching days. In his msjgent youth he and a friend (whose father kept the Old Green Hotel)
used to walk along the roof beams of the stables to collect pigeon &gy& also correctly identified the
second motograph which is of R E Hicks garage at the beginning of Basad&hthe Handpost pub is

just out of site to the right. The garage site is now occupied by more recently built flats, Grange Court.
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Thi s e diograpbsmare sathgr mare equally balanced in difficulty. Both views are partially changed
but some features remairAs always please let us have any memories you have of the buildings or the
areas in which they are or were situate@nd any other observains




