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Newcastle Emlyn 
U3A 

Newsletter - June 2020 
http://u3asites.org.uk/newcastle-emlyn

Chair’s Ramble  
Flaming June already! Is it just me or do the colours in the 
gardens and the bird song etc. all seem brighter at the moment. 
Or maybe we have just more time to enjoy it!   
There is some talk of restrictions easing but I am sure it will still be quite a while before 
we can meet again for main meetings. Some groups may be able to get together soon 
if they can socially distance or maybe it will be the outside activity groups like bowls 
and croquet. We will not be rushing into things and will keep you all up to date when it 
starts to happen.   
With restrictions still being in place the committee decided in May that we should take 
out a subscription to Zoom to allow groups to meet up virtually without the 40 minutes 
restrictions. This has been going well and so far Science, Philosophy, Welsh and Wine 
Appreciation have taken advantage and are getting together regularly. I hope a few 
more may get together soon even if only for a chat! Group leaders know what to do 
and who to contact to set up a meeting.   
June’s monthly meeting will of course not physically be taking place but I wondered if 
people fancied getting together on Zoom to have a chat and a coffee and maybe a 
short quiz? This would give people a chance to use Zoom if they are not so sure about 
it. People can also use a landline or mobile to join the meeting. It means they can hear 
and speak but obviously not see anyone. It costs no more than the usual cost of a call 
on your plan. I will send out more details via email but if anyone wishes to try the 
phone link who is not on email please phone me and I can talk you through it. It would 
also mean that we have a trial run for the following month when we will hold our AGM 
via Zoom. More details are in the newsletter about the AGM and about subscriptions 
for the coming year (see pages 6 & 7).  
The extra April 25 challenge based on the word Coronavirus was won by Mike and 
Krystyna with the following sentence. Carrying On Regardless Outstanding NHS And 
Volunteers Incontrovertibly Rescuing UK Society. Well done to them and all of the 
other entrants. We did post their certificates to them.   
Unfortunately Mays’ 25 Invention Challenge has not proved to have been of much 
interest but Tony and Mike from the garden group have another challenge for you that 
you can find in the newsletter and on your email. I hope people will share their garden 
photos as many seem to have been working hard in them this year!  
Stay safe and stay well,  
Hazel

June  
Tuesday 3 Welsh Group - at Vicky’s in Capel Iwan 10.30am 
Tuesday 3 Write Now - at Carol’s in Penrhiwllan 10.30am 

Wednesday 4 Monthly Meeting - at Community Hall, N. Emlyn 10.30am 
Speaker: Speaker: John Piggott - A trip to the South Sea Islands 

Monday 9 French Group - at Peggy’s in Croeslan 10.30am 
Monday 9 Philosophy (pm) - at Susan’s in Pontgarreg 2.00pm 
Tuesday 10 Digital Photography - at Coracle Hall, Llechryd 10.30am 
Tuesday 10 Table Tennis - at Rhydlewis Village Hall 2.00pm 

Wednesday 11 Crafty Crafters - at Penboyr Village Hall 10.30am 
Thursday 12 Gardens Group - at the nursery of Roger Spencer 1.30pm 

Friday 13 Patchwork and Quilting - at Penboyr Village Hall 11.00am 
Friday 13 Scrabble - at Margery’s in Waungilwen 2.00pm 

Tuesday 17 Games Group - at Penboyr Village Hall 10.30am 
Wednesday 18 Astronomy - at Coracle Hall, Llechryd 2.00pm 

Thursday 19 Philosophy (am) - at Penrhiwllan Village Hall 10.30am 
Thursday 19 Wine Appreciation - at Julie and Brian’s, Adpar 7.00pm 

Monday 23 Science and Technology - at Penrhiwllan Village Hall 2.00pm 
Tuesday 24 Book Club - at Betty’s in Adpar 10.30am 
Tuesday 24 Family History - at the Church of Latter Day Saints 2.30pm

 

Wednesday 25 Lunch Group - no information 12.30pm 
Wednesday 25 Creative Writing - at Carol’s in Penrhiwllan 2.30pm 

Thursday 26 Table Tennis - at Rhydlewis Village Hall 10.30am 
Friday 27 Strollers - at Llanerchaeron to Aberaeron 10.30am 

Thursday Art Group - meets fortnightly at Penboyr Village Hall 10.00am 
Tuesday 17 ICT Support Session - not available this month 2.00pm 
Monday 21 Bowls Group - In recess until further notice 

Friday 18 Croquet Group - In recess until further notice 2.30pm 
July  

Wednesday 1 Monthly Meeting - at Community Hall, N. Emlyn 10.30am 
AGM: See information in newsletter (pages 6 & 7)  

To add events to this monthly calendar please contact John, giving date, venue and 
time plus any further information to assist those wishing to attend.  
Closing date for newsletter contributions will be on the 24th of the month, at the latest.  
Contact John via email at: neu3anewsletter@hotmail.com 
It’s easy to remember - n (Newcastle), e (Emlyn), u3a (catching on!) 
newsletter (I think you’ve got it!) - @hotmail.com (gets it to me).

What’s On In Newcastle Emlyn U3A - June 2020
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Our Subject Groups

Activity Group 
Date, Activity and Location will vary - see ‘What’s On In Newcastle Emlyn U3A’ 
More details contact Hazel  
Art Group 
Every other Thursday from 10.00am at Penboyr Village Hall 
More details contact Amanda  
Astronomy 
3rd Wednesday from 2.00pm at Coracle Hall, Llechryd - Joint with Cardigan U3A 
More details contact Malcolm  
Book Club 
4th Tuesday from 10.30am at Betty’s in Adpar 
More details contact Betty  
Bowls Group - In winter recess until Spring 2020 
1st Tuesday and 3rd Monday both from 2.30pm at Newcastle Emlyn Bowling Club 
More details contact Ali  
Bucket List 
Date, Activity and Location will vary - see ‘What’s On In Newcastle Emlyn U3A’ 
More details contact Helen  
Crafty Crafters 
2nd Wednesday from 10.30am at Penboyr Village Hall 
More details contact Ruth  
Creative Writing 
2nd Thursday from 10.30am at Carol’s in Penrhiwllan 
More details contact Carol  
Croquet Group - In winter recess until Spring 2020 
1st and 3rd Friday from 2.30pm at The Old Rectory, Llandyfriog 
More details contact Sue  
Digital Photography 
2nd Tuesday from 10.30am at Coracle Hall, Llechryd - Joint with Cardigan U3A 
More details contact Denis  
Family History 
4th Tuesday from 2.30pm at The Church of Latter Day Saints, Newcastle Emlyn 
More details contact Margaret  
French Group 
Date varies - from 10.30am at Peggy’s in Croeslan 
More details contact Ann  
Games Group 
3rd Tuesday from 10.30am at Penboyr Village Hall 
More details contact Hazel 

Gardens Group 
Date, venue and time varies amongst the group, or other gardens 
More details contact Tony  
ICT Support Sessions 
3rd Tuesday from 2.00pm at Hazel’s in Waungilwen 
More details contact Hazel  
Lunch Group 
Last Wednesday - venue varies 
More details contact Tracy  
Patchwork and Quilting 
2nd Friday from 11.00am at Penboyr Village Hall 
More details contact Ruth  
Philosophy am 
3rd Thursday from 10.30am at Penrhiwllan Village Hall  
More details contact Jim  
Philosophy pm 
2nd Monday from 2.00pm at Susan’s in Pontgarreg 
More details contact Susan  
Science and Technology 
4th Monday from 2.00pm at Penrhiwllan Village Hall  
More details contact Jim  
Scrabble 
2nd Friday from 2.00pm at Margery’s in Waungilwen 
More details contact Margery  
Strollers 
Last Friday of the month from 10.30am, at Cilgerran Wildlife Park 
More details contact Jim   
Table Tennis 
2nd Tuesday from 2.00pm and 4th Thursday from 10.30am at Rhydlewis Village Hall 
More details contact Ali  
Welsh Group 
1st Tuesday from 10.30am at Vicky’s in Capel Iwan or Liz’s in Cenarth 
More details contact Vicky  
Wine Appreciation 
3rd Thursday from 7.00pm - venue varies, amongst the group 
More details contact Hazel  
Write Now 
1st Tuesday from 10.30am at Carol’s in Penrhiwllan 
More details contact Carol  
Note: Circumstances may require these details to change occasionally. Please refer to 
the current monthly calendar to see if there are any changes to date, venue and time.
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Group Reports

Crafty Crafters  
Well, another month has gone by and not a lot has changed. As the lockdown appears 
to be going on for some time yet before we can start meeting face to face again, I've 
decided it's time I encouraged Crafty Crafters to get their creative hats on. I have 
tasked them with making a book mark using any craft/art they want to. It could be 
paper, cross stitch, painting, tatting, etc. I have suggested we have a Zoom meeting 
and show off our creations and talk about what else we could do. It will be interesting 
to see what they come up with.    
If anyone else would like to get creative and join us by making a bookmark, please do 
so. Just let me know and I will let you have details of the Zoom meeting once it is set it 
up.  
Ruth

Gardens  
We have been very lucky to have such glorious weather during lockdown which has 
made gardening a real pleasure. All our gardens should be looking at their best now so 
why not send in a photo so that we can share it with other U3A members. Just send a 
photo to Tony before June 20th and we can put it on our U3A Facebook page and the 
best in next months 
newsletter.  
Plant of the month - 
Honeysuckle. 
Every picture of a 
quaint country 
cottage has roses 
and honeysuckle 
around the front 
porch. In our garden 
the honeysuckle 
scrambles over a 
fence near the back 
door, so as we go 
out in the morning 
we get the 
wonderful scent 
which fills the air.  
Easy to grow with only the need for an annual hack back, every home should have one.  
Happy gardening,  
Tony

Patchwork and Quilting  
Last month I emailed the group with instructions on how to create two relatively easy 
patchwork blocks, mainly aimed at those members who are new to the craft.  
I am hoping to see how they got on and I have suggested that we start having Zoom 
meetings for ‘show and tell’ so that we can see what people have been getting up to 
and creating.  
These meetings will be combined with the craft group until we can get back to some 
form of normality. I have also suggested that members of the Patchwork and Quilting 
group might like to join the craft group by making a bookmark in patchwork.  
Ruth

Welsh  
Six of us held a second Zoom meeting on May 5th when we learnt how to tell the time 
in Welsh.  Again, it worked well and we all participated and enjoyed it. We are going to 
carry on practising expressing things in terms of time by asking and answering each 
other’s  questions about what time we are doing things.  
Our next meeting will be on Tuesday 1st June, starting at 10.30am, using Zoom.  
Vicky

Wine Appreciation  
The wine appreciation group managed to meet virtually in May via Zoom. We all 
selected a wine of our choice to enjoy and told the others about it and why we liked it.  
We paused at 8.00pm so we could clap the NHS and key workers.  
It was great to 
see everyone and 
one bonus was 
that no one had 
to drive home! 
Next month we 
will meet via 
Zoom on 
Thursday 18th 
June at 7.00pm 
and we have 
decided that we 
will actually make 
it a choice of a 
favourite beer 
instead of wine!  
Hazel
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Notification of Newcastle Emlyn U3A AGM 2020 
and Membership Fees for 2020-2021 

Write Now  
No meeting last month again - but e-mail contact around the group. This month’s task 
is to write something upbeat/positive using one of the following titles:  

Tickled Pink 
Laugh Out Loud 
Happy-go-Lucky 
Glad Rags 
Merry-go-Round 

Julie

Please be advised that the AGM of Newcastle Emlyn U3A will take place via Zoom on 
Wednesday 1st July 2020 at 11.00am. We need a quorum of at least 25 members and 
I am sure we can achieve lots more than this. We do need to try and hold an AGM by 
law, and certainly within 15 months of the last one, and the committee felt that it would 
be better to try to do this at the correct time, via Zoom, rather than hope we can meet 
by October.  
All paperwork for the meeting will be sent to you prior to the meeting either via email or 
in the post. Any proposals or items for the agenda can be submitted in writing or via 
email to the committee for consideration at the meeting by Wednesday 17th June. Any 
nominations for committee members should be submitted by Wednesday 17th June 
and you should gain permission from the nominee before putting them forward. 
Obviously we cannot get forms signed physically this year. If anyone has a burning 
desire to join the committee and wants to know a bit more about it please contact 
Hazel.  
The Treasurers’ role is up for election this year so any nominations for Treasurer 
should be sent to Hazel with the nominees permission. Thankfully Ruth Smith is willing 
to stand again for another term! But, if anyone has a burning desire to be Treasurer 
they could work with Ruth and find out what it is all about! Hazel as Chair and Jenny 
as Secretary have 2 more years to stand and are willing to do so.  
Membership fees – As many of you are aware membership fees are also due in 
July for the year 2020-2021. Newcastle Emlyn membership fees have been £14 a 
head since 2008-09 and discussions had been starting to take place as to whether that 
needed to be increased this year and then the pandemic struck. It has therefore been 
decided that no increase will take place this year due to the situation but that fees will 
remain at £14 a head for the year 2020-21. It was discussed at the committee meeting 
whether a reduction should actually be given due to the current lack of meetings etc. 
However, the only saving we are making as a U3A is in hall fees and we have actually 
lost income from coffee and raffle. We are still having to pay all of the other bills such 
as Third Age Matters, insurance, Beacon management system etc. We have also 
taken out the subscription to Zoom so that groups can still meet if they wish.

Membership fees - continued . . .  
The Anniversary dinner, when we have it, will be subsidised. So it was decided, after 
lengthy discussion, to leave the subscription at the current rate and review it regularly 
with a view to possible reductions next year if this situation continues long into the 
future.  
Membership fees of £14 a head are therefore due in July and can be paid via bank 
transfer or cheque to Ruth. No cash at the moment please. More details will be given 
about this in the next newsletter. 
 
Using Zoom – Instructions for accessing Zoom on a laptop or tablet will be sent out 
soon. Nearer the date the meeting ID and password will be sent out. It is possible to 
join the meeting on a telephone which means you can hear what is being said and 
also speak yourself. It just means you can’t actually see anyone and no one can see 
you, just your name.  
Instructions for using a phone line are here and the meeting ID will be given to you 
nearer the date. If you wish to join on a phone line please phone Hazel so that she can 
let you have the phone number to call, the meeting ID and password. 
 
 

Joining a Zoom meeting on the phone  
You should have been sent the meeting details via email or have been given them. 
Once you have these you can join the meeting on a landline or mobile.  
         •    Telephone participants only need the information under ‘dial by location’  
              or telephone participants. The phone number is a UK number and will only  
              cost you the same as any phone call would.  
              These numbers change regularly, so check them every time. Do not rely on  
              phone numbers from previous meetings.  
         •   Dial the number and you are welcomed to Zoom and asked to input your  
              meeting ID using your key pad.  
         •   Phone participants need the meeting ID and password which will be a  
              number and should have come out with the meeting details you were given.  
         •   When you dial in you will need the ID and password to hand.  
         •   When you dial in follow the automated instructions asking you to input the  
              password followed by #  
         •   Disregard the question about personal ID and press # or wait for the request  
              to input their password, followed by #  
         •   You should then be part of the meeting. Obviously you can hear what is being  
              said but if you wish to speak you may need to say the meeting hosts name to  
              attract their attention. 
 
If anyone has any queries or issues with using Zoom that they wish to talk through 
please contact Hazel 
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VE Day memories - May 8th 1945 
 
During May I asked if anyone had any memories of VE Day. I had two people reply so 
here are their memories of that time. The second person wishes to stay anonymous 
and their memories are more of being a child in the war. Thank you to both of the 
contributors.  
I was seventeen and a half on VE Day and had been in my first job for a year, working 
as a junior clerk in Barclays Bank, Leamington Spa and living with my parents. I 
walked with our dog, Tim, into Leamington and the main shopping street was thronged 
with people, laughing, singing, calling out to anybody and everybody. The church bells 
were pealing and Tim was howling as loudly as he possibly could - he had never heard 
church bells before. However, it was not as happy a day as it might have been. My 
boyfriend, later my husband, was in the Far East and as he was only nineteen and had 
not been out there many months, he was not demobbed until 1947 and was in India 
during Partition. The boyfriend of my sister, who was three years older than me, was a 
mid-turret gunner in the RAF flying Lancaster bombers over Burma and so he was not 
demobbed until after VJ Day. Thankfully they both came home safely.  
Peggy   
 
Yes indeed I was 4 days off 4 years old on VE day. I know there have been lots of 
celebrations and I am glad that people can do that. Unfortunately, my memories of the 
war are still very raw, especially when I hear the war songs and see and hear Spitfires. 
My dad was in the army and had taken part in the D Day landings, going over into 
France on D Day plus 7. I remember so well in the years prior to that his coming home 
on leave, sometimes for just 24 hours and his face as he walked away, in his uniform 
and with his bag and tears streaming down his face, my heart hurts just telling you this.  
I find it very sad that it is very rarely mentioned about all the 100s of thousands of 
service combatants who came home disabled and terribly maimed both physically and 
mentally.  
My dad was one of these as he was repatriated to a hospital in Worcestershire, by the 
Americans, as an amputee and though I am very sure he was pleased the war was 
over, both his and our lives would never be the same again. He was in the Ardennes 
during the winter of 44/45 and had frost bite and as a result had to have his feet 
amputated. I have such vivid memories of mum and myself visiting him at the hospital 
and all the horrors that that gave me as a 3 year old - seeing all the patients, some 
looked like the invisible man bandaged from head to foot with just slits for his eyes and 
mouth and others with amputations, I remember dad asking me if I would go and say 
hello to him, which I did and was rewarded with some sweets. Dad was a marvellous 
man and the most courageous man I have ever known, he overcame his disabilities to 
eventually return to work, he was a carpenter. He was involved with the production of 
the 30’ wooden crosses, which are situated over the front entrance of the new 
Coventry Cathedral, rebuilt after the war and consecrated in 1962, the year I married.  
Sadly dad died in 1990 aged 73 and I miss him so much still. I went in 1994 to the 50th 
commemoration of the D Day landings, held in Caen, this was a very emotional and 
spiritual time for me as you can imagine and I actually walked on Gold beach where 

 

dad had been all those years ago.  
People don’t really understand (it was normal for me), what blackout for 6 years 
meant, struggling to survive on rations, I remember being hungry – and wonder if 
perhaps that’s the reason for me wanting to eat continually!! Who knows. Anyway it 
wasn’t all bad, we had a family staying with us whose home was bombed, if people 
had spare rooms in their houses they were expected to offer them to the homeless. 
This brightened my days as they had a little boy and we played together.  We also had 
an evacuee for a while too, she was about 10 so mothered me!! We lived in Nuneaton, 
Warwickshire about 8 miles from Coventry and about 18miles from Birmingham. 

Junes 25 challenge 
 
Once we are allowed to we hope that work may start on 
the Petanque pitches in the park. There has been a 
suggestion that we plant a few trees around the pitches 
and the committee thought it would be a good idea to bury 
a time capsule at the base of one of those trees. 
 
We need ideas of what we could put in that time capsule 
about the last 25 years since our U3A came into being. It 
could be events that have happened in the life of the U3A, 
events in the world in the last 25 years, your personal 
memories of events, inventions in the last 25 years. It would 
be lovely if some of you could write your thoughts and 
feelings of this strange time we have been living in. 
 
Jim and I have been compiling a history of Newcastle Emlyn 
U3A and a copy of that could go in. Have you any other 
ideas of objects that could go in the time capsule. 
If you have any ideas at all or feel you could write 
something for inclusion we would love to have them.  

Please email any items to Hazel
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VE Day Questions 
 
1. Although we celebrate VE Day on May 8th, on what date was the official surrender signed? 

May 7th 1945. 
2. Who signed the official surrender on behalf of the Germans ? 

General Alfred Jodl. 
3. In which French city was the military surrender signed? 

Reims. 
4. Who was the Prime Minister of the UK on VE Day? 

Winston Churchill. 
5. Although VE Day marked the end of the war in Europe, the UK still had rationing in force. In what  

year did food rationing finally end? 
1954 

6. Why did US President Harry S Truman say "It's a victory only half won"? 
We were still at war with Japan. 

7. Why were the flags in the USA flying at half mast during the VE Day celebrations? 
Former President F D Roosevelt had died in April. 

8. What song is it said that Parisians sang on the Champs-Elysees during their VE Day 
celebrations? 
"It's a Long Way to Tipperary". 

9. What could be purchased in the UK for the VE celebrations without using ration coupons? 
Red, white & blue bunting. 

10. Which London church held ten consecutive services on VE Day in 1945 attended by thousands of  
people? 
St Paul's Cathedral. 

11. How many appearances did the Royal Family make on the balcony of Buckingham Palace on 
VE Day? 
Eight. 

12. Which two members of the Royal Family were allowed to mingle with the crowds on VE Day 
incognito? 
Princesses Elizabeth & Margaret. 

13. BBC Broadcasting House was floodlit on the night of May 8th 1945 for the first time since which  
other occasion? 
The coronation of George VI.(12th May 1937). 

14. On which date is the victory over Japan (VJ Day) celebrated? 
15th August. 

15. What were published and broadcast once again after VE Day having been classified as 
"Top Secret" during the war? 
Weather Forecasts. 

16. What song are the British Legion asking the public to sing along to at 9pm to celebrate the 75th  
anniversary of VE Day? 
"We'll Met Again". 

17. On what date do Russia celebrate Victory Day, their equivalent of VE Day? 
May 9th. 

18. US President Harry S Truman celebrated his birthday on the first VE Day, in which year was he  
born? 
(May 8th) 1884. 

19. In 2020 the UK May Day bank holiday will be moved from May 1st to May 8th, when was the only  
other time this has happened? 
1995 (50 years anniversary). 

20. Which part of the British Islands was finally liberated from the Germans some days after VE Day? 
The Channel Islands.

Answers in next months newsletter

VE Day Quiz - Questions May Space Filler Quiz! - Answers          
 
   1. Which rank in the British Army is immediately superior to a Brigadier? 
      Major General 
   2. Which birds featured in the title of a series of books by Arthur Ransome? 
      Swallows (and Amazons) 
   3. What is the last week in Lent called in the Christian calendar? 
      Holy Week 
   4. How many lines are there in a sonnet? 
      Fourteen 
   5. In which fictional land is it always winter but never Christmas?----- 
      Narnia 
   6. How is the number 77 usually written in Roman numerals? 
      LXXVII 
   7. What was the name of Michael Jackson's chimpanzee? 
      Bubbles 
   8. In which European capital did Handel's Messiah receive it's premiere in 1742? 
      Dublin 
   9. Who wrote the Pallister series of novels? 
      Anthony Trollope 
 10. In which month of the year does the Christian festival of Michaelmas fall? 
      September 
 11. In Morse Code what letter is represented by one dot? 
      "E" 
 12. In architecture to what does the term hypostyle refer? 
      A roof supported by pillars 
 13. Who is the driver of Ivor the Engine? 
      (Edwin) Jones the Steam 
 14. Which architect designed the Guggenheim Museum in New York? 
      Frank Lloyd-Wright 
 15. With which art movement would you associate Salvador Dali? 
      Surrealism 
 16. What was the pen name of author Eric Blair? 
      George Orwell 
 17. What title is given to the Prime Minister of Ireland? 
      Taoiseach 
 18. What organisations have the following mottoes, (i) 'Blood and Fire'  
      (ii) 'Who Dares Wins' (iii) 'Faster,Higher,Stronger' 
      (iv) 'Nation Shall Speak Unto Nation' (v) 'Fidelity ,Bravery, Integrity'? 
      (i)The Salvation Army, (ii)S.A.S., (iii) The Olympic Games, (iv) B.B.C., 
      (v) The F.B.I. 
 19. In the Children's rhyme that begins "Monday's Child is fair of face", how is  
      Thursday's child described? 
      Thursday's child has far to go 


