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Chair’s Ramble

Flaming June they call it! Well the end of May certainly gave us a treat and reminded

us what glorious weather we can have. Lets hope June is a good month. The gardens

are blooming well, vegetable plots are hopefully developing well and there is the 

promise of more to come.

On May 24th four of the committee went to Llandrindod Wells to the All Wales 

Conference entitled ‘Consumers or Contributors’. It was a very enjoyable occasion and

focused on practical ideas for encouraging a wider involvement of members in running

their U3A. We all came back with ideas to try. Nobody has to stop learning just 

because they have stopped working! Although we do have a committee it is your U3A

and everyone needs to be involved. We the members make it happen and 

volunteering in whatever way, large or small, has been proved to be good for us!

With that in mind I would like to give official notice to everyone of our AGM on

Wednesday 5th July. If anyone has anything that they wish to raise at that meeting can

they please let me have it in writing by June 20th. There will also be two vacancies for

positions on the committee so nomination forms will be available at the June meeting.

If you wish to nominate somebody to join the committee please get their permission

first! This U3A cannot run without your continued help and support so please consider

well whether you could join us on the committee or in any other role.

Our August trip, instead of the monthly meeting, will be on Wednesday 2nd August and

will be to Aberglasney gardens. We will be having a talk and tour of the gardens with

the head gardener and a history tour of the house and grounds. The cost will be £8.75

a head for entrance to the gardens and the history tour and the U3A will fund the head 

gardeners talk. There will be chance to have lunch in the café or take a picnic. We

hope as many members as possible will join us on this day. As it is holiday season we

appreciate that some of you may have visitors and this trip will be open to them as

well. Lifts can be arranged for those who need them. Please sign the form at the

monthly meeting or speak to Hazel or Ruth. We need to know numbers by the July

meeting - with money please.
 

Hazel

Life always offers you a second chance. It's called tomorrow

My wallet is like an onion, opening it makes me cry

A best friend is like a four leaf clover, hard to find, lucky to have

Our Subject Groups

Activity Group
(every 2-3 months. Activity and location varies)

More details contact Annabelle

Art Group
(1st and 3rd Thursdays from 10.00am to 12.00 at Penboyr Village Hall)

More details contact Amanda

Astronomy (please note: change of date from July to 3rd Wednesday of the month)

(3rd Wednesday from 2.00pm at Coracle Hall, Llechryd). Joint with Cardigan U3A

More details contact Malcolm

Book Club
(4th Tuesday from 10.30am at Val’s in Horeb)

More details contact Ann

Crafty Crafters
(2nd Wednesday from 11.00am at Annabelle’s in Penboyr)

More details contact Ruth

Creative Writing
(2nd Thursday from 10.30am at Carol’s in Penrhiwllan)

More details contact Carol

Digital Photography
(2nd Tuesday from 10.30am at Coracle Hall, Llechryd). Joint with Cardigan U3A

More details contact Denis

Family History
(4th Wednesday from 10.30am at Coracle Hall, Llechryd). Joint with Cardigan U3A

More details contact Harold

French Group
(date varies -  from 11.00am at Peggy’s in Croeslan)

More details contact Ann

Games Group
(3rd Tuesday from 10.30am to 12.30 at Hazel’s in Waungilwen)

More details contact Hazel

German Group
(1st and 3rd Thursday from 11.00am at National Woollen Museum, Drefach Felindre)

More details contact Steph and Terry

ICT Support Sessions
(3rd Tuesday from 1.30pm to 3.30 at Hazel’s in Waungilwen)

More details contact Hazel
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Lunch Club
(last Wednesday - venue varies)

More details contact Mags

Philosophy am
(3rd Thursday from 11.00am at Lesley’s in Henllan) 

More details contact Lesley

Philosophy pm
(2nd Monday from 2.00pm at Susan’s in Pontgarreg)

More details contact Susan

Scrabble
(2nd Friday from 2.00pm at Margery’s in Waungilwen)

More details contact Margery

Strollers
(last Friday of the month from 10.30am, venue varies)

More details contact Jim
 

Wine Appreciation
(3rd Thursday from 7.00pm - venue varies, amongst the group)

More details contact Hazel

Note: Circumstances may require these details to change occasionally. Please refer to

the current monthly calendar to see if there are any changes to date, venue and time.

London Moonwalk for Breast Cancer Research

Just thought I'd let you all know that I managed to complete the London Moonwalk on

June 13th. It was a great experience, 15,000 ladies in their undies . . . and a few brave

men! . . . striding through the streets of London all night long. The Londoners were

great . . . so encouraging and supportive, despite traffic being held up for some time at

various points.

I did aquire a few blisters, but it was worth it, our merry band of four raised over £2,000

so thank you very much to those who sponsored me.

Ali

If you don't cut the cake in pieces and just eat the whole cake
.  .  .  then you only had one piece

I could agree with you, but then we'd both be wrong

I know that I am intelligent, because I know that I know nothing

Who says nothing is impossible? I've been doing nothing for years

Why is it called 'after dark' when it really is 'after light'?

Astronomy

The Astronomy group’s meeting in May covered a variety of topics – but it started off

by agreeing a new day for its monthly meetings;  from July (i.e. the 19th) it will meet on

the 3rd Wednesday afternoon of the month rather than the 2nd.

We started off by watching a short clip of the latest SpaceX launch. This was the first

US spy satellite launch entrusted to SpaceX and the clips showed the second stage

departing to space with the payload and the 1st stage returning to Cape Canaveral to

make a safe, reverse, upright, pin-point landing on the designated landing apron. It’s

now available for another launch.

Sue read out a Times article about the likelihood of aliens out there, based on some

regular radiowaves that have been picked up. Very entertaining, but most of us 

remained rather sceptical. Martyn then continued with Part 2 of his amusing 

explanation of how we know how big Saturn is and why it would float on water (in 

theory!). This time he went back 2,300 years to Aristarchus and his methods of 

estimating the distances of the Moon and Sun from the Earth. Keep watching, Martyn

will get there in the end.

Adrian returned to the current situations at Jupiter - where Juno has started making its

53-day close-approach orbits that pass inside Jupiter’s intense radiation belts – and

Saturn, where the enormously successful Cassini craft is moving on towards its final

plunge into Saturn’s clouds at 12:07 GMT on 15th September. It recently passed Titan,

the largest moon (for the 127th time) and used its gravity to place itself in a 7-day orbit

which takes it between Saturn and the innermost rings. Both craft are sending back

loads of new data.

Our next gathering is on Wednesday 28th June when, with the Geology group, we are

visiting the asteroid tracking laboratory, The Spaceguard Centre, at Knighton – but the

coach is now full, so for anyone else it will be Wednesday 19th July at 2.00pm in the 

Coracle Hall. Hope to see you then,

Galileo

Crafty Crafters

May’s meeting was a chance for one of our members, Carrie, to share her knowledge

of 2D decoupage. We welcomed a new member, Ann, and all enjoyed cutting, sticking

and covering a variety of different objects with various different types of paper.

Book Club

June’s book will be on Tuesday 27th when the book will be ‘Stop the Clocks’ by Joan

Bakewell. The July meeting will be on Tuesday 25th, the book will be ‘The Girl on the

Train’ by Paula Hawkins. Both meetings will be at Val's in Horeb.

May's book ‘The Light Between Oceans’ was very popular. We all hope that M.L. 

Stedman will publish a second book soon.

Ann

Group Reports
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It was accepted that things have changed with our attitude to children and teens.

There was no agreement so it looks as though Father Christmas and The Tooth Fairy

are safe - so far.

The next meeting we are looking at Epistemology (Philosophy of Education). This time

the 'education' of babies, through to pre-school. 

Jim

Philosophy pm

We looked at Aesthetics - Beauty in our lives and its significance. A short look at what

is beauty concluded the definition is very wide and could be applied to all parts of our

lives - natural and man-made such as a flower or piece of sculpture. That it could be

an inherent part of the item or in the mind of beholder. We ranged through all the

senses, all of which could give us a sense of beauty.

We did actually come to a conclusion - that aesthetics are important.

We are going very serious at the next meeting, looking at Justice and Legality.

Jim

Strollers (pt.I)

The April strollers walking

from Cardigan to Patch 

and back. It was a very

pleasant walk, not too hot 

or cold and no wind to 

blow through us, with just 

5 select walkers.

Ruth

Strollers (pt.II)

On Friday 26th May 16 members (mostly from the strollers group) enjoyed an amazing

guided tour of the Regency Parkland Restoration at the National Botanic Gardens.

Peter Stopp was a very knowledgeable, patient and informative guide and we all came

away very intrigued by what they plan to do at the gardens to restore the lakes, dams

and bridges that William Paxton first developed.

The weather was glorious and we were very glad of the shade afforded us by the

trees.

Archeological work has already been done and they plan to start work on the 

restoration proper in September this year. They hope to be finished by 2020. We shall

definitely visit again during that time to see the progress. I for one was amazed at how 

French

The next French meeting is on Monday 5th June, 11.00am at Peggy's in Croeslan.

We will be reading the story handed out in April and continuing with the tapes. May

was a small gathering so we read a French newspaper article dealing with Brexit.

It involved lots of dictionary work but it gave us great satisfaction!

Hope to see you in June.

Ann

Creative Writing

The May meeting numbers were down a little, so Hilary had to change our task . . . 

and came up with something a little different . . . we had to write a short story in the

first person, but having changed our gender, nationality and age . . . it gave some very

amusing results! As always great fun and lovely hospitality from Carol.

Ali

It is great to try out new

crafts and our 

members have many 

hidden talents!

Next month, Wednesday

14th June, Crafty Crafters

will take place at Hazel’s

house in Waungilwen when

members will bring their

own crafts to continue. 

The meeting will take place

at the normal time of

11.00am - 1.00pm.

Thanks, Hazel and Ruth

Family History

Recent meetings of the Family History Group have not been well supported, causing

problems with paying the charges for Coracle Hall in Llechryd. Therefore those present

at the last meeting had a good discussion and decided to suspend meetings until the

Autumn and meet again in September possibly with a visit to the Mormon Church and

thence at the Cardigan Rugby Club. So there for the moment matters lie.

Harold

Philosophy am

We reverted to childhood and looked at the myths - Father Christmas and The Tooth

Fairy,  that we tell our children. Is that lying or just misleading (?) and does it have 

advantages - helps imagination, there should be magical times in childhood or 

disadvantages - stifles imagination, questions trust. We also talked about how much to

tell your children such as bereavement, family difficulties, news events, religion.
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June

Thursday 1 Art Group - at Penboyr Village Hall 10.00am

Thursday 1 German - at The Woollen Museum 11.00am

Monday 5 French Group - at Peggy’s in Croeslan 11.00am

Wednesday 7 Monthly Meeting - at Community Hall, N. Emlyn 10.30am

Speaker - Mhari Matheson - A writing Journey Part 2

Wednesday 7 Lunch - at Emlyn Arms (after monthly meeting) 12.30am

If you wish to attend, please order from the menu at the meeting

Thursday 8 Creative Writing - at Carol’s in Penrhiwllan 10.45am

Friday 9 Scrabble - at Margery’s in Waungilwen 2.00pm

Monday 12 Philosophy (pm) - at Susan’s in Pontegarreg 2.00pm

Tuesday 13 Digital Photography - at Coracle Hall, Llechryd 10.30am

Wednesday 14 Crafty Crafters - at Hazel’s in Waungilwen 11.00am

(change of venue)

Thursday 15 Art Group - at Penboyr Village Hall 10.00am  

Thursday 15 Philosophy (am) - at Lesley’s in Henllan 10.30am

Thursday 15 German - at The Woollen Museum 11.00am

Thursday 15 Wine Appreciation - at Les and Lesley’s 7.00pm

Tuesday 20 Games Group - at Hazel’s in Waungilwen 10.30am

Tuesday 20 ICT Support Session - at Hazel’s in Waungilwen 1.30pm

Tuesday 27 Book Club - at Val’s in Horeb (change of date) 10.30am

Wednesday 28 Astronomy - at Knighton (change of date, time and venue)

Wednesday 28 Lunch Club - at (TBA) 12.15pm

Friday 30 Strollers - at New Quay, Quay West 10.30am

Family History - suspended until the Autumn

July

Wednesday 5 Monthly Meeting - at Community Hall, N. Emlyn 10.30am

AGM preceeded by a quiz

Wednesday 5 Lunch - at Emlyn Arms (after monthly meeting) 12.30am

To add events to this monthly calendar please contact John, giving date, venue and

time plus any further information to assist those wishing to attend.

Closing date for newsletter contributions will be on the 24th of the month.

Sorry, later than this and I cannot guarantee its inclusion.

Contact John via email at: neu3anewsletter@hotmail.com

It’s easy to remember - n (Newcastle), e (Emlyn), u3a (catching on!)

newsletter (I think you’ve got it!) - @hotmail.com (gets it to me).

What’s On In Newcastle Emlyn U3A - June 2017

Wine Appreciation

In May we met at Hazel and John's in Waungilwen and tasted dessert wines. We were

all pleasantly surprised how much we enjoyed them. We tried a Sauternes, a Semillion

and an interesting red dessert wine from Greece called Maurodaphne of Patras. The

Semillion bought from M&S came out as the favourite.

Next month we are meeting at Les and Lesley's and will be doing a blind tasting of

three wines of the same grape from a varying price range. The question is . . . can we

tell which is the most expensive? Watch this space!

Hazel

If we shouldn't eat at night, why is there a light in the fridge?

Don't worry if plan ‘A’ fails  .  .  .  there are 25 more letters in the alphabet

much we had never 

discovered at the 

gardens.

Most of us finished our

visit with lunch in the

restaurant and then a

wander about the rest 

of the formal gardens 

and the new butterfly

house.

Next months walk will be 

around the New Quay, 

Quay West area on 

Friday 30th June.

Hazel


