
 
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the Midhurst u3a held on Tuesday 16th May 2023 in the Methodist 
Church Hall, Midhurst, at 2.30pm 
 
1 Apologies for absence were received from: Jennifer Pearce, Rose & Caroline Walton, Hilary Mitten, Rosemary 

Doran, Sara Dodds, Frank & Carolyn Davies, Peter Williams, Annabel Abbot. 
 

2 The minutes of the last AGM on 17th May 2022 had been circulated to all members.  Acceptance of those was 
proposed by June Reed and seconded by Liz Allen-Williams and agreed unanimously by those present.  There 
were 65 members present plus 8 committee members. 

 

3 The Chairman, Di Ponting, began her report by paying tribute to our late Chairman, Geoff Wadge, who had to 
resign due to ill health in July 2022 and very sadly some of us attended his funeral in September.   In his 
Chairman’s Report at last year’s AGM, Geoff thanked the three Committee members who were standing down, 
David Ratcliffe, David Barlow and Malcolm Hutchings. The Chairman would like to add her thanks to them, for 
all they did for Midhurst u3a. She would also like to thank Philip Watts, who became Vice-Chairman and 
PR/marketing guru. Philip stood down after our u3a Day in September, due to pressure of work.   She then 
introduced each Committee Member:  Jeannine Murphy, Membership Secretary and Facebook publicity.  Ian 
Woodhams, Social Secretary.  Pauline Guppy, Minutes Secretary.  Carol Brinson, Treasurer, also editor of 
What’s On? Magazine.  In the absence of a Communications officer Carol has taken over promoting Midhurst 
u3a through local publications, posters etc. assisted by other members of the Committee. She said that we 
really do need someone to take on this vital role and asked for a volunteer.  Carol is also organising the 
welcome return of our annual Study Day in October.  Denise Barre, Speakers Secretary and also lead on the 
Outings Sub-committee.  Odette Marshall, Groups Co-ordinator, and also Vice-Chairman.  Penny Holland as 
Business Secretary.  She thanked each of them for the work they do.  Dave Widdup became web editor and 
provided technical support and when he stood down in November, Val & Pete Carver and Bruce Kirby, took 
over running the AVA system at monthly meetings.  No one came forward to offer to be our website manager 
and so Penny Holland had to take on yet another role.  She thanked Pat Hallifax for helping with web editing, 
but felt that there must be a member willing to take the lead in this important area?   She thanked Penny 
Holland for all she does for Midhurst u3a, not only in her role as Business Secretary but also across a range of 
other duties.  Before the Pandemic there was a full Committee of ten plus two co-opted members.  Now we are 
short of at least two Committee Members, and asked for members to consider joining the committee. She 
thanked members, including Charles Hallifax, Sanchia Elsdon and Fran Cooper for their help at monthly 
meetings, along with others who help with the smooth running of the meetings. She also thanked those 
members who help deliver What’s On? and other publications.  She thanked David Earley for again examining 
the accounts.  She extended thanks to our Group Leaders and thanked hosts and hostesses, who open their 
homes to groups, keeping costs down.  She thanked Denise Barre, Christine Musgrove and Maggie Rhodes for 
organising such interesting and varied outings and to Bernard Allan for organising last year’s holiday to 
Northumbria, as well as a visit to the opera at Brighton.  She said that we are looking for others to join the 
Outings sub-committee.  She talked about some of the activities undertaken during the year and mentioned 
some of the interesting speakers and topics we’d had at our monthly talks.  Two monthly meetings had to be 
cancelled, one due to the exceptionally high temperatures in July and the other due to the fire at The Angel in 
March which meant that access to the Methodist Hall was uncertain.  Before the pandemic there were over 420 
members. Numbers, of course, dropped for several years, but we ended on 31st March this year with 383 
members. Next year we celebrate our thirtieth anniversary and the Committee will begin planning for this.  She 
asked members to please speak to a member of the Committee if they have any ideas.  She talked about how 
she had joined the u3a and her journey to the Chairmanship.  Now she has decided that 2023-24 will be her 
last year as a committee member and asked members to please think seriously about volunteering to become 
a member of the Committee.  She ended her report by asking every member to play their part to make 
Midhurst u3a the thriving and successful organisation it can continue to be. (Post meeting note: A copy of the 

Chairman’s full report is available on request and on the web site at  https://u3asites.org.uk/midhurst/page/126076) 
 

4 Carol Brinson presented her report, copies of which had been left on the chairs in the hall. There were no 
questions and Les Allen-Williams proposed acceptance of the report, seconded by Alison Higton. 

 

5 Carol suggested that the subscription charge should remain at £10pa (£6 for members who are fully subscribed 
members of another u3a) and this was unanimously agreed.   

 

6 She thanked David Earley for examining the accounts and confirmed that he has agreed to continue as 
independent examiner. This appointment was proposed by Alison Higton and seconded by Sanchia Elsdon. 

 

7 Penny Holland advised members that no nominations had been received for committee vacancies.  She said 
that the existing committee members have agreed to carry on for the coming year and this was proposed by 
Sanchia Elsdon and seconded by Jean Farguson.   

 

8 There were no items under any other business and the formal AGM closed. 
 

Di introduced Bernard Allan, who would be giving a short talk on: ‘Impressionism: a painting revolution?’ 


