
 
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the Midhurst U3A held on Tuesday 17 May 2022 in the Methodist Church Hall, 
Midhurst, at 2.30 pm. 
 
1. The following apologies for absence were received: 

Di Ponting, David Ratcliffe, plus a number of members: Denise and Allen Skinner, Rose and and Caroline Walton, Pat 
and Charles Hallifax, Tricia Stephens, Peggy Goodale, Valerie Hickman, Susan Walchi, and Angela Campbell-Horne 
 

2. The minutes of the last Annual General Meeting on 20 April 21 had been circulated to all members. Acceptance of those 
was proposed by Jean Farguson and seconded by Denise Barre and agreed unanimously by those present. 
 

3. The Chairman, Geoff Wadge gave his report. He said it is so good to be meeting again in the Methodist Church Hall after 
two years of the Covid pandemic. 
During which time the marvels of modern technology came to the fore and thanks to Zoom, Philip Watts was able to 
connect us to various speakers. These gave some amazing, often emotional talks. Subjects included life in India during 
The British Raj, Petersfield Museum, the SOE, and, presented by Jill Baker in Australia, Matabeleland, Uppark, The 
Victoria Cross, Gilbert & Sullivan, Maritime Art, and retracing a Victorian expedition to Eritrea and Ethiopia. 
Thanks to the leaders, some groups were able to continue to walk or meet outside, conforming to advice and regulations 
at the time. Some smaller groups were able to meet indoors if well ventilated. Whilst we were unable to meet up in the 
normal way, Di Ponting set up a series of coffee mornings for new members, held in other members’ gardens, which 
was very much appreciated. 
During the autumn Bernard Allan led a brief holiday to Liverpool to visit art galleries and other interesting venues, he 

also arranged visits to Champs Hill. Maggie Rhodes organised a trip to the Russell-Cotes Art Gallery & Museum in 

Bournemouth, on May 11th Denise Barre arranged a very interesting outing to Houghton Lodge, Stockbridge - a 

fascinating house and gardens. The Christmas Lunch at the Unicorn Inn was a great success again, arranged by 

Malcolm Hutchings. Geoff said he would like to thank the Committee for the support given to him during the year. 

Especially three members who will retire from it after several years of valued service, David Barlow who has arranged 

the Speakers so ably, Malcolm Hutchings who arranged many successful social events and Dave Ratcliffe our website, 

audio visual & IT manager, and also SUN representative. They will each be missed. 

He also thanked the group leaders for maintaining their enthusiasm during difficult times and hope they continue to 

do so. Unfortunately, we have lost some members during the year, those who have sadly died and those who have 

moved away. However, we can welcome a number of new members, some who have moved to the Midhurst area, 

and those from the area who have retired and joined Midhurst u3a. Let us look forward to a year of flourishing groups 

and activities. 

4. A copy of the Treasurer’s report had been left in the chairs in the hall. Carol Brinson presented her report.  Carol thanked 
Mr David Earley for examining the accounts and all the Committee and Group Leaders for their support. There were no 
questions for Carol, so June Reed proposed acceptance of the report, seconded by Alison Day. It was agreed 
unanimously by those present. 

 
5. The Treasurer explained that it had been agreed at last year’s AGM that the 2022-23 subscription rate should return 

to £10.00 per member. The meeting was asked to confirm that proposal.  Jean Farguson proposed that it should be so 
confirmed, seconded by Sanchia Elsdon, and the meeting agreed unanimously. 
 

6. The Treasurer proposed that Mr David Earley was reappointed as independent examiner of accounts for 2022-23. 
Sanchia Elsdon proposed this was accepted and Alison Day seconded the proposal. The meeting agreed unanimously. 
 

7. Penny Holland, the Business Secretary, reported that she had not received any nominations for the Committee for 
22/23 other than those listed on the nomination form. She confirmed that David Barlow, David Ratcliffe and Malcolm 
Hutchings were standing down after many years of service, and Ian Woodhams had been co-opted to the Committee. 
Therefore she was proposing that the following are elected to the Committee for 2022/23:  
Carol Brinson, Penny Holland, Odette Marshall, Jeannine Murphy, Diana Ponting, Geoff Wadge, Philip Watts, and Ian 
Woodhams. This was proposed by Andrea Fox and seconded by Sanchia Elsdon, and the Committee was duly elected. 
At the request of the meeting Penny introduced individual committee members to the meeting. 
 

8. Any other business -  
a) Penny updated members on the plan to replace the e-Newsletter system. Di Ponting was now the only person who 

could use the current system, which was based on MailChimp, and it was not an easy system to learn. So, we plan 
to change to a system based on email which several Committee members could use. We would be sending the first 
eNewsletter to all members with email in a couple of weeks, once we had finalised the 2022/23 membership. 
Those who had opted out of the old system would have to do so again for the new.  



b) Geoff reminded those present that u3as function through the participation of their members. We need 2 additional 
Committee members – in particular a Speakers’ Secretary. We have a programme organised until March 23. But 
after that there is no one able to do that. We also need someone to deal with some of our routine communications 
– a Communications Officer.  Without sufficient committee members we cannot offer the range of activities which 
you have enjoyed in the past. 

 
The formal AGM closed, and Geoff introduced the speaker, Bernard Allan. 

 


