FURTHER TO OUR CWS XMAS PIE...
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The Fairy and the Snowman

PART 2
So hard to be so near yet far.

But worse, the time is looming when

Poor naked Tree is dragged away.

What happens to our poor Friends then?
Now they rest together hand in hand and watch the world through glass:

Clouds, Birds, Buses, People, Children, pass.

“Did you magic all this up for us?” the Snowman asks his Friend.

She sighs, “I'm not a real fairy, I think you ought to know.”

 “Well, if we're being honest, I'm not really made of snow.”

Both laugh, agreeing not to question, but just enjoy their Happy End.

(But if You really want to know how it happened...)
Each night the Children of the House crept as quiet as a mouse

Beneath the Tree and strained to hear what She and He were saying.

Their hearts were moved. They made a plan. And, instead of playing...

Little Hands pushed a chair till it was underneath the Tree.

Little Fingers loosed the knots that tied the Poor Folk separately,

Then carried them both to the Old Dolls House where they could live as free,

With their own sofa, in a room with a view of the Street and the Sea.

And there, for all we know the Pair still live on happily...
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PUZZLE ANSWERS:
ANAGRAMS:
EEL




LEE
HE'S MAD MATE ..........

THAMESMEAD

I AM WELSH ........


LEWISHAM

MALT, EH? ......


ELTHAM

HACK THE LAB ….......

BLACKHEATH
NIGEL RAMBLES......

'ELGIN' MARBLES
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MONDEGREENS:
1
“I sometimes wish I'd never been born at all...” Bohemian Rhapsody, Queen

2
“All the Dinner Ladies (repeat 7x)” All the Single Ladies,” Beyoncé
3
“I've grown accustomed to her face.” “My Fair Lady”
4
“You picked a fine time to leave me, Lucille: ” Kenny Rogers 

5
“'Scuse me while I kiss the sky...” “Purple Haze” Jimi Hendrix

6
“All I need is the air that I breathe....” The Hollies
7
“Everybody in the whole cell block...” Jailhouse Rock, Elvis
8
“If paradise is half as nice as the Heaven that you take me to...” Amen Corner

9
“We don't need another hero...” Tina Turner

10
“He's a pinball wizard. There has to be a twist...” Pinball Wizard, the Who
11
“He ain't heavy. He's my Brother...” The Hollies
12
“You've lost that loving feelin'.” Righteous Brothers
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'SUPER BRITANNIAS'
Women Warriors:  “Great British Women who took up arms to protect Our Country...”
Only Boudicca is arguably 'British' and a Warrior.
Economists: Only Mrs Beeton is an economist. A 'Domestic' one, but still important.
Crime Fighters:
Only Cressida Dick is British, real and, possibly, a 'crime fighter'.
Role Models: Only Victoria and Camilla can be called British Queens. (No jokes, please.)
Entertainers:  Neither Maria Callas nor Kiri Te Kanawa (not Ramsbottom) are British and were opera singers. Pūteketeke is a New Zealand Bird.
Writers: All names are mis-spelt. Only Jane Austen, George Eliot and Virginia Woolf were British.
Classical Musicians: All are entertainers, though none is usually thought of as 'Classical'.
5           SPRING BOOKS ROUND-UP AND PUZZLE SUPPLEMENT. 
“Why bother with stupid old-fashioned books? Doesn't everyone have cool electronic readers these days?”
Good question... But can we rely on having the power to charge them? 

As a railway passenger myself who helped push a train from Salisbury to Basingstoke last Tuesday, I strongly recommend every traveller buy “The Night Is Long But You Are Puny: The Railway Survival Manual” (Off Track Press). A timely guide which covers Physical Fitness, Wild Foraging, Navigation by the Stars, Basic Criminal and Contract Law, Emergency Surgery, Wild Dog Obedience Training, Basic Cannibal Food Preparation and Cooking, and Unarmed Combat for Beginners. Comes with a hidden Tin-opener/Throwing Knife/Water Bottle. Must-have!

Like it or not, 2024 is going to be a year of even more politics. So hide in the cellar, if you have one, and it's not flooded. Or prepare yourself with...
“The Revenants” (Zombie Press) A study of moribund politicos who are dead but won't lie down: Blair, Cameron, Truss, Johnson, Cummings... Will they write their own sequel? And if they do, where will you hide?

D Cummings' own book will try to surf the tsunami of national fervour. “Why Am I So Clever and the Rest of You So Thick?” (IgoBooks). Comes with IQ Test you are sure to fail.

Cummings is also one of the contributors, along with new boy James Cleverly, to “Swear Like A Spad” (Potty Mouth Press.) Nothing makes a man look more powerful, virile, knowledgable, far-sighted, trustworthy, and a sure success with a guaranteed future, than a feeble attempt to swear like a has-been rock star. The quickest way to make your name for yourself in Westminster.

For balance there is “In Respect of Women,” (Chauve is the Colour of My True Love's Hairpiece) where Celebrities including Prince Andrew and Jeremy Clarkson tell us what they really think about women. The results may amaze you.

But a special treat for all of his fans is Boris Johnson's “Longest Speech in the History of the World”. (CD or Streaming only) The ex-Prime Minister talks frankly and freely about his time in office in order to earn a place in the Moet et Chandon Livre de Records. Modelled on, and comparable to, Lou Reed's classic album “Metal Machine Music”, the 16 CDs last some 257 hours. But an edited version – with all “Erms”, “Ums”, and “Arrs” deleted - is available as a 2 minute download.

For the sake of even more balance, prepare to be riveted by Sir Keir Starmer's “Me, My Vision, Your Future – A Memoir in 13 Haircuts.” 
ENJOY!
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