They Saw It Coming! 

Cwg has been busy examining well-known literary sources to discover that problems we are  grappling with right now were being confronted in the past with an uncanny exactitude. 
'Water, water everywhere and not a drop to drink'  

(Samuel Taylor Coleridge:The Rime of the Ancient Mariner).
The lack of clean or safe water is a global problem which, if unaddressed and run alongside climate change, will lead to an unsustainable future as the global population increases from 7.5 billion today to a predicted 9 billion by 2050. Are you listening Thames Water?

'One, two, three, four, five

Once I caught a fish alive..... '(Traditional children's rhyme)
The important word in these seemingly simple lines is the 'once'. Thanks to the water companies, there were 384,568 sewage leaks into English and Welsh waterways last year so the chance of finding a live fish is now greatly reducing. Therefore letting it go again on the count of ten is probably futile.

'I know a Bank where the wild thyme grows' Oberon in 'A Midsummer Night's Dream.'
Lucky Oberon! The widespread closure of high-street banks up and down the country has led to problems for many people unable to easily access their local branch and who are now forced to use online banking or keep their money under the bed. (See numerous letters to this effect in recent copies of TAM.) A Bank 'where the wild thyme grows' sounds to be in the middle of nowhere and of little use. And don't forget Nigel Farage and his recent banking problems. A veritable  Midsummer Night's Nightmare.

'There's a train at the station

With a seat reserved for Me'       Last Journey' by Timothy Coote. 

'...a perfect     choice to be read at the funeral of a railway enthusiast' (sic).

Well, no, Timothy you've got this one wrong I am afraid. There might not be a train in the station with a seat reserved for you if you want to travel on the 20, 22 and 29 July and don't try to find an underground train running between July 23 and 28. They won't be running either. And buy any tickets you need asap as the ticket offices will be closing shortly too.

Do you remember learning at school a poem by John Masefield called 'Cargoes'?

Very prescient. Foretells the small boats crisis which nobody seems able to solve. Admittedly we have not had any 'Quinqueremes from Nineveh' visit our shores recently but we had stately 'Spanish Galleons' in 1588 and the poem describes small boats 'butting through the Channel' in the present. Uncanny or what?

15th September 1665. In one of his many allusions to the plague in London Samuel Pepys (1633-1703, Tory MP for Harwich and later Castle Riding) writes that he met up with his friend Captain Cocke after a hard day at the office in the Government Dept. of the Admiralty in Westminster They 'drank a cup of good drink'. While they drank London faced the peak of the plague.  He seems to have needed a drink and to 'jingle and mingle' to cope with the situation. 'I am fain to allow myself [alcohol] during this plague time....my physician being dead'. 

'All shall be well and all shall be well  and all manner of things shall be well' .The Blessed Julian of Norwich. 14thC mystic  Now the new Labour Party slogan as taken up by the Blessed Keir of Starmer. 21stC leader of the Labour Party. 

'They f**k you up, your Mum and Dad

They may not mean to but they do'. Philip Larkin
These lines gave Freud the idea for the Oedipus Complex (I thought Freud preceded Philip Larkin? Editor).
'No man is an island,

Entire of itself,

Everyman is a piece of the continent,

A part of the main' . John Donne 1572-1631

49% of the British voting public elected to stay in the EU in June 2016. Now  according to a recent YouGov poll 62% of the British public think leaving Europe was a mistake and just a fifth of those who voted to leave now think it was a good decision. We were warned! (But more recently we were  lied to and so were Donne over...)

