The King's Speech

On November 7th King Charles III will open the new session of Parliament. Although he has previously represented his mother in this role, this time it will be his government on behalf of whom he speaks. CWG takes you behind the scenes at Buckingham Palace where Charles is rehearsing, supported by good Queen Camilla.
Charles: M..m..m.. my..Lor..Lor..Lords and Mem..

Camilla: Are you warming up, Charles or have you acquired a stutter?

Charles: Members of the..the.. House o..o..of Com..Com..Commons...

How was that Cammy old thing?

Camilla: A bit hesitant, since you're asking, Darling. Why don't you wear your kilt when you deliver this speech? Give you confidence. You know you look good in a kilt.

Charles: Hesitant? How do you mean hesitant? One's grandfather King George VI was a bit hesitant as Colin Froth portrayed so well in the film. If one could give him an Oscar (Colin Froth, not my grandfather) one would of course, but it seems giving out Oscars is not something one can do.

Camilla: He did win an Oscar Darling but go on.

Charles: M..M..My Gov.. My Gov.. My Government pro..pro proposes to....

Do You know my dear Mama had 67 goes at getting this right, you cannot expect one to be fluent first time you know and anyway most of this is never going to happen so it's a bit of a waste of time and when Black Rod bangs on the Chamber door and they don't let him in one just knows he is going to get in, sooner or later, so just open the door and we can all get on with it.

Camilla: If Penny Mordaunt banged on the door she would get in first time. Look how she performed at the Coronation carrying that 8lbs Sword of State for 45 minutes. She went into training for that you know but go on Darling.

Charles: M..M..My Gov.. My Gov.. My Government pro..pro proposes to....(big pause)
Camilla: Proposes to do what?

Charles:  Pro..proposes to......

Camilla: Say something about fuel bills or A.I. or who is favourite to win 'Strictly' this year or something.

Charles: One can't really make it up old thing, I have to stick to the script more or less. One could say something about 'levelling up' but we did that last year. One is apparently not permitted to mention HS2. One could try putting in a joke I suppose to lighten the atmosphere... (Desperately tries to think of a suitable joke).

Flunkey: Ahem! Excuse me your royal royalness but there is someone at the door wishes to speak with you

Charles: And who is it?

Flunkey: Sir Keir Stammers, your royal lordship.

Charles: Then send him in.

Sir Keir enters all smiles and expectancy.
Sir Keir: Your..your...your roy..roy..royal ..maj..maj..majesty

Charles: Spit it out man

Sir Keir: I..I..was won..wonder..wondering sir if you c..c..c..could put in a g..g..ood word for me on 7th Nov..Nov..November sir, something like 'the next Ton.. Ton..Tony Blair,  'fr. fr..friend of the Unions', 'just needs to get his pol..pol..policies in the Middle E..E..East sorted....you know, that sort of thing....?

Charles: Not sure one is allowed to do that, Sir Keir. And by the way you need to brush up on your presentation skills. You can't stand at the despatch box every Wednesday stuttering you know. A good clear message....Now back to the speech. M..M..My Gov.. My Gov.. My Government pro..pro proposes to....

Camilla: For Gawd's sake Charles, get a grip and just say it. Even if it's wrong nobody will notice...

Charles: M..m..m.. my..Lor..Lor..Lords and Mem..Mem..Members of the..the. House o..o..of Com..Com..Commons... 
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