Some of our readers will we hope remember Gary who struggled in Year 11 with an  appreciation of Jane Austen (see cwg index 045) and with an assignment (052) given to him by his form teacher, the well-meaning Ms. Fielding and the Deputy Head, Mr. Goodyear struggling himself to contain Year 11 after GCSE's were finished and four weeks remained before the Summer term ended.

You may be pleased to hear that Gary obtained a handful of GCSE's (grades undisclosed) and decided he would stay on at school with mates Jason and Liam to do A-levels. 'It would be a bit of a laugh and better than having to find a job.' His Dad didn't have a job and seemed happy enough. Gary had wanted to do 2 subjects max but school said that no one was going to sit about for half the week doing very little and 'getting into mischief'. So Gary chose to study Sports Science and Computer Studies and was told by school that he must join an under-subscribed third subject group and boost numbers. He was therefore put into the Classics group. He had wanted to do English. Ms. Fielding was the tutor for the subject but the group was already too large (what is it about Ms. Fielding that draws teenage boys to study Shakespeare, Milton, the Romantics and E. M. Forster?) Gary has now received a report after his first term as a sixth former and we can share this with you.
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General Observations
Gary has taken some time to settle into the new routine of 6th form life. He  seems to be under the misapprehension that Year 12 does not require students to arrive in school by 8:45 am. Nothing could be further from the truth and there are no such things as a 'free period' in this school. Where a student does not have a lesson appertaining to his chosen A-level subject there will be other programmes of interest to follow from a list  including Mandarin for beginners (courtesy of our Chinese students), extra English studies (over-subscribed), Biblical Studies (under-subscribed), Maths for the C21st and geology (kindly undertaken by the Head of Geography in his spare time.) There are also compulsory periods of games (girls do not need to do this) and any remaining time not accounted for is for study in the library. I would be grateful if Gary adhered politely to these stipulated requirements. 





















C.G.
Sports Science
Knowing everything there is to knowe about football is unfortunately not what A-level Sports Science is about. The clue is in the word 'science' and Gary is struggling to grasp the rudiments of applied anatomy and physiology, biomechanical movement and sport psychology, topics we cover in Year 12.

He must keep his eye on the ball (not a football), stay on target and at the end of the day give it 110% if he is to succeed in this subject.









        Charlie Balls Head of P.E.
Computer Studies
I know that Gary spends many hours on his computer every day but playing 'Grand Theft Auto' is not the way to understand this subject. Ideally he needs to work on his maths and numerical and digital communication skills. An understanding of the current global economic situation would also be a great asset. He will need to address himself to concepts of programming and coding, software development methodologies and database skills. Viewing dodgy sites on the dark web will not impress an examiner I am afraid. Artificial Intelligence is the next big thing, not cartoon animation.







    Mr.  Zhang Zhao Acting Head of Dept.






(on secondment from Stanford University. California).
Classics
Gary has the disadvantage of having 'small  Latin and less Greek' (in fact no Latin or Greek at all) but that never stopped Shakespeare and Gary should not let this handicap him either. He is struggling at the moment to conceptualise the Ancient  World but has made lively contributions to discussions on whether we should give back the Parthenon Marbles (no), on whether Julius Caesar was a talented visionary or a bully and a thug who caused the demise in the greatest experiment in democracy the world has ever seen (no) and the place of Stoicism in our modern secular world (how do I know?). I am hoping a trip to see sections of Hadrian's Wall in the Spring will fire Gary with enthusiasm for the subject and allow him to make the progress he needs to achieve a pass in Summer 25.









       Mrs. B.C. Arianopolous
Headteacher's Comments
Unfortunately a not altogether promising start. Gary needs to consider his investment in academic life. He seems determined not to fit in with the requirements of our 6th form and is demonstrating oppositional behaviours and onset anger management issues. We are therefore making a referral for him to see the school Counsellor in January.


Miss. Claudia M. Bracewell          BA Hons, MSc, D.Phil, Turner Prize Winner 1999 (and 2002) Nobel Prize Winner in Chemistry and tipped to be next Poet Laureate.
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