Recent scandals will surely result in a Public Enquiry. But do such Enquiries ever find the truth? Or do they simply allow a Government to delay a problem until we all forget? 

We remember some historic Enquiries that have yet to make a full report.

2000 BC – Collapse of Stone Henge Roof at a Spring Festival Human Sacrifice. 
Commissioned by: Arch Druid Dwayne. 
Suspected: Unbaked clay roof tiles gave way after heavy rain. 

Delayed: due to lack of evidence: Once translated, original Druid Documents proved to be Spells which transformed readers/listeners into Baby Dragons which promptly fly away. The sole eye witness, the Sacrificial Victim, disappeared and has yet to come forward, despite repeated appeals.

More recently Alternative Scientists have suggested the entire site is Cursed, citing the case of the recent British Prime Minister who approved plans to convert Stonehenge into a Wetherspoons. A plague promptly swept the land and helped terminate his career. Status: On-going
5th- 6th Century AD – Multiple Appearances of 'Lady of the Lake'. 
Commissioned by: Queen Guinevere. To determine if the 'Lady' was: 'A girlfriend of my husband!' An amphibious fresh-water mutant? Erotic fantasy? Or an early Feminist, as suggested by Jermin Jrier, whose Waving Sword was a call to arms for women across the land?

A powerful gesture only seen by the ranks of men transfixed by the vision of the Lady herself: “Clothed in wet Samite, mystic, wonderful.” Status: On-going
2 August 1100 BC – Was King Rufus really killed by accident in 'hunting accident'?

Commissioned by: Duc Antoine de Soprano. Brother of the King who succeeded him, 

Enquiry never closed since all witnesses mysteriously died over the next hundred years. 

Status: On-going. Confidential. 

June 1348 – How did the Black Death Arrive in Britain?

Commissioned by: King Edward III.  Who asked old school chum, Lord Pfeffel de Lowiq, to investigate the causes, cures, and prospects for the Plague. Generously funded, Lord Pfeffel by all accounts, never left the City of Westminster but replied 2 years later saying the plague would soon be over due to his own unaided efforts. He wrote, “I cheared up Your Hinesses's sobjects by shaking hands with all I met. Kissed all Womenfolk freally. And presented all with a Pet Flea. 

Now vital to reastore population levels ASAP in order to minimise the inevitable rise in wage demands caused by these lower order deaths. I humbly beg your Highness to give me Free Rein – and impunity from prosecution - to continue this vital work.” 
Status: Open. Since no documents confirm the Palace ever replied.
September 6th, 1666 – Cause of the Great Fire of London 

Commissioned by: Samuel Pepys. This conflagration devastated London but there is no agreement between the many explanations offered. Insurance Claims of poor governance against the City of London itself were swamped by over 2,000,700 legal challenges by the City of London-funded Worshipful Company of Insurance Dodgers. 
Status: On-going. Believed Lost in a Lady's untidy bed chamber.
June 1667 - Dutch Raid on Medway, Sheerness and London 

Commissioned by: Samuel Pepys. - How could the Dutch navy sail up the Thames and tow away the British flagship 'The Royal Charles'? King Charles II rejected the need for a Public Enquiry saying, “Let bygones be bygones.” To which his good friend Lady Babs Windsor memorably quipped, “And let big ones be big ones, darling!” 
Despite this Pepys persisted but no further action was taken.
Status: On-going. Believed Lost in another Lady's untidy bed chamber.
21 October - Battle of Trafalgar Murder Mystery 

Commissioned by: Admiral Mrs Hardy – Suggested that Admiral Nelson was not shot by a French sniper but by one of HMS Victory's own Marines who had been hired by a jealous Lord Hamilton, husband of Nelson's mistress, Lady Hamilton. When the dying Nelson famously invited Hardy to kiss him, Captain Hardy prudently declined, knowing his own wife's vindictive nature.
Status: On-going
25 October 1854 - Charge of the Light Brigade

Commissioned by: The True Honest Friends of Lord Raglan – Was British military incompetence fatally revealed by a doomed cavalry charge against overwhelming cannon fire?
Status: Public Enquiry suspended sine die: Due to 'Closed Ranks' lack of evidence. 

(However, Count Leo Tolstoy, who served in the Russian army at that time, claimed the disaster was due not so much to British incompetence as untrammelled instinct. Anglophile Russian officers knew their Upper Class British enemies' weakness for fox-hunting and cleverly released wild foxes into the Valley while blowing hunting horns. Neither British steed nor rider could resist the view-halloo in front of them and rode straight into a wall of hot metal which tore them to pieces. 

However, the Russian foxes survived and were jointly awarded the Medal of the Order of St Pavlov. 
Status: Lost, possibly suppressed.
15 April 1912 - Sinking of the Titanic – 

Demanded by: The many grieving relatives of the Victims 

The British Government finally conceded to their request. But delayed proceedings sine die due to the mysterious disappearance of key witness - the Iceberg itself. 

Status: Non-Starter.

4  August 1914 - Britain declares War on Germany - 
Commissioned by: Bertrand Russell, Keir Hardie, Virginia Woolf, et al
How could such a terrible war break out between 2 Nations who considered themselves the most civilised in the World? Claiming the demand for a report was treasonable, the recently-established MI5 quickly rounded up the Pacifist commissioners of the enquiry and interned them in a Bloomsbury Hotel. At gunpoint, and under the threat of being moved to a bed and breakfast in Ealing, they dissociated themselves from the Enquiry and the War proceeded in its exemplary way.
Status: Suppressed.
However recently released documents from the National Archive show that HMG did establish its own internal Enquiry on the outbreak of War. But abandoned it immediately when Gordon's Wine Bar handed in a briefcase containing hand-written minutes on Cabinet Office headed paper. This showed that two 'Whitehall Gentlemen' had occupied the Snug Bar from 5pm to 6am 'in order to work'. They had been 'very convivial' at first but by 5am they came to blows, due to the sherry. 

Sobered by buckets of water thrown over them, the two men finally shook hands and agreed their Boarding Schools were of equal merit. They were then heard to say, “So what was the bloody effffing decision then? War or Peace?” “I can't remember, you prat.” They came to blows again, were separated, but observed to be giggling and falling over each other trying to gather up the sherry-soaked documents strewn around the bar. In the end they agreed to settle the matter by tossing a coin...

Thus War was declared. The Landlord and staff of the Public House were never seen again and the pub burned down. 

Status: Very Very Very Suppressed.


~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
