CORONATION TURKEY? - Part 1
We British take pride in 'doing' tradition and ceremony very well. But are we fooling ourselves? CWG sees what one example from History can tell us.

On 29th January, 1820 one of the most unpopular men in the United Kingdom became King. George IV was obese, self-indulgent, lecherous and treacherous. His only obvious talent was for wasting other people's money. (We are lucky not to be ruled by anyone like that today!) Celebrated in the rhyme 'Georgie Porgie Pudding and Pie' (much ruder than it sounds) George was not a popular choice but luckily for him the people didn't have a choice. Whether bone-headed or arrogant or both, George decided to celebrate like it was 1999, expense no object. What could go wrong?
DO: Avoid disaster by checking how popular you really are before promoting an event all about yourself. (Remember, you may not be the best judge of this.)
DON'T: Ask what that Children's rhyme really means.

George's Coronation was to be the most glorious ever! With free beer!! The Past would be over. Now people would only see his glory and salute him for making Britain Great Again! He would cement his name as the true Hero of the Nation, not noisy imposters like Nelson and Wellington. George would literally dress up in the style of Napoleon and take all the credit for defeating His Imperial Frogginess.
DO: Lie about the Past and Promise a brilliant future.
DON'T: Assume an idea you had in the small hours after drinking a whole bottle of port will always work. Or that one day of free beer will produce permanent national amnesia.

A budget of over £240,000 (£23million in equivalent current values) was earmarked for the event on 1 August 1820. However, on 5 June George's estranged wife Caroline suddenly returned to England to claim her right to be crowned Queen Consort. George's generous response was to try to strip her of all her British titles. But when the case dragged on he decided with true British statesmanship to ignore her and hope she'd go away. This seemed to work and the Coronation was re-scheduled for July, 1821.
DO: Be prepared for setbacks and be bold in delaying events. As long as it's not your money.
DON'T: Pick a fight with your wife unless you're sure the People like you more than they like her.

Nearly £200,000 of the total budget went on renovating the ancient Westminster Abbey and Westminster Hall (£16,819); jewels and plate (£111,810); uniforms, robes and costumes (£44,939) and £25,184 on the Coronation banquet itself. Galleries were constructed for 2,934 spectators to see 1,268 diners seated at 47 tables. Each diner would be watched by 2.3 spectators as they enjoy a meal costing £8.50 per head! (Approx. £834 at today's prices.)
DO: Try to keep budgets secret.
DON'T: Invite the Public to watch Aristocrats guzzle their way through £834 of food and drink. Remember France. And its guillotine... 

George insisted that attendees dress in historic costumes. His own outfit cost more than £24,000. His 27 feet (8.2m) red velvet robe later rested in Madam Tussaud's Museum, but was recovered and was used at every coronation since that of George V in 1911. A new Coronation Crown cost over £50,000. A crown-like hatband for George's plumed hat cost £8,000. Coronets for the Dukes cost £4,000 and, for the princesses, £2,000 each.

An undisclosed sum was reserved to pay for the services of bare knuckle Prize Fighters. Which came in useful as we will show next week
DO: KEEP BUDGETS A SECRET!
DON'T: Tell a costumier your real name when you go for a fitting. 












Part 2 to follow...

