Garden Notes
I called in the Builder last week in preparation for Summer in the garden. Now my Builder is not just any old builder, he specialises in 'loft extensions, basement conversions and outdoor rooms'. He also has an 'Aquatics Dept.'' which amounts to one of his team who is passionate about fishing. I have no fish in my pond as the heron used to come all the way from Greenwich Park each year and help himself but I was hoping to have a new fountain installed and a check that the pond liner is still intact after I fell in whilst stepping backwards to admire my new Spring planting scheme of Helleborus orientalis, snowdrops and Victorian-inspired fernery.

So along comes my Builder. 'I would like a new fountain, Kevin, nothing too grand, just something inspired by Chatsworth maybe or the gardens at Versailles perhaps?' I smile, hoping he will get the little joke. 'I gotcha Mrs. D.', he says. 'I am sure B&Q in Charlton will have something to fit the bill.' Then I notice him eyeing up my garden shed, a modest little affair used to hold a few garden tools, flower pots, deckchairs etc. (See pic).

'That shed of yours, going south a bit innit?' 

'What do you mean Kevin?' 

'Sliding down the garden, in danger of toppling over if it got a bit windy and you know what they say about March winds?'

'No, Kevin, what do they about March winds?'.

'Scientifically proven to be the fiercest winds of the year Mrs. D. That shed wouldn't stand a chance in a high wind.' 'Looks fine to me Kevin' I say.

'Well I could do you a proper garden room with power up there so you could sit in the warm on a Winter's afternoon reading. I know you like reading'.

'But I've got a house where I can do that at the other end of the garden Kevin'.

'Yes, but this would be a nice little 'bolthole'. You could even have a television. And I do cocktail  bars. The latest thing. I have installed a number of cocktail bars recently, and hot tubs, great in the Winter. Have you ever tried a hot tub, Mrs. D?'

'No, I haven't Kevin. One of my neighbours had one and got rid of it. Said they preferred a hot bath in their centrally-heated bathroom.'

'No accounting for taste. And I would move the door so you could have easier access into the shed, I mean garden room, and I could even put up some curtains in there. I know women like curtains. What sort of style do you like? I could do you a Tudor mansion with Cardinal Wolsey chimneys a bit like Hampton Court but smaller, or do you like Palladian, very popular is Palladian, or Arts and Crafts? That type of thing is very 'now' at the moment, you can get one as a ready-to-assemble at Wickes on special offer and I buy it trade so could be a very good deal Mrs. D.'

'But Kevin we came out here to look at the pond,' I remind him.

'Yes I know but I am just telling you about the shed possibilities. If however you want to concentrate on the pond for now, have you thought about a Japanese theme, you know, a little bridge over it? Painted red? An acer overhanging the water? The reflection on a late Summer afternoon would be sensational. Or some sort of Monet effect with water lilies?'

'But I've already got water lilies Kevin and why would I want a bridge over the pond? It is no trouble to walk round it. It's only 4 feet x 3 feet after all.'

'Yes, but it's the aesthetics Mrs. D. It's what used to be called a 'conceit' in landscaping terminology or 'an eye-catcher'. Capability Brown put them all over the place. Have you ever heard of 'Capability Brown' Mrs. D?'

'Yes, Kevin I have but I think he was working on a somewhat larger scale.'

'So what? Dream big I say and you get big outcomes'.

'Yes, and big bills.' I smile, but not approvingly. It was on the tip of my tongue to mention 'Incapability Brown', less successful brother to the more famous C18th landscape architect but I thought better of it.

'Well I can give you an estimate for a garden room with all mod cons and a bridge over the pond and maybe a tree house. Have you ever considered a tree house Mrs. D.?'

'I had a tree house once Kevin but when the children left home there didn't seem to be much call for it after that.'

'Well when you get fed up of sitting in the shed, I mean garden room, you could climb up into the tree house and watch the sun setting over Lewisham. You'd have a ladder and everything'.

'What,  you mean like an Aga up there or maybe just an air fryer and a coffee maker?' I say. 'Thank you Kevin but could I just have an estimate for a fountain from B&Q and a possible repair job on the liner for the pond please?'

'Right you are, Mrs. D. Will do. You can come back to me on the other items when you've had a chance to think things over. No rush of course, but I happen to know Wickes do have all the necessary in stock and on offer at the moment, like I said. Could be delivered tomorrow and before you know it you'd be sat in the shed, I mean garden room, all snug with a cuppa and a doughnut watching 'Match of the Day' next Saturday. No more of that falling in the pond nonsense now Mrs. D.' Give us a bell when you're ready.' 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~


