A New National Anthem for a New Year?

There has been recent talk about commissioning a new National Anthem to reflect the times in which we live and not the times in which we think we live or in which we think we would like to live.

Secularism alongside a multi-faith society, strong anti-war sentiment and a realisation that Britain no longer rules the waves calls for a new approach to a national song that can be used at State occasions and football matches. We have the European Cup looming in mid-June 2024 and so there is urgent need to find an alternative tune. Austerity also being what it is,  cwg thinks we should recycle something appropriate and so have been out on the streets asking the British public for their suggestions.

A popular choice turns out to be the theme tune from EastEnders. 'Everyone knows it'. 'Short and punchy'. 'Shows the resilience we British possess.' This one however has to be discarded as it has no words although someone could write some. 

'dum di dum di dum di di di

Dum di dum di dum di dum.' Any suggestions?

For the same reason we have discarded the 'Dance of the Knights' from Prokofiev's 'Romeo and Juliet'. Another popular suggestion. Theme tune to the highly acclaimed TV series 'The Apprentice' which shows Britain as its entrepreneurial best. (Remember Katy Hopkins?) This is undoubtedly a highly motivational piece of music but has no words and goes on a bit so  sadly had to be ruled out.

Ravel's Bolero was a very strong contender. After all it won Torvill and Dean gold in the Winter Olympics in Sarajevo in 1984. When Christopher Dean flung Jayne across the ice at the end of an inspirational routine we all got up and cheered to the rafters. But the music is complicated, too long and again has no words. And Ravel was French unfortunately.

So we move from the classics to the world of pop and Sir Elton John's 'I'm Still Standing' could be a strong possibility.

'…....And did you think this fool could never win?

Well, look at me . I'm coming back again Etc Etc

I'm still Standing (Yeah! Yeah! Yeah! Etc.)
Could be inspirational when we find ourselves facing Germany in a penalty shoot-out in the Summer.

Other iconic pop tunes might be suitable.

'Waterloo' by Abba. Would undoubtedly upset the French but who cares?
Harder, Better, Faster, Stronger by Daft Punk. Simple repetitive lyrics encapsulating the Dunkirk spirit and 'Born to Run by Bruce Springsteen which is not about a loser but someone who knows when to get out while the going is good. An inspirational lesson to us all.
We are the Champions/|The Show must Go On by Queen might be suitable. So might 'Shine' by Take That but it has unfortunately been hijacked by Morrisons as a promotional tool in their adverts.
'...You're stuck in a hole

And I want you to get out...'   Who would not respond to encouragement like this?
Nothing by The Beach Boys will do as the harmonies are too complicated for English voices although the Pontypridd Male Voice Choir might provide a flawless execution.

'Move on Up' by Curtis Mayfield and 'Got My Mojo Workin' by Muddy Waters carry a serious message but were both recorded by American artists. 'I Will Survive' by Gloria Gaynor is an obvious choice but not home bred either.
'At first I was afraid, I was petrified

….............Go on now, go, walk out the door

'….....................Cause you're not welcome any more...' 

This is a triumphal vanquishing in the modern idiom that will have the whole nation on its feet in one vast thrilling karaoke from Land's End to John O'Groats. (874 miles).
When we looked at traditional music 'Frosty the Snowman' was dismissed as too seasonal though undoubtedly cute and 'One Man Went to Mow', suggested by a handful of contributors, irrelevant in the extreme. At this point we began to wonder whether our researchers were being taken seriously.

The outstanding candidate therefore for a new National Anthem  has to be 'Incy Wincy Spider' suggested by a large number of the British public who engaged with us in our research. It ticks all the boxes:

· Short

· Cheap

· Has words that rhyme

· Known by everyone of all ages in the country.

· Interdenominational/environmentally friendly

· Comes with the bonus of unforgettable movements that can even be done from a sitting position so very inclusive.

Just imagine, the English team on the field before play commences led by Harry Kane (standing, not sitting) singing their hearts out and with appropriate actions, to an iconic piece that extols the virtues of never giving up even when you find yourself 'up the spout' and with the rain coming down. The sun will eventually shine and like Incy Wincy you can climb back up to the top and have another go (till it starts raining again).
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