“WE'RE ALL SICK OF POLITICS! LET'S MOVE ON. WE KNOW HOW TO!”

That's the proud boast of Iris Key and Tom Stone, leaders of a new party that's not a party at all. It's “The Future”. Does that make sense? We went to Penge to ask them how.


Iris and Tom worked in a Betting Shop which shut down due to Covid. “The business went on line,” says Iris. “And never came back,” says Tom. “So without the bother of work we bonded. Socially distanced, of course. And we had time for a good long think about things. Like The Future.”


So did you start your Party when you heard politicians were ignoring their own rules?

They're puzzled by the question at first. But once they start laughing they can't stop. Well, they do stop. Then they start again.


Your backgrounds?

Iris is from Gravesend while Tom B Stone hails from, Arizona. “We were fated to meet,” says Iris. “I have no background in politics. While Tom was a trainee pharmacist and preacher. He came to Britain 5 years ago seeking personal development.”


So how would you change our politics?


“With an axe,” says Tom. “We have to get back to basics.”


“He means Education,” says Iris.


“I mean Good Behaviour and Hygiene,” insists Tom. “The Twin Engines of Society. Bad Behaviour means you don't learn. Bad Hygiene means you get sick and hurt yourself. And others. Bad education lasts a lifetime, for the ex-child and the society he lives in. We will make School the battleground where Good Behaviour and Hygiene are dug in like rice in a paddy-field. Then everyone is free.”


So you DO have policies?

“Of course,” says Tom. “Schools are in crisis due to years of Progressive teaching. This has ruined everything. Pupils can't learn in school so they're useless to society once they leave.” 


“We will change it radically...” says Iris.


“Absolutely!” says Tom. “We'll start by improving HYGIENE and the rest follows. Teachers will inspect all students on entry. There will be Daily supervision of teeth and hand cleaning, and hair brushing and combing...”


“What?” Iris interrupts. “Teachers have more important things to do than that.”


“It's how we must start...”


“What? Then move on to... What? Genital and Bottom cleansing? Armpit ditto? Staff to inspect pupil feet for signs of fungi? Do we pledge to root out nose-picking, oesophageal coughing and spitting? Ban dried mucus eating? Students breaking wind to be locked in a special cupboard with similar miscreants?”


“These are brilliant ideas, Iris. You're on fire!” says Tom, writing furiously. “This way Students will leave school having learnt to manage their own health and the NHS can be abolished. Saving billions of pounds. HEE-YAA!”


“These are stupid ideas,” Iris groans. “How will teachers find time to teach?  And what about safeguarding? You've never talked like this before, Tom.”


“We've never had the Media here before,” says Tom grinning.


Iris glares at me. Time to go. But one last question. 


But what about the Curriculum? What will you actually have teachers teach?

“GOOD BEHAVIOUR, OF COURSE!” shouts Tom. “All students will copy out an improving text every day of their school career, from Reception up to Year Whatever. The chosen text is Amarantha Scott-Fox-Lipscombe's 17 Volume “An Essential Guide To Etiquette And Good Breeding,” Third Edition, published in Boston in 1867. Widely acknowledged by experts as containing all information necessary to a rich and fulfilled life. If supplemented by Holy Writ.”


He points to 3 enormous cardboard boxes.


Iris stands up and stares.


“Is that where our holiday money went?”


But Tom carries on:

 
“There are multi-volumes (suitable for different learning streams) on subjects such as:
HOW TO CONTROL SERVANTS & EMPLOYEES. HOW TO BE A PERFECT SERVANT OR EMPLOYEE. The deep understanding that comes from mindless copying will provide all children with an excellent start to a sound and balanced life. Personal Problems will disappear and Social Problems will follow. Utopia – or Paradise on Earth, if you will - is there for the having.”


“This will set education back 150 years,” says Iris.


“THAT IS EXACTLY THE POINT!” shouts Tom. “Our countries were GREAT then!”


Iris groans and says, “And how will we pay for all this?”


“It's thoroughly costed,” says Tom, waving his notebook so that pages fall out. “Sell off the redundant Library, Lab and Gym Equipment. Raise prices in the School Canteen and vend tobacco to encourage the fine manly hobby of cigarette smoking. Which, as Amarantha Scott-Fox-Lipscombe says, improves both lung function and personal confidence. The sooner we begin, the sooner Society will be cleansed and healthy! HEE-YA!!”


I leave them to their discussion.


Iris calls me the next day to say The Future is finished. Now Iris leads MEGA (Make Everything Great Again) while Tom B Stone is at the helm of MUKUP (MOVE UK UP). They are disputing ownership of the house, but not of the copies of “Etiquette and Good Breeding”.


“He's welcome to them,” says Iris. “Politics, eh?”


And she puts the phone down.
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