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 Littleborough  

 

 

 

Hello everyone,  

The March Newsletter is here!  
As we move towards ‘learning to live with covid’ our u3a is slowly returning to normal – our monthly 
meetings at the Coach House are resuming this month, groups are returning to face-to face sessions, 
others continue on zoom. Hopefully, those groups which have lain dormant will return and maybe 
new groups will also emerge. Any member can start up a group, so if you are interested in doing 
that, contact Gillian Pearson, the groups’ co-ordinator and let her know. If you want to know what 

groups are out there, take a look at the website https://u3asites.org.uk/littleborough/home 

 

So, in this edition we have: 

1. News 
2. Forthcoming monthly speakers  

3. News from the groups  

4. Contributions from members 

5. Barrie’s FINAL Photo challenge 2 Answers   

6. National u3a  

7. Information Corner  

8. Answers to February puzzles 

9. March puzzle time – thanks to Lynn Wild 

 

1. NEWS 

 

 Membership Renewals 2022/2023 

 
For those members who have not yet renewed, there will be a desk at the monthly meeting held at 
the Coach House on Monday 14th March.  You may hand in your payment by cheque or cash (correct 
amount please) of £15. 
 
An email receipt with your e- Membership card will be sent out during the week. 
 

On Monday 14th March at 2pm we are once again meeting at the Coach House - no 
booking required – just come along! Refreshments will be served (Help save the planet: 

bring your own cup).  Any questions? Call Littleborough u3a: 07517 434268 
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The Renewal desk will be outside the meeting room supervised by Mark Pearson (Treasurer).   
 
Any queries, please contact Lynn Wild at memsec.littleboroughu3a@gmail.com or phone 01706 
372401 or Mark Pearsonl: 07981 271005 
 
Please inform Lynn if you do not wish to renew your membership. 
This will save on admin costs and time plus stop you receiving reminder emails or phone calls. 
 

 CAN YOU HELP? 

Last month we put out an appeal for help with meeting, greeting and serving refreshments at our 
March 14th meeting and 4 members have kindly offered their services. But we need more! If you 
would be willing to help out serving refreshments at the March meeting (and any future meetings), 
please contact Gillian Pearson our Groups’ Co-ordinator: gillianpearson_u3a@icloud.com 
 

 CAN YOU HELP (2) 
As we begin to return to ‘normal’, the committee is seeking members willing to take on the following 
roles: 1. Recruitment Officer and 2. Trips Organiser 
Also, there will be several members who will be leaving their roles on the committee in May as they 
will have completed their time, so the Littleborough u3a will need a Membership Secretary and 
Newsletter Editor. For more information about these roles please ring 07517 434268 
 

 SPEAKERS’ CORNER 
Our speaker on the 14h February was Dr Marek Szablewski, 
a Professor of Physics at Durham University. Marek took us 
through the history of his Father's and Grandfather's life in 
Warsaw prior to and during the Nazi occupation. Marek's 
Grandfather had married three times due to seperation and 
family tragedy, his third wife was Jewish and although she 
was not the mother of his father, she was an important 
family member and a reason for the attentions of the Nazi 
occupation forces. Marek's Father took part in the Warsaw uprising and was able to describe the 
terrible things that were happening on the streets of Warsaw. Though his father was never to return 
to his homeland, Marek himself managed to get funding to visit Poland to research his family history. 
With the help of local archivists, he was able to piece together the stories of his close relatives. 
Marek's story brought it home to us the terrible consequences of racial hatred. Many of our 
audience were keen to know more about his research and Marek has provided links for those who 
wish to know more:  
Surviving Warsaw 1939-1945: 
https://www.churchillfellowship.org/ideas-experts/ideas-library/surviving-warsaw-1939-1945-
untold-stories-of-occupation-and-the-ghetto 
Dr Marek Szablewski Podcast (Anchor FM): 
https://anchor.fm/ucu-northern-region/episodes/An-interview-with-Dr-Marek-Szablewski-to-mark-
Holocaust-Memorial-Day-2021-epbfmj 
Marek has informed us that the fee he received for the talk has been donated 
to https://sheffield.cityofsanctuary.org/  a charity supporting displaced people seeking refuge in 
the city, the first charity of its type in the UK.  (Marilyn Aldred) 
 
 

2. FORTHCOMING MONTHLY SPEAKERS   
On Monday 14th March we are once again meeting at the Coach House and our speaker will be 
Frank Vigon. No booking required. 
Frank will be talking to us about the early years of tv comedy in the ‘70s and ‘80s. Frank who is an 
ex-headteacher has many years’ experience of giving talks and lectures on a wide variety of subjects. 
 

mailto:memsec.littleboroughu3a@gmail.com
mailto:gillianpearson_u3a@icloud.com
https://www.churchillfellowship.org/ideas-experts/ideas-library/surviving-warsaw-1939-1945-untold-stories-of-occupation-and-the-ghetto
https://www.churchillfellowship.org/ideas-experts/ideas-library/surviving-warsaw-1939-1945-untold-stories-of-occupation-and-the-ghetto
https://anchor.fm/ucu-northern-region/episodes/An-interview-with-Dr-Marek-Szablewski-to-mark-Holocaust-Memorial-Day-2021-epbfmj
https://anchor.fm/ucu-northern-region/episodes/An-interview-with-Dr-Marek-Szablewski-to-mark-Holocaust-Memorial-Day-2021-epbfmj
https://sheffield.cityofsanctuary.org/
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It will be good to get together again at the Coach House and, from what I have heard from 
Whitworth u3a, Frank has a good sense of humour himself.  
Put a note in your diary now for 1.45 at the Coach House on March the 14th and prepare for some 
good old-fashioned laughs. (Marilyn Aldred) 
 

 

 

3. NEWS FROM THE GROUPS 

 

 The FOODIES Group is back!!! Fancy Sunday lunch or an Afternoon tea? If so, take a look at 

the separate FOODIES attachment.  

 

 Members of the Spanish Improvers Group are back with more jokes. Roger Crossley 

comments: ‘Their Spanish might have improved but I'm not sure their jokes have’.  

Chistes Parte Cuatro 

¿Qué le dice el mar a la playa? 

¡Ola! 

What did the sea say to the beach? Wave! (hola = hello) 

¿Por qué los españoles plagian con frecuencia los ensayos? 

¡Porque nadie inspecciona la exposición española! 

Why do Spaniards frequently plagiarize essays? Because nobody inspects the Spanish exposition! 

Hay tres tipos de personas en el mundo, las que saben contar y las que no. 
 

There are three types of people in the world.  Those who can count and those who can’t.  
 

¿Qué hace una persona con un sobre de ketchup en la oreja?  

Escucha salsa.  

Date Time Information 

Monday 14th March 
Coach House 

2pm Frank Vigon The Golden Age of Radio ‘Auntie BBC’ - the TV 
sitcoms of 70’s and 80’s.’ 

Monday 11th April 
Coach House 

2pm Noel Moroney Textile – my time in the local textile industry 

Monday 9th May 
Coach House 

2pm Peter Sykes Do it yourself surgery 

Monday 13th June 
Coach House 

2pm LITTLEBOROUGH u3a AGM 

Monday 11th July 
Coach House 

2pm Brian Groom Northerners: a history from the Ice age to the 21st 
century  

Monday 8th August 
Coach House 

2pm Joanna Williams Abel Heywood, who was the mayor of 
Manchester mainly responsible for the building of 
Manchester Town Hall. 

Monday 12th September 
Coach House 

 Rochdale Touchstones Writers Group ‘Steampunk’  

Monday 10th October 
Coach House 

 Brian Topping  My time  as Customs Officer at Heathrow 
Airport 

Monday 14th November 
Coach House 

 Roger Crossley ‘The Spanish Ways, the Camino de Santiago’ 
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What is a person with a ketchup packet in their ear doing? Listening to salsa  

¿Qué hace una abeja en el gimnasio?  

Zumba 

What does a bee do in the gym? Zumba  (3rd person present of zumbar – to buzz) 

 Philosophy Group  

In February, 6 members of the Group discussed Karl Marx. Born in 1818 in 

Trier in the Rhineland from a long line of Jews, he became anti-religious in 

his teens. At University he first studied Law at his father’s request, then 

moved to Philosophy and History, writing his doctorate on ancient Greek 

philosophy. His hostility to religion meant that an academic career was 

closed to him and he became a newspaper editor, first in Germany and then in France though his 

outspoken views meant that authorities closed any paper he was associated with. In Paris he 

met Fredrich Engels, a fellow German whose family owned a textile business in Manchester and 

they collaborated on A Communist Manifesto in 1845. Marx finally moved to England in 1849. 

Engels provided financial support to Marx during the rest of his life and continued to collaborate 

on his work although Marx remained the dominant partner intellectually. The book for which 

Marx is mainly known - Das Capital - was written in London and published in 1867. He died in 

1883. 

The Group discussed how Marx’s original thinking on mankind living together in communal 

harmony stood the test of Lenin, Stalin and Mao Zedong. It was felt that different interpretations 

were put on the philosophy of Communism and Marx should be given more sympathy and 

understanding than he got in the second part of the 20th century.   

We plan to meet on Zoom next time on 23rd March 2022 at 10am to discuss the work of Simon 

Blackburn who is on the list of the 50 most influential Philosophers alive today. (Mick McGlone) 

 Readers Group 2  

We continue to meet on the evening of the third Tuesday of the month over 

Zoom and are a growing group, welcoming members Ann S and Collette R in 

the last couple of months.  Other members are welcome to join us.  We met 

in mid-February to discuss The Rainbow by DH Lawrence, which was enjoyed 

by some of us and not by others.  The story of three generations of the 

Nottinghamshire/Derbyshire Brangwen family from the start of the industrial revolution into the 

early 20th century and the prequel to Women in Love.  Between us, we found the novel 

interesting in its record of social history, religious observation, education and handicrafts from 

this period of our nation’s history, though not all of us were enamoured of the 

novel.  One thing is for sure, it gave us a good hour and a half of discussion.  Our 

current read is The Eyre Affair by Jasper Fforde, which we will discuss when we 

meet on Tuesday 15th March.  Think Jane Austen meets Douglas Adams with a 

dash of Tom Holt thrown in to boot! (Mark Pearson) 

 IT & Photography group - Guess The Building 
 

The IT & Photography Group had a meet up at the end of January 2022 in Rochdale town centre (a 
clue to narrow things down).  I took this photo during my wander around.  Can you guess the 
building below? (Mark Pearson) 

 

 

 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Rainbow-Wordsworth-Classics-D-H-Lawrence/dp/1853262501/ref=sr_1_3?keywords=the+rainbow+dh+lawrence&qid=1642766797&s=books&sprefix=the+rainbow+dh+l,stripbooks,53&sr=1-3
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Women-Love-Wordsworth-Classics-Lawrence/dp/185326007X/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=women+in+love+dh+lawrence&qid=1645821845&s=books&sprefix=women+in+live+,stripbooks,71&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Eyre-Affair-Thursday-Next/dp/034073356X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1CDI2UTAYN3JV&keywords=the+eyre+affair&qid=1642948034&sprefix=the+eyre+a%2Caps%2C70&sr=8-1
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answers to Mark Pearson m.j.pearson@me.com 

                                                                                                                                             

 Poetry Appreciation Group 

Six members met at Littleborough Library on Saturday the 26th March. 
Our subject for the meeting was women poets. The group brought some of their favourite poems 
and the Library provided a collection of women's poetry. It was very interesting to hear from women 
writing about their lives going back to the first century with’ A wife's Lament’ up to more recent 
times with work from Maya Angelou. The group are enjoying reading and choosing poetry to present 
to others. 
The subject for our next meeting on Saturday 26th March is The sea. Why not join us at 10am at 
Littleborough Library? Contact Marilyn Aldred marilyn41@talktalk.net 

 

4. CONTRIBUTIONS FROM MEMBERS 

Christine Mcmillan-Bodell spotted this little fellow whilst out 

walking around Ogden 

 

       and a couple of jokes from me: 

                                                         

                                                                                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. ANSWERS to BARRIE’S FINAL PHOTO CHALLENGE 

                                                                                                        



6 
 

  
Only one solution received this month, from David Cannon who identified first the canal bridge near 
Clegg Hall, where the roadway has deteriorated badly since the original photo and buildings have 
been removed, and second St Mary’s church hall at Featherstall.                               
 

 
6. NATIONAL u3a 

#GenerationWOW u3a has joined forces with Specsavers to share the skills and knowledge of 
older adults in a new series of videos. The #GenerationWOW campaign features the celebrity Steph 
McGovern as she learns how to paint a landscape from her father Eamonn. Other videos show 
Sherburn & Villages u3a member Margaret creating a flower centrepiece using a shop bought 
bouquet and Edinburgh u3a member Judith explaining the benefits of laughter yoga. Watch the 
videos on the hub now 
The February episode of u3a radio out now!In this episode, hear about how u3as will be 
having picnics across the UK to celebrate the 40th anniversary, the rising popularity of the sport 
racketball and meet the newest member of the team, Sarah. Listen to the episode with subtitles 
on our YouTube channel now, or listen on podcasting platforms, including Spotify and Apple. 
 

7 INFORMATION CORNER 

This section is for occasional non-u3a information which you may find of interest, but which is not 

promoted by Littleborough u3a. 

Free weekly/monthly magazine access (sent in by Mark Pearson) 

We have mentioned this before, but are you are aware of the massive magazine resource that is 

available to us for free through (again, free) membership of our local library.  Libby (via Rochdale 

Library Service) is an app- and web-based repository of many hundreds of UK weekly and monthly 

magazines, mostly recognisable as adorning the magazine aisle at your local supermarket.  I know it 

is reading on screen (whether computer or tablet) but the beauty of this is (firstly) it’s free! … and 

secondly, you can screenshot articles which are of interest or reference.  Check it out, you won’t be 

disappointed. 

8. Last time’s puzzle answers

Anagrams 1.Runner 2. Appaloosa 3. Chickpea 4.Haricot 5.Broad 6. Butter 
Missing Vowels 1.Rocket, 2.Butterhead 3.Radicchio 4.Romaine 5.Iceberg 6.Oakleaf.  
Number Cruncher 25-9=16, 16x6=96, 96-10=86, 85x10=860, 860+6= 866  
Multiple Choice 1) The Yardbirds. 2) Charles Ives. 3) Hamburger 4) George Clooney 5) Gwrych. February 1. 
1971 2.Tutankhamun 3.Nylon 4. Oxford English Dictionary 5. Grand National.  
Dingbats 1. Circles Under the Eyes. 2. The Checks in the Mail. 3.Matinee. 4. Downtime. 5. Stolen Goods. 6. 50 
yard Line. 7. Sailing, Sailing over the Seven Seas. 8. Assassinate. 
 
 
 

*** 

 
 

https://u3a.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=656ad5962b370cc9e2731d1ed&id=2b833c717c&e=98c20e8f18
https://u3a.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=656ad5962b370cc9e2731d1ed&id=2b833c717c&e=98c20e8f18
https://u3a.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=656ad5962b370cc9e2731d1ed&id=ef2e3c53ca&e=98c20e8f18
https://u3a.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=656ad5962b370cc9e2731d1ed&id=25ceb8ebb6&e=98c20e8f18
https://rochdaleuk.overdrive.com/
https://rochdaleuk.overdrive.com/
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9. March Puzzles 

Anagrams, T V SHOWS  

1)  HIT COFFEE 

2)  RIGHT B BORE  

3) OBSTINATE RATTLING  

4) WRY LOWEST FAT 

5)  LAME MERDE 

  

Missing Letters,   

Ballet Dancers Surnames 

1)  B_SS_L_ 

2)  F_NT_ _N 

3)  P_VL_V_ 

4)  N_J_N_K_ 

5) N_R_ _ _V  

 

Number Cruncher  Using addition, subtraction, multiplication and division, can you make the 

number in bold by using the other numbers.  You can only use the six numbers once but you don’t 

have to use them all. 

 659       50, 8, 3,  4,  1,  6. 

 

Multiple choice 

1. Which animal gives its name to a spin performed in Ice Skating. 
  a) Camel   b) Dolphin   c) Rabbit 

2. Who was the first left- handed golfer to win one of the four Major’s 
      a) Bob Charles  b) Phil Mickelson  c) Mike Weir 

3.  What was the name of the rocket used to put the Apollo Moon Missions into space. 
     a) Jupiter III   b) Neptune IV  c) Saturn V 

4. After what is London’s Fleet Street named 
  a) A Lake    b) A River   c) A Swamp 

5.  What is the name of the figure of speech in which the same thing is said twice using 
different words. 
  a) Ellipsis   b) Parenthesis  c) Tautology 
 
A bit of History 

Name the English/British Monarchs who reigned between the following Years 
 
a) 1666 – 1386    b) 1066 -1066    c) 1509 -1547   d) 1702 -1714   e) 1837 - 1901 

*** 
 
…and finally… 

Take care and try and enjoy this crazy weather!  I hope to see some of you at the Coach House on 

the 14th March….and remember…  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Sue 
(suetemperleyu3a@outlook.com) 


