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Littleborough  

Well, here we are in 2022, and let’s hope it is a brighter one for us all. After all, the days 

are getting longer and so let’s keep an eye open for those first signs of Spring . 

After the festive indulgences, no doubt many of us are trying to cut down a bit – well the 

newsletter is too! A slightly ‘slimmer’ version than usual this month, but nonetheless, 

there are some interesting contributions.  So, many thanks to those who managed to find 

the time to send items in. 

So, what’s in store? 

1. News  

2. Forthcoming monthly speakers  

3. News from the groups  

4. Contributions from members  

5. Photographic Competition Results  

6. National & North West Region u3a  

7. Information Corner  

8. Answers to November puzzles 

9. January puzzle time – thanks to Lynn Wild 

Answers to Barrie’s Photo Challenge 19 & Barrie’s Photo Challenge 20 – sorry, I’m afraid Barrie’s gone AWOL 

this month!! He’ll be back in February. 

1. News 

A quick note from Bob Coley (Chair) 
 

On Monday 13th December we all enjoyed ‘The Littleborough U3A Christmas Entertainment Get-together’ 

and what a good time was had by all that attended via Zoom. 

My thanks, must go to Marilyn Aldred who organised the event, no easy task at the best of times. 

Then, of course, there were the entertainers from various groups, these included, sing-alongs, poetry and 

quizzes on different themes. Thank you to all who participated. 

 

Following on from this event we held four ‘Coffee & Chat’ mornings over the Christmas period, via Zoom, 

not as successful as we hoped it would be, as it was intended that no one should feel alone at Christmas. It 

would appear, hopefully, this was not the case, but my thanks go to all that attended 

 

With best wishes 

Bob 
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Coach House meetings 

Given the rumblings and uncertainty before Christmas from the Government in terms of 
Omicron, social distancing and likelihood of moving to Plan C, the U3A committee had to 
make a decision about the forthcoming monthly meetings in the Coach House, as we did not 
want to risk being told at short notice that our meetings could not go ahead, and thus incur 
charges. So it was reluctantly decided to cancel both the January and February meetings. 
They will, of course, go ahead on zoom. 

The committee is hoping to resume Coach House meetings again in March. 

 
Membership Renewals 2022/2023 – from Lynn Wild, Membership Secretary 
Hi all!  You will shortly be receiving an email or letter with the renewal information and your current 
details that we have on record. If any of your details are incorrect, please contact Lynn Wild at 
memsec.littleboroughu3a@gmail.com or phone 01706 372401. Information on how to renew your 
membership will be included in the email/letter. 

Despite an increase in the Capitation fee to £4, Committee have agreed not to increase the 
membership fee for 2022/2023 which will remain at £15 per annum. 

Please inform me if you do not wish to renew or would like to suspend your membership. This will stop you 
receiving reminder emails or phone calls. 

2. Forthcoming Monthly speakers 

 

I went to a music themed fancy dress party as a harp. The host said: “You’re not a harp, your 

costume is too small!” I said: “Are you calling me a lyre?” 

 

3. NEWS FROM THE GROUPS 

Philosophy from Marilyn Aldred 

Kwame Anthony Appiah. Philosophy Group 24/11/21 

I do regret that I will be unable to enter into the discussions about this fascinating Cosmopolitan 

man. Clearly this modern-day Philosopher has thoughts to offer us all for the future, as he says the 

environmental issues that the world is facing to a greater or lesser degree is a wake-up call to us all 

as citizens of this planet. 

His background and upbringing have obviously created a man who looks outwards to the various 

cultures that exist in the world, but his own studies have enabled him to articulate those views in a 

very engaging and understandable way. 

Date Time Information 

Monday 10th January 
Zoom  

1.45 for 2pm Sarah Slater The Ghosts of Hampton Court 

Monday 14th February 
Zoom  

1.45 for 2pm Dr Marek Szablewski who will give us an emotionally charged talk about 
his family’s experience in Warsaw during the Nazi occupation of 
Poland. 

Monday 14th March 1.45 for 2pm Frank Vigon The Golden Age of Radio 

Monday 11th April 1.45 for 2pm Noel Moroney Storyteller 

Monday 9th May 1.45 for 2pm Peter Sykes Do it yourself surgery 

Monday 13th June 1,45 for 2pm Brian Groom Northerners: a history from the Ice age to the 21st 
century 
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He quotes an African Greek scholar from before the birth of Christ as saying ‘ I am a human 

therefore nothing human is alien to me.’ 

When discussing our so-called Western culture, he explains that a culture of fair play and fairness 

can only survive if we care about it. It is not peculiar to the West which he sees as being taken to 

mean white. It exists in all cultures. In order to ensure its survival every person has a responsibility to 

learn about ‘the others’ in order to understand them. 

Looking at European culture and the forces that have forged our present-day groupings he points 

out that we could have very easily been Islamic. Europe has been occupied for many centuries both 

in the East and West by Islamic cultures. 

I shall continue to learn more about this truly Cosmopolitan man whose views I share in so many 

ways 

Spanish Improvers - from Roger Crossley  

Chistes Parte Dos 

¿Cómo llama el vaquero a suhija?1 

Hiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiija!  

(How does the cowboy call to his daughter? Daaaaaughter!) 

¿Cuál es la fruta mas paciente?  

Es pera. 

(Which fruit is the most patient? It’s a pear (espera = wait).) 

¿Qué animal puede saltar más alto que una casa? 

Muchos animales, porque las casas no saltan. 

(Which animal can jump higher than a house?  Many animals because a house cannot jump). 

 

Mi perro se comió mi juego de Scrabble. Ahora el deja pequeños mensages por toda la casa. 

 (My dog ate my Scrabble game. Now he leaves little messages all around the house) 

 

Poetry appreciation from Marilyn Aldred 

THE NEW POETRY APPRECIATION GROUP met for the first time at 

the end of November at Littleborough Library. We brought some 

of our favourite poems along to share. 

Our next meeting will be on Saturday 22nd of January at 

Littleborough Library from 10am till 11am, when we will be 

discussing War Poets. We have six registered members so far, so 

there is room for a few more Poetry Lovers. (Contact Marilyn 

Aldred via the website) 
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Reading Group 2 – from Mark Pearson  

We met over Zoom in mid-December to to discuss Clochemerle (by Gabriel 

Chevallier).  Written in 1936 and set in a small Beaujolais village in 1920s 

France, it is essentially a farce focusing on the effects on village life 

following the installation of a pissoir (gents urinal) in front of the church in 

the village’s main square.  All social norms and the fabric of life in the 

village seem to be laid waste as a result … and then the army is called 

in!  Enjoyment of the book was divided with the chaps in the group 

thoroughly enjoying it, and many of the ladies not quite as much.  It really has to be read in the 

context of the era that it was written, but a recommended read for those who like stories with 

plenty of characters in them.  Of particular amusement was the methods employed by the Catholic 

priest with a priest in the neighbouring parish for their mutual absolution of each other’s many 

sins!  The group meets again in the evening of Tuesday 18th January 2022 to discuss The Curious 

Incident of the Dog in the Night-time by Mark Haddon. 

 

Charles Dickens was a journalist before he became an author – he worked 

for two local newspapers: it was the Bicester Times and it was 

the Worcester Times 

 

4. CONTRIBUTIONS FROM MEMBERS 

Pam Bebbington sent this photo of a two-year-old 
Mahonia flowering now in her garden… 
 

…and Chris Thornton probably speaks for many of us with 
her poem… 

     Too much turkey, too much pud. 
     Dieting won’t do much good. 
     Please don’t send me to the gym –  
     Not THAT desperate to be thin. 
     Liposuction, gastric band? 
     Give ‘fighting flab’ a helping hand? 
     Hmm…need a surgeon, nip and tuck, 
     Only way to get the look. 
 

 Hang on, that’s drastic, costly, too. 
There must be something else to do. 
Perhaps a kaftan toe to cheek, 
Channelling my inner Greek, 
Some Demis Roussos cast-off kit, 
Might obviate the need to fit ? 
Or move some buttons, zippers, too, 
Elasticated waists might do… 
 
But wait, I did those things last year –  
It didn’t do much good, I fear..                                                   
 
Hmm… 
Need a surgeon, nip and tuck… 

https://smile.amazon.co.uk/Clochemerle-Gabriel-Chevallier/dp/0099453886/ref=sr_1_1?crid=7OGLDHIJPQ2M&keywords=clochemerle+book&qid=1637958290&sprefix=cloche+merle,aps,157&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Curious-Incident-Dog-Night-time/dp/0099450259/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1L2I1N5GQX5U7&dchild=1&keywords=the+curious+incident+of+the+dog+in+the+night-time&qid=1621534746&sprefix=the+curios+in%2Caps%2C173&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Curious-Incident-Dog-Night-time/dp/0099450259/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1L2I1N5GQX5U7&dchild=1&keywords=the+curious+incident+of+the+dog+in+the+night-time&qid=1621534746&sprefix=the+curios+in%2Caps%2C173&sr=8-1
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5. PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION – SUNRISE/SUNSET - RESULTS 

Over the summer/autumn, we ran a photo competition focussing on either sunrise, 

or sunset.  We had five entries, and all five photographs are published alongside this 

article.  The competition was sponsored by one of our U3A members (who wishes to 

remain anonymous) with prizes of £25 (first), £15 (second) and £10 (third).  Members 

Michael Bidny, John Cannell and Howard Gott formed the judging panel and the 

winners were: 

1st - Dianne Rowell - Croatian Sunset 

2nd - Sandra Kokocki - Morecambe Bay 

3rd - Jean Mills - Loughrigg Tarn 

 

The judges particularly liked the the colours of the overall winning photo and felt that 

it had good foreground detail.  The second placed photo was considered to show 

good control of contrast, with the strip of water adding interest.  They would have 

liked the sun to have been slightly higher in the sky.  The third placed photo was 

praised for its composition and the sense of place that it created. 

 

One handy hint from our judges for those of you wanting to take similar 

photographs is to look at the settings on your camera.  There is usually a setting for 

sunsets, which will automatically adjust light and colour balances to help capture the 

perfect shot. 

 

Congratulations to the winners, and commiserations to Margaret Coley and David 

Cannon, whose entries were only just pipped to the post.  Thanks also to the member 

who sponsored the competition and to our judges for evaluating the submitted 

photographs. 

 

 

1st Prize - Dianne Rowell 
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2nd Prize - Sandra Kokocki 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3rd Prize - Jean Mills        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dave Cannon                                                                                                     Margaret Coley 
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6. NATIONAL and REGIONAL u3a  
The u3a National Newsletter is filled with information, stories and advice from across the U3A 
movement as well as advice on how to keep safe and occupied during this difficult time. 
There is a form on their website (https://www.u3a.org.uk) to use to signup and receive U3A 
updates, both regional and national, direct to your email inbox. 
Please check your email inbox after signing up; you will receive an email asking you to confirm your 
subscription. If you do not receive this email, please check your junk mail box. 
 
To receive mail from the North West Region of U3As you need to register. If you wish to do so, 
please go to their web-site (https://u3asites.org.uk/north-west/home) and click NW Newsletters 
sign-up.  
 

7. INFORMATION CORNER 

 This section is for occasional non-u3a information which you may find of interest, but which is not 

promoted by Littleborough u3a.

 

• Are you over 60?  

• Have you retired during the pandemic or 6 months 

before?  

• Would you be interested in being interviewed about 

your experience of retiring during the pandemic for a 

University Dissertation Project?  

• Email Khaleah (3rd Year Medical Student at University 

of Nottingham) at mzykl8@nottingham.ac.uk for more 

information 
 

 
8. ANSWERS TO DECEMBER PUZZLES 

12 days of Christmas – 1) David Cassidy 2) Spain 3.b) Bridget Bardot 4) Sporty, Scary, Baby, Posh. 5) Blue Black Red Yellow 
Green  6) Richard Burton, Roger Moore, Richard Harris. 7) Moulting  8) 100 Years War  9) Darcey Bussell  10) 92 11)The 
Brothers Grimm 12) a)The  Beatles,  b) Rolling Stones, c) Queen, d) Foo Fighters or Nirvana, e) Cream, f) Genesis, g) The 
Who,  h) The Police, i) Led Zeppelin, j) The Shadows, k) The Beach Boys, l) The Carpenters 
Quiz – 1.Nine 2.Whisky 3.Frosty the Snowman 4.Sesame 5.Elf  6.Luther 7.Aladdin 8.King 9. Overture 10.Sugar Plum Fairy  
11.Snowflakes 
Anagrams 1.Dates 2.Parsnips 3.Nuts 4.Truffles 5.Tangerine 6.Turkish Delight 7.Mince pies  
8.Pork pie 9.Christmas present 10.Shortbread. 
Christmas Movies – 1.Home Alone 2. 2. Gremlins. 3. Merry Christmas Mr Lawrence. 4. The Grinch (who stole Christmas) 5. 
Bad Santa. 6.Merry Madagascar. 7. Reindeer Games. 8. Die Hard. 9. White Christmas 10. Jack Frost. 11. Holiday Inn.  12. 
Love Actually. 

 

9. JANUARY PUZZLE TIME 
 

JANUARY  

1. Portuguese navigators discovered 'The river of January' on Jan 1st 1502. What is 'The river of 

January'? 

2. The best-selling record in the world in 1956 was recorded on New Year’s Day in Nashville. What 

was the name of the song? 

3. The Anglo-Saxon name for January was which predatory creature? 

4. Which two European countries declared their independence on Jan 1st 1993? 

5. Which man led the offensive against French troops in Indo China that began on Jan 1st 1950? 

https://www.u3a.org.uk/
https://u3asites.org.uk/north-west/home
https://forms.gle/McGtKHwjQ3Jte83AA
https://forms.gle/McGtKHwjQ3Jte83AA
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6 The US Congress prohibited the importation of what into the USA on Jan 1st 1808? 

7 The first mobile phone call in Britain was made by which comedian on Jan 1st 1985? 

  a) Spike Milligan     b) Billy Connelly      c) Benny Hill      d) Ernie Wise 

8 On New Year’s Day 1925 Norway changed the name of its capital city to Oslo? What was the 
previous name? 
9 What announcement did Emperor Hirohito of Japan make on Jan 1st 1946? 
10 The European Economic Community (EEC) was first established on Jan 1st of which year?  
11 The Commonwealth of Australia was proclaimed on New Year’s Day in which year?  
12 Traditionally, what do people in Portugal eat when the clock strikes 12 on New Year’s Eve  
         a) 12 grapes         b) 12 sardines        c?)12 oysters         d) 12 almonds? 
 

Pantomime  

1)  Who told Dick Whittington to “turn again”? 

2) In Cinderella, what is the name of Prince Charming’s friend?   

3) What is the name of Aladdin’s Mother?    

4) Dame Trott is a main character in which pantomime? 

5) Who is Princess Aurora also known as?    

6)  In Peter Pan what is the name of Captain Hooks ship?   

7) What is the name of the Goose in Mother Goose?   

8) Tweedle-dee & Tweedle-dum appear in which pantomime?    

9) In Snow White what are the names of the two Dwarfs beginning with the letter S?  

10) In Traditional Pantomime who does Harlequin fall in love with?   

***   

And finally… 

 …A woman took an afternoon nap on New Year’s Eve. When she woke up, she told her 
husband, “I just dreamed that you gave me a diamond ring for a New Year’s present. What do you 
think it all means?” He replied, “Aha, you’ll know tonight!” At midnight, her husband handed her a 
small gift-wrapped present. Excited, she opened it quickly, but was even more surprised: in it was a 
book entitled The Meaning of Dreams. 
 
With that, good bye until February! 
   
Sue  
(suetemperleyu3a@outlook.com)   
 

 

 

 


