
LEWES  U3A  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  MEETING 
 

Friday 22  April  2022 at  2.30 pm  using  Zoom 
 

Participating:  Susan Murray (Chair), Marion Tyler (Secretary), Michael Austin, Hilary 
Golden, Ann Holmes, Janet Kennedy,  Hazel O’Hare, Jackie Ralph, Anne Williams, 
Margaret Sheppard (Minutes Secretary) 
Derek Blayney was in attendance to give a demonstration on facilities that Beacon could 
provide. 
 

1  Apologies for absence:  none 
 

2  Minutes of the meeting held on 18 March 2022:  these were approved for publication. 
 

3  Matters arising from those minutes not covered elsewhere on the Agenda: 
Item 3  completed 
Item 5 the protocol for group leaders and instructions for the use of TicketSource were 
adjourned to the next meeting 
All committee members can now access membership statistics on Beacon. 
 
4  Use of Beacon: 
Derek Blayney gave a comprehensive demonstration on other Beacon facilities that we 
could use in three areas: membership records, groups and finance.. 
On the first we could use polls to categorise members eg those not wanting to receive 
TAM.  Only the membership secretary can alter details and these can be kept from group 
leaders if members wish.  It is possible for members to alter their own details and renew 
their membership from a link on the website to the members’ portal.  Only a few members 
have used this. 
Some group leaders already maintain lists and use Beacon to communicate with members 
eg the Theatre Group.  Other group leaders can ask DB for access to create a group list 
which they can then monitor and use for emails to their members. However members can 
reply only to the sender, not to other members of the group. There is scope for much more 
use in this area. 
The finance facilities are used by JK for membership records including payments.  New 
members can apply online but only pay with cards or PayPal, not cheques.  HO’H is 
considering using Beacon as she thinks it could solve some current problems. 
Our website was then considered.  This is not linked to Beacon and is getting towards the 
end of its useful life.  If we used Simple Membership there is an integrated website we 
could use if we wished. 
It was agreed that we should look seriously at Simple Membership but it should not be 
adopted unless JK and HO’H both agree as the main users. 
Actions:  DB will try to see if a demonstration of the system can be arranged, perhaps 
with current users of Simple Membership and if possible arrange for JK and HO’H to have 
their own demonstrations from their opposite numbers in a u3a already using the system.  
He should also ask the owner for a policy statement regarding the future if he became 
incapacitated. 
 

5  Date and venue of the next meeting: 
Friday 27 May at 2.30 pm. 
Action:  AW to book a room in the Town Hall. 
 

The meeting closed at 5.08 pm. 



 

 
 


