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‘I was born and brought up in Hull 
and the East Riding.  On leaving 
school I worked for the Midland 
Bank and studied part-time for the 
professional Institute of Bankers 
examinations, then trained as a 
teacher specialising in Economics 
and Business Studies.   

‘On marrying Martin we moved to 
Sussex with his work which took us 
to Hove, Heathfield, Shoreham-by-
Sea and Rye. Our children were born 
whilst we lived in Heathfield and I  
set up a mothers and toddlers 
group. Also I began an OU degree 
for interest. 

Resumed career 

‘When we moved to Shoreham, I 
resumed my career as a lecturer at 
Brighton College of Technology,  
eventually running the courses for 
the Chartered Institute of Bankers 
examinations and other part-time 
classes for working students.                                                                                                                                                                   

‘Having been offered 
early retirement whilst 
living in Rye, I took on 
various voluntary roles. 
For several years I sat on 
Social Security Tribunals 
in Dover and Eastbourne. 

Moved to Lewes 

‘We moved to Lewes in 
2003 when Martin 
retired, to a  house we 
had owned for some 

years and been using as a second 
home.  The Book Circle was the first 
group I joined when I discovered the 
u3a.  Over the years I have enjoyed 
various literature courses, Art 
Matters, Geology, Science Series, 
Globetrotters, Jazz and 
Birdwatching.  I have been Out and 
About and taken 5 holidays with the 
Holiday Group.  

Playing my part 

‘When the post of Minutes Secretary 
was advertised I applied, since I felt I 
was not playing my part just giving a 
few presentations to Globetrotters 
and Art Matters.   I am now one of 
the longest serving Trustees and 
enjoy my committee work and 
helping behind the scenes in various 
ways.   

‘I am a firm believer in lifelong 
learning and feel very lucky to be 
spending my third age in a town with 
such a thriving u3a’.                                              
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One of our longest serving 
Committee members, 
Margaret Sheppard, has a 
role which is well below the 
radar, but crucially 
important to the smooth 
running of our meetings. 
Our Minutes Secretary tells 
us about her background.  
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‘Listening to Musicals’ is the name of the  

Group that has been run by Tas Smith for  

some years. 

So what is this all about, then?  

Tas explains: 
‘Was your first experience of 
musicals that of watching the film 
"The Sound Of Music"? One of my 
firsts was a stage performance of 
"Oklahoma", performed by an 
amateur society in Littlehampton. I 
saw many of their stage musicals 
before a fellow teacher organised 
trips to London to see "Cats", 
"Starlight Express" and "Les 
Misérables".  And so my journey to 
Musicals began!  

‘Conservatively estimate’ 

‘Since the 1970's I have seen and 
been entranced by shows staged in 
venues in London (in large and 
small settings), and places such as 
Bromley, Eastbourne, Lewes, 
Littlehampton, Chichester, 
Southampton and, believe it not, 
Hamilton in New Zealand and 
Sydney in Australia!! In them I saw 
old favourites, new releases, the 
entertaining, the bizarre and the 
controversial. In that time, I 
conservatively estimate I have seen 
over 200 different shows.  

‘Listen to extracts’ 

"Listening To Musicals" are sessions 
where you can listen to extracts 
from all different types of musicals, 

hear a synopsis of the plot, discuss 
your reaction to the show and its music 
in a friendly and relaxed atmosphere.  

‘All are welcome’ 

‘All are welcome, regardless of their 
experience and knowledge of musicals. 
Since the sessions started in 2014, over 
350 different shows have been 
featured. Now how many of you could 
name that many different shows? Do 
come and join the sessions to listen to 
and enjoy great music and expand your 
musical experience and knowledge.  

Sessions 

‘Sessions are held on alternate 
Wednesday afternoons, in the Yarrow 
Room of the Town Hall, starting at 2.00 
pm and finishing at 4.00 pm. There are 
five sessions per programme, three 
programmes per year. Cost per 
programme is £10. The next 
programme will start on April 6th 2022. 
Do contact me if you are interested in 
coming. ’     

Tas Smith at smithtas@hotmail.com  

‘Six’ the musical 

mailto:smithtas@hotmail.com
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GLOBETROTTERS  
 

‘I am delighted to say that 
we plan to hold a series of 
talks on the  Globe trotters 
theme again this Spring and 
this year back in the Town Hall lecture 
room.  It should be a great opportunity 
to meet together and to explore places 
in the world from which we have been 
cut off during the past two years.  

Illustrated talks 
‘The illustrated talks will take us to 
Norway, Ancient Greece,  Scotland, 
Argentina and the Indian Ocean and its 
Islands.   

Spring Programme 
‘They will take place on Friday mornings 
in April and May and the full timetable 
will be in the Spring programme when 
this is published.  I look forward to 
seeing many of you there’.   
Katharine Blake 
 

An ‘Out and About’ Art 
Group which combines a short 

walk with sketching either inside 
or out and visits to some exhibi-
tions/attractions in neighbouring 
towns is  proposed by Ann 
Coffey, ann.coffey@hotmail.com  
Please contact Ann if you are in-
terested in this Group. 

Are you interested in the Natural 
World and our part  in it? Would 

you be keen to learn about what we 
can do ourselves at a local level to 
contribute to the  environmental 
wellbeing of the town?  

We have a proposal to start an 
‘interest group’ that would meet on 
an occasional basis for talks, outings  
or local activities—such as tree or 
wild flower planting—throughout the 
year.  

If this is something you would like to 
hear more about, please email 
Bulletin@Lewesu3a.uk. If we get 
sufficient interest, we can discuss 
possible topics and activities in more 
detail. 

Possible Groups? 
You decide…. 

And a welcome return to….. 

The Out and About group will start up 
again in March. We have regular coach 
trips to places of interest - Stately 
homes, gardens, Art galleries, town 
tours, museums etc.  

We have members, but still more are 
welcome! All current members of the 
group have been contacted, but if 
others would like to join us, please 
contact Carol Morgan on 01273 477214 
or email carol.morgan21@hotmail.com 

THE OUT AND ABOUT GROUP  

mailto:ann.coffey@hotmail.com
mailto:carol.morgan21@hotmail.com
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Understanding Climate Change 
and its Economic Impacts: 
What do we know? How do we 
know it?  

Wed, Mar 30th 19:30 
Given by  
Professor Emeritus Sherman Robinson. 
Further details will be circulated shortly. 

We are still needing help  

The Committee is still looking for: 

Groups Co-ordinator 

Or, anyone with any skills or experience 
that they would like to share.  

If you think being a Trustee is not for 
you, don’t worry,  you can still make 
useful contributions, without the 
commitment of being a Committee 
member. We have several valuable 
Officers who have expressed a 
preference not to be on the Committee, 
although happy to attend the meetings 
occasionally if necessary.  

Please contact the Chair, Secretary, or 
any committee member if you would 
like to discuss this.  

 

 

Diving the Wrecks of Scapa Flow 
Wed, Feb 25th, 7.30pm 

Given by Chris Irvine 
 
 
 

 

Chris Irvine, a Master Scuba Diver Trainer, 
talks about exploring the wrecks of the 
German Fleet scuttled at Scapa Flow at the 
end of WW1.  
 

Christopher was born in Thurso and 
spent the years 1978 – 1991 living in the 
Orkney Islands. 
 

His grandfather had an interest in the 
scuttling of the German High Seas Fleet 
in Scapa Flow and used to take 
Christopher to the museum in 
Stromness and show him the artefacts 
from the scuttling. It was after he joined 
the Royal Air Force in 1994 that it 
became his main passion in life.  
 

His favourite dive site is the remaining 
wrecks and scrap sites in Scapa Flow. 
He is booked on the MV Valhalla in 
Scapa Flow in the first week of May 2022 
where he aims to get his 1000th dive. 
 

Click here to book your free place. 

Please note this talk will not be recorded. 

Lewes Public Lectures  

Comments, enquiries and suggestions about Bulletin welcome: Bulletin@Lewesu3a.uk  

mailto:Chair@lewesu3a.uk?subject=Committee%20Vacancy
mailto:Secretary@lewesu3a.uk?subject=Committee%20Vacancy
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/diving-the-wrecks-of-scapa-flow-tickets-258969393427
Tony Wheeler
Text Box
Wed, Feb 23rd, 7.30pm




