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Deer Sculpture in Coton Manor Garden   

Photo by Tony Locke. 
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Membership Information : The membership now stands at 
377.  There has been a slow trickle of new members which we 
hope will increase as we have more group meetings starting up. On 
the minus side we have lost two or three members who have or are 
about to move out of the area.  

 

Margaret Potter (Membership Secretary) 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR 
 

 

We are very sorry to report the death of member Phil 
Thake, and send our thoughts and condolences to his wife 
Joan and the family. 
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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR - Tony Davison 
 
After what has seemed like an eternity we finally 
seem to be emerging from the long Covid 
pandemic and are gradually getting back to 
something resembling normality.  I am writing 
this having just got back from Spain where I saw 
my daughter and granddaughter for the first time 
since Christmas 2019 and my six month old 
grandson for the first time ever.  Many of the 
people on the plane looked as if they had been 
travelling for similar reasons, or perhaps just for a change of scene 
after all the lockdowns and travel restrictions of the past months.  
The u3a too is starting to spring back to life.  Groups that have 
been dormant through the long Covid winter are planning to start 
operating again.  On September 14, for the first time since early 
last year, we can hold a general meeting at Christchurch.  Of 
course we still have some way to go and u3a meetings and the 
venues where they occur are still subject to national policies and 
guidelines, however bizarre these may sometimes seem.  Face 
masks have taken the place of older superstitions such as good luck 
charms and amulets.  Anyone who has visited a restaurant or pub 
in recent months will have wondered why a face mask that is not 
required while sitting down becomes mandatory the minute they 
stand up.  Unfortunately similar rules apply to our meetings.  So, 
while you are sitting down “socially distanced” and quietly listening 
to a speaker, you are encouraged to wear a face mask. At the end 
of the meeting, though, while sitting eating biscuits, drinking coffee 
and chatting to people, you can cast your mask aside.  Who on 
earth thinks up these rules?  It is truly a crazy world we live in! 
 
EDITORS NOTE:  By wearing a mask you are protecting others. We 
have a duty of care to you all, hence our decision to request you 
continue to wear one to meetings, especially when on the move or 
in restricted situations. 
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THIS SEPTEMBER MEETING – Tuesday 14th  September 
 

The Shuttlewood Clarke Foundation – Helen Baxter will talk 
about the history and work of this unique local charity founded in 
1989, based in Ulverscroft, Leicestershire. The main focus of the 
Foundation’s work is to ease loneliness and suffering and to offer 
comfort and support to the elderly and adults of all ages with 
disabilities throughout the Leicestershire area. 
 

We are delighted to be meeting again. Please respect the safety of 
others and follow the guidelines which were circulated in August if 
you are attending. Your badge will also be available to collect.  
 

OCTOBER MEETING – Tuesday 12th  October 

‘The Big Difference Company’ - Geoff Rowe BEM will talk about 
25 Years of the Leicester Comedy Festival. 
 

NOVEMBER  MEETING – Tuesday 9th November. Our speaker 
was from the NHS so you will understand that with the pressures 
they are under he has asked to defer his talk to sometime next 
year. Rest assured our speaker finder Keith is on the case and 
details of the replacement will be circulated in due course. 
 

NEWS FROM THE THIRD AGE TRUST  

The Third Age Trust is pleased to be working with the Design Age 
Institute to put our members' feedback at the heart of design for the 
future.  
 

We are all working to change the narrative and conversation around 
age. Our 'Pushback Against Ageism' campaign is working with a 
variety of partners to do this, including the Centre for Ageing Better. 
 

On another note, there are some great events coming up - one is 
below but you can see more on our website. NB this is the national 
website. 
 

Look out for the next Third Age Trust newsletter coming out later 
this month.  

Very best wishes Sam Mauger Chief Executive 

https://u3a.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=656ad5962b370cc9e2731d1ed&id=91f394ea35&e=cf7e42e95c
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Help Develop our Digital Strategy   

 

The Third Age Trust is developing a Digital Strategy to provide 
better support for local u3as and the u3a movement as a whole. 
This project, which will include Beacon and upgrading the Trust's 
systems, is being developed by u3a volunteers. If you have digital 
strategy experience, we would love to hear from you by 30 
September. 
 

News from the outgoing Chair of the Third Age Trust, Ian 
McCannah 

The Trust Board has a new look. Congratulations to Liz Thackray, 
our new Chair-elect, together with Michaela Moody, Vice Chair, and 
Derek Harwood, Treasurer. In addition to these three new Officers, 
Sue Shannon-Jones is the new Trustee for Wales and John Bent 
and Jean Hogg have been elected for a further year respectively in 
London and the East Midlands.” 
 
NEWS FROM THE REGIONAL TRUSTEE - Jean Hogg  

Congratulations to all those u3as that took part in 
u3a day. It has been wonderful hearing about the 
varied activities, from entries on the u3a day 
Facebook page, emails and reports at Network 
meetings. My overall impression is that a good time 
was had by all, and that the profile of u3a has been 
raised as a result. Several u3as have also recruited new members. 
Good luck to all of you who have events planned for the coming 
months and I hope that they are successful too.  

Support for u3as 
One of the interesting things to have developed over the last year is 
the way in which virtual workshops and meetings have attracted a 
wider audience than physical meetings may have done. Our recent 
workshops on “Developing your use of Facebook”, and on 
“Alternative ways of meeting”, were well supported and very useful. 
Thanks to both Jean Jackson and Liz Thackray for their input. 
 

mailto:clive.grace@u3a.org.uk?subject=Digital%20Strategy%20
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Technical support 

There is no doubt that those u3as, often small ones, that could not 
find anyone with technical knowhow, have struggled to maintain 
activities for their members over recent months. On the other 
hand, I know that some u3as have a plethora of members with the 
necessary skills. It would be extremely helpful if those members 
would be prepared to offer help and advice occasionally, to 
other u3as that need it. I would like to compile a list of members 
prepared to help, so that I could link them up when needed. Please 
do let me know if you would be happy to be on the list. 
Alternatively, if this is something you would prefer to organise 
within your Network, that would make sense too! 

I can be contacted on: jean.hogg@u3a.org.uk  or phone: 0744 322 
1688 

NEWS FROM THE NETWORK 

Are you aware that the Zoom App doesn’t update automatically? I 
know I wasn’t until recently and had missed several updates being 
issued. You should check this each time before you use the Zoom 
App to make sure you’re using the latest version. 
Open the App, click on the Profile button (green arrow below) near 
the top right-hand corner: 

 
Make sure you don’t click on the settings icon (red cross above) by 
mistake. Click on “Check for Updates” – 4th from bottom. Zoom will 
either start an update or tell you your version is up-to-date. It’s 
important because some functions only work in the latest version! 
So, if you’ve been looking for functions others can find and you 
can’t, you probably need to update! Source: Roger Prescott -

Network Coordinator⭐ u3a 40th ⭐ 

 

mailto:jean.hogg@u3a.org.uk
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NEWS FROM THE GROUPS COORDINATOR-  Neil Taylor 

There are currently 73 groups. 
There are 26 groups active using Zoom, Flickr and WhatsApp. Of 
these 20 use Zoom. This number will decline as 
more and more groups begin to meet in person 
again. 
I should continue to receive Group Convenors’ Risk 
Assessments for those groups beginning to meet 
within the guidelines, plus updates and replies from 
Convenors updating me on their plans. Again, with 
the restrictions having been relaxed by the 
Government, the need for these will be lessened, 
though there are a significant number of members 
and groups still cautious about meeting face to face. 
The following is a list of those groups meeting, or planning to meet 
face to face. 
 

Architecture: visits, indoors October Art Appreciation visits   
Architecture and Design visits   Bookworms venue 
Bridge 1 Indoors     Bridge 2 Indoors 
Chess Indoors from September  Craft 
Cryptic Crosswords 1    Current Affairs 2 
Discussion 2      Family History 
French Intermediate     Gardening 
Guitar       History 1 
Modern Novel      Natural History 
Needlework and Knitting    Petanque Boules 
Parks and Tea Room Strolls   Poetry Appreciation 
Rambling       Scrabble 1 
Science and Technology    Singing for Pleasure 
Shakespeare Venue from September Summer Croquet 
Table Tennis      Welsh Improvers 
 
Several of these groups have been meeting through Zoom Flickr 
and WhatsApp, so there is a cross over between lists.         
                          
Best wishes, Neil Taylor Leicester u3a Groups Co-ordinator  
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MEET THE CONVENOR – Muriel Harrison Convenor of the 
Singing For Pleasure Group 
 

Q: Are you originally from Leicester? 
A: No. I was born in Essex near Saffron Waldon in a small village 
with no running water. My father was the Baptist Minister there. 
 

Q: What brought you to Leicester? 
A: My husband had retired early from Aldermaston. We wanted to 
be near the M1 for easy access for our children who lived all over 
the world. We already knew of the Free Church here and so 
decided on Leicester. 
 

Q: What did you do before you retired? 
A: I was a teacher both here and before that in Kenya. 
  

Q: What made you join Leicester u3a, and what do you like most 
about it? 
A: It was recommended to me by existing members as something 
that would broaden my rather restricted horizons, and as 
somewhere that I would meet like-minded people and be able to 
learn and develop. What I like best is the social aspect and the new 
friends I’ve made. Having said that I also love getting new 
information from all the contacts I make. 
 

Q: What groups did you join to start with? 
A: Current Affairs. After that I was asked to form the Singing for 
Pleasure group and as a piano player became its convenor.  
  

Q: What’s your TV guilty pleasure? 
A: Countdown, daily. 
 
Q: What was the last book you read? 
A: ‘Up From the Ashes’ by “Dr A” with Samara Levy 
      

My grateful thanks to Muriel for her time.  
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REPORTS FROM THE GROUPS AND INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS 
 

BRIDGE 2    By the convenor Henry Paulinski 

Bridge 2 has prospered during the course of the pandemic and 
meets six times a month, on BridgeBase, Zoom and "live" in 
members' homes.  Apart from playing bridge, theoretical points are 
debated, using historical hands for purposes of illustrating the use 
of conventions and bidding techniques. 

An Unusual Garden   by Tony Locke 
 
Coton Manor Garden was new to me, but it may be familiar to 
many members. It is unusual, but not unique in having wildfowl 
and chickens wandering over the lawns and in the flower beds. 
There are one or two distinctive sculptures that fit in and enhance 
the visual impact. In the wildflower meadow there appears to be a 
stag; it is only at close quarters recognisable as a powerful metal 
wire sculpture. 
 
It is a garden for all seasons. The website is excellent for showing 
the beds, the extensive bluebell woods, the ponds and why it 
gained the Nation’s Favourite Garden Award. Susie Pasley-Tyler, the 
owner, with her husband Ian, is always working in the garden and 
enthusiastically discusses the planting schemes with visitors. 
To be wandering at close quarters with a pair of flamingos or 
whistling ducks was an unusual garden experience  
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Digital Photography 

The group have reached the letter M in their pursuit of the alphabet 
in photographs. 

 

Mooring the 
boat near 
Foxton – by 
Irene Ault 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘’Maintain’ and ‘Mill’ - by Cliff Ault 
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PUZZLE CORNER 

 

A Sudoku (created by Cliff Ault – member of Cryptic Crossword 2 
Group)  
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Sudoku  Solution 
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ABOUT THE NEWSLETTER 
 

Delivery  

The newsletter is now being printed again. Those who have sent 
the secretary stamps will begin to receive copies after any general 
meeting they are unable to attend. If you would like copies posted 
to you in future please send the secretary a supply of stamps with a 
request and your full address. It will also continue to be delivered 
to members by email as a pdf file before each monthly meeting.  

Contributions 

Firstly, a big thank you to all those who responded to my previous 
plea for articles. A bumper bundle resulting in a very interesting 
and diverse selection but I need more please. Keep them coming! 
  

The deadline for items to be included in the October 
newsletter is Tuesday 28th September 2021. Contributions 
(from convenors and members) should be sent to the editor at: 
newsletter@leicester u3a.org.uk  

If you want to submit your entry as hard copy, please contact the 
Editor/ Membership Secretary for the postal address. 

We are always pleased to receive brief reports from groups about 
their recent activities and extend our thanks to all the authors who 
have done so. Please keep them coming. The occasional picture 
would be welcome as well. Please keep all articles to a 
maximum of about 350 words. If you have a story or a report 
that is considerably longer than that, we can edit it into two (or 
more if it’s very long!) shorter articles to be published in 
subsequent newsletters if we are short of space.  
 

IMPORTANT – We are still looking for an editor to take over 
producing this publication. Please contact me for more 
details. 
 

Margaret Potter 

mailto:newsletter@leicesteru3a.org.uk

