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Membership Information : The membership now stands at 
378.  There has been a slow trickle of new members which we 
hope will increase as we have more group meetings starting up.  

Margaret Potter (Membership Secretary) 
 
 
 

Having trouble contacting people with ‘CALL GUARDIAN’ 
phones? If you get a message asking you to say your name and 
then press ‘hash’ do you know what to do?  The ‘hash’ key is the 

one that looks like this - # NOT the * ‘star’ key. I have had a 

number of members make this simple mistake so hope this 
message is useful (Editor) 
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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR - Tony Davison 
Earlier this month, after a year and a half in which normal u3a 
service was suspended during the pandemic, we were back at 
Christchurch for the first monthly meeting without Zoom.  Group 
meetings and coffee mornings have re-started as well.  It is really 
good to be getting back to normal but there is a down side to this.  
Now that things are starting to happen we need people to organise 
them.  Our constitution provides for a Committee of 15.  Following 
last year’s AGM the Committee consisted of 8 members and seven 
vacancies.  We have recently been able to co-opt two more people 
but that still leaves us at two thirds full strength.  Apart from the 
obvious problems that this causes, a situation in which the 
Committee selects itself is far from ideal in a democratic 
organisation.  Committee membership is not the only problem.  
Every meeting at Christchurch requires the physical input of a lot of 
people.  Screens and microphones have to be arranged for the 
speaker.  Volunteers provide tea and biscuits after the meeting and 
subsequently do the washing up.  Tables and chairs have to be set 
out in the hall and put away again afterwards.  There is no 
shortage of jobs to be done.  There have been suggestions that, 
unless more members are willing to get involved, Leicester u3a 
might have to close.  That might sound extreme but we have had 
situations where groups have had to close because their convenors 
had resigned and nobody else in the group was willing to take the 
role on.  So, if you feel you can help in any way, do please contact 
someone on the Committee and help preserve the u3a. 
 
PROGRAMME 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

GENERAL MEETING PROPOSED CHANGE 
The committee would like to start the general meeting a 
little earlier and from November hope to start at 2:30 
instead of 2:45. If any member has views or suggestions 
please send them to committee@leicesteru3a.org.uk or 
telephone myself on 0116 2911814 

mailto:committee@leicesteru3a.org.uk
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OCTOBER MEETING – Tuesday 12th October 

‘The Big Difference Company’ - Geoff Rowe has led the 
development of the annual Leicester Comedy Festival since 1994, 
and in 2019 set up The UK Kids’ Comedy Festival. During the early 
days of the comedy festival, Geoff led on the programme and 
development of networks of partnerships, both locally and 
nationally. The first festival in 1994 featured artists including Rhona 
Cameron, Harry Hill and Nick Park, who had just won his first Oscar 
for Wallace and Gromit. Since then the festival has attracted over 
4,300 comedians to Leicester. Over the years he has worked with 
many comedians and performers including Norman Wisdom, Jo 
Brand, Barry Cryer, Sarah Millican, Jasper Carrott, Jeremy Hardy 
and Romesh Ranganathan. 
In 2012 he was awarded an Honorary Doctorate from De Montfort 
University and in 2013 a British Empire Medal as part of the 
Queen’s birthday honours. 
Geoff has produced comedy performances, both in Leicester and 
across the UK, including the annual Leicester Mercury Comedian of 
the Year, Comedy in the Dark, The Preview Show, Old Folks Telling 
Jokes, Comedy Heaven & the official tribute show to Sir Norman 
Wisdom OBE.  

Geoff has spoken to many different groups including the Institute of 
Directors, the Royal Society for the Encouragement of Arts, 
Manufactures and Commerce (RSA), the Business Club and the 
UKPHA Conference. He recently contributed to BBC One’s “The Big 
Question” programme, presented by Nicky Campbell and was a 
guest on BBC Radio 2’s The Arts Show, interviewed by Claudia 
Winkleman.  
Geoff is passionate about arts and culture, especially the 
contribution it can play in improving health & wellbeing. He is also a 
keen audience member at any outdoor performance which involves 
pyrotechnics. If you follow Geoff on Twitter you will know he also 
loves baking and Coronation Street.  
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NOVEMBER  MEETING – Tuesday 9th November.  

‘Location, Location’ - Caroline Roberts a Blue Badge Guide, will 
talk about Stoneygate and Clarendon Park. Who made it, who lived 
there ad who wanted to get out?  
 

NEWS FROM THE THIRD AGE TRUST (TAT) (extracted from 
their newsletter) 

Growing the Future 
As part of the u3a 40th anniversary, national u3a are creating a u3a 
woodland. It demonstrates the power of the collective u3a voice 
and the contribution that we are making for future generations.  
Read more on our website and buy a tree or copse on the brand 
centre.  
 

Feed into the u3a Vision for the Future 
u3a is developing its vision for the future and we want to hear from 
you. You can comment using the email address 
strategy@u3a.org.uk or by completing the online survey on our 
website.  
 

Can You Help? 
The u3a movement is only possible because of the time and 
commitment that you give to help our many committees run 
smoothly. One of those key committees is the Third Age Trust’s 
governance committee, which is responsible for overseeing the 
legal responsibilities and duties of the Board and the legal 
documentation, policies and guidance needed for u3as.  
 
The committee meets on average 4-6 times a year and meetings 
are via Zoom. The Third Age Trust wishes to encourage one or two 
more people to join the Governance Committee. If you have 
knowledge on the legal requirements for charities, risk 
management or auditing, either financial or quality systems please 
consider helping us by applying for the role. 
 

 

https://u3a.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=656ad5962b370cc9e2731d1ed&id=e57de5c1bd&e=cf7e42e95c
https://u3a.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=656ad5962b370cc9e2731d1ed&id=04243f6bc1&e=cf7e42e95c
https://u3a.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=656ad5962b370cc9e2731d1ed&id=04243f6bc1&e=cf7e42e95c
mailto:strategy@u3a.org.uk?subject=Feed%20into%20the%20u3a%20Vision%20for%20the%20Future%20
https://u3a.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=656ad5962b370cc9e2731d1ed&id=53f84585a7&e=cf7e42e95c
https://u3a.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=656ad5962b370cc9e2731d1ed&id=53f84585a7&e=cf7e42e95c
mailto:communications@u3a.org.uk?subject=Governance%20Committee%20Role
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Chair of the Third Age Trust, Liz Thackray 

A lot has happened in the last month, with the AGM on 26 August 
and a complete change in the officers of the Board, an opportunity 
for the new Board to meet informally and the laying down the 
foundations for a number of new initiatives. We all appreciated the 
opportunity to meet in person, particularly perhaps those of us new 
to the Board. 

Working groups have been established to consider and make 
recommendations on our future digital strategy and to review the 
governance of the Trust. Another group is developing the proposals 
shared by Jeff Carter following the formal business of the AGM. 
More of this in the coming months. 

It can feel that the work undertaken by the Board is a million miles 
away from the activity of local u3as, but it is important we all feel 
part of a single movement. One way in which we can demonstrate 
this is in our planning for celebrating our 40th birthday next year 
and in planning for u3a day/week 2022. The past 18 months have 
been challenging, but these celebrations offer a focus for us to 
demonstrate our life and vitality and to attract new members. 

Personally, I am looking forward to working with colleagues on the 
Board and members of staff as well as meeting u3a members both 
over the ether and in person. 

 
NEWS FROM THE GROUPS COORDINATOR-  Neil Taylor 

Groups continue to begin meeting face to face with 
members getting in touch to tell me of their plans. 
Thank you for all your messages, and all are duly 
noted. 
With groups meeting again comes the realisation 
that new members are needed. I am certain that the 
following is just a taste of the spaces available, as 
everybody considers their plans. 
 
First Debbie Hartridge, Convenor of History 1, has 
sent me a message. This is an extract. 
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“We have two spaces in the History 1 group, and we are open for 
two new members.  It is a lovely group.  A member gives a talk of 
about one hour and the remaining time is spent either discussing 
the subject or just enjoying social contact with each other.“ 
Please contact Debbie on history1@leicesteru3a.org.uk  in the first 
instance, and Debbie can arrange to chat to anyone interested in 
joining. 
 
History 2 will hold their first face to face meeting on Monday 18th 
October – third Monday of the month. Convenor Mike Bates invites 
two more members, and he would be happy to talk on 
history2@leicesteru3a.org.uk  
 
Bookworms, Leicester u3a’s novel reading group, and one of our 
“Trilogy” of Book groups, the others being Modern Novel and 
Reading for Pleasure 1, sends this message 
“Do you love reading? If so, why not join us at Bookworms? We are 
a novel-reading group that meets at 10.30 on the first Wednesday 
of every month at The Good Earth (off Halford Street) in Leicester.  
 
Come along and share books you love with others and read new 
books others love and would like to share with you. Please contact 
the convenor Nick Arlett first on bookworms@leicesteru3a.org.uk  
and the group looks forward to welcoming you.  
 
And we have a suggested new group. Would anybody be interested 
in a Leicester u3a Film Club? Do get in touch and we can see what 
we can do, including advertising at the next Monthly Meeting. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:history1@leicesteru3a.org
mailto:history2@leicesteru3a.org
mailto:bookworms@leicesteru3a.org
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MEET THE CONVENOR – Bob Collins, Convenor of the Bridge 
1 Group 
 

Q: Are you originally from Leicester? 
A: No. I was born and brought up in Bournemouth. 
 

Q: What brought you to Leicester? 
A: I was living in Sunbury-on-Thames and working in Kingston 
when I was made redundant in 2002. I got a job in Leicester in 
2003 as this was a hotspot in my particular speciality. 
 

Q: What did you do before you retired? 
A: I worked in pensions administration for a firm of independent 
financial advisers.  
 

Q: What made you join Leicester u3a and what do you like most 
about it? 
A: I was looking for a group to play bridge with and someone 
mentioned u3a. After joining and expressing an interest in bridge, 
Ron Brandon rang me and said that I was the eighth person 
interested in bridge and would I like set up the bridge group and 
become the convenor! (Ed: Ron was groups co-ordinator at the 
time) 
 

Q: What groups did you join to start with? 
A:  Well, bridge obviously, and later current affairs and discussion 
groups. 
 

Q: What’s your TV guilty pleasure? 
A:  I watch Only Connect and University Challenge every week and 
I like Scandies and other detective dramas. 
 

Q: What was the last book you read? 
A:  I don’t read many books as I have multiple subscriptions to 
various magazines. However, I did recently read Angels and 
Demons by Dan Brown. 
      
My grateful thanks to Bob for his time.  
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REPORTS FROM THE GROUPS AND INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS 
 

Architecture and Design Group Tour of the Houses in the 
Botanic Garden  

 
The Architecture and 
Design Group is 
making a series of 
outdoor visits 
following on from its 
programme of Zoom 
talks over the winter 
and early summer. 
We had heard that 
Leicester University 
had moved all the 
students and staff out 

of Hastings and The Knoll Houses in the Botanic Garden, perhaps 
heralding their sale.  We thought it important to have a tour round 
the outside of the four Grade II listed houses while it was still 
possible to get close enough to examine their architectural features.  
 

Rowan Roenisch, a member of the Victorian Society in Leicester and 
a retired De Montfort University lecturer, led our tour. The houses 
were built for wealthy Leicester industrialists, three of them 
between 1902 and 1907. The fourth, Southmeade, is completely 
different from the other three and was built in 1927 in the neo-
Georgian style. Rowan picked out lots of features of medieval 
vernacular and some renaissance details in the three older houses. 
She quizzed us on our architectural knowledge- for instance, what 
type of columns were these on the summer house on the side of 
Hastings House? What type of bond is in the brickwork in The 
Knoll? What was the architectural term given to these windows in 
The Knoll?  
       

After our tour the Friends of the Botanic Garden provided us with a 
welcome cup of tea and home-made cakes in Beaumont Hall, 
another of the four houses.    Veronica Matthew (Convenor) 
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Close Encounters      Tony Locke - member 
 
Garden and nature reserve visits for me are usually to photograph 
flowers. Sometimes my attention is drawn to what is on, in, or 
under a plant or weed. Once an unfamiliar insect is spotted, the 
search for others becomes the objective. I’ve tried to learn to be 
patient. They are very elusive. Getting down on hands and knees 
can seem, perhaps unnecessarily, to be risky - in Minsmere, the 
RSPB Suffolk reserve, there are adders. Inadvertently disturbing a 
wasp can, when lifting leaves, be a disincentive to finding, 
hopefully, an exotic insect. So many that are nectar seeking on 
flowers are bees. As there are 270 species of them in Britain, it’s 
easy to chance on an unfamiliar one. Those that I’ve chosen have 
also landed on beautiful flowers, inviting a photograph. 
 
The insects I’ve alighted upon, or, in some cases, that have landed 
on other people, may be very familiar to members, but most of 
them are new to me. I haven’t been looking for them or studying 
their habitats, so I don’t know their names. They’re beautiful and 
don’t linger long to be photographed. There are exceptions - trying 
to capture a photograph of a dragonfly is exasperating. Then one 
lands on the foot of a person sitting nearby. Fortunately, the 
tentative negotiations to ask the person to not move ensured that 
the dragonfly was allowed to stay for its portrait to be taken. It 
seemed to be fascinated by the dark blue sandal strap. It was 
absorbed, perhaps tasting the leather or the skin, so the elusive 
became a close and lingering encounter. 
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PUZZLE CORNER 

 

A Sudoku (created by Cliff Ault – member of Cryptic Crossword 2 
Group)  
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Sudoku  Solution 
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ABOUT THE NEWSLETTER 

Delivery  

The newsletter is now being printed again. Those who have sent 
the secretary stamps will begin to receive copies after any general 
meeting they are unable to attend. If you would like copies posted 
to you in future please send the secretary a supply of stamps with a 
request and your full address. It will also continue to be delivered 
to members by email as a pdf file before each monthly meeting.  

Contributions 

Firstly, a big thank you to all those who responded to my previous 
plea for articles but I need more please. Keep them coming! 
  

The deadline for items to be included in the November 
newsletter is Tuesday 26th October 2021. Contributions should 
be sent to the editor at: newsletter@leicester u3a.org.uk  

If you want to submit your entry as hard copy, please contact the 
Editor/ Membership Secretary for the postal address. 

We are always pleased to receive brief reports from groups about 
their recent activities and extend our thanks to all the authors who 
have done so. Please keep them coming. The occasional picture 
would be welcome as well. Please keep all articles to a 
maximum of about 350 words. If you have a story or a report 
that is considerably longer than that, we can edit it into two (or 
more if it’s very long!) shorter articles to be published in 
subsequent newsletters if we are short of space.  
 

IMPORTANT – We have a new editor. Karen Closs – a new 
member and addition to the committee has bravely agreed 
to take this on and I will be transferring it to her over the 
next couple of months. Thank you Karen for stepping up.  

 

‘Outgoing’ Editor - Margaret Potter 

mailto:newsletter@leicesteru3a.org.uk
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Could your 
entry fill this 

page? 

 
Please keep your articles coming 

to 
newsletter@leicesteru3a.org.uk 
so that Karen has plenty to work 

with.  

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:newsletter@leicesteru3a.org.uk
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Or this one? 

 
Thank you to our ‘regular’ 

contributors. Keep up the good work.  

 

Now that groups are starting to meet 
again there must be more items of 

interest out there! 

 


