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Committee news – We are delighted to say that Karen Closs and 
Bob Collins have volunteered, and been co-opted onto the 
committee. 
 

Membership Information : The membership now stands at 383.  
There has been a slow trickle of new members which we hope will 
increase as we have more group meetings starting up.  

Later this month or early December you will receive a reminder 
about renewing your membership for next year. Please look out 
for the email/letter and if you haven’t received it by the end 
of the first week in December contact me urgently please.  

Margaret Potter (Membership Secretary 
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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR - Tony Davison 
 

One of the problems faced by the Chair of Leicester u3a is the  
monthly demand for a piece for the Newsletter.  There are many 
things I could write about but very few of them would be 
appropriate in the Newsletter, so it is a requirement that tests my 
very limited creative writing ability.  In the early days the Covid 
pandemic came to my rescue by regularly providing new material to 
waffle on about. However, the Covid crisis is over (chorus: “oh no it 
isn’t!”) so I need something else to write about.  This month, 
inspiration came in the form of Geoff Crowe’s talk about the 
Leicester Comedy Festival. The Festival has become a much loved 
feature of Leicester and one which has helped to put the city on the 
map. As such, it could be seen as just another interesting talk in the 
u3a calendar.  What was particularly inspiring was Geoff’s own story.  
In case you were not at his talk, the festival started as an idea for 
his final year project at the then Leicester Polytechnic.  His tutors 
said it was a rubbish idea and suggested a festival of eastern 
European theatre instead.  Bravely, he stuck to his guns, which all 
goes to show that those in authority do not always know best.  He 
never did say what grade they gave to his project!  After the talk I 
was told kindly (and rightly) that I had not chaired the question and 
answer session very well.   Of course, no-one chairing a meeting 
wants to be too pompous and bossy.  Addressing a large group is 
something that is definitely not within my comfort zone.  Also, in 
fairness to myself, such sessions are often a bit chaotic as 
instructions to await the arrival of the roving microphone are widely 
ignored, with the result that half the audience can’t hear the 
question. The thought did occur to me, a couple of days after the 
meeting, that one of the offenders had been me.  I asked a question 
without waiting for the microphone, thereby disobeying my own 
instruction. Anyway, I have reviewed my performance and have 
resolved that next time, anyone who asks a question without putting 
their hand up first will be told to shut up, sit down and wait for the 
roving microphone to arrive.  That should sort it.  With that 
approach what could possibly go wrong? 
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PROGRAMME 

 
OCTOBER MEETING REPORT -Geoff Rowe of the Leicester 
Comedy Festival 
What do you do if Ken Dodd’s dog bites you and its jaws lock 
around your hand? And if Norman Wisdom’s son rings you up and 
offers his father’s archive to you? 
We were delighted to hear the answers to these and other questions 
at our last Monthly Meeting when Geoff Rowe, the man behind the 
Leicester Comedy Festival and the UK Kids Comedy Festival, gave a 
talk. Having collaborated with Jo Brand, Barry Cryer, Sarah Millican, 
Jeremy Hardy, Jasper Carrot and Romesh Ranganathan, we hoped 
he would have stories and experiences to share, and he didn’t 
disappoint. 
In a talk looking back over his career and the year-round work he 
does organising the Comedy Festival, Geoff reminded us that 
laughter is a distinctly human characteristic. Hyenas actually don’t 
laugh, but dolphins, dogs and apes do have a similar response. 
Chimpanzees respond in the same way that babies do to being 
tickled. As Maya Angelou said: “(We shouldn’t) trust anyone who 
doesn’t laugh” 
Starting from a Buckinghamshire village, his career included putting 
on puppet shows, asking Michael Eavis if he could take over 
Glastonbury at the age of 14, working for a record label, the Town 
and Country Club, and the Marquee before earning a degree in Arts 
Administration from De Montfort University. He started the Comedy 
Festival with  letters to Tony Slattery, Sean Hughes and Sue 
Townsend, who all became patrons. Answering questions he told us 
about Ken Dodd, his dog, and the night he agreed to make a guest 
appearance only but was still telling jokes an hour later.   Neil Taylor 
  

General meetings normally start at 2:45pm. The doors open 
to members at 2:15pm. Please don’t come earlier than that 
as we are setting up and moving furniture and equipment 
and there may be a risk of injury to you. Thank you for your 

cooperation, and please remember your face covering. 
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NOVEMBER MEETING – Tuesday 9th November.  

‘Location, Location’ - Caroline Roberts a Blue Badge Guide, will 
talk about Stoneygate and Clarendon Park. Who made it, who lived 
there and who wanted to get out?  

THERE IS NO MEETING IN DECEMBER. 

JANUARY MEETING – Tuesday 11th January 2022 

This meeting is for members who wish to renew their membership 
or just come for a coffee and a chat. There is no speaker. The 
membership secretary will be on hand to receive your cheque or 
cash if you have not already renewed. 

ALL MEMBERS COFFEE MORNINGS  Sandra Barker – Hospitality 
and Wellbeing 

Thank you to everyone who came 
along to our recent All Members 
coffee morning, held at the 
Friends Meeting House. It was 
lovely to see everyone having a 
catch up over a cuppa and 
biscuits. The next one is on 
Tuesday 16th November, so why 
not come and join us. 
 

NEWS FROM THE THIRD AGE TRUST (TAT) (extracted from 
their newsletters) 

The National Newsletter is a great way to keep in touch with what is 
going on across the movement and share ideas. If you have not had 
a chance to sign up yet, please do so via their website.  

Contribute to our u3a strategy - A message from Allan 
Walmsley, Trustee for the West Midlands. - I’m the lead Trustee for 
an exciting new exercise that we’re embarking on and that’s the 
creation of a new strategy for the u3a movement. We’ve already 
had some initial ideas and they are on the u3a website. You can 
have a look at them under ‘About Us’ and ‘Vision.’ Now this is your 
opportunity to take part and your opportunity to tell us what you 
really think about what the movement should be doing in the future. 

https://u3a.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=656ad5962b370cc9e2731d1ed&id=3cc1ed5b1c&e=443be19716
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There are three ways to express your views. The first one is through 
a dedicated email address that we’ve set up – that is 
strategy@u3a.org.uk – and we would love to hear from you. We 
would love to hear individual voices that hopefully will form a 
collective view about what we should be doing in the future. There 
are also some focus groups that have been set up throughout the 
country, including Wales and Scotland. Again, we’ll be asking u3a 
members through those focus groups to tell us their ideas about 
what we should be doing. Finally, there’s a survey, which is attached 
to the u3a national newsletter express which you’ve just been 
reading. Again, the idea is follow the survey through and tell us 
what you think. So, we’ll try and pull everything together by the end 
of the year and we will make sure that there are some firm 
proposals developed that will go back to the movement early next 
year. So the message from me is quite simple: don’t delay, tell us 
what you think. 

Chair of the Third Age Trust, Liz Thackray (extract) 

Meeting together highlighted how much the restrictions of the past 
months have influenced us, our relationships and expectations. We 
all face additional pressures. More than ever we need to be patient 
with each other in what is still a difficult time.   And……. 
 

TATTL (our trading company) and the Governance committee have 
successfully recruited new members through adverts here and in 
Third Age Matters. Now other committees will adopt this 
approach. If you see an advert that interests you, please consider 
applying, however much or little u3a experience you have.   
 
NEWS FROM THE REGIONAL TRUSTEE Jean Hogg 
 

East Midlands Conference  
At the start of my 4th year as your Trustee, it was 
wonderful to be joined by around 90 people at 
Eastwood Hall on 29th September. I am so grateful to 
the team of people who helped me to organise the first 
East Midlands Conference for over five years. We were 
fortunate to be able to hear both the national Chair and 
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Vice Chair speak, and have received many very appreciative 
comments. I hope that the enthusiasm and ideas generated will 
continue to spread around the region. 
u3a Day 2022  
The TAT Board has agreed that for the next 5 years u3a day will be 
during the week containing 21st September. Next year this will be 
from 17th – 25th September. This should allow u3as to hold events 
on the day that suits their community best. 
 

NEWS FROM THE NETWORK 
 

Battlefield Heritage Centre & Country Park Ambion Lane, 
Sutton Cheney, Nuneaton CV13 0AD Tel: 01455 290429 
Event: Christmas Fair 
 

Email: bosworth@leics.gov.uk Web: www.bosworthbattlefield.org.uk  
Date: Friday 26th November 
Time: 6:00pm – 9:00pm 
Cost: Free Entry to the fair. Santa’s Grotto £3.50. 
Description: Join us for a very festive market. Explore a range of 
craft and artisan stalls around site and visit Santa at his grotto! 
 

NEWS FROM THE GROUPS COORDINATOR - Neil Taylor 

As we very gradually escape the clutches of the last eighteen 
months, the list of groups meeting normally, or planning 
to, grows. Thanks for all your messages telling me of your 
plans, ideas and suggestions, and do keep sending them.  
Groups Inviting New Members  
Cryptic Crosswords 2, and Convenor Barbara Russell, has 
sent a message inviting new members. The group is one 
of the very many in Leicester u3a who have met 
throughout the lockdowns on Zoom, and it continues to do so. 
Contact Barbara on cryptic2@leicesteru3a.org.uk  
History 1, has two spaces. Please contact convenor Debbie Hartridge 
on history1@leicesteru3a.org  in the first instance, and Debbie can 
arrange to chat to anyone interested in joining. 
History 2   Convenor Mike Bates invites two more members, and he 
would be happy to talk on history2@leicesteru3a.org  

mailto:bosworth@leics.gov.uk
http://www.bosworthbattlefield.org.uk/
mailto:cryptic2@leicesteru3a.org.uk
mailto:history1@leicesteru3a.org
mailto:history2@leicesteru3a.org
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Bookworms, one of Leicester u3a’s novel reading groups. Please 
contact the convenor, Nick Arlett, first, on 
bookworms@leicesteru3a.org  and the group look forward to 
welcoming you.  
New Groups 
The proposed Film Club is nearly ready to start. It has a good 
number of people who are interested, plenty of ideas for meetings, 
and wants to invite as many people as possible to the showings.  Do 
get in touch with me at groups@leicesteru3a.org.uk in the first 
instance; and I will continue to advertise it at the Monthly Meetings. 
 

Also, suggested by our member Jan Provis, is a new Knitting and 
Craft group. She has room for eight people. Are you interested in 
knitting and craftwork? Do send your enquiries to me 
groups@leicesteru3a.org.uk in the first instance.  
 

Finally, no u3a is complete without a Ukulele group, and Leicester 
u3a is no exception. Thank you to Ian Knox, who has stepped down 
as convenor, for all his hard work. I wonder, is there any member 
who is a ukulele player who could lead a group of strummers 
through their paces? Ukulele is ideal as a starter before guitar, but is 
great in its own right. Food for thought!   
 

MEET THE CONVENOR – Sue Howard, Convenor of the How 
Hard Can It Be Group 
 

Q: Are you originally from Leicester? 
A: Yes, but I lived in London for 20 years. 
 

Q: What brought you back to Leicester? 
A: 20 years in London was enough and I now had a small daughter. 
 

Q: What did you do before you retired? 
A: I was a primary school teacher. 
 

Q: What made you join Leicester u3a and what do you like most 
about it? 
A: I have a love of learning and wanted to collaborate with other 
people. The u3a is a fabulous organisation which achieved both 
objectives.   
 

mailto:bookworms@leicesteru3a.org
mailto:groups@leicesteru3a.org.uk
mailto:groups@leicesteru3a.org.uk
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Q: What groups did you join to start with? 
A:  Walking, current affairs and scrabble.  I am also a former Chair.  
 

Q: What’s your TV guilty pleasure? 
A:  Drama of any type. 
 

Q: What was the last book you read? 
A:  I am currently listening to “Dreams of Joy” by Lisa See on audio 
book.   
      

My grateful thanks to Sue for her time.  
 

REPORTS FROM THE GROUPS AND INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS 
 

Autumn Lowdown      Tony Locke 
 

A visit to Anglesey Abbey in Cambridgeshire is both relaxing and 
stimulating. Strolls round the gardens provide the former at any time 
of the year, but there is quietness at the end of the summer when 
the birds have finished their courting choruses and children have 
returned to school.  
 

The paintings in the house are thought-provoking. A room dedicated 
to scenes of Windsor Castle (a collection second only to the Royal 
one) includes autumn vistas. The Anglesey Abbey website shows the 
woodland and the avenue of trees in colours comparable to the 
North American Fall. 
 

This year, the last week in September, the trees still appeared in 
vigorous growth with their various shades of green. But, on the 
lawns and gardens there were the first signs of autumn. The leaves 
shone with golden and bronze colours. There were early signs of 
contorted shrivelling and clearly defined veins. The venation of the 
leaf fallen on rose petals seems to be arching towards the sun. 
 

Amongst the depleted rose bed, glorious golden dahlia heads defied 
the surrounding decay. But in another garden, a dustbin lid filled 
with deadheaded dahlias was evidence of a gardener hastening the 
onset of autumn. The flowers were still defying the season with 
flower arrangement pretensions. 
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Visit to Brookfield Veronica Matthew Convenor  
 

The Architecture and Design Group had an excellent tour round the 
new developments at Brookfield on London Road. Our tour was led 
by the University of Leicester's Director of Estates, Michael Flanagan. 
He is in charge of 700 staff so we were most impressed that he gave 
us an hour of his time.  
 

In 2013 the university bought Brookfield from De Montfort University 
who had run the Charles Frears School of Nursing and Midwifery in 
the building. It is now the home of the University Business School 
which was formed in 2016 by the merger of the economics and 
management departments. The architects of the new developments 
were Shepheard Epstein Hunter who have also been involved with 
the rebuilding work in the Percy Gee Building on the main university 
campus and with the construction of the Space Park which is off 
Abbey Lane close to the Space Centre. These developments, 
together with the buildings on the Freeman's Common site are part 
of a £500M regeneration of the university estate. 
 

The original house, built in 1876, has been beautifully refurbished 
and retains the intricate stained glass.  The stripped main staircase 
was particularly stunning. The house was built for Thomas Fielding 
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Johnson who owned a profitable worsted spinning business. After 
the First World War he donated the land on which the University of 
Leicester now stands and the former asylum building in which the 
original university college was housed.  
 

The new building fits in well with the old house as it has similar 
colour bricks and is clad in copper. At the back is a separate oval 
lecture theatre with a most intricate pattern in the brickwork, we 
were briefly taken inside for a peep, the students can see greenery 
through the windows. The former stables have been converted into 
seminar rooms and a small café. Surprisingly there were some 
student vegetable gardens behind the stables.  
 

We liked the way that the front fence has been removed and the 
buildings are now visible from London Road. Local residents are able 
to walk through the grounds of Brookfield, in the same way as the 
public have access to the main university campus.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Architecture & Design Group with           The original house with the new  

Michael Flanagan, Director of Estates         building and stable block  beyond 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The new building with the stable block   The oval lecture theatre 
    Beyond 
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DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY 
 
 Deceive or Mislead  

 
 Street art seen on Humberstone  
   Gate  
 
   By Irene Ault   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How to be a U3A Convenor     Henry Paulinski 
 

Neil Taylor, the groups coordinator, has recently revised the 
Convenors’ Handbook. To complement this, I would like to offer a 
little bit of advice for starting up and managing a group. I am 
submitting these hints as someone who has both started and 
continued to run 3 groups.  
 

1. Be patient when recruiting members to a new Group. Discussion 
Group 2 started with just three recruits, but now boasts over a 
dozen. 
 

2. Don’t be discouraged when people leave the Group. There will 
always be clashes of personality as well as changes of heart. 
 

3. Don’t be afraid to change hosting venues, especially now, after 
lockdown, some people are more ready to host a Group. 
 

4. Get to know your Group socially, if they want this. This does not 
necessarily mean meeting up in a pub: take an interest in your 
colleagues and they may end up becoming your friends! 
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5.  Ring the changes with the format of Group meetings, to make 
them more inclusive. For example, in Current Affairs 2, we have 
changed the type of Group participation from individuals contributing 
news items, to the convenor collating articles and putting them out 
for members’ comments. No doubt we will try a fresh format in due 
course. 
 

6. Use the versatility the internet provides: many of us are now dab 
hands at zoom and other on-line platforms, so why not intersperse 
“live” meetings with a few “virtual” get-togethers? One of our  
bridge groups uses zoom, BridgeBase, as well as personal contact, 
and the number of monthly sessions has risen from 4-5 to 7-8. 
 

7. Try to adhere to the tenets of u3a: Live, Laugh, Learn and ensure 
everyone has a good time and is eager to attend the next session 
with renewed anticipation. Be inclusive and have fun! 
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PUZZLE CORNER 

 

A Killer Sudoku (created by Cliff Ault – member of Cryptic 
Crossword 2 Group)  
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Sudoku  Solution 
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ABOUT THE NEWSLETTER 

Delivery  

The newsletter is now being printed again. Those who have sent the 
secretary stamps will begin to receive copies after any general 
meeting they are unable to attend. If you would like copies posted 
to you in future please send the secretary a supply of stamps with a 
request and your full address. It will also continue to be delivered to 
members by email as a pdf file before each monthly meeting.  

Contributions 

A big thank you to all those who responded to previous pleas for 
articles. Please keep them coming! 
 
PHOTOS – Please remember to get permission from any people in 
your photos for us to publish them. This permission will be assumed 
if you send them to the editor. 
  

The deadline for items to be included in the January 
newsletter is Tuesday 28th December 2021. There is no 
newsletter in December. Contributions should be sent to the editor 
at: newsletter@leicesteru3a.org.uk  

If you want to submit your entry as hard copy, please contact the 
Editor or Membership Secretary for the postal address. 

We are always pleased to receive brief reports from groups about 
their recent activities and extend our thanks to all the authors who 
have done so. Please keep them coming. The occasional picture 
would be welcome as well. Please keep all articles to a 
maximum of about 350 words. If you have a story or a report 
that is considerably longer than that, we can edit it into two (or 
more if it’s very long!) shorter articles to be published in subsequent 
newsletters if we are short of space.  
 

IMPORTANT –This is the first edition under the editorship of 
Karen Closs. You can contact Karen with articles and/or 
suggestions at newsletter@leicesteru3a.org.uk 

 

mailto:newsletter@leicesteru3a.org.uk
mailto:newsletter@leicesteru3a.org.uk

