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A spring visitor to the garden
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All meetings of Leicester U3A are currently suspended due
to the Coronavirus situation
The membership now stands at 427
Margaret Potter (Membership Secretary)
Message from the Chair
So here we are, one month older and still stuck at home trying to amuse
ourselves. So many familiar activities have been
put on hold or scrapped altogether, including all the
U3A events that have become part of our everyday
lives. Unfortunately, although there seems to be some
movement towards normal life resuming, it does not
include the U3A. The May Newssheet refers to the
National U3A statement to the effect that we must
continue to avoid face-to-face meetings until there is
a change in government guidance.
There have been wide variations in the way that the lockdown has affected different groups of people. Sadly, thousands have died as a result
of the virus, including members of this U3A. This has been a tragedy
for their friends and families. For so many younger people it has been
a potential or actual threat to their future prospects in what looks like a
looming economic catastrophe. For those who have not been so directly affected, the lockdown has been a bit of a pain, although many of us
have vulnerable friends or family members who are being ‘shielded’. For
them the whole crisis is more than a bore and is a real cause for concern.
There are compensations of course, at least for those who have not been
confined in flats or houses without gardens. The weather has been lovely,
enabling us to really appreciate the tranquility and clean air of a virtually
car-free city. Wildlife has had the opportunity to thrive without human
interference and gardens are full of the sound of birdsong. Even shopping has become exciting, once the worst of the panic-buying of soap
and toilet paper had died down. Sharing knowledge about which local
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shops have stocks of flour, yeast or other essential goods has contributed
to social cohesion.
Reactions to the lockdown have varied. At one extreme there are those
who think that ‘staying at home’ can include taking your virus-laden
family on 500 mile trips from London to the north-east and back. At
the other end of the scale are people who won’t leave home without
wearing a face mask and who hurriedly cross the road if they see anyone
coming towards them. On the plus side, fewer people on the streets has
led to total strangers adopting the very un-British custom of greeting
one another in a friendly fashion as they stroll past.
For those who are wondering what to do when they are not busy struggling to get refunds for cancelled holidays, the latest Newssheet has a
number of useful suggestions. My new hobby is collecting annoying
Covid-related clichés which have proliferated (I refuse to say ‘gone
viral’) during the lockdown. Among them are ‘unprecedented’ and ‘the
new normal’ although the really, really excruciating one has to be ‘stay
safe’.
So, enjoy developing old hobbies or starting new ones, or continue
doing whatever else you enjoy doing and stay safe. Oh no! Now I am
doing it myself!
Tony Davison
(Chair, Leicester U3A)
Mary Essinger Obituary
Mary Drusilla Essinger, who died recently,
epitomised the changes in Leicester since she
was born here 87 years ago. When she left
school, she worked in a hosiery factory, like so
many of her contemporaries, at a time when
Leicester was famous for this. She worked first
as a cutter and then in the design office of a
dress factory. She joined a local drama group
while at the factory and her interest in liter4		
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ature led to her becoming a published writer, producing, among other
things, a novel, Wounded Bird of Paradise, comedy scripts, Only When I
Laugh and an autobiography about her early working life, In my Fashion,
which won the 2005 Leicester Writers’ Club Trude Dub Award for the
best non-fiction book and How To Be a
Merry Widow. She overcame many of the
attitudes towards women that, in a later
era, may have taken her on a very different path. 25 years before retirement Mary,
with no formal qualifications but plenty
of drama experience & understanding
of how costumes were made “began 25
wonderful years as a full-time English
and Drama lecturer in Further Education at Southfields College. During that
time, Harold Wilson, of blessed memory,
created the Open University where people
like me who had missed out could take a degree in such life-enhancing
subjects as literature, music and philosophy.”
She was married to Theodore (Ted), a German Jewish immigrant and
their two sons James and Rupert were both successful academically, studying at Oxford University. Her son Rupert, visiting Mary from his home
in Los Angeles, died tragically at the end of 2017.
Mary lived in Wigston for virtually all of her life; she was always active
in local organisations, having been a life-long member of the Leicester
Writers’ Club, was Chair of the Wigston Civic Society and then editor of
the newsletter. Always active and energetic, she was also a member of the
Holiday Fellowship and the Leicestershire Footpaths Association, and
worked hard to create the Leicestershire Round, a 100 mile walk round
the whole county.
In recent years she was a keen member of U3A, belonging to both Oadby
& Wigston and Leicester. In the latter she pursued her interest in Shakespeare, where, in addition to attending the Shakespeare group, she found		
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ed a separate group to examine the Sonnets.
There will be a celebration of Mary’s life later this year and contact with
the family can be made through A J Atkinson & Son, 12 London Road,
Oadby LE2 5DG
Liz Brandow (Member of Leicester U3A)

Meet the Convenor
This month’s randomly-selected Convenor is Erica Canfield, Convenor of
the Discussion group.
Q: Are you originally from Leicester?
No, as a baby I lived in West Wickham, near Croydon. Apparently my
first 18 months were spent in a shelter in the garden, but of course I don’t
remember that. When our house was bombed, we moved around a lot
and ended up living with a young aunt in Bletchley. We didn’t get back
to the house till 1948. In the meantime, the government had repaired the
house, then requisitioned it!
Q: What brought you to Leicester?
In 1971, my husband got the headship of Welland Park Community College in Market Harborough, so we moved here.
Q: What work did you used to do before you retired?
I was a social worker, specialising in child care, in Leicester. I retired
because of Richard III: I was at retirement age, and my mobility wasn’t
good. But I had a good parking space near to my workplace. I was parking on top of Richard III! When they started the excavation I was no
longer able to park in Greyfriars, so I decided it was time to retire.
Q: What made you join Leicester U3A?
I’m an old friend of Liz Brandow and I’d been hearing about the U3A for
years but had never got round to it. So, one day I decided I’d give it a go.
Q: How long have you been a member of Leicester U3A?
6		
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About three or four years now.
Q: What groups did you join to start with?
Being into crafts, I started with Craft 2, but it didn’t quite suit the kind of
crafts I like. Then I discovered Elisabeth Watkins’ Needlework and Knitting group which was perfect for me. After that, I joined the Discussion
group and Current Affairs.
Q: What groups are you Convenor of?
I became Convenor of the Discussion group when the previous Convenor stepped down. This was just before lockdown started, so I’ve really
not been doing it for very long. No-one else seemed very keen to take
on the role so I thought I’d give it a go, rather than see the group fold. I
think being able to use a computer to email the group members was a big
advantage for me!
Q: What’s your favourite colour?
I use a lot of colour in my craft work *, so it would be impossible for me
to choose one colour over the others.
Q: What’s your favourite food or meal?
My favourite meal is breakfast: grapefruit, boiled egg, toast with homemade marmalade and black coffee.
Q: What’s your TV guilty pleasure?
I recently watched two episodes of All Creatures Great and Small, it was
so enjoyable!
Q: What was the last book you read?
I am currently re-reading Case Histories by Kate Atkinson, I love anything by her. I like anything by Mary Wesley, she of the ‘Aga sagas’.
Q: Sunrise or sunset?
Sunset.
*Erica’s handiwork has featured twice in recent Newsletters: her mul		
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ti-coloured throw was on the front cover of the May 2020 edition, and
her beautiful shawl was in the May 2020 edition.
My grateful thanks to Erica for her answers.

Steph Smith
(Editor of Leicester U3A Newsletter)

Reports from the Groups and from Individual Contributors
Wood Mouse
During the second week of Coronavirus lockdown in March, I noticed
a wood mouse (Apodemus sylvaticus) loitering on the ground near the
bird feeders in my garden in Leicester, LE5.
Wood mice are mainly active during the dark, probably having evolved
so to avoid predation. Breeding females, though, may be more active
during the daylight in order to collect sufficient food.
Speranza Downs (Leicester U3A member)
(For a picture of Speranza’s Wood Mouse, see front cover)
Digital Photography
The Digital Photography group ‘met’ for the second time since the lockdown. Last month, we shared photographs on Flickr, a web-based picture sharing app. That was great, but we weren’t able to see or speak to
one another. The May meeting, however, took us further into the digital
world, with a meeting on Zoom, the conferencing app. That enabled us to
see and speak to one another and, thanks to a facility called ‘share screen’,
display our photos for comment. The theme, aptly, was ‘lockdown’.
Members took a wide range of approaches, including documenting their
walks, images of lockdown in the local community, witty takes on the
lockdown measures recording home-based activities whilst sheltering,
and expressions of what it feels like to be in these strange and difficult
times. Despite a few hitches on the way - there are still a few technical
8		
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Bluebells at Gumley

Wisteria in garden at
home

Photos by Richard Taylor
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tricks to learn - the meeting brought a welcome expansion of our social
worlds as well as the pleasure of seeing one another’s work.
Richard Taylor (Digital Photography Group member)

Photos by Matt Matthew
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Photos by Irene Ault
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Photos by Cliff Ault
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We can do it
Photo by Jean Burbridge

YouTube for Beginners
Many of you already watch YouTube videos on tablets, laptops and PCs.
This article is for those who haven’t tried this entertainment and information source yet.
A “How to…” document with screen pictures and descriptions of buttons/tools is available from me. I am Convenor of the German Intermediate Conversation Group. Contact me via the Leicester U3A website:
https://u3asites.org.uk/leicester
Click on Groups, scroll down to find ‘German Conversation’ in the righthand column, Click ‘German Conversation’ then click on the birdie top
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right hand side of the screen for the message page. Simples!
To paraphrase Wikipedia: YouTube is an “online video-sharing platform”
which allows users to “upload, view, rate, share, add to playlists, report,
comment on videos and subscribe to other users.” It offers “a wide variety of user-generated and corporate media videos including TV show
clips, music videos, short and documentary length films, live streams and
educational videos”.
It is free to use! Content is paid for by adverts. These are not long, not
often intrusive. In long documentaries and films or concerts the video
might be interrupted by a single advert. If you don’t want to see adverts
YouTube would like you to ‘sign in’ and pay a monthly fee.
This is not the same as ‘subscribing’ which is free. Clicking on Subscribe
means that you will see more examples of this video and its like on screen
when you next log in. It also tells the provider - who might be an amateur
or semi-professional – that you like their work and YouTube might possibly pay them some money.
See ‘Art in Isolation’ presented by Philip Mould of Antiques Roadshow
fame. His 15-minute videos are filmed by his son on an iPhone. I watch
‘Easy German’ produced weekly by a family in Berlin. (See ‘Easy Languages’ online for many languages in the same format. These are for
people who have a good knowledge of the language).
I watch step-by-step watercolour and drawing tutorials, documentaries
on steam railways worldwide, German language tutorials, documentaries
and films. Documentaries on history and art history; concerts of pop,
jazz and classical music etc, etc. If you want to repair something there is
probably a video to tell you how to do it.
Many tutorials are made in other English-speaking countries. Brand
names mentioned, and manufacturers, could be different in the UK.
Don’t be put off by titles in foreign languages. Sometimes videos are
worth watching with the sound off eg South Korean videos about kittens
14
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and puppies, German railway documentaries. For opera lovers I particularly recommend ‘Neue Stimmen’ (New Voices). These videos show
contestants in the semi-finals and finals of an annual competition but not
the adjudication.
The bottom line is: 1. try it and don’t worry about clicking on tools and
buttons as you will learn and not damage anything; 2. Search for anything, it will probably be offered.
Paul McCann (Leicester U3A member)
Ed: Paul has written a ‘how-to’ guide for using YouTube in the Newssheet.
Lockdown Project
When lockdown began, all those weeks ago, it seemed like a great chance
to get all those things done that I’d not got around to: clearing out the
cupboards, doing a bit of decorating, proper spring cleaning. Not exactly
a tempting prospect, any of it. Then I remembered something I’ve been
dreaming of doing for the past 17 years. Make a pond. In our previous
house in Coventry, I had over the years built 2 ponds, a small one to start
with, only about three feet long, then a larger one which trickled down
into the smaller one. They were beautiful and full of wildlife. When we
moved back to Leicester I promised myself I would have a pond, but
life got in the way and I’ve never really had the time or the incentive to
tackle it. Plus, you shouldn’t rush these things, we have only been here
for 17 years. Anyway, no excuse now, I had all the time in the world! So I
ordered everything I needed and got digging. Here is a pictorial record of
my efforts, and the final result. I didn’t do this all on my own, I had a very
thorough inspector who gave everything I did the benefit of his close
attention, our pet rabbit, Buddy. The stages of work:
1) Decide where you want your pond: the main factor for me was could I
see it when sitting in my lounge? Plus, not too near the lilac tree.
2) Mark out the shape, and calculate how much liner you’ll need. Order
liner etc.
3) Dig the hole, first a 6”-ish layer of soil removed for the shelf, then a
deeper hole about 18” deep for lilies. Make sure to remove any stones.
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4) Put in protective liner, so that anything sharp won’t damage the butyl
liner. I had two: an old blanket cut up, then the proper felt liner.
5) Put in your butyl liner, shaping it carefully to fit the hole.
6) Fill with water. This should be water from a water butt, but we don’t
have one, so I used tap water. The chlorine dissipates quite quickly, and
I never had problems with previous ponds from the nutrients/minerals
that might be in tap water.
7) Trim the liner, leaving a generous amount round the edge.
8) Edge your pond, with turf (as I did to start with), or suitable stones.
Of all the things I did, sourcing the stones was the most difficult.
9) Add water plants.
There will be no fish in this pond, nature will find it and stock it with
wildlife. The birds have found it already and love to bathe in it. I’m just
wondering, why did I wait 17 years?
Steph Smith (Leicester U3A member)

Early quality
control inspection.
Clerk of the Works making a
site safety check before work
can begin.

...and just
add water.
16
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Early visit by a
passing frigate.
Temporary turf edging.

The stones and pebbles in place to welcome
the plants to their new home

The Clerk of the
Works takes a well deserved
rest after his labours

LP Memories

Pics by Steph Smith

The recent death of rock legend Little Richard prompted me to revisit my
vinyl collection to see if I had any music by the amazing singing preacher.
A compilation on what else but the JOY record label rewarded my search.
A further perusal of my vinyl treasure trove led me to select albums
which formed the soundtrack of my youth. I wonder how many of you
have any of these in your collections:
Led Zeppelin ll introduced me to stereo, a wonder I first experienced
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upon hearing Whole Lotta Love.
Sergeant Pepper - a timeless classic.
Disraeli Gears - an introduction to electric blues by Cream.
Daydream by the Loving Spoonful - a wistful trip back to the summers of
love.
Days of Future Passed - one of the first ‘concept’ albums from the Moody
Blues, a long way from their first hit, Go Now!
You Can All Join In - a must-have compilation from the late 60s.
Basket of Light - typical folk rock offering. The group Pentangle was influenced by Fairport Convention.
Big, Beaty - from the inimitable Who.
And, of course, an album from the great Leonard Cohen, who keeps
being lauded by people who deemed his earlier work music to slit your
wrists to!

18
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Also, a couple of
albums I will revisit:
-Walter Carlos with
his synthesizer take
on Bach
-Easy Rider - great
soundtrack, great
film.
Henry Paulinski (Leicester U3A member)
Reading for Pleasure 1 – Lockdown reading
The Reading for Pleasure group is indomitable – it continues in spite of
lockdown, and meets every month, but virtually instead of face-to-face.
We choose our books twice a year, so that our reading for the coming
months is decided well in advance. Luckily, when our activities were restricted, we still had some books to read. Each month, we read the appropriate book, and email our comments to the rest of the group. Amazingly,
everyone has participated enthusiastically in this, and we have had some
interesting exchanges of views.
In April we read When Hitler Stole Pink Rabbit, by Judith Kerr. The
author died quite recently, and many of us had not read this work, which
featured prominently in her obituaries. It is written primarily for children, but nevertheless proved a worthwhile read, giving insight into the
upheaval and forced emigration of a Jewish family from Nazi Germany.
This month our book was The Familiars, by Stacy Halls. This met a mixed
reception. Some of us enjoyed it, but several of the group found some aspects of it difficult to believe. However, as a first novel, it had something
to commend it.
We still have another six books on our current list, so can carry on
our virtual book group until October. We will then need to give some
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thought to how to choose our next set of books – but maybe by then we
might be able to meet in person……….
Jill Reville (Convenor of Reading for Pleasure Group)
Still Life Over Soapy Waters
I’ve set myself a task of a sketch a day. From time-to-time I take a photograph of a potential subject. This immersion of fruit in soapy water hasn’t
been drawn yet, but I thought it highlights the COVID-19 message. Its
gleaming colours and shapes are a bit of a challenge, so the painting has
been deferred.
In the end, I didn’t attempt a painting of the fruit in soapy water; I’ve
been concentrating on other subjects - trees, cartoons, figures and faces
including this drawing. It follows from the view through the window
published in the May Newsletter. I decided to sketch my eyes when
looking out of the window at the garden scene. So, I was trying to capture
some of the feelings of staying at home. I do a sketch a day; this I think is
the only deliberately self-reflective piece of work, the others are subjects
I’ve observed and the cartoons are having fun with policies and pronouncements.
Anthony Locke (Leicester U3A member)
Photos by Anthony Locke

Eyes
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Soapy Fruit

Creative Writing Group
Hunch
On 3 July 1988, the American warship Vincennes shot down an Iranian
Airlines passenger jet over the Gulf of Hormuz, killing all 290 passengers
and crew. The American captain claimed that his ship was under harassment at the time by Iranian military forces participating in their conflict
with Iraq and that the warship had made a genuine mistake. President
Bush admitted the mistake and arranged compensation, but the way in
which it was done left much to be desired.
My view of this terrible event left me with the conviction that in course of
time an act of revenge would be made by someone in the Muslim World.
In that era, airport security was far less intensive than it has now become,
and the planting of a high explosive device in the luggage area of an aeroplane, was all too easy. In making this supposition, I tried to put myself
in the mindset of the avenger, and my personal hunch was that an idealist
would try to bring this to pass in an aeroplane belonging to what was
then perceived as the most symbolic of all the American airlines; namely
PanAm.
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This speculation was entirely personal, and I saw no evidence that it was
articulated by anyone else: it was, however, especially alarming for me because the previous month I had booked myself and family onto a holiday
flight to the USA a couple of months ahead, and the airline I had chosen
was PanAm. There followed a torment of debate with myself. Should I
switch to another airline? Cancel altogether? A very large sum of money
was involved; not only the airfares for four people, but hotel bookings for
a ten-day stay. No insurance policy would cover me for such a hypothetical speculation. My family had been hugely excited by the prospect of
this trip, their first visit to the Big Apple; and not the least of its purposes
was to celebrate my eldest son’s twenty-first birthday. As time passed and
PanAm continued to operate hundreds of unhindered flights every day
around the world, my apprehensions receded, and I told myself that I
was being overly neurotic, and that in any case the odds against anything
happening to us were now astronomically long. The thought never went
away altogether though, until our holiday had come and gone.
Three months later, a suitcase bomb destroyed PanAm flight number 103
over Lockerbie.
Mike Westmoreland
(member of the Creative Writing group)
Zoom Coffee Morning
For the past two or three years, the third Tuesday morning of the month
has meant, thanks to Barbara Penrose, Coffee Morning at the Quaker
Meeting House on Queens Road. Since the lockdown, obviously that has
had to stop along with everything else. But some of us have been missing our monthly chats over a cuppa and a biscuit (and often cake!), so
I decided to organise a virtual Coffee Morning over Zoom. I know that
many of us have really got to grips with new technology since the start of
the lockdown, and that Zoom is featuring large in many peoples’ social
interactions these days. I now have three regular Zoom meetings every
week: a family meeting, one with old work friends and another with

my pals I was at College with. So why not my U3A friends? So with the
blessing of Barbara Penrose, I set up our first Zoom Coffee Morning on
22
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Zoom Coffee Morning

Tuesday 19th May. I set a limit of 25, since that’s the maximum number
of images you can get on one screen on the laptop without needing to
scroll onto another page. I had expected a deluge of interest, but in fact,
just 14 members contacted me to join the meeting. On the day, we had 12
members, with me as host.
My experience of large group meetings on Zoom is limited to my weekly
Slimming World Virtual Group, at which there are 25 people. We mostly
just sit and listen (just like an actual SW meeting) while our Consultant
gives us a pep talk. She then speaks to each member in turn asking about
successes and possible problems they may be having on the plan.
A chat group is different: it’s not like a ‘lecture’, and it’s also not like a real
coffee morning, where small groups in the same room chat to each other,
with the occasional change of chair to speak to another group. On Zoom,
we can’t have one person dominating the screen for the hour, nor can we
have everyone talking at the same time. But we do want everyone to feel
they can join in with the chat and be heard. That’s the tricky bit, I’m still
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working on it!
Primed with topics to discuss, conversation did seem to flow quite well.
Along with an exchange of useful information (eg when the tip will be
open), there was also discussion of new skills, or new activities people
have learnt during lockdown. These included: learning about and listening to podcasts, learning how to use Zoom, learning sign language,
relearning the piano and how to use on-line shopping. Also lots of dog
walking and discovering lovely new areas to walk in such as Evington
Park.
The general consensus was that people had enjoyed it, and we should do
it regularly. We agreed on every two weeks, with a limit of 12 people at
each meeting. If there is demand, we could do two meetings every two
weeks, watch this space!
Steph Smith (Leicester U3A member)
Curve Theatre Notices.
Cinderella has been cancelled and a refund has been requested which
once processed, will go through our Treasurer. Once that is confirmed I
will arrange refunds to those members who have paid for tickets.
The following reserved shows have also been cancelled: -Kite Runner and
Roman Holiday.
Other reserved shows - Cat on a Hot Tin Roof, Love Never Dies and My
Best Friend’s Wedding may be rearranged for 2021 but any cash payments already made will be refunded and cheque payments shredded.
No mention has been made regarding The Wizard of Oz but I will keep
members informed.
Any queries please contact curve@leicesteru3a.org.uk
Diana Barker (Leicester U3A member)

24
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Lucy’s Challenge – U3A
Since the beginning of lockdown, my springer spaniel, Lucy, has been
getting her morning exercise by running for her ball in the garden each
day.
When I saw the report in the Leicester Mercury about a new There with
You Fund being set up to support people who are suffering enormous
hardship as a result of the current situation, I contacted Charity Link to
see whether Lucy could earn some money for them while she was running up and down the garden. Captain Tom was, of course, the inspiration for this. From previous experience, I knew too that Charity Link was
a very worthwhile and well-run charity.
Rachel Markham, from Charity Link, suggested that Lucy should tackle the 2.6 Challenge and we agreed to set a target for her of 260 runs/
retrieves over seven days, starting on the 26th April. In the early days of
lockdown, Lucy was running about 50 times in each session but, as soon
as the challenge was set, she decided to cut that down….so we often had
to have two morning sessions instead of one! It was touch and go whether she would achieve the target (especially as she went on strike twice!)
but, in the end, she actually completed 275 runs by the seventh day.
At the beginning, I had hoped that we might manage to raise £260 for the
charity but the response has been overwhelming. I am extremely grateful
to all those who have been so generous in their donations [ - members of
U3A (from Chess, Music and Modern novel groups), friends, family, former staff and students from my last school and, amazingly, four former
students from the school in North Staffordshire where I began my teaching career (one now living in Nebraska!)]
Altogether, so far, £973 plus gift aid has been raised for this very worthy
cause. The money will be used to help people who are in extreme need at
this very difficult time.
To my astonishment, Rachel Markham has explained that Charity Link
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works in a unique way, untapping funds from Charitable Trusts across
the UK. This means that, for every £10 donated, the Charity can actually
provide £50 worth of essential items to local people in need. Charity Link
has agreed to keep Lucy’s page open in the hope that more people will
be inspired by Lucy’s effort to contribute to the Fund. If you would like
to help Lucy raise some more money and, perhaps, reach £1000 plus gift
aid, please donate at www.justgiving.com/campaign/charitylink, mentioning Lucy’s name in your message OR send a cheque, made payable to
Charity Link (Lucy), 20A Millstone Lane, Leicester LE1 5JN.
Liz Warren (Leicester U3A member)
Creative Writing Competition
Got a short story inside you, or fancy a go at a poem or prose? The Creative Writing Group is holding a competition for all Leicester U3A members.
Work to be no longer than 500 words.
There will be three categories, as mentioned above, to be judged by John
Kitchen, Leicester poet and playwright, whose work has been featured on
Radio 3, and who runs Tangent Poets in Leicester. There will be prizes for
the winners.
If you would like to enter, please send entries to Stella Memory, Creative Writing Group Convenor, either by email to Beth.moontree@gmail.
com or by post to: 43 Sykefield Ave, Leicester LE3 0LD.
The closing date is 24th June, 2020.
Good luck!
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Puzzle Corner
Cryptic Crossword (created by Cryptic Crossword 2 Group)

CLUES ACROSS
1 Subject of admiration back to front for somewhere to swim (4)
3 The amount of sugar needed to help the medicine go down? (8)
9 Ann lacked nothing initially in her house - such good taste (7)
10 Norse internet nuisance (5)
11 The hardest word to say makes me feel contrite (5)
12 To justify the crime would be the explanation needed (6)
14 Singers who sound like lots of paper (6)
		

u3asites.org.uk/leicester

27

16 One-time Cassius boxes thousands and becomes sweaty (6)
19 Cane like? No, that’s tacky (6)
21 Reverse of skin growths for a sucker (5)
24 To deviate without it could avoid a direct answer (5)
25 One seeking retribution and one getting older embracing venerable (7)
26 Be against gold for electronic component (8)
27 Sadly bearer of the heavens dropped end of support (4)
CLUES DOWN
1 Pining is nothing impressive to a youngster (8)
2 Noise her majesty might encounter in this US eatery (5)
4 Collect which, with a change of hands, could be 8 down (6)
5 Barman changed topic for a drinks measure (5)
6 A thousand floats at sea become debris (7)
7 Southern US little unknown girl (4)
8 Team member who, with a change of sides, could be 4 down (6)
13 Sounds like the classical huntress briefly is busy making a colour
factory (8)
15 Not within regulations for such as Hood’s men (7)
17 Reduce long points (6)
18 Do many scramble to be an energetic person? (6)
20 Musical game (5)
Sweets Puzzle Solutions (From May Newsletter)
1 Jelly Babies
2 Quality Street
3 All Gold
4 After Eights
5 Pear Drops
6 Milk Tray
7 Mars Bar
8 Dolly Mixtures
9 Mint Imperials
10 Turkish Delight
11 Polo
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12 Wine Gums
13 Wispa
14 Chocolate Buttons
15 Aniseed Balls
16 Maltesers
17 Kit Kat
18 Black Magic
19 Gobstoppers
20 Milky Way
21 Walnut Whip
22 Time Out
23 Double Decker
24 Tutti Fruity
25 Skittles
26 Fuse
27 Bounty
28 Edinburgh Rock
29 Smarties
30 Roses
30 Birds’ Name Solution from May Newsletter
Dear All,
I need to start with an apology to all our perplexed puzzlers. In between
Pat sending in this brilliant puzzle, and it being handed to the editor for
publication, it has undergone a few inadvertent rewrites, which would
have made it impossible for any of us to get all 30. Here is the original as
Pat handed it in, with all 30 birds’ names highlighted in red. As I said to
Pat, I have learnt a valuable lesson, which is to check that I have the solution to a puzzle before publishing it. Many thanks to Pat for supplying
this puzzle and the solution, I enjoyed it even though I couldn’t finish it!
Steph Smith (Editor)
Dear Ed
Starting from Dover, we took it easy at the Bell Inn, Eton where we
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picked up Jack Dawlings and Ernest One chatted on and on, so the time
passed swiftly, bur rain on the motorway was a grave nuisance. I managed to steal an hour’s sleep though awkwardly curled up on the back seat
of the car before reaching Ullswater at midnight in gale force winds
Our pub in Scotland is in as fine a glen I have ever seen, with rushing
streams at the bottom of a steep lover’s lane All that is left is old mill, but
is now renovated and very smart inside, no other one for miles around.
We hire a boat and Eric rows, leaving Anne to doze in the stern. Excellent
food and drink which is, no good for taking of f inches from the waist or
keeping sober.
Nothing is wanting except perhaps regular kilts and pipers
Love from all
Ardella
Here are all the birds, in order:
Redstart
Dove
Kite
Stonechat Swift
Raven
Nightingale Eagle
Thrush
Wren
Martin
Heron
Finch
Stork
Swan

Linnet
Teal
Plover
Crow
Lark

Jackdaw
Hawk
Owl
Gannet
Sandpiper

Gander
Gull
Tit
Tern
Mallard

Coach Trip to the Avoncroft Open Air Museum of Historic Buildings
A reminder that we have moved the date of this trip from June 10th to
Wednesday September 9th. Both Avoncroft and the coach company, Ausden Clark, have been very understanding. If we find that the restrictions
imposed by Covid-19 make a September trip impossible we will move it
to October 14th. If that date too becomes impossible we will arrange it in
2021. We will review the situation at the beginning of July.
30
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Avoncroft has over 30 different buildings and structures that have been
dismantled and then rebuilt in a beautiful rural location near Bromsgrove
in Worcestershire. Lots of U3A members will remember pre-fabs, this is
your chance to go back to your youth and see what they were like inside.
Other buildings include a windmill and Worcester Cathedral’s fourteenth
century Guesten Hall roof.
The timetable for the day will be:
8.45am
9.00am
10.30/10.45am
11.30am
12.45pm
1.30pm
4.00pm
5.30/5.45pm

Assemble in Glebe Road, Oadby at the entrance to the
Botanic Gardens LE2 2LD
Coach departs
Arrive at Avoncroft for coffee
Guided Tour
Lunch
Free time/tea
Coach departs
Arrive back in Leicester

The cost is £30 which includes the cost of the coach, entry fee, coffee on arrival, the guided tour and a light lunch. It does not include tea. There is nowhere to eat sandwiches under cover so we
thought it wise to include a light lunch.
We would really appreciate it if you can pay by cheque. The cheques
will not be banked until the situation with Covid-19 is clearer and we
definitely know that we will be going in September (or October). If we
have to defer the trip to 2021 we will have a completely new application
process next year and we will destroy your cheque. Payment with cash or
a bank transfer makes it much more complicated to refund your money if
the trip is cancelled.
For insurance reasons the trip is only open to U3A members. If a nonU3A friend wants to come to Avoncroft with us they must join U3A first!
The Leicester U3A Secretary has sent out out an application form and
these details to all the membership who are on e-mail. The application
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form will also be available to download from the web-site. Applications,
lunch choices and a cheque for £30 should be sent to the Trip Organiser,
the Convenor of the Architecture and Design Group, Veronica Matthew,
e-mail: architecture3@leicesteru3a.org.uk. Future Leicester U3A newsletters will update you on the plans for the trip in view of the current
pandemic. The closing date for applications is 24 July if the trip goes
ahead in September. The £30 will be refunded in full if the trip is cancelled before 1 July, the amount of refund after that date is not known at
present. It would really help if members can apply well before the 1 July
so we can assess the level of interest.
Veronica Matthew
(Architecture & Design Group Convenor)
Crossword Solution
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About the Newsletter

Delivery
The Newsletter is currently only being delivered to members
by email as a pdf file with one page per side.
Contributions
The deadline for items to be included in the July 2020 Newsletter is Sunday 28th June. Contributions (from members) should
be sent to the editor: newsletter@leicesteru3a.org.uk
If you want to submit your entry as hard copy, please contact
the Editor, or the Secretary, to get an address to which you can
send it.
I am always pleased to receive brief reports from groups about
their recent activities and I extend my thanks to all the authors
who have done so. Please keep them coming. The occasional
picture would be welcome as well. Please keep all articles to a
maximum of 500 words. If you have a story or a report that is
considerably longer than that, we can edit it into 2 (or more if
it’s very long!) shorter articles to be published in subsequent
Newsletters.
When the current restrictions are lifted LEICESTER U3A will
resume its meetings on the second Tuesday of each month (except August and December) at Christchurch, Clarendon Park
Road, LE2 3AH, and many special interest groups will then
continue to meet regularly in members’ homes and elsewhere.
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