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A wildflower meadow in the garden of one of our members, Speranza Downs.
Photo by Steph Smith.

September Meeting: Tuesday 10th at 2:45.
Speaker: John Florance
John Betjeman — More than Strapping Gels and Bombs on Slough
Next Meeting: Tuesday, October 8th at 2:45
Speaker: Peter Cousins
Tommy’s Mail
The talk is about the Postal Service to The Western Front in the Great War.
Peter Cousins has been interested in WW1 research since 2001 when he first
went on a battlefield trip with a group and a professional guide, and he has
been most years since, covering the Somme, Belgium, Berlin, Arnhem, Verdun
and Waterloo. The last three years along with a battlefield historian associate,
he has undertaken organising and guiding trips each year themselves. He has
been researching family history for many years, and currently appears on the
BBC Radio Leicester Sunday afternoon show with Dave Andrews, where they
solve listeners’ family history queries. Before retirement he owned his own
computer equipment and services business located in Leicester.
Attendance at the July Meeting: 97 members, 5 visitors.
Membership 2019 – Additions, Corrections and Updates
The membership now stands at 442.
Margaret Potter (Membership Secretary)
Speakers
We are always keen to hear about good and interesting speakers.
If, somewhere other than U3A, you have heard a talk which you would like to
recommend for a monthly meeting, please contact the Speaker Finder to let
him know.
(Contact details can be found on the separate contacts sheet.)
Committee News
The minutes of committee meetings are available at the Secretary’s table at
monthly meetings and also on the members’ page of the website.
Venues for Group Meetings
Is your group getting too big for your present meeting place?
Are you thinking of starting a new group?
A Suggested Venues List is available from the Groups Co-ordinator.
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Message from the Chair
Sometimes I have conversations here and there with
different people within the U3A: chats over coffee with
members, chance meetings with members in the local
shop; sometimes members and Convenors make a special effort to find me for a quiet chat. Usually these chats
roam around all sorts of different topics, but today I had a
sudden realisation that I was hearing the same thing from
lots of different people, all quite separately from each other.
And what I’m hearing isn’t particularly positive regarding
our U3A.
It seems there are several groups which are barely limping along, with very few
members. Some groups’ members and Convenors have spoken to me, and also
to Neil Taylor, our Groups Co-ordinator, and the message is the same: we only
get 3-4 people turn up to each meeting. It is possible for a group to operate
with just a few members, but these are groups which started off with many
more very enthusiastic members. Since their beginnings, more and more responsibility has been placed upon the Convenor to come up with ideas, to plan
the programme of activities, and to try and get other members to contribute.
It isn’t the job of the Group Convenor to plan and organise everything. This
should be a shared responsibility with all members contributing ideas of what
the group could do, everyone should be taking turns to present to the group
or organise an activity, rather than always relying on the same person/s within
the group. More worryingly, fewer and fewer members are even replying when
notified of meetings and asked to confirm their attendance. It’s important for
the Convenor to know whether you’ll be there or not. Communication is vital
in all relationships, and your relationship with your U3A interest groups is
vital to keep it all going. So vital, that some groups, because of lack of communication, and lack of active participation by several members, are on the
verge of folding. If a Convenor decides they’ve banged their heads against the
brick wall for long enough, and no-one else in the group is prepared to step
in and take over the role, that group is finished. I would say, that following my
conversations recently, that applies to about five or six groups.
This is not the U3A I know. The U3A I’ve known for the past 4 years is enthusiastic, dynamic, full of ideas and willing to try new ideas. So what’s changed?
You might say groups have slowed down a bit because it’s summer and people
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are on holiday. But this has been a theme for several months now. The problem
I believe is one of complacency. People have got used to having their group
there, and are thinking it’ll always be there. But it won’t, not without you: without your ideas, your input, your initial enthusiasm. So, think back to when you
first joined your group: something inspired you, something made you want
to enter the murky waters of whatever interest group it was. Try to conjure up
some of that early enthusiasm for the subject and ask yourself what could you
do to help get the group back to those earlier days? Could you offer to do a
presentation? Organise a visit out? Suggest some activities for the group? Ring
someone who used to come regularly but hasn’t been for a while and invite
them along? Don’t leave it to the Convenor, make that member feel wanted by
the group members. I’m sure your Convenor will be delighted. Let’s get all the
groups up and running again.
Enough of the moaning. How about this for the U3A spirit in action? The
All Members Coffee Morning which meets every month, was due to have an
August break, as Barbara Penrose, who single-handedly runs it, was due a wellearned break. Rather than it not happen, two of our doughty members, Dave
and Angie Barnes, volunteered to stand in and run the meeting in Barbara’s
absence. Fortified by the excellent baking of Sandra Barker in the form of
cupcakes and lemon drizzle cake, the AMCM was a resounding success! This is
the U3A I know and love, now let’s see if we can’t get a few more people to help
out in their own groups.
PS: if your Convenor emails you to ask if you’re coming to this month’s meeting, let them know, yes or no. It’s just good manners.
Steph Smith
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Reports from the Groups
Gardening Group
Four of us had a lovely afternoon out at the Markfield Road National Garden
Scheme. It had a beautiful garden which was followed by tea & cake in the
afternoon sunshine. Our next meeting on September 9th at 2.00pm, at Palmers
Garden Centre, will be the last group meeting of the season. Meetings will
resume in April 2020.
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Architecture and Design
Photos by Jean
Burbridge
Friars Mill
For the Architecture and
Design Group’s
July meeting we
made a visit to
Friars Mill. This
listed building
on the river is
the former Donisthorpe spinning works built
in 1794.
After being derelict for some years and a major fire in 2012, it was refurbished
four years ago by Leicester City Council, partly funded by money from the
EU’s European Regional Development Fund. It has been turned into work
spaces administered by the East Midlands Chamber of Commerce.
We were shown
around by Tom
Munro, the enthusiastic Centre
Manager, who
told us that all the
workspaces are let
and we saw what a
successful conversion had taken
place.
6		
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U3A Theatre Group August 2019
That’s all folks !!
Unfortunately, the numbers of replies of interest for recent visits have not been
sufficient to cover the cost of a coach. Previously we have based costs on 25
attendees but with only 16 or so participants the coach works out an expensive
£25. Because of this it has been decided to disband the Theatre Group. Consequently, the Theatre Visits advertised in the July Newsletter have all been cancelled and will not now be going ahead, specifically: the September visit to the
Oxford Playhouse to see Two Trains Running; the October visit to Birmingham Rep to see Prism, and the November visit to Nottingham Playhouse to see
Assassins. Apologies to all those who had expressed an interest in these visits.
The lack of interest possibly relates to the fact that there are so many more
cultural events in Leicester than there used to be. Many companies now go on
tour and the plays come to Curve in Leicester or are streamed at the Phoenix
It is possible to get to some venues by train, eg Nottingham, Birmingham and
Derby and with a rail card the costs are very reasonable. Why not try it!
These are good reasons. We have enjoyed some amazing plays over the years.
Jenny and Kay have enjoyed co-ordinating the group and thanks go to all previous occupiers of this role.
Happy theatre-going.

Jenny and Kay

Bus Pass Group
After a bit of a slow start the Bus Pass Tours Group has had a busy summer,
with three trips to report on and more coming up in the near future.
Our first visit was to Derby, organised very ably by Joan Thake to whom many
thanks. Everything went without a hitch and although a few of us found the
rather long and tortuous bus journey there a bit of a drag rain it was all held to
have been worthwhile once we arrived. Like with most towns, there was far too
much to see in one fairly short day so everyone enjoyed the freedom to just go
off and explore their own particular interests, whatever these were. The weather was kind to us in that it was sunny and dry all day. The Cathedral was worth
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a visit, as was the museum and art gallery where there is a large collection of
paintings by Joseph Wright, one of Derby’s most famous sons, are on display.
He was known as the ‘artist of light’ and it is easy to see why because his way
of portraying candle light is remarkable. It is difficult to believe his painting
‘A Philosopher giving a lecture on the Orrery’ predated the introduction of
electric light.
The second trip was to Kelmarsh Hall which is located just outside the village
of Brixworth on the X7 route to Northampton. The Hall is an elegant Palladian style country house with a notable history in the 20th century. Built in the
1730s, it was the beloved home to three families across two hundred and fifty
years. Surrounding the hall are historic gardens, now restored to evoke their
early 20th century design, with a unique walled garden at its heart. The person
- who firstly lived there as a tenant (as Mrs Ronald Tree) and subsequently as
the owner (as Mrs Claude Lancaster) - credited with its wonderful art deco
design and decoration was Nancy Perkins, a rich American who was a niece of
Nancy Astor’s and like her was a noted society hostess. The result of her efforts
is truly delightful and she created a cosy but very tasteful backdrop for her
many house parties. Elisabeth Somogyi had suggested and researched this visit
but was unfortunately unable to ‘lead’ on the day because of a chill which kept
her at home. Thanks Elisabeth. We had feared that the weather could spoil the
day, coming immediately after the violent rain and wind storms which had
enveloped Leicester the previous day but it remained dry, if cold and overcast,
all day. Despite previous publicity promising guided tours around the property not now being available, we hardly missed this because every room had
knowledgeable and enthusiastic volunteers waiting to engage in conversation
and answer questions about their favourite topic of Kelmarsh.
The third trip was to Rugby, another delightful day which proved too short.
This time the promised guided tour did take place but the time had perhaps
been set too late for us to take full advantage of it. Because it was so comprehensive and took in so many of the cultural highlights of the town, eg buildings, statuary and the historical origin of some of the interesting sounding
roads and alleyways of the town centre etc, we took much longer to get round
than the hour’s duration which had been advertised. It was so interesting, that
despite having to hurry back to the bus stop to catch our bus back to Leicester,
it was felt to have been worth it. Rugby is quite a small town but its residents
are obviously tremendously proud of their heritage. It often carries away the
annual Best Kept Town award in its category and everywhere we were sur8		
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rounded by flowers. Well worth a visit although, like Derby the journey takes
much longer than would seem to be necessary from its distance from Leicester.
The Bus Pass Tour groups certainly take members to villages through which
they might never otherwise travel.
The two tours already agreed will be to Northampton on Monday 23rd September, taking in a tour of the Session House; and, if desired by members, a
return visit to Coventry on Wednesday 2nd October.
Denise Buchan
Computer Help Part 1
Computer Help has a new Convenor. I’m very pleased to announce that Andy
Williams, a very recent member, has agreed to take over the administration of
the Computer Help group. Andy has a background in training and electronics
and will be far more able than I to assist members with their problems. As well
as running the help panel with the assistance of a panel of other members,
Andy is hoping to also arrange some training sessions to cover the areas
identified from the feedback forms he has received back. Watch this space. If
you have any particular problems or areas of concern you can contact Andy
at computerhelp@leicesteru3a.org.uk If you cannot contact Andy by Email
please telephone me on my usual number shown in the contact list and I will
put Andy in touch with you.
Margaret Potter
Computer Help Part 2
I am delighted to take on the role of Convenor of the Leicester U3A Computer Help, as it expands into a Computer group. But help will continue to be
provided exactly as before through a panel of us, as we have differing skills and
knowledge of such things. Let’s face it, there are many different types of computers out there! It is also hoped to have get-togethers at the Quaker meeting
house on Queens Road, to help sort out issues and provide advice/training as
needed. There will not be regular monthly meetings, at least not to begin with,
we’ll see how things go.
As a bit of background about me, for 38 years I worked for British Telecom,
mainly in a sales and service role, becoming an accredited trainer with them
before leaving them and starting my own business, teaching people how to use
computers, share photos, etc, etc on both Windows and Apple based comput		
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ers. Since then, health issues have meant my having to take things easier as I
cannot get around as easily now. I look forward to us helping, learning and
sharing so that all may benefit.
Andy Williams.
Mah Jong
Not everyone spends Bank
holidays in a crowd at the
beach. Here is the Mah
Jong group enjoying “a
shady game in the garden”.

SUNDAY LUNCH GROUP
The next meal will be on 8 September at 12 30 at The Cradock Arms in
Knighton.
Pat Thompson (Convenor)
Current Affairs 1
The Current Affairs 1 group has vacancies for new members.
The group members meet on the First Tuesday of each month starting at 2.30
pm and finishing at approx. 4.30pm. We discuss the newsworthy happenings
in the news of the previous month. The meetings generally take place in the
homes of the group members on a rotational basis but this shouldn’t stop any
interested potential member from joining, as it is not a fixed requirement.
There is inevitably a wide range of views on each subject which can lead to a
very interesting discussion, and everyone’s contribution is welcome. The host
member for the meeting always starts the discussion with a news topic chosen
10
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by them but inevitably more topics then follow from other members and often
several topics will be discussed in an afternoon. Being a very friendly group
each meeting finishes with refreshments and a social chat.
We would like to keep the Group membership to about 12 to ensure that every
member gets a chance to voice an opinion and a variety of views are given time
for inclusion.
If anyone is interested in joining the group please contact the Convenor for
further details.
Convenor: Denise Aaron
Rambling Group
Pictures of the Rambling Group’s
visit to Bouskell Park in Blaby.
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News from the Groups Co-ordinator
Hi everybody,
I hope you have had a good August and looking forward
to September.
This month I’ve got a thank you, an announcement, and
an advert - plus news as usual!
The thank you is of course to Jenny Foxon and Kay Relf
for all their work looking after the Theatre Group. Over
many years this has been a most popular group, and it will heartily missed.
Perhaps in time we can get it going again in some form. Until then thank you
Jenny and Kay.
The advert is for Steam Railways-they’re short of members and would welcome new people. Do you have local contacts and interests, and have material
to share? Do let me know either by email or at the table and I can put you in
touch. Philosophy 2 have put a call out, so do let me know if you’re interested.
And my announcement is a general call to all Groups-do any of them need
new members? If you do, get in touch and I will do my best to publicise your
needs.
Now the news. You may have noticed in previous months at the groups table
“Diamond Painting” plus the information that if you are interested in doing
Patchwork, Decoupage, Embroidery and Crocheting Craft 2 would like to
welcome you. Craft 1 has no more space for new members, so we would like to
create a new group provided there is enough interest.
Secondly, we have the proposed Italian group. The idea is to teach each other
and improve, or indeed begin their skills in Italian. Along the way they would
experience the food, the wine, the history… perhaps Inspector Montalbano!
All the time getting to know a little of the language. If it seems interesting, do
sign up.
And of course, any suggestions for new groups? All ideas are gratefully received, and I’ll be pleased to advertise and help organise them.
Hope to see you at the table!
Neil Taylor
12
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Groups Needing More Members
Convenors, this new section of the Newsletter is for you. If you feel there’s
room in your group for a few more members, please let the Groups Co-ordinator know and a message can go into the next Newsletter. Here’s a list of groups
which currently have low numbers of members. If you are interested in trying
one of these groups, then get in touch with the Convenor, using their generic
email address. Phone numbers will be in your Contacts sheet.
Orienteering: Convenor Dave Barnes orienteer@
Gardening: Convenor Angie Barnes gardening@
Family History: Convenor Sandra Barker familyhistory@
Bones for Life: Convenor Jean Stone bones@
Current Affairs 1: Convenor Denise Aaron currentaffairs1@
Philosophy 2: Convenor Judy Hastings philosophy2@
Paranormal Phenomena: Convenor Alan Baker paranorm@
Steam Railways: Convenor Mike Rowberry steam@
Interest Groups
Please remember, you MUST be a member of Leicester U3A and contact the
Convenor before joining a group. You can contact the Convenor by email, by
adding @leicesteru3a.org.uk to the generic address given with each group. For
example, to contact the architecture Convenor, send an email to architecture@
leicesteru3a.org.uk
Detailed information on all our groups is also available on our website and
members can contact any of the Convenors from there. The information is also
available as a “Contacts Sheet” sent out by email and at the Groups Table at all
the Monthly Meetings.
If you have difficulty contacting the Convenor, try the Groups Co-ordinator
instead.
The list below is a comprehensive list of all our current groups, when and
where they meet, the name of the Convenor and the generic name of the
group.
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Architecture Susan Martin-Butt
architecture1
2.00pm on the 3rd Thursday of the month in members’ homes.
Architecture Peter Kilty
architecture2
and the Built 2.00pm on the 3rd Tuesday of the month at the Quaker
Environment Meeting House, Queens Road. Further information from Peter.
Architecture Veronica Matthew
architecture3
and Design 2.30pm on the 2nd Wednesday of the month at the Leicester
Progressive Jewish Congregation Synagogue, Avenue Road.
Art
Mary Neilson
artappreciation
Appreciation 10.00am on the 1st Friday of the month in members’ homes or
at a gallery.
Backgammon Bob Collins
backgammon
10.00am on the 4th Tuesday of the month in members’ homes.
Bones For
Life

Jean Stone
bones
10.30am on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the month at the
Leicester Progressive Jewish Congregation Synagogue,
Avenue Road.

Bookworms Nick Arlett
bookworms
10.30am on the 1st Wednesday of the month at the Exchange
Bar (opposite Curve), 50 Rutland Street. Please contact Nick if
interested in joining. For more information, plus list of novels
so far, see the Bookworms page on the Leicester U3A website.
Botany

Steph Smith
botany
2.00pm on the 1st Monday of the moth, at Steph’s or at a nature
reserve or wood.

Bridge 1

Bob Collins
2.00pm every Wednesday at Bob’s.

14
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bridge1

Bridge 2

Henry Paulinski
bridge2
2.00pm every Thursday in members’ homes. Play this
wonderful game in congenial company. Ideal for Bridge players
with two or more years’ experience.

Bridge
Beginners

Keith Pyne
bridgebeginners
2.00pm on the 3rd and 4th Tuesdays of the month in members’
homes.

Bus Pass
Tours

Denise Buchan
buspass
Trips are once or twice a month. Dates and venues will vary
according to their destination.

Canasta

Barbara Sheppard
canasta
2.00pm on the 2nd and 4th Fridays of the month at Barbara’s.

Chess for
Pleasure

Graham Williams
chess
10.30am-12.30pm on the 1st Monday of the month at Graham’s.
Anyone who can play chess is welcome.

Computer
Help

Andy Williams
computerhelp
Contact Andy for help with computer problems.

Craft

Margaret Potter
2.00pm on the 2nd Friday of the month at Margaret’s.

Creative
Writing

Stella Memory
creativewriting
10.30 on the 2nd Monday of the month in members’ homes.

craft

Cryptic
Diana Barker
crosswords
Crosswords 1 2.00pm on the 3rd Monday of the month at Diana’s.
Cryptic
Barbara Russell
cryptic2
Crosswords 2 2.00pm on the 1st and 3rd Fridays of the month at Barbara’s.
Current
Affairs 1

		

Denise Aaron
currentaffairs1
2.30pm on the 1st Tuesday of the month in members’ homes.
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Current
Affairs 2

Henry Paulinski
currentaffairs2
10.30am on the 3rd Wednesday of the month in members’
homes.

Digital
Angela Jennings
photography
Photography 2.15pm on the 2nd Thursday of the month in the Quaker Meeting
House, Queen’s Road.
Digital Photo Bob Hall
photographyhelp
Help
Contact Bob for help with digital camera problems.
Discussion

Angela Kendrick
discussion
2.30pm on the 3rd Tuesday of the month in members’ homes.

Discussion 2 Henry Paulinski
discussion2
2.00pm on the 1st Monday of the month in members’ homes.
Drawing and Peter Elliott
drawing
Sketching
10.30am on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays of the month at Roy
Priestley’s. At each meeting the group decides what they would
like to draw on that occasion: art objects that participants bring
in for the day, or flowering pot plants etc.
Family
History

Sandra Barker
familyhistory
2.00pm on the 1st Friday of the month at the Leicestershire and
Rutland Family History Society, King Street.

French
Advanced 1

Fiona Oliver
frenchadvanced1
2.30pm every 2 weeks on Fridays in members’ homes.

French
Advanced 2

Peter Hampton
frenchadvanced2
2.30pm every 2 weeks on Thursdays in members’ homes.

French
Ivy Carr
frenchintermediate
Intermediate 2.30pm every 2 weeks on Fridays in members’ homes. All
members are involved in choosing topics for discussion, usually
2 or 3 meetings ahead.
16
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Gardening

Angie Barnes
gardening
2.00pm on the 2nd Monday of the month in members’ homes
or on a visit.

German
Paul McCann
german
Intermediate 10.00am on 3rd Tuesday of the month at Helen Parson’s.
Conversation
Gilbert and
Sullivan

Margot Comer
10.00am on the 1st Thursday of the month at Margot’s.

gands

Guitar 		
Pat Breen
Playing
10.30am on the 2nd Monday of the month in members’ homes.
History 1

Deborah Hartridge
history1
10.30am on the 1st Thursday of the month in members’ homes.

History 2

Mike Bates
history2
2.30pm on the 3rd Monday of the month in members’ homes.

How Hard
Can It Be

Gabrielle (Gabi) Garland
hhcib
In the morning on the 1st Friday of the month, time and venue
to vary according to the activity.

Irish
Language

Pat Breen
irish
2.00pm every 2 weeks on Thursdays in members’ homes.

Latin - Polish Jean Cloud
latin
Up Your
2.00pm on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of the month at Jean’s.
Rusty…
Little Theatre Elisabeth Somogyi
littletheatre
7.30pm on Wednesday of the week of performance at the Little
Theatre. See page ?? for a description of the group’s plans.
Mah-Jong

		

Ann Allsop
mah-jong
10.30am on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of the month at Ann’s.
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Medieval
People

Peter Kilty
10.00am on the 3rd Friday of the month.

Modern
Novel

Helen Parsons
modernnovel
10.30am on the 3rd Friday of the month in members’ homes.

medievalpeople

(Mon) Music Liz Warren
Appreciation 10.30am on the 3rd Monday of the month at Liz’s.

music.mon

(Wed) Music Jill Reville
music.wed
Appreciation 10.30am on the 3rd Wednesday of the month in members’
homes.
Natural
History

Richard Edwards
naturalhistory
10.00am on the 4th Tuesday of the month in members’ homes
or at a nature reserve.

Needlework Elisabeth Watkin
embroidery
and Knitting 2.30pm on the 2nd Monday of the month at Elisabeth’s
Orienteering Dave Barnes
orienteer
2.00pm on the 3rd Friday of the month. Venue to vary.
Paranormal
Phenomena

Alan Baker
paranorm
10.30am on the 3rd Monday of the month in members’ homes.

Parks and
Tearoom
Strolls

Marjorie Mallory, Cliff Ault (Deputy)
strolls
2.00pm every 2 weeks on Fridays during the Spring and
Summer months.

Petanque

Anne Harris
petanque
4.15pm –6.15pm on the 3rd and 4th Mondays of the month at
Leicester Bowling Club, Kenwood Road. A nominal fee of £1
per session will be charged. Please try to provide your own set
of bowls. The September meetings will be the final meetings for
this season, information for next season’s start will appear early
next year.

18
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Philosophy 1 Matt Matthew
philosophy1
10.00am on the 2nd and 4th Fridays of the month in members’
homes.
Philosophy 2 Judy Hastings
philosophy2
2.00pm – 3.30pm every 2 weeks on Thursdays at Judy’s
Philosophy 3 Dennis Foxon
philosophy3
10.30pm every 2 weeks on Wednesdays at Evington Library.
Poetry
Helen Parsons
Appreciation 10.30pm on the 1st Monday of the month at Helen’s.

poetry1

Poetry for
Pleasure

Jane Michel
11.00pm on the 2nd Monday of the month at Jane’s.

poetry2

Rambling

Jan Hall
Every 2 weeks, days and locations vary.

Reading
Margot Comer
Music Made 10.00am on Fridays every 2 weeks at Margot’s.
Easy

rambling
readingmusic

Reading For Jill Reville
reading1
Pleasure 1
2.00pm on the 3rd Monday of the month (usually) at Jill’s.
Rummikub
Priestley’s.

Barbara Sheppard
rummikub
2.30pm on the 3rd Monday of the month (usually) at Roy

Science and
Technology

Richard Thompson
2.30pm on the last Thursday of the month at Age UK,
Humberstone Gate.

Scrabble 1

Bill Manners
scrabble1
2.00pm on the 3rd Tuesday of the month in members’ homes.
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Scrabble 2

Janet Stratford
2.00pm on the 4th Monday of the month at Janet’s.

scrabble2

Shakespeare Liz Brandow
shakespeare
2.00pm – 4.00pm on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month
at the Quaker Meeting House, Queen’s Road. A small
contribution is required towards room hire and refreshments.
New members are always very welcome.
Singing for
Pleasure

Margaret Potter (Deputy)
singing
10.00am on the 4th Wednesday of the month at the Quaker
Meeting House, Queen’s Road.

Spanish
Lorna Pollard
spanish
Conversation 2.30pm on the 1st and 3rd Fridays of the month in members’
homes.
Steam
Railways

Mike Rowberry
2.00pm on the first Tuesday of the month, venues vary.

Summer
Croquett

Janet Connolly
croque
10.15am – 12.00pm on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the
month at Monks Rest Gardens Bowling Club, Vicarage Lane,
Old Humberstone, LE5 1EE

Sunday
Lunch

Patricia Thompson
lunch
12.30pm on the 2nd Sunday of the month.
The Convenor will need definite numbers 48 hours before the
meal. An email is sent out a week before to enable the booking
to go ahead. We aim for a 12.30 start and would really welcome
new members.

Swanns

Dave Barnes
swanns
10.00am every 2 weeks, days to vary. ‘Swanns’ stands for ‘Short
Walks And Nearly No Styles’
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Table Tennis Jackie Caunt, Pat Thompson (Deputy)
tabletennis
Every Wednesday at Parklands Leisure Centre, Oadby. The
group is being given different times – not always 2.00pm – by
Parklands every week. Therefore, it is advisable for new
members and those who have missed a week or two to contact
Jackie before attending a session.
Ten Pin
Bowling

Jenni Shelton
tenpin
10.30am on the 2nd Monday of the month at the Hollywood
Bowl, Meridian Leisure Park. The emphasis is on fun,
socialising, with tea and coffee at the end. Definitely not
competitive (yet…!). Car sharing is available if needed.

Ukulele

Steph Smith
ukulele
2.00pm – 4.00pm on the 1st Tuesday of the month at the
Leicester Progressive Jewish Synagogue, Avenue Road.

Video –
Making A

Bob Hall
video
10.15am on the 1st Thursday of every third month in members’
homes.

Welsh
Improvers

Brenda Worrall
welsh
2.30pm on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of the month, usually at
Brenda’s.

World History Jenni Shelton
worldhistory
10.00am on the 1st Monday of the month in members’ homes.
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Dates for your Diary
Thursday 19th September — Trip to Saltaire.
Tuesday 17th September – All Members Coffee Morning 10.15
Wednesday 25th September — Local Theatre Visit at 2:15 – War Horse.
Tuesday 15th October – All Members Coffee Morning 10.15
Thursday 17th October — Local Theatre Visit at 2:15 – Cabaret.
Tuesday 19th November – All Members Coffee Morning 10.15
Wednesday 27th November — Local Theatre Visit at 7:30 – West Side Story.
Little Theatre Visit details are on page 23.
Theatre Visits Group visit details are on page 24.
The All Members Coffee Mornings take place on the 3rd Tuesday of the month
at 10:15 at the Quaker Meeting House, Queens Road. There is a small charge to
cover the cost of coffee and biscuits and hiring the room.
Films at the Phoenix are shown at 10:30 on the second Wednesday of each
month. Cost: £6.00 including a drink of tea or coffee.
The film to be shown in a particular month can be found through a link
on our website. Otherwise contact the organiser, Malcolm Gray, by email
at mjgray220@gmail.com
Wellbeing and Hospitality
Enabling everyone to take part
Do you find it difficult to hear or see at the monthly meetings?
Do you have any mobility issues?
Is there anything else that prevents you from fully participating?
Christchurch is fully accessible with disabled facilities.
Members of the Wellbeing and Hospitality team (easily recognised wearing
blue/yellow sashes) are there if you need to have an end of row/front seat.
If there is anything else we can do that enables you to take part please tell us.
If you would prefer to talk to someone before you attend then please give
Sandra Barker a call and, if you have any suggestions, we’d be very happy to
hear them.
Also, if you know of any member who is unwell or has suffered a loss, then
please tell Elizabeth Hassall, a member of the Wellbeing team, and she will
send a card.
[Contact details on the separate contacts sheet.]
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Little Theatre

Contact Elisabeth Somogyi

(littletheatre@leicesteru3a.org.uk)
Single Spies
Comedy drama by Alan Bennett
Wednesday 2nd October 2019, at 7.30pm, £15.00*
Booking open till 15th September 2019
Oliver
Musical by Lionel Bart
Wednesday, 9th October 2019, 7.30 £15.50*
Booking open to 20th September 2019
Lettice and Lovage
Comedy by Peter Shaffer
Wednesday, 23rd October 2019, 7.30pm £15.50*
The Nutcracker
Special single performance by Vienna Festival Ballet
Wednesday 30th October 2019, £20.00*
Booking open to 3rd October 2019
*Concession price
Due to the Last Plantagenet pub closing, interested parties meet for a
pre-performance meal in the Tatra Restaurant, 1 Northampton Street
LE1 1PA (just off Granby Street) at 5.45 pm before the performance.
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Local Theatre Visits (Curve)
Contact Diana Barker

WAR HORSE
Wednesday 25th September
2.15pm
TICKETS ALL SOLD
CABARET
Thursday 17th October
2.15pm
TICKETS ALL SOLD

£35

£24

WEST SIDE STORY
Wednesday 27th November 7.30pm
£17.25
Special pre-view price
ONE TICKET REMAINING
Stalls AA & BB
Balance due 27th September
1957. In the midst of gang rivalry and racial tensions, love at first sight
strikes between Tony, of the White-American Jets and Maria, the sister
of Bernardo, of the Puerto Rican Sharks. In the face of danger, the two
young lovers continue to meet in secret – but the Jets and the Sharks
have one last rumble to fight out.
PHANTOM of the OPERA
Thursday 5th March 2020
2.15pm
£52
Stalls Rows R, S, T (25)
Balanced due 16th December
The brilliant original production of Andrew Lloyd Webber‘s The
Phantom of the Opera tells the tale of a disfigured musical genius
known only as ‘The Phantom’ who haunts the depths of the Paris Opera House. Mesmerised by the talents and beauty of a young soprano,
Christine, the Phantom lures her as his protégé and falls fiercely in
love with her. Unaware of Christine’s love for Raoul, the Phantom’s
obsession sets the scene for a dramatic turn of events where jealousy,
madness and passions collide.
enquiries to curve@leicesteru3a.org.uk

24

u3asites.org.uk/leicester

*STOP*PRESS*
Leicester U3A now has it’s very own, closed, Facebook page.
Only Leicester U3A members can join the group, and once
you’re in, only you and other Leicester U3A FB members can
see any of the posts or respond to them. So if you’ve got some
news about any of your groups, any questions, any pictures,
then come and join us. Look for Leicester U3A on Facebook,
and request to join, it’s a great way to share what you’re learning
with others and have fun. It’s all there to help you learn, laugh,
live!

Post-Christmas Social Event
This is what is called in modern jargon, a ‘heads up’, ie a little bit
of advanced warning, about a forthcoming social event. It’s not
strictly an advert, because I can’t tell you yet, when it will be, where
it will be, or exactly what performances might be on offer. At the
moment, you could say it’s just a twinkle in my eye! Sometime early
in the New Year, there will be a social event to which you will be
invited, either to perform, or to be in the audience. So, what will
the performances be? I’m hoping the performances will reflect the
interests and skills of our members and groups: Music obviously,
for a start: can you play a musical instrument, or sing? In a group,
solo, or a duet? But I’m keen to widen the appeal to more members,
so am hoping to include readings of favourite poems, passages from
favourite books etc. And if anyone is keen to do a bit of stand-up
comedy, well your time has come! So please, please, please, let me
know if you’re interested in performing at our post-Christmas ‘do’,
using the email address chair@leicesteru3a.org.uk . Because if you
don’t, I might just take it over completely and do all the performances myself! (…and if anyone can come up with a suitable name
for the event, that would be great!)
Steph Smith
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INTER U3A QUIZ NIGHT
Hello! My name is Janice Strand and I’m secretary at Hinckley U3A. I want
to invite you to the 4th Inter-U3A Quiz Night, hosted by Hinckley U3A on
3rd October. I hope it will be a fun night for everyone, just because we like
having fun in Hinckley. Please arrive by 6.45pm because the quiz starts at 7
pm. Supper will be served about 8pm, and the evening will end at 9.30pm.
Venue
The venue is the Earl Shilton Constitutional Club, 75 Station Road, Earl Shilton, Leicestershire LE9 7EG. There is a licenced bar, free car park, disabled
parking, and disabled access to the first floor via a stairlift.
Drinks
Drinks and snacks will be available at the bar but I can order you a supper of
fish and chips or chicken and chips at a cost of £5.50 per portion.
Teams
Each team should consist of 4 people, with a maximum of 3 teams per U3A.
Please let me know your team’s name(s) and the names of the team members
by 15th September - the deadline for ordering tickets and food. There is an
entry form on the Events page of the Leicester U3A web site under Social
Events.
Food
We’ll break for supper or snacks at 8pm. As well as bar snacks, I can order fish and chips or chicken and chips from Earl Shilton’s award winning
chippy. The cost is £5.50 per portion. If you want supper, please complete the
form as appropriate.
Tickets
Tickets cost £8 per team. Only one cheque per U3A please, otherwise the
Treasurer will be cross with me! Please make your cheque payable to Hinckley U3A, and don’t forget to include the cost of your food order (if any).
Rules
The rules are very simply: no electronic gizmos! The quizmaster’s decision is
final and, in the event of a tie, there will be a tie break.
And Finally
I look forward to welcoming you on the 3rd October and hope you have an
enjoyable evening. Please RSVP by 15th September, and email or call if you
have any questions.
Janice Strand, Secretary, Hinckley U3A
Email silverlake@silverlake.plus.com Phone 01455 213 266
26

u3asites.org.uk/leicester

About the Newsletter
Delivery

The Newsletter is normallly delivered to members by email as a pdf file with
one page per side.
If you have trouble rerading the Newsletter from email (or do not have email)
and cannot attend the monthly meetings to collect a hard cpoy, then either
] you can have them posted to you for the cost of postage 			
		 (contact the Secretary for details of the scheme); or
] you may be able to collect one from AgeUK on Queens Road or
		 Evington Library where a few copies are deposited each month after the
		meeting.

Contributions

The deadline for items to be included in the October 2019 Newsletter is
Tuesday 24th September. Contributions (from members) should be sent to the
editor.
[newsletter@leicesteru3a.org.uk]
If you want to submit your entry as hard copy, please contact the Editor, or the
Secretary, to get an address to which you can send it.
I am always pleased to receive brief reports from groups about their recent
activities and I extend my thanks to all the authors who have done so, so far.
Please keep them coming. The occasional picture would be welcome as well.
Subscriptions for 2019
Joining between 1st November 2018 and
30 June 2019
Joining between 1st July 2019 and
31st October 2019

Individual
£15.00

Associate*
£11.50

£9.00

£6.00

Membership runs from the date of joining until the end of 2019.
Similarly 2020 membership runs from the date of joining until the end of
2020.
*Associate membership is for those who have paid a full subscription to another
U3A this year.
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LEICESTER U3A meets on the second Tuesday of each month (except
August and December) at Christchurch, Clarendon Park Road, LE2
3AH, and there are special interest groups that meet regularly in
members’ homes and elsewhere.

INTERESTED IN JOINING?
You can find out more about joining Leicester U3A by visiting the
website or by contacting the Membership Secretary.
Application forms are available to download from the website
or they can be posted to you on request to the Membership
Secretary.
(Email: membership@leicesteru3a.org.uk Tel: 0116 291 1814)
The form includes information on where to send your application
and the annual subscription.
(Details of subscriptions for 2019 are on page 27)
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