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Plants at Ulverscroft Priory as seen by the Botany group
Pictures by Steph Smith (See page 7)

May Meeting: Tuesday 14th at 2:45.
Speaker: Jed Jaggard
Leicestershire and the Cold War
Jed Jaggard, a BA Honours graduate in Performing Arts, is a leading exponent in
providing hands-on history for everyone and has been involved with re-enactment since 1999. He has always been keen to participate in various events and
loves to discover the different ways in which history was presented for the
public. This has subsequently allowed him providing hands-on history for
everyone to draw on a range of presentation techniques combining the best to
produce a memorable day. Although interested in all aspects of history, he has a
passion for the Cold War period which led to him obtaining a former Royal
Observer Corps Post.
Tensions between Putin and Trump remind one of the days of the Cold War,
when Leicester was regarded as a military target by Russian Intelligence. As
recently as 1974, detailed local maps were made by the Soviets featuring
strategic buildings, such as Territorial Army centres, railway stations and gas
works. Jed will bring the era to life with a thought provoking and entertaining
account of the Cold War era, looking at Britain's military commitments in the
post war world, the technology they embarked on to keep pace with the Great
Powers, the response in a nuclear attack and how the government prepared the
country for a nuclear attack.
Next Meeting: Tuesday, June 11th at 2:45
Speaker: Sara Read
Maladies and Medicines in the 1620s.
Attendance at the April Meeting: 125 members, 5 visitors.
Membership 2019 – Additions, Corrections and Updates
The membership now stands at 402.
Margaret Potter (Membership Secretary)
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Message from the Chair
Well fortunately the turn-out for Samantha Hancock’s talk about on-line scams at
the April Monthly Meeting was very good, which meant that our rerun of the failed AGM in April was successful. Consequently, we
now have a properly elected Committee, so thank you and well done
to all of you who came to the meeting. I’m sure you’ll agree that
Samantha’s talk gave all of us much food for thought. We now have a
full Committee of twelve, which is the healthiest I’ve known the
Committee to be in the three and a half years since I joined Leicester
U3A.
We won’t be resting on our laurels however, there’s always much to do to keep
Leicester U3A running like the well-oiled machine we hope for. Succession is
always an issue with the Committee due to the restrictions on the amount of time
someone can serve on the Committee as an ordinary member (three years) and also
as an Officer of the Committee (six years). The beauty of this is that ‘cliques’ can’t
become established which might stifle progress (as in “This is how we’ve always
done things...”) and people regularly come onto the Committee with renewed
energy and enthusiasm, as well as fresh ideas and opinions regarding what can be
done and how things can be achieved. The obvious downside is that there is an
inevitable loss of expertise and experience, and a constant need to replace members
as they step down.
This also applies to the various essential jobs that non-Committee members do,
though without the time restrictions. Our U3A would struggle to survive without
our Really Useful Members (RUMs), who carry out many roles on behalf of the
membership, from members running the catering at Monthly Meetings, Convenors,
Meeter-Greeters, to the Newsletter Editor, Website Manager etc etc! When a RUM
is unable to continue in the role, it can be extremely difficult to replace them. This
was the case when our well-established and experienced Speaker Finder, Elaine
King, moved down to Devon to be near her family. Those were very big boots to
fill and it has taken quite some time to find a replacement. We are fortunate to have
finally replaced her with Keith Pyne, who has already started his planning for 2020!
There are always jobs that need to be done by somebody, and perhaps that someone
could be you. No-one is ‘more eligible’ or ‘would be better’ than you. We all
started off as a member, and your outlook, opinions and ideas are as valuable as
everyone else’s. There’s also the other side of it, that it’s actually very rewarding to
get involved in running things and seeing it all come together: they say ‘the more
you put in the more you get out’ and I think I agree. I have loved being Groups Coordinator and seeing new groups become established. They almost had to wrench
that job out of my clutched hands. I’m hoping that my new job as your Chair of
Committee will prove equally rewarding. I will do my best!
Steph Smith
u3asites.org.uk/leicester
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Speakers
We are always keen to hear about good and interesting speakers.
If, somewhere other than U3A, you have heard a talk which you would like to
recommend for a monthly meeting, please contact the Secretary to let her know.
(Contact details can be found on the separate contacts sheet.)
Committee News
The new committee is as follows:
Steph Smith — Chair;
Jenny Foxon — Vice-Chair;
Ros Devine — Secretary;
Bill Manners — Treasurer;
Neil Taylor — Groups Coordinator;
Margaret Potter — Membership Secretary;
Sandra Barker — Wellbeing and Hospitality;
Stella Memory — Minutes Secretary;
Members without portfolio:
Tony Davison;
Gabi Garland;
Bob Holness;
Elisabeth Somogyi.
In addition Irene Ault will act as Systems Administrator responsible for the
Beacon data management system. and Graham Williams continues as Web
Manager.
The minutes of committee meetings are available at the Secretary’s table at
monthly meetings and also on the members’ page of the website.
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Social Committee
Cast your minds back to 2016, which was our 21st Anniversary year. You may
remember some of the special events the then Committee, under the leadership
of Sue Howard, organised throughout the year to help us celebrate: the Steam
Railway trip, the afternoon tea, the quiz. Everyone seemed to enjoy them and
indeed asked at the time if we could have them more often. I’ve recently visited
another local U3A, which regularly holds social events throughout the year,
which if the photos on display were anything to go by, were clearly a lot of fun.
So I’ve decided to add ‘have fun’ to the list of activities we do. But this will need
organising, you can’t conjure up a cream tea or a ceilidh out of nowhere (just a
couple of suggestions there!). We need a small social committee, of say, three
members to organise an event to get the ball rolling. These will not be a
Committee posts, but there will be one member of the Committee to oversee this
little band of adventurers. These people will not necessarily organise every
event, but decide on events, and hopefully, for each event, in turn organise a
small group of people to focus on that one event. That way, different people can
contribute, and it’s not always the same people every time. This is very much
how we organised things in 2016!
So if you are interested, please let me know or put your name on the sign-up
sheet at the Monthly Meeting. Also, if you have any ideas for events we could
have during the year, please let me know. Let’s have some fun!
Steph Smith
New Members Coffee Mornings
The Wellbeing and Hospitality team are very proud of the New Members
Coffee Mornings - joining a new organisation can be very daunting, but
having these events in members’ homes means it’s easy to get to know
people. If you think you'd be interested in joining our Wellbeing team you'll
always find me at the Monthly Meeting, or contact me, as we'd love to have
you.
Sandra Barker
Refreshment Helpers
Volunteers are needed to serve refreshments at monthly meetings. If you feel
you could help, please contact Sandra Barker, Wellbeing and Hospitality Coordinator. (See the contacts sheet.)

u3asites.org.uk/leicester
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Presentation

Steph presents
flowers to Irene as a
thank you from the
committee and
members for her
sterling work as
Secretary over the
last six years

Wellbeing and Hospitality
Enabling everyone to take part
Do you find it difficult to hear or see at the monthly meetings?
Do you have any mobility issues?
Is there anything else that prevents you from fully participating?
Christchurch is fully accessible with Disabled facilities.
Members of the Wellbeing and Hospitality team (easily recognised wearing
blue/yellow sashes) are there if you need to have an end of row/front seat.
If there is anything else we can do that enables you to take part please tell us.
If you would prefer to talk to someone before you attend then please give Sandra
Barker a call and, if you have any suggestions, we’d be very happy to hear them.
Also, if you know of any member who is unwell or has suffered a loss, then
please tell Elizabeth Hassall, a member of the Wellbeing team, and she will send
a card. [Contact details on the separate contacts sheet.]
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Botany
Can you imagine sitting and discussing twigs for over an hour? Looking at the fine
detail of how the winter buds are arranged along the stem, whether they’ve got bud
scales or not and if they have, how many? Then slicing the stem open to see if there
are any divisions in the pith? No? Well how about arguing over the minutiae of leaves;
their shape, the nature of their margin, what the venation is like, are they hairy, what
kind of hairs are they? What do they look like down the microscope? These are just
two of the sessions we’ve had in the relatively newly-formed Botany group.
As a Biology teacher I’ve always been interested in plants, but when I’ve been out in
the countryside, I’ve been able to recognise hardly any of the plants or to tell my
Veronica from my Bittercress. I always said I needed a course, someone to point them
out and tell me what they were. Nearly 2 years ago, one of the Monthly Meeting talks
was by Dr Richard Gornall from the University of Leicester, talking about Arboreta.
Towards the end, he spoke about courses for adults/non-students at the University,
including a plant identification course. Light bulb moment! To cut a long story short, I
did the course last year and it was wonderful. It was perfect for my needs, they did
indeed point out to me what all those lovely little plants were, or rather more
importantly, they taught me how I can find out.
Through this I’ve learned about the wider world of Botany, about my local Botany
group (BSBI VC55), about the National Plant Monitoring Scheme, about the Field
Studies Council and lots more. I took part in my first New Year Plant Hunt: three
hours around New Years Day to identify as many plants in flower as you can (not
planted garden plants), anywhere you like. My Botany buddy on the day and I
identified thirtyseven. Next year, I’m hoping the new U3A Botany group will take
part. Once the weather warms up a bit, we’ll be developing the most important skill of
all, identifying wild plants, out in the field, using Floral Keys. I say ‘in the field’ - we
could easily find ourselves in town, in a carpark, or alongside the canal, which was
where we did our New Year Plant Hunt.
Because plants are everywhere. Next time you’re waiting for a bus or just walking
along the street, have a look round and see if you can see any plants. You will, I can
almost guarantee it. They’ll be tiny, probably scrappy, growing between the cracks in
the pavement, or in the corner where the front garden wall meets the pavement and
they are always overlooked. But do you know what they are? These miraculous little
survivors who despite being walked on, peed on by dogs, polluted by road traffic, and
the salt they put on the roads, still manage to put out a few leaves and eventually some
gorgeous tiny flowers. Once you know what they’re called, which plant family they’re
in and what makes them different from other similar plants, suddenly they’re no
longer ‘weeds’. There’s a lovely quote from AA Milne, as said by Pooh: “Weeds are
flowers too, once you get to know them”. Never a truer word… So if you’d like to
know a bit more about the plant life you see every day, then perhaps you’re a budding
Botanist. Come along and find out.
Steph Smith
u3asites.org.uk/leicester
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National Summer Schools
Booking for this year's National Summer Schools has now opened. There is
more information on the national website at https://summer-schools.u3a.org.uk/.
Or phone National Office on 020 84666139.
Courses on offer:
Aston University, Aston Street, Birmingham, B4 7ET
Monday 12th to Thursday 15th August 2019
Art History & Archaeology - Ancient Civilisations of the Americas;
Creative Writing - The Big Novel;
English Poetry - During the Reign of Queen Victoria 1837-1901;
Film - International Films, Italian - La Bella Italia - Lingua e Cultura;
Linguistics - Child Language Acquisition;
Literature/Philosophy - Irisland;
Music - Jazz - The Sound of Surprise;
Ukulele - Play Ukulele;
Singing - Singing for Pleasure
Royal Agricultural University, Cirencester, GL7 6JS
Tuesday 10th September to Friday 13th September 2019
Crosswords - Cryptic Crosswords for Beginners;
Drama - Mid Twentieth Century Drama;
Garden History -Influential Women in English Garden History;
History - Bede and the Conversion of England;
Language - Latin for Roman Britain and Beyond;
Literature - Shakespeare and the Props Department;
Mathematics - Surprised by Maths;
Opera - Donizetti's Three (and a bit) Queens;
Philosophy - Introduction to Philosophy;
Making Music - Recorder Ensemble.
General Information from Groups
Backgammon
Backgammon is one of the oldest games in existence, alongside Go and Chess. It is easy
to learn the basic moves but, in common with Go and Chess, it takes time to become
proficient. The group is open to anyone, whether beginner, advanced or any stage
between. Come along and join in this fascinating game of planning and strategy, where
even a raw beginner can beat the odds and win!
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Bridge Beginners
This group is for those who have never played Bridge but are intrigued by it and want to
learn, or for those who played it in their youth but have forgotten it all. We are all learning
together in a relaxed and friendly environment. Absolutely no experience necessary!

Canasta
Canasta is an absorbing card game, played with two packs of ordinary cards, including the
jokers. It is based on the game of Rummy and can be played in groups of 2, 3 or 4
persons. All are welcome, both experienced players and absolute beginners.

Gilbert and Sullivan
We will sometimes watch short portions of an operetta and will discuss how best to more
fully enjoy the details of Libretto and Music with discussions on the details of each.

Orienteering
Orienteering is an exciting outdoor adventure sport which involves walking whilst
navigating around a course using a detailed map and sometimes a compass. The aim is to
navigate in sequence between a set of control points and decide the best route to complete
the course in the quickest time.

Paranormal Phenomena
This group caters for anyone interested in UFOs, ESP, conspiracy theories or any of the
wealth of unexplained phenomena out there in the world. We meet once a month to
examine strange happenings, weigh up the evidence and discuss the different theories.
Anyone with an open and curious mind is welcome.

Reading Music
Finding how to interpret the dots and squiggles in printed music that seem to make sense
to the performers. We have decided to work through set books now, having sorted out and
enjoyed some preliminary queries.
New enquiries would be very welcome.

Summer Croquet
We look forward to welcoming new players (instruction given) and seasoned players.
Green fees 2.50 per session. Leicester Croquet Club members fees are already included
in their LCC subscription.

Steam Railways
This is the group for those who long for the romance of the old steam trains. Were you a
train-spotter in your youth, and mourn the passing of those iconic machines? Fancy
learning even more, or sharing your passion with others? This group meets once a month,
with discussions, presentations and visits, all with a steam railways theme. Doesn’t matter
if you don’t know anything about them, you soon will!

Table Tennis
We are a small group of folk who enjoy table tennis. Obviously at our age it’s about
fitness and wellbeing. We will not at any stage be entering the Olympics.

u3asites.org.uk/leicester
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We are competitive in a kind way and would welcome others into the group, it’s always
nice to play different folk and see different approaches to the game.
The session is £1 a time. I always book 2 tables therefore sometimes you may have to
take turns playing or if you want a rest the opportunity for that also.

Reports from the Groups
Swanns
Our 3rd walk took place on Wed 16th April from the Manor in Glen Parva
organised by Jenny, 9 members attending. We walked along the canalside to
Crow Mills and returned along Mill Lane back to the Ford, crossing over the
bridge at the rear of the Manor pub. This was a very pleasant walk on a warm
sunny day followed by a meal at the pub which everyone seemed to
enjoy.Organisers are still required for most walks for the rest of the summer.
Dave Barnes
Orienteering
The 1st meeting of the Orienteering Group took place at Knighton Park on
Friday 26 April attended by 5 members. We did 2 short courses on the park
starting with the simple White course ( approx. 1.2 km) and followed by a
slightly more difficult Yellow course (approx. 1.5 km). Courses are organised
by colours according to length and difficulty. No one got lost and hopefully
enjoyed learning a bit about map reading whilst walking around the park. If
this appeals to you please get in touch.
Dave Barnes
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World History
On 1st April 2019 the WHG were given a talk on the Templars by Elisabeth,
who later showed us around
the chapel, used by the
Templars, next to Rothley
Court.
The whole area was once
owned by the Templars and
later passed to the Babbington
Family.

Pictures: Rothley Court, the
Babbington coat of arms and
U3A members in the grounds.

u3asites.org.uk/leicester
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Rambling - A Super Day Out
Fourteen intrepids set out from Leicester station and began their walk at
Grindleford station in the Derbyshire peaks last Thursday. The showers held
off for the most part and it was perfect walking weather.
It really is one of the most scenic areas as it says on the Discover Derbyshire
website: There can be no doubt that this is one of the most attractive walks in
the Peak District through beautiful Padley Gorge and Longshaw Estate. When
crossing the railway bridge at the start of the walk, Totley Tunnel can be seen
on the right. The tunnel, over three miles in length, was the longest railway
tunnel in Britain at the time of its construction. When it was opened in 1896, it
linked the Hope Valley with Sheffield and brought prosperity to the valley.
Padley Gorge has stunning ancient oak woodland that's a site of Special
Scientific Interest although whether this includes the dead tree trunks with
coins hammered into them by walkers is questionable! It does have an eerily
magic feel to it though…
The walking group is planning to have its annual residential for a few days in
the Peaks this summer so if you're interested then contact the Convenor and
come and join us, everyone's welcome!
Sue Howard
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News from the Groups Co-ordinator
Hello! I’m Neil, taking over from Steph Smith as the Groups Co-ordinator.
A hard act to follow, but I’ll have a go, and hope to suggest
things, help solve any problems and pass on any useful
information to you as the weeks go by.
I’ll be at the Monthly Meetings and Coffee Mornings to chat,
and as with Steph do keep suggesting any ideas about Groups
you might like to have. I’ll do my best to start the ball rolling.
I’ll keep a sharp eye also on other U3As around the country, for what they are
doing and the groups they are starting.
Already you are getting in touch, and there is already another Art Appreciation
group, and another Current Affairs group in the offing. The Mah Jong group, still
being advertised, is looking healthy, and there is still time to sign up. My stand at
the Monthly meeting will still have the sign-up list to put your name down and
do take the opportunity to look at the lists on the Boards. These, as you know,
indicate the different areas, Arts, Sciences, etc people might be interested in. I’m
sure like me and Steph, will be able to spot gaps we can handily fill with groups.
One thing I have personally noticed is the trend for groups with larger numbers.
This is great, and if your group decides it can have a lot of members, do by all
means go for it. Remember in the U3A, we are never “full”. However, if for any
reason, you have a lack of space in your living rooms, a lack of chairs, whatever,
do tell me straightaway and we can begin to advertise another group.
That’s enough from me this month. Do keep in touch with any news, thoughts or
suggestions. I’ll try to answer as quickly as possible
Neil Taylor
Budding Groups –those seeking members in order to start
Mah Jong Beginners (2nd Advert)
This tile-based game of strategy, skill and calculation has a history going
back to the Qing dynasty China (1630s) and is now played the world over. If
you are intrigued by it and would like to join a group who will teach
themselves how to play, then do put your name down on the sign-up sheets,
on the Groups table, or contact the Groups Co-ordinator.
Perudo (2nd Advert)
Perudo is variously also called Dudo, Cacho and Liars Dice, and was
described to me as ‘poker with dice’! It is not just a straightforward game of
13
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chance but involves bidding and strategy. If you would like to know more,
you might want to Google it (how do you think I know about it?!), then add
your name to the sign-up sheet, or contact the Groups Co-ordinator.

Next Group Meetings
Please remember, you MUST be a member of Leicester U3A and contact
the convenor before joining a group. You can contact the convenor by email
by adding @leicesteru3a.org.uk to the generic address given with each
group. For example, to contact the architecture convenor, send an email to
architecture1@leicesteru3a.org.uk
Detailed information on all our groups is also available on our website and
members can contact the convenors from there. The information is also available
as a “Contacts Sheet” sent out by email and at the groups table at monthly
meetings.

If you have difficulty contacting the convenor, try the Groups Coordinator
instead. (See also page 8 for more general information about some of the
groups.)
Dates included in the following list are for meetings taking place between
12 May and 14 June (inclusive).
Architecture Susan Martin-Butt

architecture1

2:00 on the 3rd Thursday of the month in members’ homes.
Next: 16 May.
Car-sharing trip to Lichfield.
architecture2
Architecture Peter Kilty
and the Built 2:00 on the 3rd Tuesday of the month at the Quaker Meeting House,
Environment Queens Road. The group does a lot of local architectural walks (past and
future walks include the West End, Leicester University, the New Walk
and Humberstone Road). Further information from Peter.
Next: 21 May.
Meet at Victoria Park Gates at 2:00.
Subject: Lutyens in Leicester.
architecture3
Architecture Veronica Matthew
and Design 2:30 on the 2nd Wednesday of the month at Leicester Progressive Jewish
Congregation Synagogue, Avenue Road..
Next: 12 June.
All-day coach trip to Wisbech for a tour round
the Georgian architecture and a visit to Peckover House owned by the
National Trust. Open to all U3A members.
artappreciation
Art Appre- Mary Neilson
ciation 10:00 on the 1st Friday of the month in members’ homes or at a gallery.
Next: 7 June at Bob’s.
Adrian Maben.
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Topic: Monsieur Rene Magritte- a film by

backgammon
Back- Bob Collins
gammon 10:00 on the 4th Tuesday of the month in members’ homes.
Next: 28 May.
bones
Bones for Jean Stone
Life 10:30 on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the month at the Leicester
Progressive Jewish Synagogue, Avenue Road.
Next: 15 May.
Later: 5 June.

Bookworms Nick Arlett

bookworms
10:30 — 12:00 on the 1st Wednesday of the month at The Exchange Bar
(opposite Curve), 50 Rutland Street. Please contact Nick Arlett if you are
interested in joining. For more information, including a list of novels so
far, please see the Bookworms page on the Leicester U3A website.
Next: 5 June.
Book: The Accidental by Ali Smith.

Botany Steph Smith

botany

2:00 on the 1st Monday of the month at Steph’s.
First: 3 June.

Bridge 1 Bob Collins

bridge1

2:00 every Wednesday at Bob’s.
Next: 15 May.
Later: 22, 29 May, 5, 12 June.
bridgebeginners
Bridge Keith Pyne
Beginners 2:00 on the 3rd and 4th Tuesdays of the month in members’ homes.
Next: 21 May.

Later: 28 May.

Bridge 2 Henry Paulinski

bridge2
2:00 every Thursday in members’ homes. Play this wonderful game in
congenial company. Ideal for Bridge players with two or more years'
experience.
Next: 16 May.
Later: 23, 30 May, 6, 13 June.

buspass
Buspass Denise Buchan
Tours Trips are once or twice a month. Dates and venues will vary according to
destination.
A very constructive Members' planning meeting was held at the end of
April and we now have eight different tours coming up over the summer,
We welcome new members to the group so if you are interested in finding
out more with a view to joining us, please contact the convenor via the
usual u3a channels. We look forward to meeting you. Informal group
meetings are held in the tea room at Christchurch after the monthly u3a
talk. Hope to see you there.
Next: May.
Destination: Coventry.

u3asites.org.uk/leicester
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Canasta Barbara Sheppard

canasta

2:00 on the 2nd and 4th Fridays of the month at Barbara’s.
Next: 24 May.
Later: 14 June.

Chess for Graham Williams
Pleasure 10:30 - 12:30 on the 1st Monday of the month at Graham’s.

chess

Anyone who can play chess is welcome.
Next: 13 May (deferred from the 3rd - Bank Holiday).

Craft Margaret Potter

craft

2:00 on the 2nd Friday of the month at Margaret’s.
Next: 14 June.
creativewriting
Creative Stella Memory
Writing Usually 10:30 on the 1st Monday of the month in members’ homes.
Next: 3 June.
crosswords
Cryptic Diana Barker
Crosswords 2:00 on the 3rd Monday of the month at Diana’s.
1 We have lost a member so have one vacancy for a member wishing to
'learn/improve in this very sociable group.
Next: 20 May.

Cryptic Barbara Russell
Crosswords 2:00 on the 1st and 3rd Fridays of the month at Barbara’s.
2 Next: 17 May.
Later: 7 June.

cryptic2

currentaffairs1
Current Denise Aaron
Affairs 1 2:30 on the 1st Tuesday of the month in members’ homes.
Next: 4 June.
currentaffairs2
Current Henry Paulinski
Affairs 2 10:30 on the 3rd Wednesday of the month in members’ homes.
Next: 22 May. (Note change from 3rd Wednesday.)
photogaphy
Digital Angela Jennings
Photography 2:15 on the 2nd Thursday of the month at the Quaker Meeting House,
Queens Rd.
Next: 13 June.

Topic:

Discussion Angela Kendrick
2:30 on the 3rd Tuesday of the month in members’ homes.
Next: 21 May.
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discussion

Discussion 2 Henry Paulinski

discussion2

2:00 on the 1st Monday of the month in members’ homes.
Next: 3 June.
drawing
Drawing & Kamal Ohri
Sketching 10:30 on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays of the month at Roy Priestley’s.
At each meeting the group decides what they would like to draw on that
occasion: art objects that participants bring in for the day or flowering pot
plants etc.
Next: 16 May.
Later: 6 June.
familyhistory
Family Sandra Barker
History 2:00 on the 1st Friday of the month at the Leicestershire and Rutland
Family History Society, King Street.
Next: 7 June.

French Fiona Oliver
Advanced 1 2:30 every 2 weeks on Fridays in members’ homes.
Next: 24 May.

frenchadvanced1

Later: 7 June.

frenchadvanced2
French Peter Hampton
Advanced 2 2:30 every 2 weeks on Thursdays in members’ homes.
Next: 16 May.

Later: 30 May, 13 June.

French Ivy Carr
Intermediate 2:30 every 2 weeks on Fridays in members’ homes.

frenchintermediate

All members are involved in choosing topics, usually two or three
meetings ahead.
Next: 17 May.
Later: 31 May, 14 June.

Gardening Angie Barnes

gardening
2:00 on the 2nd Monday of the month in members’ homes or on a visit.
Next: 13 May at Mavis Smith’s.
Later: 10 June.
Planning visit to Ryton Organic Garden.

german
German Paul McCann
Conversation 10:00 to 12:00 on the 3rd Tuesday of the month at Helen Parsons’.
Next: 21 May.

Gilbert and Margot Comer
Sullivan 10:00 on the 1st Thursday of the month at Margot’s.

gands

Next: 6 June.
guitar
Guitar Pat Breen
Playing Normally10:30 on 2nd Monday of the month in members’ homes.
Next: 13 May.

u3asites.org.uk/leicester

Later: 10 June.

17

History 1 Deborah Hartridge

history1

10:30 on the 1st Thursday of the month in members’ homes.
Next: 6 June.

History 2 Mike Bates

history2

2:30 on the 3rd Monday of the month in members’ homes.
Next: 20 May at Mike’s. Topic: William Conquer - Video and
Presentation.
hhcib
How Hard Gabrielle (Gabi) Garland
Can It Be Morning on the 1st Friday of the month. Time and Venue to vary
according to activity.
Next: 7 June.

Irish Pat Breen
Language 2:00 every 2 weeks on Thursdays in members’ homes.
Next: 23 May.

irish

Later: 6 June.

Latin Jean Cloud
Polish Up 2:30 on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of the month at Jean’s.
Your Rusty - Next: 23 May.
Later: 13 June.

latin

littletheatre
Little Elisabeth Somogyi
Theatre 7:30 on Wednesday of the week of performance at the Little Theatre.
See page 25 for a description of the group’s plans.
Next: 22 May.
Play: Death of a Salesman.

Mah-Jong Ann Allsop

mahjong

10:30 on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of the month at Ann’s.
Next: 27 May.
Later: 10 June.

Medieval Peter Kilty
People 10:00 on the 3rd Friday of the month.
Next: 17 May at Peter’s.
Chartreuse on tap?

medievalpeople

Topic: Bruno and the Carthusians —

modernnovel
Modern Helen Parsons
Novel 10:30 on the 3rd Friday of the month in members’ homes.
Next: 17 May at Enid’s.

Book: Transcriptions by Kate Atkinson.

(Mon) Music Liz Warren
Appreciation 10:30 on the 3rd Monday of the month at Liz’s.
Next: 20 May.
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Life and Work of Berlioz

music.mon

music.wed
(Wed) Music Jill Reville
Appreciation 10:30 on the 3rd Wednesday of the month in members’ homes.
Next: 15 May at Aileen and John’s. Topic: Voices.

Natural Richard Edwards
History 10:00 on the 4th Tuesday of the month.

naturalhistory

Next: 28 May.

Needlework Elisabeth Watkin
and Knitting 2:30 on the 2nd Monday of the month at Elisabeth’s.
Next: 13 May.

embroidery

Later: 10 June.

Orienteering Dave Barnes

orienteer

2:00 on the 3rd Friday of the month. Venue to vary.
Next: 17 May.
Venue: Evington Arboretum.

Paranormal Alan Baker
Phenomena 10:30 on the 3rd Monday of the month in members’ homes

paranorm

Next: 20 May.
strolls
Parks and Marjory Mallory, Cliff Ault (Deputy)
Tearoom 2:00 every 2 weeks on Fridays during the Spring and Summer months.
Strolls Next: 24 May.
Bradgate Park (Hallgates end).
Later: 14 June.

Kings Lock, Aylestone.

Pétanque Anne Harris

petanque
4:15 to 6:15 on the 3rd and 4th Mondays of the month at Leicester
Bowling Club, Kenwood Rd. A nominal fee of £1 per session will be
charged. Please try to provide your own set of boules.
Next: 20 May.
Later: 27 May.

Philosophy 1 Matt Matthew

philosophy1
10:00 on the 2nd and 4th Fridays of the month in members’ homes.
Book: Mortal Questions by Thomas Nagel.
Next: 24 May.
Later: 14 June.

Philosophy 2 Judy Hastings

philosophy2

Normally 2:00–3:30 every 2 weeks on Thursdays at Judy’s.
Starting Human Nature after Darwin by Janet Radciffe-Richards.
Next: 23 May.
Later: 6 June.

Philosophy 3 Dennis Foxon

philosophy3

10:30 every 2 weeks on Wednesdays at Evington Library.
Reading Causing Death and Saving Lives by Jonathan Glover.
Next: 15 May.
Later: 12 June.
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Poetry Helen Parsons
Appreciation 10:30 on the 1st Monday of the month at Helen’s.

poetry1

Next: 3 June.

Poetry for Jane Michel
Pleasure 11:00 on the 2nd Monday of the month at Jane’s.
Next: 13 May.

poetry2

Later: 10 June.

Rambling Jan Hall

rambling

Every 2 weeks. Days and locations vary.

Reading Margot Comer
Music Made 10:00 every 2 weeks at Margot’s.
Easy Next: 17 May.
Later: 31 May, 14 June.
Reading for Jill Reville
Pleasure 1 2:00 on the 3rd Monday of the month (usually) at Jill’s.
Next: 20 May.

readingmusic

reading1

Book choosing meeting.

Rummikub Barbara Sheppard

rummikub
2:30 on the 3rd Monday of the month (usually) at Roy Priestley’s.
Next: 20 May.

science
Science & Richard Thompson
Technology 2:30 on the last Thursday of the month at AgeUK, Humberstone Gate.
Next: 30 May.

Scrabble 1 Bill Manners

scrabble1

2:00 on the 3rd Tuesday of the month in members’ homes.
Next: 21 May at Valerie’s.

Scrabble 2 Janet Stratford

scrabble2

2:00 on the 4th Monday of the month at Janet’s.
Next: 27 May.

Shakespeare Liz Brandow

shakespeare
2:00 to 4:00 on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month at the Quaker
Meeting House, Queens Rd.
Reading Cymbeline and watching DVD.
A small contribution is required towards room hire and refreshments.
New members always very welcome.
Next: 22 May.
Later: 12 June.

20

singing
Singing for Margaret Potter (Deputy)
Pleasure 10:00 on the 4th Wednesday of the month at the Quaker Meeting House,
Queens Road.
Next: 22 May.

Later: 7 June.

spanish
Spanish Lorna Pollard
Conversation 2:30 on the 1st and 3rd Fridays of the month in members’ homes.
Next: 17 May.

Steam Mike Rowberry
Railways 2:00 on the 1st Tuesday of the month.

steam

Next: 4 June.
croquet
Summer Barbara Russell (Deputy)
Croquet 10:15 – 12:00 on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month at Monks Rest
Gardens Bowling Club, Vicarage Lane, Old Humberstone, LE5 1EE.
Next: 22 May.
Later: 12 June

Sunday Patricia Thompson
Lunch 12:30 on the 2nd Sunday of the month.

lunch

The convenor will need definite numbers 48 hours before the meal. An
email is sent out a week before to enable the booking to go ahead.
We aim for a 12:30 start and would really welcome new members.
Next: 12 May.
Venue: To be decided.
Later: 9 June.

Swanns Dave Barnes

swanns

10:00 every two weeks. Days to vary.
”Swanns” stands for “Short Walks And Nearly No Stiles”.
Next 15 May.
Venue: Black Horse, Foxton. Contact Cliff and
Irene Ault.

Table Tennis Jackie Caunt Pat Thompson (Deputy)

tabletennis

Every Wednesday at Parklands Leisure Centre, Oadby.
The group is being given different times - not always 2:00 - by Parklands
every week, Therefore it is advisable for new members and those who
have missed a week or two to contact Jackie before attending a session.
Next: 15 May.
Later: 22, 29 May, 5,12 June.
tenpin
Ten Pin Jenni Shelton
Bowling 10:30 on the 2nd Monday of the month at the Hollywood Bowl, Meridian
Leisure Park.
The emphasis is on fun, socialising, with tea and coffee at the end.
Definitely not competitive (yet....!). Car sharing is available if needed.
Next: 13 May.
Later: 10 June.
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theatre
Theatre Jenny Foxon
Visits About 4 or 5 visits are arranged each year. Anyone wishing details please
contact Jenny.
Other members of Leicester U3A are welcome to attend two plays before
formally joining the group.

Ukulele Steph Smith

ukulele
2:00 to 4:00 pm the 1st Tuesday of the month at the Quaker Meeting
House, Queens Road.
Next: 4 June.

video
Video Bob Hall
Making a - 10:15 on the 1st Thursday of every third month in members’ homes.
Next: 6 June at Irene and Cliff’s.
welsh
Welsh Brenda Worrall
Improvers 2:30 on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the month usually at Brenda’s.
Next: 15 May.

Later: 5 June.

worldhistory
World Jenni Shelton
History 10:00 on the 1st Monday of the month in members’s homes.
We meet once a month to learn about the history of other nations, and how
this has impacted on the history of the UK. We take turns to present areas
and times of particular interest to us.
Next: 3 June.

Technical Help
Computer Margaret Potter
Help Contact Margaret for help with computer problems.
Digital Photo Bob Hall
Help Contact Bob for help with digital camera problems

computerhelp
photographyhelp

Venues for Group Meetings
Is your group getting too big for your present meeting place?
Are you thinking of starting a new group?
A Suggested Venues List is available from the Groups Co-ordinator.
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Dates for your Diary
Thursday 16th May — Local Theatre Visit at 7:30 – Matthew Bourne’s Romeo
and Juliet - Ballet.
Tuesday 21st May — All-Members Coffee Morning at 10:15.
Wednesday 22nd May — Little Theatre Visit at 7:30 – Death of a Salesman.
Wednesday 5th June — Little Theatre Visit at 7:30 – Legally Blond.
Wednesday 12th June — Architecture and Design coach trip to Wisbech (open
to all members).
Tuesday 18th June — All-Members Coffee Morning at 10:15.
Wednesday 19th June — Little Theatre Visit at 7:30 – Ladies’ Day.
Wednesday 26th June — Little Theatre Visit at 7:30 – The sound of Music.
Wednesday 3rd July — Local Theatre Visit at 2:15 – The Color Purple.
Wednesday 25th September — Local Theatre Visit at 2:15 – War Horse.
Thursday 17th October — Local Theatre Visit at 2:15 – Cabaret.
Wednesday 27th November — Local Theatre Visit at 7:30 – West Side Story.
Local Theatre Visit details are on page 24.
Little Theatre Visit details are on page 25.
The All-Members Coffee Mornings take place on the 3rd Tuesday of the month
at 10:15 at the Quaker Meeting House, Queens Road. There is a small charge to
cover the cost of coffee and biscuits and hiring the room.
Films at the Phoenix are shown at 10:30 on the second Wednesday of each
month. Cost: £6.00 including a drink of tea or coffee.
The film to be shown in a particular month can be found through a link on our
website. Otherwise contact the organiser, Malcolm Gray, by email at
mjgray220@gmail.com
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23

Local Theatre Visits (Curve) — Contact Diana Barker
MATTHEW BOURNE’S ROMEO & JULIET — BALLET
Thursday 16 May 2019
7:30
£27
Stalls rows AA and BB − 16
Balance due 01/03/19
A passionate and contemporary re-imagining of Shakespeare’s classic love
story. This is a new production of Romeo and Juliet , joined by Leicester’s
brightest young dance talent with live New Adventures Orchestra.
THE COLOR PURPLE
Wednesday 3 July 2019
2:15
£21
Stalls AA and BB – 12
Balance due 03/05/19
This unforgettable story told over the course of 40 years follows
courageous heroine Celie with a profoundly evocative score of jazz,
ragtime, gospel and blues, set in racially divided southern America.
WAR HORSE
Wednesday 25 September 2019
2:15
£35
Stalls AA and BB – 27
Balance due 24/07/19
War Horse is an unforgettable theatrical event which takes audiences on an
extraordinary journey from the fields of rural Devon to the trenches of First
World War France. Based on the beloved novel by Michael Morpurgo, this
is a powerfully moving and imaginative drama.
CABARET
Thursday 17 October 2019
2:15
£24
WEST SIDE STORY
Wednesday 27 November
7:30
£17.25
Special pre-view price Balance due 27th September
1957. In the midst of gang rivalry and racial tensions, love at first sight
strikes between Tony, of the White-American Jets and Maria, the sister of
Bernardo, of the Puerto Rican Sharks. In the face of danger, the two young
lovers continue to meet in secret – but the Jets and the Sharks have one last
rumble to fight out.
All enquiries to curve@leicesteru3a.org.uk
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Little Theatre — Contact Elisabeth Somogyi
(littletheatre@leicesteru3a.org.uk)
DEATH OF A SALESMAN
Wednesday 22 May 2019 at 7:30 £14.00
Arthur Miller's moving drama
Booking (through the Little Theatre Group) is open until 9 May
LEGALLY BLOND — THE MUSICAL
Wednesday 5 June 2019, 7:30 £15.50
Based on the Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer motion picture
A visiting company performance
Booking is open until 27 May
LADIES' DAY — COMEDY
Wednesday 19 June 2019 at 7:30 £14.00
Booking is open until 2 June
THE SOUND OF MUSIC
Musical based on the story of the von Trapp Family
A visiting company performance
Wednesday 26 June 2019 at 7:30 £15.50
Booking is open until 12 June
Pre-performance meals are available at 10% discount at
the Last Plantagenet pub for those holding Little Theatre tickets
Interested parties meet at the pub at 6:00 before the performance
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About the Newsletter
Delivery
The Newsletter is normally delivered to members by email as a pdf file with one
page per side.
If you have trouble reading the Newsletter from email (or do not have email) and
cannot attend the monthly meetings to collect a hard copy, then either:
• you can have them posted to you for the cost of postage (contact the
Secretary for details of the scheme); or
• you may be able to collect one from AgeUK, Queens Road or Evington
Library where a few copies are deposited each month after the meeting.

Contributions
The deadline for items to be included in the June 2019 Newsletter is Tuesday
28th May. Contributions (from members) should be sent to the editor.
[newsletter@leicesteru3a.org.uk]
If you want to submit your entry as hard copy, please contact the Editor, or the
Secretary, to get an address to which you can send it.
I am always pleased to receive brief reports from groups about their recent
activities and I extend my thanks to all the authors who have done so, so far.
Please keep them coming. The occasional picture would be welcome as well.

Subscriptions for 2019
Individual Associate*
Joining between 1st November 2018 and 30 June 2019 £15.00
£11.50
Joining between 1st July 2019 and 31st October 2019
£9.00
£6.00
Membership runs from the date of joining until the end of 2019.
*Associate membership is for those who have paid a full subscription to another
U3A this year.
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!! STOP PRESS!!
URGENTLY REQUIRED!
NEWSLETTER EDITOR
We’re sure that everyone would agree that one of the (many) delightful
features of Leicester U3A is our great, informative and entertaining
Newsletter. It’s the first thing many people will see and our first and
most important contact with New Members and interested people.
They say that First Impressions are Lasting Impressions - our
Newsletter certainly presents a bright, lively view of us to the outside
world.
Our long-standing brains behind the Newsletter, Cliff Ault wishes to
hand over the reins after an excellent period editing. July’s edition may
have to be the last of many great editions Cliff has produced.
We’re searching for someone, or some people, to take over putting the
Newsletter together. Cliff will give as much advice as is needed and
show the new editor, or editors, the tricks of his highly prized trade.
Though the role might seem scary, it needn’t be if one or two friends
got together and shared it.
Could you, and one or two, or maybe more, friends make up a team
that would:
Gather articles and photos from the Chair, Groups Co-ordinator,
Speaker Organiser, group convenors, and others involved in trips and
events
Send proof copies to the Chair and others for checking
It may be that one person does the gathering; one person, the computer
enthusiast, does the compiling; and another the distribution. And you
might decide to write everything up as Word. Then it could be even
more straightforward.
Update: We have a possible compiler who does not wish to do the
‘editing’ part though. So we still need an ‘Editor’ who will not need
advanced computer skills - just email and perhaps Word.
It’s up to the people who wish to take over, with the expert guidance of
Cliff at the start. So: Who’s going to set the presses rolling?
Deliver Breaking News to the Leicester U3A masses and beyond?
Have a go - keep our cherished Newsletter alive!!
Neil Taylor
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LEICESTER U3A meets on the second Tuesday of each month
(except August and December) at Christchurch, Clarendon Park Road,
LE2 3AH, and there are special interest groups that meet regularly in
members’ homes and elsewhere.

INTERESTED IN JOINING?

You can find out more about joining Leicester U3A by visiting the
website or by contacting the Membership Secretary.
Application forms are available to download from the website or
they can be posted to you on request to the Membership Secretary.
(Email: membership@leicesteru3a.org.uk Tel: 2911814)
The form includes information on where to send your application
and the annual subscription.
(Details of subscriptions for 2019 are on page 26)
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