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January Meeting: Tuesday 8th at 2:45
Members’ renewal and enrolment afternoon.
Come along to renew your subscription, enjoy refreshments and catch up with
friends after the Christmas and New Year break. 
Kathy Gill (of Dementia Friends) will be present to answer your questions about
dementia.

Next Meeting: Tuesday, February 12th at 2:45
Speaker: Peter Barratt
Alice Hawkins — Suffragette
With a bronze statue of Alice unveiled here in Leicester a year ago, and her very
own suffragette memorabilia loaned to Parliament as a star feature in their major
summer 2018 ‘Voice and Vote’ exhibition, great-grandson Peter Barratt gives a
stirring and passionate account of Alice's suffrage campaign over a 100 years
ago. A shoe machinist by trade, lifelong socialist and mother of six, Alice
formed the Leicester branch of the suffragette movement with the help and
support of the Pankhurst family. 
Peter was born and brought up in Leicester on the Eyres Monsell and was
educated at Wyggeston Boys' Grammar School.Qualifying as a management
accountant with the British United Shoe Machinery Company, Peter has lived for
many years near Wellingborough and has recently retired. 2018 marked an
extremely busy, but satisfying year,  commemorating Alice in the centenary year
of women first gaining the vote. 

Attendance at the November meeting:  105 members;  3 visitors.

Membership 2018 – Additions, Corrections and Updates
The membership now stands at 415.
More details from the Membership Secretary.

Speakers
We are always keen to hear about good and interesting speakers. 
If, somewhere other than U3A, you have heard a talk which you would like to
recommend for a monthly meeting, please contact the Secretary to let her know. 
(Contact details can be found on the separate contacts sheet.)
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Message from the Chair
By the time you read this, Christmas will have been and gone, and New Year
Resolutions made and possibly broken – why do we set
ourselves impossible goals?

I hope that everyone had a reasonable (if not enjoyable) time
over Christmas – we spent it very quietly having only just
shaken off the nasty cough/cold bug which plagued me for the
first 3 weeks of December. I am spending New Year with my
two brothers and their families in a village near Leamington
Spa. Needless to say it will be rather noisier than Christmas.
A very big thank you to Jan Hall for organising another excellent Christmas
meal – unfortunately due to not being well I had to drop out so missed a good
meal. I will also here make a plea for a ‘new’ Xmas Lunch Organiser for 2019 –
if no one comes forward there will be no lunch in December 2019. Jan has
offered to guide a new organiser through the steps involved.
Thank you to Steph for standing in for me at the meal and saying a few words.
This also reminds me that unless someone comes forward to offer help, our last
speaker meeting will be in November 2018 - unfortunately Elaine can't continue
to organise from Devon!! If you or you and a friend might be interested, talk to a
member of the committee at the January 2019 meeting – we really need someone
in place by June at the latest.
All that remains is to wish everyone a Happy and Healthy New Year.

Jenny Foxon  

Committee News

The committee is delighted that Dorli Meek has accepted honorary membership
of our U3A so she will be able to keep in touch with our activities. (See page 9
for a picture.) 

The committee is pleased to welcome Ros Devine onto the committee to fill the
vacancy caused by the resignation of Ted Carr.

Besides its routine activities, the committee has decided to review the
constitution, in particular, in relation to appointments to the committee and terms
of service of its members.

The minutes of committee meetings are available at the Secretary’s table at
monthly meetings and also on the members’ page of the website.
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New Members Coffee Mornings
The Wellbeing and Hospitality team are very proud of the New Members
Coffee Mornings - joining a new organisation can be very daunting, but
having these events in members’ homes means it’s easy to get to know
people. If you think you'd be interested in joining our Wellbeing team you'll
always find me at the Monthly Meeting, or contact me, as we'd love to have
you.   Sandra Barker

Use It or Lose It?
Following on from our previous articles we now come to the very important role
of Speaker Organiser. Our very excellent post holder has sadly left us for sunnier
parts (Devon), but before she left she ensured that we already have a full
programme for 2019. Now we urgently need someone to replace her. 

The Role of the Speaker Organizer
The duties of the role include:

• Within a budget set by the Committee and well in advance, arrange an
annual programme of speakers for the monthly meetings to ensure that
they cover a wide variety of topics, which are of interest to all members;

• Liaise with the speakers to ensure that those U3A members concerned
have descriptions of the speaker and talk for publicity and know what
equipment will be required for the talk;

• Act as the speaker’s host for the meeting, checking they have all they
need including refreshments or arrange for substitute if not available;

• Have a contingency plan for non-arrival of speaker;
• Keep a list of suggested speakers from other U3As, members, outside

recommendation and own knowledge and also a list of previous speakers
to avoid unwanted repetition.

Please consider helping us with this critical task. Without a good speaker our
monthly meetings would be much diminished. Please talk to anyone on the
committee if you have any questions or concerns. A more detailed job
description is available from the Secretary.

Refreshment Helpers 
Volunteers are needed to serve refreshments at monthly meetings. If you feel
you could help, please contact Sandra Barker, Wellbeing and Hospitality Co-
ordinator. (See the contacts sheet.)
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Data Protection Gone Mad!
 Steph Smith writes:
As Groups Co-ordinator, I am often asked by members for the contact details of
other members. People are sometimes offended that I seem not to trust them
when I say that I can’t. I always suggest that I contact the other person on their
behalf, give them their details and tell them to get in touch with the member
enquiring. “But why can’t you just give me their email address/phone number?”
At this point I explain that we have to take Data Protection into consideration,
we are bound by the law. As a charity, Leicester U3A is under the aegis of the
Charity Commission etc, and it’s THE LAW.
At this point, I am asked “But who would know?”
Clearly the message isn’t getting through, so I thought I would outline a real-life
scenario in order to, hopefully, make it absolutely clear why we have to be so
careful with your data.
A U3A member calls me and asks me for your contact details. I know I
shouldn’t, but they want to contact you about joining one of the groups you’re in.
You’re both U3A members, and I want an easy life, so I give them your details.
They send you an email, and your details remain on their laptop in the SENT
section. They might even add you to their Contacts list.
The next day, that member’s computer is hacked into, and the hacker has access
to all their emails and Contacts list. Either way, they now have your details, so
now it’s easy for them to hack into your computer too, to steal all your contacts
details. Now you may not do online banking, so your bank accounts are safe. But
what about people on your contacts list? Your son or daughter? Remember the
hacker has their details now, so they use those details, hack into their bank
account and steal all their money.
This may be an unlikely scenario, and most people have firewalls on their
computers to prevent such a thing from happening. But it is a possibility. Even if
someone agrees to their details being shared it’s not going to prevent thieves
targeting your computer. The difference lies in who is responsible for
reparations. As a U3A Committee member, I am a Trustee of Leicester U3A and
as such I am obliged to comply with Charity Commission regulations. When I
gave out your email address without your explicit  permission, I rendered myself
personally responsible for any monetary loss incurred as a result, which could
amount to several thousand pounds. Me. I am now the person who could be
personally sued by your son or daughter to get their stolen money back.

Continues overleaf  ⇒ 
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So this is why:

• we use generic emails for Convenors;
• we no longer print email addresses and phone numbers of Convenors and

Committee members in the Newsletter;
• I always advise Convenors to ask their group’s explicit permission to

share contact details with each other, rather than just assume that is OK;
• we are advised to use BCC for group emails unless or until the group has

given permission to share details;
• I will never give out your phone number or email address unless you tell

me I can.
This won’t stop people’s computers getting hacked into, unlikely though that is.
But being totally honest here, when I refuse to give you someone else’s contact
details, I’m not doing it to protect them, I’m doing it to protect me.

Wellbeing and Hospitality
Enabling everyone to take part

Do you find it difficult to hear or see at the monthly meetings? 
Do you have any mobility issues? 

Is there anything else that prevents you from fully participating? 
Christchurch is fully accessible with Disabled facilities.

Members of the Wellbeing and Hospitality team (easily recognised wearing
blue/yellow sashes) are there if you need to have an end of row/front seat.

If there is anything else we can do that enables you to take part please tell us.
If you would prefer to talk to someone before you attend then please give Sandra
Barker a call and, if you have any suggestions, we’d be very happy to hear them.

Also, if you know of any member who is unwell or has suffered a loss, then
please tell Elizabeth Hassall, a member of the Wellbeing team, and she will send

a card. [Contact details on the separate contacts sheet.]
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Reports from the Groups

Digital Photography

The group has an exhibition of images on the theme of “Undercover” presently
on show at the Leicester People’s
Photographic Gallery in the Adult
Education College on Belvoir
Street (opposite the old Fenwicks
store).

The exhibition continues until
January 25th.

There is a café for light
refreshments at the venue.

Opening times Monday — Thursday 10:00 - 6:00
Friday and Saturday 10:00 - 4:00
Sunday and Bank Holidays Closed

Bridge Improvers

A Study in Concentration
Picture by Henry Paulinski
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Digital Photography

The theme for our November meeting was “Black and White”. Here are a few
of the images presented by Jean Burbridge, Matt Matthew and Cliff Ault.
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Mah Jong

Members will be aware that Dorli Meek has moved away from Leicester to be
nearer to her family. Dorli was involved in
many of our groups including Mah Jong
of which she was convenor and a whizz of
a player.

Ann Allsop has supplied this photo which
shows Dorli displaying the trophy she was
awarded for winning the most games.

Theatre Group — The Intrepid Six Go North

Usually the U3A Theatre Group travel by coach to the theatres around the
Midlands for matinee performances.  The number of tickets bought for our
visit to Derby to see ‘Rain Man’ didn’t justify the expense of a coach.  

Six brave theatregoers were not deterred by this and decided to venture North
on the train.  We caught the 11 o’clock train and 20 minutes later were in
Derby Station foyer.  It had been decided that we would reach the theatre by
taxi.  Continues overleaf ⇒
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Waiting at the taxi rank just outside the station was a 6-seater vehicle.  We all
piled in and less than 5 minutes later arrived at the shopping centre which has
access to the theatre. The vast sum of a £1.00 each was given to the driver.
After a wander through the shops we reached the theatre and dispersed to find
lunch at one of the many alternatives nearby including the indoor market,
Debenhams and the theatre itself.
The production was fantastic and starred Matthew Horne (Gavin and Stacey
fame). He played the autistic brother with a talent for remembering numbers
and cards and even assessing how many toothpicks were dropped on the floor
(246) in seconds!
He was very convincing and the cast received a standing ovation at the end of a
play that was a beautifully crafted piece of theatre. There was humour,
poignancy and a very carefully observed study of autistic behaviour, as well as
a good set.
The theatre ordered a taxi for our return to the station and another £6.00
changed hands.  A crowded train on its way to London deposited us back at
Leicester Station safe and sound at the end of our adventure.
A very worthwhile expedition!

Kay Relf (joint convenor)  

Ukulele

Two initial meetings have taken place so far to establish:

• Meeting times and frequency;
• Kit : .What instruments to buy and where;
• Music to locate and discuss;
• Music stands to discuss and obtain;
• Venue  to be found (in process) and price to be agreed;
• Monitor to elect;
• Teacher (leader) to be found and agreed upon.

Meetings to be at Margot’s until and unless a better venue can be found.
See the groups list on page 21 for the next dates.
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News from the Groups Co-ordinator

I started off last month’s Group News saying how busy I am at the moment.
Well nothing’s changed! Since the last Newsletter, the Ukulele
group has become fully established with Margot Comer as the
Convenor. Lots of keen, interested members too (including yours
truly!), I think this group will grow and grow. Margot and I visited
Great Glen Ukulele group to get some idea of how a group is
organised and is run. We had such fun and I think we know what
we’re doing now! 

Before this January Newsletter , we have had three more Viability Meetings and
there is now a new Bridge Beginners group,  a World History group and a Little
Theatre group. That should be it as far as Viability Meetings are concerned for a
couple of months. 

We have 5 groups on the Budding Groups list, which are still in need of a few
more members before we can think of getting them established. So have a look
at the list below, see if anything tickles your fancy, and if it does, do let me
know. 

Steph Smith  

Budding Groups –those seeking members in order to start

Paper Craft (2nd Advert)

Are you a keen scrapbooker, love to make your own cards, enjoy making
papier mache trinkets, or intrigued by quilling? Come along and share your
expertise, or learn from other members. Let me know if you’re interested but
adding your name to the sign-up sheets, or drop me an email.

Running (2nd Advert)

One of the best and cheapest ways to keep fit, running in company is a great
way to get some exercise and make friends. Beginners and experts, there’s a
run for everyone. So come along to my Groups table if you’re interested or
send me an email.
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Orienteering (2nd Advert)

Ever noticed those intriguing wooden posts with an orange and white sign
on, and with letters and numbers, that seem to be everywhere in parks,
woods and arboreta? Have you wondered what they are? 
Wonder no more, they are orienteering posts and form the basis of this
interesting outdoor activity. Get some exercise in beautiful surroundings,
whilst solving the puzzle of where on earth you are! Intrigued? Fancy a go?
Put your name on the sign-up sheet or let me know.

Amblers (2nd Advert)

Do you enjoy a good walk in the country, but find 5 miles a bit of a stretch?
Amblers will plan proper walks, but shorter, 2-3 miles at most. It definitely
won’t be an amble (any suggestions for a more appropriate group name
gratefully received). Sign up if you’re interested.

Little Theatre (3rd Advert)

This popular venue is a favourite for many U3A members, but how much
better would a visit be if you could go in company? If you’d like to take
advantage of a group visit, then do put your name down on the sign-up sheet
on my stand. (The group is now established but would still welcome more
members.)

Steph Smith  

Next Group Meetings
Please remember, you MUST be a member of Leicester U3A and contact
the convenor before joining a group. You can contact the convenor by email
by adding @leicesteru3a.org.uk to the generic address given with each
group. For example, to contact the architecture convenor, send an email to
architecture1@leicesteru3a.org.uk
Detailed information on all our groups is also available on our website and
members can contact the convenors from there. The information is also available
as a “Contacts Sheet” sent out by email and at the groups table at monthly
meetings.

If you have difficulty contacting the convenor, try the Groups Coordinator
instead. 
Dates included in the following list are for meetings taking place between
6 January and 15 February (inclusive).
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Architecture Susan Martin-Butt architecture1

2:00 on the 3rd Thursday of the month in members’ homes.

Next: 17 January.

Architecture
and the Built
Environment

Peter Kilty  architecture2

2:00 on the 3rd Tuesday of the month at the Quaker Meeting House,
Queens Road.

The group does a lot of local architectural walks (past and future walks
include the West End, Leicester University, the New Walk and
Humberstone Road).  Further information from Peter.

Next: 15 January.

Architecture
and Design

Veronica Matthew architecture3

2:30 on the 2nd Wednesday of the month.

Next: 9 January. Film on Ernest Gimson Against the Grain at
the Leicester Progressive Synagogue, Avenue Road.

Later: 13 February.

Art  Appre-
ciation

Mary Neilson artappreciation

10:00 on the 1st Friday of the month in members’ homes or at an art
gallery.

Next: 1 February at Janet’s. Topic: Miniatures.

Back-
gammon

Bob Collins backgammon

10:00 on the 4th Tuesday of the month in members’ homes.

Backgammon is one of the oldest games in existence, alongside Go and
Chess. It is easy to learn the basic moves but, in common with Go and
Chess, it takes time to become proficient.  The group is open to anyone,
whether beginner, advanced or any stage between. Come along and join in
this fascinating game of planning and strategy, where even a raw beginner
can beat the odds and win! 

Next: 22 January.

Bones for
Life

Jean Stone bones

10:30 on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the month at the Leicester
Progressive Jewish Synagogue, Avenue Road. 

Next: 16 January. Later: 6 February.

Bookworms Nick Arlett bookworms

10:30 — 12:00 on the 1st Wednesday of the month at The Exchange Bar
(opposite Curve), 50 Rutland Street.

Next: 6 February. Book: The Swimmer by An Turner.

Please contact Nick if you are interested in joining. For more information,
including a list of novels so far, please see the Bookworms page on the
Leicester U3A website.
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Botany Steph Smith botany

2:00 on the 1st Monday of the month at Steph’s.

First: 4 February.

Bridge Bob Collins bridge

2:00 every Wednesday at Bob’s.

Next: 9 January. Later: 16, 23, 30 January, 6, 13 February.

Bridge
Beginners

Keith Pyne bridgebeginners

2:00 on the 3rd and 4th Tuesdays of the month in members’ homes.

This group is for those who have never played Bridge but are intrigued by
it and want to learn, or for those who played it in their youth but have
forgotten it all. We are all learning together in a relaxed and friendly
environment. Absolutely no experience necessary!

Next: 15 January. Later: 22 January.

Bridge
Improvers

Henry Paulinski bridgeimprovers

2:00 every Thursday at Bunty Graham’s.

We welcome any new members who have mastered the basics of the game
and who wish to progress their knowledge of bridge in a friendly,
welcoming environment. 

Next: 10 January. Later: 17, 24, 31 January, 7, 14 February.

Buspass
Tours

Denise Buchan buspass

Dates and venues will vary according to destination.

If you are interested in any of the trips and would like more details about
which bus we’ll be catching, where and what time, please send an email to
the convenor, Denise Buchan, (see the separate contacts sheet), or contact
Steph Smith. We look forward to seeing you.

Tours may be postponed until the weather improves in the Spring.

Canasta Barbara Sheppard canasta

2:00 on the 2nd and 4th Fridays of the month at Barbara’s.

Canasta is an absorbing card game, played with two packs of ordinary
cards, including the jokers. It is based on the game of Rummy and can be
played in groups of 2, 3 or 4 persons.

All are welcome, both experienced players and absolute beginners.

Next: 11 January. Later: 25 January, 8 February.

Chess Inter-
mediate

Graham Williams chess

10:30 on the 1st Monday of the month at Graham’s.

The meetings last for around two hours. The group is for those who want
to enjoy a game of chess for fun. Anyone who can play chess is welcome
and should not be put off by the 'Intermediate' in the group name.

Next: 7 January. Later: 4 February.
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Craft Margaret Potter craft

2:00 on the 2nd Friday of the month at Margaret’s.

Next: 11 January. Later: 8 February.

Creative
Writing

Beth Moontree creativewriting

Usually 10:30 on the 1st Monday of the month in members’ homes.

We are looking at different aspects of short story writing, for example,
creating a mood, plot, point of view. Last month we wrote from different
points of view, i.e. 1st or 3rd person.

Next: 7 January at Margaret’s. Subject of a member’s choice.

Later: 4 or 11 February (to be confirmed).

Cryptic
Crosswords

1

Diana Barker crosswords

2:00 on the 3rd Monday of the month at Diana’s.

Next: 21 January.

Cryptic
Crosswords

2

Barbara Russell cryptic2

1st and 3rd Fridays of the month at Barbara’s. Times to alternate between
10:30 and 2:00.

Next: 18 January at 2:00.Later: 1 February at 10:30.

Current
Affairs 1

Jane Michel currentaffairs1

2:30 on the 1st Tuesday of the month in members’ homes. The first subject
for discussion is chosen by the host. 

Next: 5 February.

Current
Affairs 2

Henry Paulinski currentaffairs2

10:30 on the 3rd Wednesday of the month in members’ homes. Members
bring an item of hot news, topics are chosen and then discussed.

Next: 16 January.

Digital
Photography

Angela Jennings photogaphy

2:15 on the 2nd Thursday of the month at the Quaker Meeting House,
Queens Rd. 

Next: 10 January. Theme: Parallel.

Discussion Angela Kendrick discussion

2:30 on the 3rd Tuesday of the month in members’ homes. 

Next: 15 January.

Topics for the next six months will be discussed at the January meeting.

Discussion 2Henry Paulinski discussion2

2:00 on the 1st Monday of the month in members’ homes.

Planned discussions include cheating in sport, referendums, and feminism.

Next: 4 February.
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Drawing &
Sketching

Kamal Ohri drawing

10:30 on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays of the month at Roy Priestley’s. At
each meeting the group decides what they would like to draw on that
occasion: art objects that participants bring in for the day or flowering pot
plants etc.

Next: 17 January. Later: 7 February.

Family
History

Sandra Barker familyhistory

2:00 on the 1st Friday of the month at the Leicestershire and Rutland
Family History Society, King Street.

Next: 1 February.

French
Advanced 1

Fiona Oliver frenchadvanced1

2:30 every 2 weeks on Fridays in members’ homes. 

Next: 18 January. Later: 1, 15 February.

French
Advanced 2

Peter Hampton frenchadvanced2

2:30 every 2 weeks on Thursdays in members’ homes. 

An opportunity to talk in French and discuss topics of members’ choosing.

Next: 17 January. Later: 31 January, 14 February.

French
Intermediate

Ivy Carr frenchintermediate

2:30 every 2 weeks on Fridays in members’ homes. All members are
involved in choosing topics, usually two or three meetings ahead.

Next: 11 January. Later: 25 January, 8 February.

Gardening Angie Barnes gardening

2:00 on the 2nd Monday of the month in members’ homes or on a visit.

Meetings to start again in April.

German
Conversation

Paul McCann german

10:30 on the 3rd Tuesday of the month at Helen Parsons’.

Next: 15 January.

Gilbert and
Sullivan

Margot Comer gands

10:00 on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of the month at Margot’s.

A small group has had 2 meetings to discuss  how we want to go about
enjoying this subject with ideas left for various members to follow up and
report on at the next meeting.

Next: 10 January. Later: 24 January, 14 February.

Guitar
Playing

Pat Breen guitar

Normally10:30 on 2nd Monday of the month in members’ homes.

Next: 14 January. Later: 11 February.
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History 1 Deborah Hartridge history1

10:30 on the 1st Thursday of the month in members’ homes. 

Next: 7 February.

History 2 Mike Bates history2

2:30 on the 3rd Monday of the month in members’ homes. 

Next: 21 January. Topic: Helen Long will talk about “The Dark
Ages”.

How Hard
Can It Be

Gabrielle (Gabi) Garland hhcib

Morning on the 1st Friday of the month. Time and Venue to vary
according to activity.

Next: 1 February.

Irish
Language

Pat Breen irish

2:00 every 2 weeks on Thursdays in members’ homes.

Next: 10 January. Later: 24 January, 7 February.

Latin
Polish Up

Your Rusty -

Jean Cloud latin

2:30 on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of the month at Jean’s.

Next: 10 January. Later: 24 January, 14 February.

Little
Theatre

Elisabeth Somogyi littletheatre

Wednesday afternoon on week of performance at the Little Theatre.

This group of theatre enthusiasts attend the many and varied productions at
the Little Theatre. We aim to attend as many of their productions as
possible, sometimes with lunch beforehand. If you love theatre of all
kinds, including amateur theatre, than why not come along?

Next: 23 January. Play: Wait Until Dark.

Mah-Jong Ann Allsop mahjong

10:30 on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of the month at Ann’s. 

Next: 14 January. Later: 28 January, 11 February.

Medieval
People

Peter Kilty medievalpeople

10:00 on the 3rd Friday of the month.

Next: 18 January. Medieval Medicine — Blood-letting not
compulsory!

Later: 15 February.

Modern
Novel

Helen Parsons modernnovel

10:30 on the 3rd Friday of the month in members’ homes. 

Next: 18 January. Book: Eleanor Oliphant is Completely Fine by
Gail Honeyman introduced by Liz Warren.

Later: 15 February.
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(Mon) Music
Appreciation

Liz Warren music.mon

10:30 on the 3rd Monday of the month at Liz’s.

Next: 21 January. Topic: The Life and Music of Dvorák.

(Wed) Music
Appreciation

Jill Reville (Temp) music.wed

10:30 on the 3rd Wednesday of the month in members’ homes. 

Next: 16 January at Aileen and John’s.  Topic: Outstanding Americans

Natural
History

Richard Edwards naturalhistory

10:00 on the 4th Tuesday of the month. 

We meet at local sites of natural history interest, such as Brocks Hill,
Aylestone Meadows etc, we have a walk around with some members
taking photos of items of interest and exchange knowledge as we go along.
We decide where and what we do for the next meeting during the walk.

Next: 22 January.

Needlework
and Knitting

Elisabeth Watkin embroidery

2:30 on the 2nd Monday of the month at Elisabeth’s. 

Next: 14 January. Later: 11 February.

Paranormal
Phenomena

Alan Baker paranorm

10:30 on the 3rd Monday of the month in members’ homes

This group caters for  anyone interested in UFOs, ESP, conspiracy theories
or any of the wealth of unexplained phenomena out there in the world. We
meet once a month to examine strange happenings, weigh up the evidence
and discuss the different theories. 

Anyone with an open and curious mind is welcome.

Next: 21 January.

 Parks and
Tearoom

Strolls

Cliff Ault (Deputy) strolls

2:00 every 2 weeks on Fridays during the Spring and Summer months.

The strolls will start again next Spring.

Pétanque Anne Harris petanque

4:15 to 6:15 on the 3rd and 4th Mondays of the month at Leicester
Bowling Club, Kenwood Rd. A nominal fee of £1 per session will be
charged.

Dates for the new season in 2019 to be confirmed nearer the time.

Philosophy 1 Matt Matthew philosophy1

10:00 on the 2nd and 4th Fridays of the month in members’ homes. 

Book: Wickedness by Mary Midgley.

Next: 25 January. Later: 8 February.
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Philosophy 2 Judy Hastings philosophy2

Normally 2:00–3:30 every 2 weeks on Thursdays at Judy’s.

Starting Human Nature after Darwin by Janet Radciffe-Richards.

Next: 10 January. Later: 24 January, 7 February.

Philosophy 3 Dennis Foxon philosophy3

10:30 every 2 weeks on Wednesdays at Evington Library.

Reading Causing Death and Saving Lives by Jonathan Glover.

Next: 9 January. Later: 23 January, 6 February.

Poetry
Appreciation

Helen Parsons poetry1

10:30 on the 1st Monday of the month at Helen’s. 

Next: 7 January. Later: 4 February.

Poetry for
Pleasure

Jane Michel poetry2

11:00 on the 2nd Monday of the month at Jane’s. 

Next: 14 January. Later: 11 February.

Rambling Jan Hall rambling

Every 2 weeks. Days and locations vary.

Next: Week beginning 14 January.

Later: Week beginning 28 January

Reading
Music Made

Easy

Margot Comer readingmusic

10:00 every 2 weeks at Margot’s.

While working together through a Music Theory book we find not only the
way music is written but also the reasons for certain rules and often the
realisation that the objectives have been achieved. We find plenty of time
and room for interesting extra comments and quite a lot of fun too

New enquiries would be very welcome. 

Next: Friday 11 January. Later: 25 January, 8 February.

Reading for
Pleasure 1

Jill Reville reading1

2:00 on the 3rd Monday of the month (usually) at Jill’s. 

Next: 21 January. Book: The Outrun by Amy Liptrot.

Rummikub Barbara Sheppard rummikub

2:30 on the 3rd Monday of the month (usually) at Roy Priestley’s.

Next: 21 January.

Science &
Technology

Richard Thompson science

2:30 on the last Thursday of the month at AgeUK, Humberstone Gate. 

Next: 31 January. Science in the News.
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Scrabble 1 Bill Manners scrabble1

2:00 on the 3rd Tuesday of the month in members’ homes.

Next: 12:00 on 15 January at Margot’s. Bring and Share Lunch.

Scrabble 2 Janet Stratford scrabble2

2:00 on the 4th Monday of the month at Janet’s. 

Next: 28 January.

ShakespeareLiz Brandow shakespeare

2:00 to 4:00 on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month at the Quaker
Meeting House, Queens Rd. 

Reading Winter’s Tale.

A small contribution is required towards room hire and refreshments.

New members always very welcome.

Next: 9 January. Later: 23 January, 13 February.

Singing for
Pleasure

Margaret Potter (Deputy) singing

10:00 on the 4th Wednesday of the month at the Quaker Meeting House,
Queens Road. 

Next: 23 January.

Spanish
Conversation

Lorna Pollard spanish

2:30 on the 1st and 3rd Fridays of the month in members’ homes.

Next: 18 January. Later: 1 February.

Steam
Railways

Mike Rowberry steam

2:00 on the 1st Tuesday of the month.

This is the group for those who long for the romance of the old steam
trains. Were you a train-spotter in your youth, and mourn the passing of
those iconic machines? Fancy learning even more, or sharing your passion
with others? This group meets once a month, with discussions,
presentations and visits, all with a steam railways theme. Doesn’t matter if
you don’t know anything about them, you soon will!

Next: 5 February.

Summer
Croquet

Janet Connolly croquet

10:15 – 12:00 on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month at Monks Rest
Gardens Bowling Club, Vicarage Lane, Old Humberstone, LE5 1EE.

The group will meet again in April.
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Sunday
Lunch

Patricia Thompson lunch

12:30 on the 2nd Sunday of the month. 

We plan on a 12:30 start but always have to be flexible with a large group.
We decide on the venue for the following month on the day. If you are
intending to join the group, you must contact Patricia to confirm.

We'd really welcome new members to the group.

Next: 13 January. The Grange, Oadby.

Table Tennis Jackie Caunt  tabletennis

Every Wednesday at Parklands Leisure Centre, Oadby.

The group is being given different times - not always 2:00 - by Parklands
every week, Therefore it is advisable for new members and those who
have missed a  week or two to contact Jackie before attending a session.

Next: 9 January. Later: 16, 23, 30 January, 6, 13 February.

Theatre
Visits

Jenny Foxon theatre

About 4 or 5 visits are arranged each year. Anyone wishing details please
contact Jenny.

Other members of Leicester U3A are welcome to attend two plays before
formally joining the group.

Ukulele Margot Comer ukulele

10:00 pm the 1st Tuesday of the month at Margot’s.

With a mix of experience, this group meets every month to learn and
practice new songs and to try out some old favourites. Don't worry if you
can't read music, beginners and experienced players are equally welcome.

Next: 5 February.

Video
Making a -

Bob Hall video

10:15 on the 1st Thursday of every third month in members’ homes.

Next: 7 March at Rachel’s.

Welsh
Beginners

Brenda Worrall welsh

2:30 on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the month usually at Brenda’s. 

Working hard this term to improve our day to day questions and answers
and learning rhymes to improve our pronunciation!

Next: 16 January. Later: 6 February.

World
History

Jenni Shelton worldhistory

10:00 on the 1st Monday of the month in members’s homes.

This group meets once a month to learn about the history of other nations,
and how this has impacted on the history of the UK: e.g. the Ottoman
Empire, the Ahom Dynasty, the Toltec Empire. We take turns to present
areas and times of particular interest to us.

Next: 7 January. Later: 4 February.
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Technical Help
Computer

Help
Margaret Potter computerhelp

Contact Margaret for help with computer problems.

Digital Photo
Help

Bob Hall  photographyhelp

Contact Bob for help with digital camera problems

Venues for Group Meetings
Is your group getting too big for your present meeting place?
Are you thinking of starting a new group?
A Suggested Venues List is available from the Groups Co-ordinator.

Dates for your Diary
Wednesday 9th January  —  Films at the Phoenix at 10:30.
Tuesday 15th January  —  All-Members Coffee Morning at 10:15.
Wednesday 23rd January  —  Little Theatre – See page 17.
Wednesday 13th February  —  Films at the Phoenix at 10:30.
Thursday 14th February — Local Theatre Visit at 2:15 – To Kill a Mockingbird.
Tuesday 19th February  —  All-Members Coffee Morning at 10:15.
Wednesday 6th March  — Local Theatre Visit at 2:15 – The Girl on the Train.
Thursday 16th May — Local Theatre Visit at 7:30 – Matthew Bourne’s Romeo

and Juliet - Ballet.
Wednesday 3rd July — Local Theatre Visit at 2:15 – The Color Purple.
Wednesday 25th September — Local Theatre Visit at 2:15 – War Horse.

Local Theatre Visits details are on page 23. 

The All-Members Coffee Mornings take place on the 3rd Tuesday of the month
at 10:15 at the Quaker Meeting House, Queens Road. There is a small charge to
cover the cost of coffee and biscuits and hiring the room.

Films at the Phoenix are shown at 10:30 on the second Wednesday of each
month. Cost: £6.00 including a drink of tea or coffee.
The film to be shown in a particular month can be found through a link on our
website. Otherwise contact the organiser, Malcolm Gray, by email at
mjgray220@gmail.com
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Local Theatre Visits (Curve) — Contact Diana Barker

TO KILL A  MOCKINGBIRD
Thursday 14 February  2019          2:15                 £19.50

AA 1 – 9  (9) ;  BB 2 – 7  (6)                 Balance due 07/01/19
Experience the critically acclaimed production of one of the greatest novels
of the 20th century as the sell out show returns to the stage. In the Deep
South, Harper Lee’s Pulitzer Prize-winning novel sees racial injustice
divide a small-town community. 

THE GIRL ON THE TRAIN
Wednesday 06 March 2019         2:15            £20.50             

P 1 – 8   (8) ; Q 1 – 7  (7)                             Balance due 07/01/19
Adapted from Paula Hawkins’ novel – an international phenomenon selling
over twenty million copies worldwide – and starring Samantha Womack,
this gripping new play will keep you guessing until the final moment.

MATTHEW BOURNE’S ROMEO & JULIET — BALLET
Thursday 16 May 2019        7:30         £27

Stalls rows AA and BB − 16           Balance due 01/03/19
A passionate and contemporary re-imagining of Shakespeare’s classic love
story.   This is a new production of Romeo and Juliet , joined by Leicester’s
brightest young dance talent with live New Adventures Orchestra.

THE COLOR PURPLE
Wednesday 3 July 2019        2:15         £21

Stalls AA and BB – 12           Balance due 03/05/19
This unforgettable story told over the course of 40 years follows
courageous heroine Celie with a profoundly evocative score of jazz,
ragtime, gospel and blues, set in racially divided southern America.

WAR HORSE
Wednesday 25 September 2019        2:15         £35
Stalls AA and BB – 27           Balance due 24/07/19

War Horse is an unforgettable theatrical event which takes audiences on an
extraordinary journey from the fields of rural Devon to the trenches of First
World War France. Based on the beloved novel by Michael Morpurgo, this
is a powerfully moving and imaginative drama.
All enquiries to curve@leicesteru3a.org.uk
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Puzzles 

Cryptic Crossword set by Jac Tul

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9

10 11

12 13 14

15
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19 20
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22 23 24
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26 27 28

29 30
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Across
   1 Passionate study in painting (6)
   4 Footballer George in a cry for help
making a carcenogenic substance (8)
 10 Be sad left out by Indian lady (5)
 11 Pass attention holding nothing
back to be in alignment (9)
 12 Incoherent sheep with jewellery
(8)
 14 Academy taps into toilets retiring
(6)
 16 City sailors make for a stimulating
wash ((9)
 17 See 22Ac
 19 Jolly bird (4)
 20 Nine seeds dispersed in poverty?
(9)
 22,17Ac You can't miss it, like your
nose it's  ________ (2,4,4)
 23 Topless dress surrounded by
precious metals attracts an attacker (8)
 26 Time tangler for one on a journey
(9)
 27 Work time musical (5)
 29 Throw out Crusoe? (8)
 30 Way setter wanders (6)

Down
   1 Seeing it get ready to go (5)
   2 Appreciate what's in a paradigm
(3)
   3 Call no more to be anonymous (8)
   5 Alone and very down we hear (4)
   6 Exhibit electronic cable (MP) (6)
   7 Sways about a lot staggering - if he
does he's probably not one of these US
abstainers (11)
    8 30Ac waves to walkers (9)
    9 Ship's timber not able to be in arm
support (9)
 13 Old ages experienced by the
elderly (6,5)
 15 Condition affecting social
interaction like nobles entertaining
queen with gravity (9)
 16 Go this and fly off the handle (9)
 18 Distance marker to Spooner's big
building majority (8)
 21 European rake misplaced - I've
found it! (6)
 24 Organise rotas to produce
traditional Sunday lunch item (5)
 25 "Not guilty" for example but
gratification not certain (4)
 28 Sheep less shorn at both ends (3)

Solution next month.
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Christmas Lunch
Many thanks to Jan Hall for organising yet another splendid Christmas lunch at
the Leicestershire Golf Club.
Here are a few images of the event by Cliff Ault.

.
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About the Newsletter

Delivery
The Newsletter is normally delivered to members by email as a pdf file with one
page per side. If you would prefer to receive it as a pdf with two pages per side
(easier for printing), please let the editor know.
If you have trouble reading the Newsletter from email (or do not have email) and
cannot attend the monthly meetings to collect a hard copy, then either:

• you can have them posted to you for the cost of postage (contact the
Secretary for details of the scheme); or

• you may be able to collect one from AgeUK, Queens Road or Evington
Library where a few copies are deposited each month after the meeting.

Contributions
The deadline for items to be included in the February 2019 Newsletter is
Tuesday 29th January. Contributions (from members) should be sent to the
editor. [newsletter@leicesteru3a.org.uk]
If you want to submit your entry as hard copy, please contact the Editor, or the
Secretary, to get an address to which you can send it.
I am always pleased to receive brief reports from groups about their recent
activities and I extend my thanks to all the authors who have done so, so far.
Please keep them coming. The occasional picture would be welcome as well.

Subscriptions for 2019 Individual Associate*
Joining between 1st November 2018 and 30 June 2019£15.00 £11.50
Joining between 1st July 2019 and 31st October 2019£9.00 £6.00

Membership runs from the date of joining until the end of 2019.
*Associate membership is for those who have paid a full subscription to another
U3A this year.
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LEICESTER U3A  meets on the second Tuesday of each month
(except August and December) at Christchurch, Clarendon Park Road,
LE2 3AH, and there are special interest groups that meet regularly in
members’ homes and elsewhere.

INTERESTED IN JOINING?
You can find out more about joining Leicester U3A by visiting the
website or by contacting the Membership Secretary.
Application forms are available to download from the website or
they can be posted to you on request to the Membership Secretary.

(Email: membership@leicesteru3a.org.uk Tel: 2911814)
The form includes information on where to send your application
and the annual subscription. 
(Details of subscriptions for 2019 are on page 27)
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