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 All meetings of Leicester U3A are currently suspended
 due to the Coronavirus situation

Message from the Editor

For a while, it was thought that in the current circumstances, the News-
letter would be suspended until the situation returns to normal. How-
ever, it was felt that the Newsletter could play a vital role in maintaining 
contact between the U3A and the membership, and for us all to share 
ideas, photographs, experiences and such like, pretty much as the News-
letter normally does. We will not be publishing any information or advice 
regarding the Coronavirus, there are myriad outlets for that information 
from agencies much better qualified than us to advertise it. Much of the 
work is done electronically, so direct contact is not an essential element 
in producing the Newsletter. So we’re going ahead with it almost as usual. 
You won’t see a printed copy, and some of the ‘old favourites’ you usually 
see won’t be there. No Groups List, since the groups are suspended for 
now. Nothing about speakers, the All Members Coffee Mornings, Com-
mittee Meetings, no Dates for Your Diary or Theatre Lists. You might 
wonder ‘Well what’s left after you take all that out?’. Well, as it turns out, 
quite a lot. Thanks to some of our regular contributors, plus a few others, 
we have a jam-packed edition of the Newsletter. It is hoped (by me) that 
we could have two editions per month, but that very much depends on 
people continuing to send me articles and photos.

So what are we hoping for? How are you managing with the social iso-
lation? Have your groups been able to carry on in some way, if so, tell us 
what you’re doing, and how you’re doing it. What do you miss? Are there 
any benefits to being at home all the time? Have you learnt any new skills 
or taken up any old hobbies, or are you planning to? Have you got any 
new projects on the go? Let us know, send us some pictures. How are you 
staying in contact with your family? Have you written any stories or poet-
ry? Painted any pictures? Taken any interesting photographs? If you have, 
why not share it with your U3A colleagues? I bet if you really think about 
it, there’ll be something you could contribute. Everyone has an interest-
ing story to tell, or something interesting to offer. We’ve got quite a few 
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Message from the Chair
I should start by explaining that, following the AGM 
I am the new Chair of Leicester U3A, Steph having 
had to resign for health reasons. She has put a tre-
mendous amount of work into U3A activities both 
as Groups Co-ordinator and, more recently, as Chair.  
The respect and gratitude that members felt towards 
her was evident in the warm applause she received at 
the AGM. She will be a hard act to follow. Fortunate-
ly, the Committee promised me that I would not be 
expected to keep up the pace she set.

In contrast to the problems we had last year 2020 got off to a good start 
for the U3A with sufficient people present at the AGM to make up a 
quorum.  Consequently, we were able to get all the formal business sort-
ed out, such as approving the budget and electing a Committee. Impor-
tantly we also approved the new constitution which should make things 
run more smoothly in future. So everything in the garden seemed rosy.  
And then?  And then everything went viral…. 

So all our activities have had to be put on hold because of the Corona-
virus crisis.  Of course the nature of the U3A is such that most of us are 
of an age that automatically falls within the government’s definition of 
‘vulnerable’ which means that we are expected to adhere to its strictures 
about staying at home more strictly than others.  Life under ‘lockdown’ 
certainly seems strange and it can be difficult to know what day it is 

editions to fill, after all.
Stay safe.
   
Attendance at the January Meeting: 100, all members, no visitors
Membership 2020 – Additions, Corrections and Updates
The membership now stands at 427

Margaret Potter (Membership Secretary)
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as all our social contacts and regular activities, including U3A Group 
Meetings, have vanished.  The important thing is for us to stay well but 
let’s just hope that this situation won’t last too long and that life can get 
back to normal as soon as possible.

Tony Davison
(Chair, Leicester U3A)

News from the Groups Co-ordinator
Hi everybody,
What a strange time we are living in!
Every month I look at my previous report to check all 
the groups which are in the making. There were eight 
groups in development, and a couple of suggestions 
for new ones after the AGM.

Current events put paid to that! But there will be a 
time, maybe a little far off at the moment, that we’ll 
start up again, and we have to look forward to that.
From the comfort of my gracious home to the comfort 
of yours, here goes!

First of all, a big thank you to Steph Smith, for working hard to put this 
Newsletter together. If there are enough contributions, we hope to in-
crease the regularity of it through the upcoming weeks and months, 
trying to give a lighter note and a little entertainment in the midst of all 
the news. It’s obviously impossible for us to continue our activities except 
online, and in contact with the group Convenors I’ve been keen to see 
what people’s ideas and suggestions are about doing something similar to 
their activities, but by email, and on the internet. I’ve received lots of sug-
gestions, and thank you for these. I hope to share as many as practicable 
with you in the coming months. You’ll of course be doing lots of things 
with the other organisations you’re in, there are lots of you eminently bet-
ter skilled and knowledgeable than me, and of course you all contribute 
by simply reading the Newsletter.

So, in place of my normal list of groups that need members, here is a 
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short run down of the ideas people have had:

-A Blog. Daily or whatever regularity you wish, of thoughts and chat 
which your group might have, from your subject through photos, to con-
versation about how you are, what you are up to. 

-Using Skype, or Zoom to see each other when you meet online. I’m 
sure there are lots of you who get in touch with your families this way at 
Christmas and other times, so you don’t need me to tell you what to do, 
but what about in the groups? I wasn’t familiar with Zoom, but apparent-
ly MPs use it…so it has to be reliable(!).

-There’s also an immense amount of research available online and we’ve 
certainly got the time now. WhatsApp and the free samples of books on 
Kindle are “under active consideration” to coin a topical phrase, in one or 
two groups as I speak! I’m in touch with other local U3As in the Mid-
lands, with some of them playing online Chess. Could you be online for 
other games? Do keep in contact with me with any suggestions and I will 
pass them on.

Take care and very best wishes, and speak to you soon.
Neil Taylor (Groups Co-ordinator)

Leicester U3A Facebook Page
Last year I started the Leicester U3A Facebook page, and we now have 37 
members. I know that many of you ‘don’t do’ social media, but it is prov-
ing to be invaluable in these difficult times. Many U3As have their own 
Facebook page, which is how I came up with the idea, seeing how other 
U3As get together online and share their ideas. 

In January, it seems like a lifetime ago now, I wrote an article in the 
Newsletter about our Facebook page, explaining that it’s not just about 
U3A matters, but about anything that takes our fancy or piques our 
interest. In our present, isolated situation, contact with likeminded others 
is vital, and as such, the Leicester U3A Facebook page could serve a very 
useful function of bringing us together just a little bit more. It is a pri-
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vate page, only Leicester U3A members can join and only Leicester U3A 
members can see the posts, or comment on them. So it’s a nice, easy way 
to stay in contact with other Leicester U3A members. You need to be on 
Facebook to join, as I know many people are, so why not give it a go? 

If you are on Facebook, there are other U3A pages you might be interest-
ed in, in particular U3A Keeping in Touch, which now has 2,200 mem-
bers (I’ve had to update this figure 3 times now, it’s a very popular page!). 

It was set up by the Third 
Age Trust on 18th March 
with the following aim: “...
for U3A members to stay in 
contact with each other and 
also a place to share ideas 
U3As are using to maintain 
learning and interests and to 
keep in touch.” Again, this is 
a closed group, and anyone 
joining has to be approved 
by the administrators. It’s a 
very busy page, with lots of 
info, ideas, jokes, pictures 
and videos. I would recom-
mend it.

Links to the Leicester U3A 
Facebook page and the U3A 
Keeping in Touch page are 
shown below.

Leicester U3A = https://www.facebook.com/groups/2734114269955484/
U3A Keeping in Touch = https://www.facebook.com/
groups/2833125070105668/

Steph Smith
(Leicester U3A Facebook page Administrator)
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Meet the Convenor

In each of these special, twice monthly editions of the Newsletter, there’s 
a new feature, in which a randomly picked Convenor will be interviewed 
over the phone. This edition’s random pick is Margot Comer.

Q: Are you originally from Leicester?
No, I was born in Derbyshire and grew up in Cheshire.

 Q: What work did you used to do before you retired?
I’ve had three careers really. I started off as a nurse, then I worked as a 
school secretary for 20 years. It was handy to have a school secretary with 
nursing experience. I always wanted to be a teacher though. I did play 
various instruments whilst I was at school, including the flute. I learnt on 
an old one of my daughter’s. When the music teacher at the school where 
I was secretary dropped her lessons, I offered to take them over. Then 
a music teacher who I knew moved away and effectively ‘gave’ me her 
pupils, and that was really the start. I was a music teacher for 25 years. I 
never had to advertise, it was all by recommendation and word of mouth. 
During this time, I played the flute in various groups and orchestras, in-
cluding the University Orchestra, The Clarendon Park Orchestra and the 
Leicestershire Orchestra, as well as various small ensembles. I had played 
the violin since my youth, I also conducted a youth orchestra and later 
took up the bassoon.

Q: What made you join Leicester U3A?
One of my adult pupils was a member of Leicester U3A and told me 
about it. I went to an Open Day, it was a very big event. I was so im-
pressed with the variety of different groups. I was very interested in 
French at the time, and Hugh Graham (Convenor of the French group at 
the time?) was very welcoming and persuaded me to join.

Q: How long have you been a member of Leicester U3A?
About eight or nine years.
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Q: What groups did you join to start with?
French originally. I suggested there should be a Music Theory group. That 
got established as Reading Music Made Easy and I’ve been running the 
group ever since.

Q: What groups are you Convenor of?
Reading Music Made Easy and Gilbert and Sullivan. I was Convenor 
of the Ukulele group for a while but have had to stop because of a wrist 
injury.

Q: What do you like about being a Convenor?
It’s quite a useful thing to do, and if you’re not comfortable with actually 
leading or teaching the group, you can still host it and someone else can 
lead it. So with Reading Music Made Easy, as Convenor I actually run 
the group. But with Gilbert and Sullivan, as Convenor I’m the host, and 
group members decide the activities for themselves. It’s not too demand-
ing, you can help get a new group started, it’s a good way to organise 
things. I was also keen to help with hosting the New Members Coffee 
Mornings, it’s a shame they don’t have them anymore. I also help out in 
the kitchen at the Monthly Meeting.

Q: What’s your favourite colour?  Daffodil yellow.

Q: What’s your favourite food?  Chocolate!

Q: What’s your TV guilty pleasure?  New Tricks.

Q: What was the last book you read?  The Titanic
.
Q: Sunrise or sunset?  Sunset.
 
My grateful thanks to Margot for her answers.

Steph Smith
(Editor) 
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Reports from the Groups and Individual Contributions

Too Much to Do

Photo by Henry Paulinski
Too much choice on the bucket list! Do I sort out the stamp collection 
or the wine rack? Pick up the guitar or the beer tankard? Tiddlywinks 
or Swedish, or Arabic, or Hindi? The CD collection needs to be digitised 
and the CDs sold on line together with unwanted books. Time for a beer! 

Pub Quiz Questions: Music

1. Whose UK number one hit mentioned Queen Isabella?
2. Whose top 20 hit would be a cause for rejoicing in Roman times?
3. Which Italian recorded Zorba’s Dance in 1965?
4. Madame Butterfly, Vivienne Westwood and Adam Ant were associated 
with this record producer, manager and recording artist, who is buried in 
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Highgate cemetery. Who was he?
5. Whose version of Secret Love made number 4 in 1963?
6. What links answers 1-5?
Answers in the next Newsletter..........

Henry Paulinski
(Convenor Bridge 2, Current Affairs 2, Bridge 2)

Digital Photography
The topic for the next meeting of the digital photography group 
was ‘light’. Of course, we are not meeting now and are largely con-
fined indoors but the brilliant sunshine of the last few days still pene-
trates the house and provides a subject. We can even show our work to 
each other by posting it to a Flickr group (though that is visible only 
to its members). The plan was to go out together in May somewhere 
 that would inspire our 

imagination. However, 
so far we are still allowed 
out separately for exercise 
and that will have to do 
for any outdoor pho-
tography.

Matt Matthew
(Digital Photography 

Group member)

Photo by Matt 
Matthew 
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Photos by Cliff Ault
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Crossword 2

This month we have a crossword submitted by the Cryptic Crossword 
Group. As an exercise, Cliff Ault supplied a grid, complete with words. 
The group have written the clues themselves, some easy, some not so easy. 
There are several types of crossword clues, including anagrams, hidden 
or embedded words, homophones, reversals, deletions, puns and so on, 
and this crossword has examples of many of these. No prizes for solving 
the crossword, and if you really get stuck, the answers are near the back. 
Good luck!
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CLUES ACROSS
  1 A street map in China - that’s remarkable! (7)
  5 Brief looks at good weapons (7)
  9 1 down sailor not in (3)
 10 Scrambled egg to start (3-2)
 11 We hear a simple Muhammaden leader (5)
 12 Musical head-dress  (3,3)
 13 Evocative account of a miniature painting (8)
 14 Our striving to think of a clue provides an example of it (6)
 15 SUV driver missed right diversion but still got through (8)
 18 Like some hair - giving up again? (8)
 19 One with pencil returns prize (6)
 20 Oppressive demand - or old lawsuit? (8)
 21 The end of a race reportedly (6)
 24 Parliament and I rejected this epic (5)
 26 La Boheme embraces a US resort (5)
 27 One representative is a little devil (3)
 28 Can a male fish be refined? (7)
 29 A German can be a company leader (7)

CLUES DOWN
  1 Concerning a match (5)
  2 A course for fans of Garfunkel? (3,12)
  3 Deep seated like corn in popular editor (9)
  4 Entrance for singular Bill IT entrepreneur (4)
  5 Magnificent - as well as happy what we wish the queen (8)
  6 Does the commander cook on it? (3)
  7 Candidates for this course, after tragic interview, resort to imaginative 
composition (8,7)
  8 Give up and cash in investment (9)
 14 Two of its interests: composting and ginger? (9)
 16 Inexperienced guy from America (9)
 17 Teach a learner to be relaxed (8)
 22 Some unworthy person might be this high (5)
 23 The prize you need for a date?
 25 Endless bottomless river (3)
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History 2 Group and the Coronavirus Situation

Our History 2 monthly Group Meeting was to be on Monday 16th 
March.  We debated within the Group during the previous week whether 
the Host was happy for us to meet, how many would want to come, and, 
if only a few, would that be cancelled?  All that changed on Sunday 15th 
March, when late in the evening all Meetings were cancelled, quite right-
ly.  How things have changed since then, and we all have our personal 
accounts.

On that Sunday, the Government made the announcement that in the 
next couple of weeks they may decide that over 70s may have to self-iso-
late, regardless of whether they had symptoms of the virus infection or 
not.

These are strange times.  Most of us in the Group during the rest of the 
following week spoke to someone else in the Group, and we all said ‘keep 
in touch’.  How were we to do that effectively as a Group, without the days 
drifting by?

Things changed quickly that week.  With much more restricted social 
contact, with meetings, conferences, meetings with family, holidays can-
celled, we were thinking a lot of how we get our food and drink and how 
we go on.  

Food deliveries instead of shopping (which we are still allowed out for), 
food deliveries from takeaways and restaurants that were now closed 
(we will see how that unfolds), exercise in the out-doors without social 
contact.

Telephone calls with video on WhatsApp, using Facetime, possibly meet-
ings with Google Group (said could be subject to SPAM) – all somewhat 
new and needs some understanding.
And later, Britain is now without pubs and restaurants, and only basic 
shops.
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We put forward some ideas of how the ‘History of Leicester University 
Project’ could continue by e-mail and on-line research, books, etc. (that is 
progressing – see other articles).

I came up the idea that we could have our own History 2 Group e-mail 
BLOG, by exchanging e-mails – it started 21st March and so far, it has 
been daily.  

With the amount of history stuff we have on file, and internet access 
links, we should be able to send something most days.  Other contribu-
tions can be comment, just chat, or one can just ignore it, and maybe 
come back to it later.

For those without on a computer, paper copies of the e-mails can be 
sent every few days, with prints of specific items of interest.  Conversely, 
things can be sent by post to circulate to the Group.

The subjects have been random and surprisingly diverse – History of 
Leicester University aspects, W.G. Hoskins and local history, Corfe Castle 
with Normans and Civil War, Whitley Court in Worcestershire, Family 
History Research, Butterfly identification, finances of Medieval Queens 
(as opposed to their husband Kings), past history presentation on ‘Cal-
endars, Past Money Systems and Accounting’, and chat – and we’re only a 
few days on.

We will be able to do some Group Talks/Presentations by the above 
method, but shortened.
We are all now ‘remote learners and remote teachers’ for the present.

Mike Bates,
(History 2 Group Convenor)

Architecture and Design

For our March meeting, at the suggestion of one of our group members 
who is also a member of the Leicester Progressive Jewish Congregation 
we organised a session about the Synagogue building and a role play 
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about the different types of Jews. 

Photo from 
the LPJC website

Miriam Levene (President of the Leicester Progressive Jewish Congrega-
tion) talked about the history of the building which was originally a small 
school and the changes that had been made since they bought the build-
ing in 1995, this included a beautiful stain glass window. An extension 
has recently been built at the side for children’s activities which blends 
in with the style of the existing building. Miriam also outlined how they 
accessed different funding pots to finance the extension.  Denise Berg-
man (Treasurer and Lettings Organiser) took over for a role play about 
the differences between Ultra Orthodox, Orthodox, Reform and Liberal 
Jews. Jewish members of the Group chipped in with their experiences. 

It was good to meet the people running the Synagogue and put faces to 
the names of people who arrange the hiring out of a lovely building for 
Architecture and Design Group’s ‘indoor’ sessions.

Veronica Matthew
(Architecture and Design Group Convenor)
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Medieval People
Rothley was an important place in medieval times. Rothley in Leicester-
shire is now a quiet village, but it has a great heritage. 

During the Saxon period 
During Saxon times Rothley housed one of the few Christian minsters 
which had a priest and held regular services. 
Christianity spread in England from 400 AD or so. Wandering preach-
ers held services at the roadside, and so called “Preaching Crosses” were 
erected where the local population could attend. Many churches and 
monasteries were built later near such Saxon crosses. There are several 
preaching cross shafts still standing, for instance in the churchyards of 
Rothley and Anstey. 
When the Saxons converted to Christianity, there were relatively few 
churches built. Cathedrals were the seats of the bishops, but they were 
few and far between. Some small chapels were established near preaching 
crosses. More substantial religious buildings, called minsters were estab-
lished for regular services with resident clergy and to act as the mother 
church of the nearby chapels. 
A minster was built by the Saxons in Rothley around 800 AD. Anoth-
er important reason for minsters was that they stood on consecrated 
ground. Burying the dead often meant a trip of several tens of miles with 
the coffin to reach the nearest minster. Indeed, excavation around Roth-
ley church found more than 300 Christian burials from the Saxon period, 
dated between 680 – 980 AD. 

The Norman period 
We know from the Doomsday Book that the parish of Rodolei, as Roth-
ley was known at the time, was part of the Saxon Royal Manor of “Stoke” 
which included 22 settlements east of the River Soar. It stretched from Ab 
Kettleby in the north to south of Leicester, and from Wanlip in the west 
to Marefield and Wycombe to the east. 
By the time the Doomsday Book was completed, chapels existed in the 
areas of Keyham, Gaddesby, Grimstone and Wartnaby. The Minster in 
Rodolei acted as the mother church over the area and the chapels. 
The Normans retained the Saxon Manor for the king. The minster was 
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rebuilt in stone. In 1170, the North Aisle was added and the upper struc-
ture was supported by round pillars. 

During the Crusades 
The Manor and the Minster at Rothley retained their high importance 
during the period of the Crusades. 
The Knights Templar, the military religious order established to support 
the Crusades, had extensive landholdings all over Europe and the Holy 
Land, received mainly as donations from kings and nobles, but they oc-
casionally also purchased land and buildings. The centres which admin-
istered land holdings were called Preceptories. The Preceptor, the local 
director of the complex, was an important member of the Templar Order 
but not necessarily a knight. Knights were fighting men. They and their 
retinue of servants and assistants were housed in Commanderies, the 
equivalent of military HQ and barracks. This is where the knights were 
trained and housed between battles. No commanderies existed north of 
France. 
The preceptories supplied livestock and produce for the Templars. Horses 
were in high demand, and horse prices doubled twice in the first 50 years 
of the Crusades. Many preceptories especially in southern Europe sup-
plied horses for the Templar army. The produce of preceptories was either 
transported directly to the commanderies and the Holy Land, or was sold 
at local markets and the proceeds contributed to the Templar funds. 
The Knights Templar first took possession of land at Rothley in 1203, 
when King John confirmed to them five vigrates of land there (1 vigrate = 
30 acres). A further 10 vigrates of land at Rothley were given to the Tem-
plars some years later, probably in 1218-19. The donor was likely to be 
John de Harcourt, born in 1180, whose sister, Alice married a Beaumont 
of Leicester. John (or his father Robert) was Constable of Warwickshire 
and Leicestershire. John’s eldest brother, William, governor of Tamworth 
Castle, had taken part in the siege of Damietta in the Holy Land (accord-
ing to Collins’ Peerage.) 
It is unlikely that a preceptory of the Order of the Temple was established 
at Rothley until Henry III in 1231 granted the Manor and Advowson of 
Rothley to the Templars in free alms. Henry III was anxious about what 
would happen to his body on his death. The London Templars, who 
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already held some of the king’s treasury as bankers, agreed to take care of 
this delicate matter. In return, the king granted his own Manor & Soke of 
Rothley to the Templars. 
As the Order had done in other places, they established a preceptory at 
Rothley to control their interests as Lords of the Manor. The Templar 
Preceptory at Rothley is now occupied by the Rothley Court Hotel. The 
preceptory building comprised a Hall as the living quarters (now the 
hotel dining room and the Templar Suite above) and an adjoining Chapel 
for their devotions (still standing beyond the dining room of the hotel). 
Above the link between the two was a small tower which has now been 
taken down. 

Photos by Terry Shepherd, on 
Wikipedia



20 u3asites.org.uk/leicester 

The revenue from Rothley was used to furnish a pittance for the Templars 
at Acre. Rothley was the only preceptory in England which was desig-
nated to pass on all its earnings to Acre in the Holy Land. The accounts 
of 1250 give the yearly revenue of Rothley Bailwick as £62 10s 5d, plus a 
rent of five marks from the Rothley mills. Early in the 14th century, the 
Templars had granges at Baggrave (Belgrave) and Gaddesby, where they 
themselves carried on farming. 

The end of the Templar period 
In 1307 the Templar Order was dissolved by the Pope. This came about 
by the manoeuvring of the French king, Philip le Beau. During the Sev-
enth Crusade, led by the French King Louis IX, grandfather to Philip, the 
crusading army was captured by the Arabs. The ransom to free the force 
was borrowed by the king from the Templars. By the time Philip became 
king, the Templar loan and interest was estimated by the king’s account-
ant to be equivalent to 150 years of the crown’s revenues. Not surpris-

 Photo by Kev747 on Wikipedia

The minster of Rothley, by now called a church, with its five dependent 
chapels, was appropriated by the Templars in 1240. 
Insert Pic Rothley Church
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ingly, Philip decided to get rid of the Templars, as he was unwilling and 
unable to pay the loan. In addition, confiscating the Order’s considerable 
wealth would have given the French king the funds he badly needed. 
To achieve his aim, Philip first had to control the Pope, the only world 
authority over the Templars. Guillaume de Nogaret, Philip’s prime min-
ister organised an attack on the elderly pope in Rome, who later died. 
Philip than insisted that Rome was unsafe and persuaded the Curia to 
move to Avignon in France, where a French Pope was elected. Philip held 
the Pope under virtual house arrest until the Pope agreed to dissolve the 
Order. Nogaret spread malicious rumours about the Templars to make it 
feasible for the Pope to initiate a trial of the Templars. 
The French Templars were all arrested on Friday, 13 October 1307 (a 
memorable date we still remember when we say that Friday the 13th 
is unlucky). Surprisingly, all Templar treasuries were found empty and 
rumour has it that 12 Templar ships departed during the night before the 
arrest to an unknown destination, presumably carrying the considerable 
wealth of the Templar treasuries. At the same time, the Pope instructed 
all Christian kings to arrest all the Templars in their territories. The only 
kingdom where the Templars were not dissolved is Scotland, because 
the whole country was excommunicated at the time, an unprecedented 
situation before or after. The Scots did not accept the papal letter, using 
the excuse of their excommunication. It is very likely that many Templars 
found refuge in Scotland at the time. 
The subsequent trial of the Templars in France and elsewhere found them 
innocent of the accusations, but the Order’s reputation was damaged and 
the Pope dissolved the Order. This gave the Pope the opportunity to exact 
his revenge on the French king. The Pope decided that all Templar prop-
erties would be inherited by the Order of the Hospitallers. 
The French king who felt deprived of the Templar treasures and lands 
exacted his own revenge on the Templars. In March 1314, after impris-
onment and torture, the last Templar Grand Master, Jacques de Molay 
and the Preceptor of Normandy, Geoffroi de Charney were burned at the 
stake in front of Notre Dame Cathedral. 
In 1308, following the Pope’s order, Rothley was seized by the Crown, 
together with the Templars’ other possessions in England. (Interestingly, 
the combined Templar treasuries of England yielded £40 10s 2d, less than 
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the yearly revenue of Rothley Bailwick.) An inventory of the Templars’ 
goods at Rothley, drawn up in 1309, mentions the Hall and Chapel of the 
Preceptory, and lists the livestock, including more than 350 sheep and 
lambs. 
The Preceptory of Rothley thus came to an end, though its lands were 
later transferred to the Hospitallers. The minster of Rothley became the 
parish church of Rothley during the rule of Elizabeth I. 

E. K. Somogyi
(Medieval People Group Member)

History 2
History of Leicester University
As you probably have read, Elisabeth Somogyi was planning a first 
meeting on the 25th March regarding Leicester U3A’s planned Research 
Project with Leicester University on the ‘University of Leicester History 
Project’.  As you know that meeting has had to be cancelled because of 
the current situation, but liaison is going on with Leicester University to 
continue with a different format of remote research.

In the meantime, one can look at some of the details of the Project as it 
was previously envisaged – on the Leicester University website:
https://www2.le.ac.uk/library/find/specialcollections/our-history/univer-
sity-of-leicester-history-project

As per Leicester University Library website:
https://www2.le.ac.uk/library/find/specialcollections/our-history/
our-founders-1/our-founders
‘The founding of Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland College in 1921 
was the result of four years of debate, organisation, and fundraising to 
achieve the goal of establishing a higher education institution in Leices-
ter as what Dr Astley Clarke described as a ‘living memorial’ to the First 
World War.

Thomas Fielding Johnson
In 1919, he secretly purchased the site of the former 5th Northern Gener-
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al military hospital and later donated it to the university cause.  The pur-
chase was a site totalling 37 acres, six of which were designated for use 
by the College, with the remainder for two Wyggeston Grammar Schools 
(Boys and Girls).  The campus remains on this site, and the original 
building was named the Fielding Johnson Building in recognition of this 
huge gift.  His family home, Brookfield, on London Road, is now a part of 
the University estate as well, serving as the School of Business.
Obviously there is a lot more to the early history, some of which is on the 
above website, and a lot more yet to research of both the early and also of 
the on-going history.

Part of the history interest for me, and many others, is the work of W.G. 
Hoskins.  He was from Devon and originally a lecturer in economics.  In 
1948 Hoskins founded the Centre of English Local History at Leicester 
University College , where he was working at the time, and was encour-
aged by the Principal, Frederick Attenborough (father of David and Rich-
ard).  He came to live in Wigston Magna, just over the boundary from 
Oadby, where I live.  He wrote many articles and books on local history, 
one of which has photographs taken by Frederick Attenborough, and 
made local history available to everyone.  Although of their time, they 
make a very good read and lead one on to further modern research of 
the subjects. Some of his articles, can be read on-line in the Transactions 
of the Leicestershire Archaeological and History Society https://www.
le.ac.uk/lahs/publications/transactions.html, (also many articles by other 
authors).  He also appeared on television programmes.

Over is a lovely photograph from the Special Collections of the 1932 
University Staff.  Hoskins and Attenborough are there.  I have seen the 
comment that ‘half of them seem to be sharing a joke and the rest of 
them do not know what is going on’.

Mike Bates,
(History 2 Group Convenor)
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1932 University Staff
Back row: L. M. Sear (Registrar), W. G. Hoskins (Economics), G. E. 
Fasnacht (History), H. H. Gregory (Leicester City Museum, part-time 
teacher of Geology), L. Hunter (Chemistry), E. V. Whitfield (Mathemat-
ics), H. J. R. Lane (Adult Education). Front row: H. E. Whittle (Modern 
Languages), H. A. Silverman (Adult Education), H. D. Barnes (Educa-
tion), P. W. Bryan (Geography), F. L. Attenborough (Principal), Miss. E. 
N. Miles Thomas (Botany), P. Leon (Classics), A. S. Collins (English).

Coach Trip to the Avoncroft Open Air Museum of Historic Buildings

I am sure it will surprise no-one that we have moved the date of this trip 
from June 10th to Wednesday September 9th. Both Avoncroft and the 
coach company, Ausden Clark have been very understanding. If we find 
that the restrictions imposed by Covid-19 make a September trip impos-
sible we will move it to October 14th. If that date too becomes impossible 
we will arrange it in 2021.  We will review the situation at the beginning 
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of July.

Avoncroft has over 30 different buildings and structures that have been 
dismantled and then rebuilt in a beautiful rural location near Bromsgrove 
in Worcestershire. Lots of U3A members will remember pre-fabs, this is 
your chance to go back to your youth and see what they were like inside. 
Other buildings include a windmill and Worcester Cathedral’s fourteenth 
century Guesten Hall roof.

All photos from Avon-
croft website
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The timetable for the day will be:

8.45am Assemble in Glebe Road, Oadby at the entrance to the 
 Botanic Gardens LE2 2LD
9.00am Coach departs
10.30/10.45am Arrive at Avoncroft for coffee
11.30am Guided Tour
12.45pm Lunch
1.30pm Free time/tea
4.00pm Coach departs
5.30/5.45pm Arrive back in Leicester

The cost is £30 which includes the cost of the coach, entry fee, coffee on 
arrival, the guided tour and a light lunch. It does not include tea. There is 
nowhere to eat sandwiches under cover so we thought it wise to include a 
light lunch.

We would really appreciate it if you can pay by cheque. The cheques 
will not be banked until the situation with Covid-19 is clearer and we 
definitely know that we will be going in September (or October). If we 
have to defer the trip to 2021 we will have a completely new application 
process next year and we will destroy your cheque. Payment with cash or 
a bank transfer makes it much more complicated to refund your money if 
the trip is cancelled.

For insurance reasons the trip is only open to U3A members. If a non-
U3A friend wants to come to Avoncroft with us they must join U3A first!  

The Leicester U3A Secretary will be sending out an application form and 
these details to all the membership who are on e-mail. The application 
form will also be available to download from the web-site. Applications 
and lunch choices should be sent to the Trip Organiser, the Convenor of 
the Architecture and Design Group, Veronica Matthew at 83 Clarendon 
Park Road, Leicester LE2 3AH, telephone: 0116 270 3143, e-mail: ar-
chitecture3@leicesteru3a.org.uk.  Future Leicester U3A newsletters will 
update you on the plans for the trip in view of the current pandemic. The 
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closing date for applications is 24 July if the trip goes ahead in September. 
The £30 will be refunded in full if the trip is cancelled before 1 July, the 
amount of refund after that date is not known at present. It would really 
help if members can apply well before the 1 July so we can assess the level 
of interest.

Veronica Matthew
(Architecture & Design Group Convenor)

The Little Theatre 
Little Theatre Group donates to the Little Theatre 

We have enjoyed many excellent performances at the Little Theatre since 
the Group was formed little over a year ago. 

Due to the Coronavirus emergency, the Theatre had to close for business 
on 18 March, the day when several members of the Group had tickets for 
a performance. A quick email to the parties established that we would be 
happy not to receive compensation for our tickets. As a result, the Con-
venor emailed the Little Theatre to offer our ticket prices to the fund for 
extending the Little Theatre. We have received grateful thanks from the 
Theatre and they hope to see us again when they eventually reopen in the 
autumn season. 

Elisabeth Somogyi
(Little Theatre Group Convenor)

Puzzle Corner
Another new feature: contributors have been sending in puzzles that 
have tickled their fancy on the internet, and set their little grey cells into 
action. Though we can’t always credit the authors of these puzzles, as 
they’ve been copied and shared many, many times on Twitter and Face-
book, we’re happy to credit the members who send them in. The answers 
to each puzzle will be in the next edition of the Newsletter.
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Puzzle created by Annie Prouse, submitted by Leo Bychowiec 
(Leicester U3A Member)
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Crossword solution from page 10.
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About the Newsletter
Delivery

The Newsletter is currently only being delivered to members by email as 
a pdf file with one page per side.

Contributions
The deadline for items to be included in the Mid April 2020 Newsletter 
is Sunday 12th April. Contributions (from members) should be sent to the 
editor: newsletter@leicesteru3a.org.uk

If you want to submit your entry as hard copy, please contact the Editor, or the 
Secretary, to get an address to which you can send it.
I am always pleased to receive brief reports from groups about their recent 
activities and I extend my thanks to all the authors who have done so, so far. 
Please keep them coming. The occasional picture would be welcome as well.

When the current restrictions are lifted LEICESTER U3A will resume 
its meetings on the second Tuesday of each month (except August and 
December) at Christchurch, Clarendon Park Road, LE2 3AH, and many 
special interest groups will then continue to meet regularly in members’ homes 
and elsewhere.


