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Can you spot the Brimstone butterfly?
https://u3asites.org.uk/leicester/home
If this link does not open just copy and paste it into your browser
1

CONTENTS

Page

Membership Information

2

Message from the Chair - Tony Davison

3

Neighbourhood Watch
Programme – AGM Report
April
May
All members Coffee Morning

3
4
4
5
5

News from the Third Age Trust (TAT)

5

News from the Regional Trustee

7

News from the Network

7

News from the Groups Coordinator

7

Meet the Convenor

9

Reports from Groups and from Individuals
Discussion 2
Covid Cooking
Medieval People
Natural History
Classic Film Club
Architecture & Design
Summer Croquet

10
10
10
12
12
15
16
17

Puzzle Corner

18

About the newsletter

19

Puzzle Solution

20

Membership Information : The membership now stands at 379.

Margaret Potter (Membership Secretary)
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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR - Tony Davison
So, a new year has started for the u3a and there is something to be
pleased about. Following last month’s AGM we now have a full
complement of Committee members. This means that, as some of
us reach our sell-by date in twelve months’ time, there will still be a
hard core of members to ensure continuity after our departure.
Having said that, the election of Henry Paulinski to be our new Vice
Chair, means that he has had to relinquish his role as Publicity
Officer. This is an important post, as I have discovered when talking
to members of the public. Mention of the u3a too often prompts the
response “The u3a? What’s that?” We do have a continuing need to
raise awareness of the u3a in the general population so, if you feel
you could help, please contact any member of the Committee.
Obviously, if you have a background of working in the media or
public relations that would be absolutely wonderful but it is certainly
not a requirement. Leicester u3a is a local voluntary organisation not
a multinational corporation and the main requirement is enthusiasm.
If you want to know exactly what is involved, just ask Henry. We
have a particular need for publicity this year because it is the 40th
anniversary of the u3a and we need to draw attention to that and to
any associated events. This prompts another request; we need
volunteers to join the working party that is planning for the
anniversary. If you feel that you have a contribution to make,
please get in touch with Neil Taylor or any member of the
Committee.
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH WARNINGS
Ukrainian Crisis Warning – Neighbourhood Watch have begun to
hear about scams using the Ukrainian Crisis to extort or scam
money. Please be mindful of this and check the origins of requests
to support the crisis. If you come across scams please report them.
Visit their REPORTING SCAMS webpage for more information. For
safe giving see the article from the Third Age Trust below.
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PROGRAMME
General meetings normally start at 2:30pm. The doors open
to members at 2:00pm. Please don’t come earlier than that
as we are setting up and moving furniture and equipment
and there may be a risk of injury to you. Thank you for your
cooperation. We would encourage you to continue to wear a
face covering for the safety of everyone unless you are
medically exempt.
AGM REPORT – Membership Secretary & Minute Taker.
The AGM took place on Tuesday 8th March at Christchurch on
Clarendon Park Road. 63 members attended. It was followed by a
short committee meeting of the elected trustees to allocate posts on
the committee. Your new committee is:
Chair:
Tony Davison;
Secretary:
Ros Devine;
Treasurer:
Bob Holness
Committee members: Sandra Barker
Welfare & Hospitality
Angie Barnes
Karen Closs
Newsletter Editor
Bob Collins
Margaret Potter
Membership Secretary
Henry Paulinski
Vice-Chair
Phil Proud
Keith Pyne
Speaker Finder
Neil Taylor
Groups Co-ordinator
The Minutes of last year’s AGM, the accounts for 2021, the
membership fee for 2023 (£15), and the examiner for 2022 accounts
(Dave Barnes) were all approved.
APRIL MEETING – Tuesday 12th April 2022
Our speaker was to have been Roger Browne, a raconteur and
humourist. However, due to imminent surgery he has had to pull
out. Instead, our speaker finder – Keith Pyne – has secured a talk
on bats for us by Anne Gleave. The flying kind not the cricket kind I
hasten to add!
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MAY MEETING
Possibly a talk by the Air Ambulance or the Wildlife Trust, but still to
be confirmed
ALL MEMBERS COFFEE MORNINGS Sandra Barker – Hospitality

and Wellbeing

Thank you to everyone who attended the last coffee morning. The
next coffee morning will be on Tuesday 19th April.
NEWS FROM THE THID AGE TRUST
A message to Ukraine from the staff and Trustees of the Third
Age Trust which supports the u3a movement:
Our thoughts are with u3as in the Ukraine, their members, family,
friends and neighbourhoods during this terrible and unprecedented
time. We know many of our members wish to make personal
donations to the humanitarian effort in Ukraine. Please see
the Commissions guidance for safe giving to Ukraine.
For any of you that wish to make a donation in your personal
capacity, below is a link for The Disasters Emergency Committee
which brings together 15 leading UK aid charities to provide and
deliver aid to ensure successful appeals. The charities include
Oxfam, Save the Children UK, Age International, British Red Cross,
Cafod, Christian Aid and Islamic Relief.
https://donation.dec.org.uk/ukraine-humanitarian-appeal

Chair of the Third Age Trust, Liz Thackray

The last Board meeting was on 3 March. Amongst other agenda
items was succession planning.
This year five Trustees finish their term of office. Some will retire
and a couple may put themselves forward for a further 12 months,
but all have said how difficult it is to find a successor. In that respect
the Board is no different from many u3as!
We are planning some information sessions, but would invite all
members to consider whether they have experience of financial
management, governance or strategic planning – and whether they
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might be just the people the Board needs as Trustees. If that is you,
please try to attend an information session and find out more, or
speak to your regional/national Trustee about what the job entails.
We are also looking for people with experience of writing grant
applications or obtaining legacy funding. If that is you, please email
me and I’ll set up a meeting for those interested in looking at
assisting Trust to diversify our funding base.
Launch of Spring Learning Programme
The new spring learning programme has launched with a range of
opportunities for members to learn something new. Read more on
the u3a news pages.
Members can get involved with the u3a Book Group Forum, Logic
Puzzles for Fun, Extreme Crochet and Crafts, which will focus on a
new craft skill each month, starting with kirigami.
Find all the new initiatives and ongoing favourites on the learning
pages.
#GenerationWOW u3a has joined forces with Specsavers to share
the skills and knowledge of older adults in a new series of videos.
The #GenerationWOW campaign features the celebrity Steph
McGovern as she learns how to paint a landscape from her father
Eamonn. Other videos show Sherburn & Villages u3a member
Margaret creating a flower centrepiece using a shop bought bouquet
and Edinburgh u3a member Judith explaining the benefits of
laughter yoga.
We would love you to get involved in this campaign. If you have a
skill or interest you would like to share - no matter how zany please get in touch.
Check out the learning initiatives on the TAT website that
members can get involved with.

Editor’s note: There’s lots more in each edition of the Third Age
Trust Newsletter. Sign up to receive it direct at u3a.org.uk/email.
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NEWS FROM THE REGIONAL TRUSTEE – Jean Hogg
During what has seemed, to me at least, a long and difficult winter,
it has been good to hear of continuing activity in u3as across the
region. There have continued to be challenges concerning the
resumption of face-to-face meetings and we all need to continue to
make the decisions that are right for us. However, with the advent
of longer days and better weather, I am sure we are all looking
forward
I shall finish my term as your Trustee at the AGM on October 6th.
Please let me know if you think you may be interested in becoming
my successor. I am very happy to discuss the role which is busy but
also stimulating, interesting and enjoyable. I can be contacted on:
jean.hogg@u3a.org.uk or phone: 0744 322 1688
NEWS FROM THE NETWORK
TWAM - It stands for ‘Tools With A Mission’. They collect unwanted
and surplus tools, refurbish them if needed, and send them to
various African countries to help people to become self-supporting
using craft skills. They need people to donate tools and volunteers
to collect the tools and get them to their new Midlands
Refurbishment Centre. If you can help, please contact Paul Daley,
Pauld@twam.uk. It sounds a great way to help a worthwhile charity
and re-purpose tools that have probably lain idle for years.
NEWS FROM THE GROUPS COORDINATOR - Neil Taylor
All Leicester u3a’s groups are operating, or at least planning to start
activities. It’s great to talk to all the convenors about what they
hope to do, and any changes and developments they wish to make.
There’s always a solution to any problem!
Sign-up sheets, to express your interest in provisional groups, are
back on the Groups table at Monthly Meetings. Please also feel free
to suggest new groups, and also get in touch with me by email or at
the Monthly Meeting or Coffee Mornings.
Current Affairs 3 is almost ready to begin, and will meet this month
with me to decide its Convenor, time, date and venue, and to decide
a rough idea of its format, later this month.
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Please contact me on groups@leicesteru3a.org.uk in the first
instance. As soon as we have a good number for a provisional group
we can meet to organise a Convenor, and dates and times of
meetings.

Are you interested in having a go at bowls? Tai chi? These are

just two possible groups suggested to me, and do please get in
touch if you interested.
All Leicester u3a‘s groups are open to new members, and subjects
are never full – just our living rooms. We have a full range of venues
which we can book. All are accessible, and have been checked, and
get in touch for a full venue List

Groups Advertising for New Members

Orienteering: contact Dave Barnes on orienteer@leicesteru3a.org.uk
Architecture: contact Paul McCann on
architecture1@leicesteru3a.org.uk
Gardening: contact Angie Barnes on gardening@leicesteru3a.org.uk
Drawing: contact Paul McCann on drawing@leicesteru3a.org.uk
Poetry Appreciation: contact Helen Parsons on
poetry1@leicesteru3a.org.uk
Ten Pin Bowling: contact Richard Edwards (new) on
tenpin@leicesteru3a.org.uk
Bridge Beginners: contact Keith Pyne on
bridgebeginners@leicesteru3a.org.uk
Cryptic Crosswords 1, contact Diana Barker on
crosswords@leicesteru3a.org.uk
Modern novel: contact Helen Parsons on
modernnovel@leicesteru3a.org.uk

Changes to Groups

Architecture has changed its name to Discovering Architecture. The
generic email address remaining the same.
Jill Reville has stepped down as Convenor to Music Appreciation
Wednesday and Reading for Pleasure. Sincere thanks to Jill, whose
hard work over the years has made both groups important parts of
Leicester u3a.
No one has stepped forward to take over Music Appreciation
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Wednesday, so that will fold, but of course if there is sufficient
interest in the future, we can start it up again.
The baton passes to Mary Neilson for Reading for Pleasure, and all
best wishes for the future to her and the group.
Finally, Discussion 1 will fold, as no-one has come forward to take
over from the previous Convenor Erica Canfield.
Do of course get in touch with me at any time to ask questions and
make suggestions for new interests and activities, on
groups@leicesteru3a.org.uk and I’ll get it started.
MEET THE CONVENOR – Bob Hall (Making a Video and Digital
Photography Help)
Q: Are you originally from Leicester?
A: No. My home town is Hartlepool but have lived in Leicester for 50
years
Q: What brought you to Leicester u3a?
A: I guess it offered me the opportunity of meeting people with
similar interests to me
Q: What did you do before you retired?
A:I was technical manager at Thorn Lighting with responsibility for
designing and developing a wide range of lamps
Q:What made you join Leicester u3a, & when?
A: I joined the U3A in the mid 1990’s having been made redundant
at Thorn Lighting and needed to keep my brain ticking over
Q: What groups did you join to start with?
A:I was instrumental in developing the Science & Technology group
as well as promoting Digital Photography in the Camera group
Q: What’s your TV guilty pleasure?
A: watching snooker … it seems so easy watching the professionals
.. but impossible when you have a go yourself
Q: What was the last book you read?
A: I tend to read monthly magazines .. on History and Science

My grateful thanks to Bob for his time. (Editor)
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REPORTS FROM THE GROUPS AND INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS
News from Discussion Group 2 by ‘a member’ of the group
Another enjoyable afternoon at our comfortable new venue at the
Knighton and Clarendon Park Club on a blustery February day was
spent debating four topics. The Group agreed to keep the monarchy
and the BBC with some caveats and sympathised with the younger
generation’s economic struggles compared to many baby boomers.
We also heard how some of our former school pupils felt grateful to
their former teachers and mentors. Some of the Group stayed on to
debate the relative merits of Leicester night spots in the 1970s and
were treated to Neil's Humphrey Bogart impression.
Next month we look forward, inter alia, to recalling our earliest TV
memories, when we will reminisce about personalities like Gilbert
Harding, Robin Day and Liberace, as well as programmes like The
Army Game, Watch with Mother and Six-Five Special.
COVID Cooking

by Tony Locke - Member

I suppose it ought to be called covert cooking. It was a secret
pastime, easily interpreted as a sign of being stir-crazy.
Whilst shielding - an almost forgotten term - I amused myself by
setting out the food in baking trays to create pictures. My rationale
was, with the juxtaposition of ingredients, I might chance upon new
flavours - at least to me, but probably everyday concoctions to
competent cooks. So, asparagus, tomatoes, tangerines, grapes,
olives, sultanas and apples were used as part of the art palette.
When cooked with chicken and fish, they did add to the flavour.
Nothing original, but different for me. Usually, arranging food on a
plate was conventional - not remotely nouvelle cuisine
presentations. But, each baking tray or frying pan dish became a
“canvas.” So, not “Art on a Plate,” rather an “Installation in a
Cooking Utensil”.
Keeping in touch with family and friends was especially important in
lockdown. Creating something to laugh about was an added
ingredient. The dishes were another version of the cartoons,
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paintings and drawings I was doing to keep in touch in different
ways. Communicating with grandchildren was vital, but teenagers
and younger ones don’t always want to talk, though mine phoned
me with mature and confident conversations.
I decided to inflict the images of the dishes on them. There was a
subtext - the food was simple to prepare and cook - if I could do it,
they would excel. But, when I visit them, will they make me eat their
replicas of my Worthless Originals?
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Medieval People

by Peter Kilty, Convenor

I had originally started with the idea of a Medieval Philosophy Group
but found that such a topic was too narrow so it was decided to
broaden the study into looking at anything or anybody in the period
500 to 1500 in European History. We meet in people's homes and
one or two people start the topic. A discussion then ensues and we
also catch up on what is happening in our lives. It's a friendly
curious group willing to look at any aspect of life in the middle ages
and at the interesting people who lived then. Topics discussed,
following someone's research, have been medieval music, the
manorial system, friars, Joan of Arc, bowmen, scandals at the
Canons' houses in Selbourne and Leicester (anyone for a spot of
necromancy?), medieval machines and the Black Death. Our
meeting this month is one Robin Hood and I am sure that someone
will reminisce about Richard Greene as well. We have also sampled
medieval cooking at someone's house. Topics are amazingly varied.
To take individuals for example we have not yet looked at Abelard,
Boethius, Duns Scotus, Dante or Boccaccio. We still need to look at
castles, the Bayeux Tapestry, Margery Kempe (there's a Leicester
connection), troubadours, Becket, Muslim Spain, Jews, Eastern
Europe, universities. You name it. Sadly owing to death and
someone moving out of the area we have lost two good people. So
we would welcome new members. Oh by the way, I've just thought
of a whole range of local topics ; medieval churches, Wycliffe, Simon
de Montfort, Leicester castle, Burton Lazars, farming in Kibworth,
Wigston and the Midland peasant and the king in the carpark! No
expertise is needed just enthusiasm and an open mind.
Natural History Group visit 22nd March 2022 to Aylestone
Meadows.
‘Signs of Spring’ by Steph Smith, Convenor
A beautiful spring morning saw seven of the Natural History Group
venturing out for the first time this year. We met at Aylestone
Meadows for a walk through the meadows specifically to look for
signs of spring. A solitary walk through the area a few days
previously had led me to suspect that we might struggle to find
much to look at. I am pleased to say I was very wrong! I had not
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accounted for the
sharp eyes and
very keen
interest of the
group’s
members. We
were looking for
anything that
might indicate
that new life was
appearing, not
just plants, but
birds, animal life,
insects etc. The
birds were in fine
voice when we
arrived, and
throughout our
visit. However,
we were
somewhat
hindered in the
identification of
the birdsong we
could hear by the
absence of our
resident bird expert, Jenny Foxon, who, unfortunately, was unable
to make it on the day. So apart from the more common birdsongs
that most of us knew, we must have missed lots of species. We did
see blackbirds and magpies foraging in the undergrowth, and a
magnificent buzzard quartering the meadows high in the sky. The
main signs we saw, as we expected, were in the plant life. Most of
the trees are in bud, a few have flowers already, in particular, the
Blackthorn, and the male catkins of the Hazel. There were a few
herbaceous flowers, such as a very early-flowering forget-me-not, a
delightful, tiny Ivy-Leaved Speedwell, Lesser Celandines all over the
meadow, and gorgeous Sweet Violets peppered the ground. Many
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signs of further growth to come from the Cow Parsley and
Hogweeds, as well as Brambles, White Dead Nettles and many Jackin-the-Pulpits (aka Lords and Ladies, Cuckoo Pint) in the wooded
areas. There were also garlic-scented Ransoms with their sweet
aroma already evident starting to grow in many patches around the
woodland areas. Unfortunately we saw very little signs of animal life:
a well-used rabbit latrine, one bumblebee, and a solitary 7 spot
ladybird, having a rest on a leaf. A cuppa in a nearby café, then
home.
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Classic Film Club

by Neil Taylor, Convenor

Last month members of Leicester u3a’s Classic Film Club were
directed by torchlight to their seats, choc ices in hand, to view the
classic British film Brighton Rock, the 1948 film adaptation of the
Graham Greene classic novel starring a young Richard
Attenborough, repeating his West End theatre role of psychopath
teenage thug Pinkie Brown.
“What you want me to say is I love you. Well here is the truth. I
hate you…You make me sick”. So plays the cheap recording Pinkie
makes in a Brighton fairground booth, for sweet, naïve Rose, the
loyal wife he has taken so she cannot testify against him for the
murder she knows he has committed. Rose innocently cherishes the
record, wrongly assuming it contains Pinkie’s statement of undying
love. Having murdered a man on a fairground ride, Pinkie spirals
desperately to his end. He falls to his death from Brighton Pier
running away from the police. He has even persuaded Rose, a
Catholic, to share in a suicide pact, to go against her religion.
Brighton Rock was produced and directed by the Boulting Brothers,
also starring Hermione Baddeley as the brassy Ida, and teenage
actress Carol Marsh.
The film was shot in Brighton using extraordinary hidden camera
techniques, and captures footage of Brighton’s buildings and
architecture, residents and tourists going about their holiday
business, unaware that a film was being made. The backdrop of the
1930s Racetrack gangs and their straight razor fights are filmed with
real authenticity, and horribly fascinating, amongst a rich, shabby,
tawdry tapestry of humanity.
The Classic Film Club intends to explore more of the delights of the
decades of film history over the coming months, and plans a variety
of films. In total contrast, by the time you read this, we will have
seen the wonderful pleasures of Gold Diggers of 1933, with Ginger
Rogers, Joan Blondell, Dick Powell, and the pure genius of Busby
Berkeley’s choreography. Do come along and join us, at the Quaker
Meeting House, Clarendon Park, on the last Monday afternoon of
every month at 2.00pm!
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The Architecture and Design Group's Visit to the Great
Meeting Chapel on March 9th. By Veronica Matthew, Convenor
Dr Mike Drucquer invited the Architecture and Design Group to visit
the Great Meeting Unitarian Chapel in East Bond Street. It is the
oldest brick building in Leicester having been built in 1708, originally
for the Congregationalists and the Presbyterians. The current
owners, the Unitarians, took over in the early 19th century.
Mike was instrumental in obtaining grants to do essential work on
the roof structure, principally from the National Lottery Heritage
Fund, who donated £78,000 for both the repair and a Heritage
Outreach Programme. Mike gave us an excellent PowerPoint
presentation on the various problems the Chapel had had with the
roof. Its design was most unusual with a central sunken flat section
which is not visible from the ground. It was the faulty drainage from
this section that had caused the wet rot in the internal beams and
damage to the plaster ceiling.
We were shown round the interior of the Chapel, looking at the
various memorials and various quirks, like the places to put
umbrellas and the pegs for top hats. Internally changes were made
in 1866 with new pews, a large stained glass window and many
octagonal features: an octagonal pulpit, octagonal metal columns to
support the balcony and the design of the plaster work on the
ceiling.
Mike also showed us the garden and the restoration and repointing
of the Grade II listed boundary wall which is along Butt Close Lane.
Grants were obtained from Leicester City Council and Historic
England for this work, which is now completed.
Donations from u3a members amounted to £80 for the tea and
biscuits kindly provided by the Chapel. The sum was split equally
between the Chapel Roof Repair Fund and the Disasters Emergency
Committee Appeal for Ukraine.
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The group on their visit

Photo Anthony Matthew

Summer Croquet
Used to play golf, but it’s now a walk too far, or played putting
whilst on holiday? Come and give Summer Croquet a try. We play
the golf form of croquet on a tennis court size pitch, taking it in turn
to get our own or our partner’s ball through the hoop, but not that
of our opponents! However, with a bit of practice some can leap
frog their ball over the opponents’ ball to get through the hoop.
The ground fee is £2.50 per visit and the Leicester Croquet Club also
coaches the game for a fee of £25, which gives access to the club
for the whole of the summer croquet season with no further fees to
pay. A bargain!
We play at the Leicester Croquet Club, Monks Rest Gardens,
Vicarage Lane, Humberstone, Leicester, LE5 1EE, on the 2nd and
4th Wednesday mornings during the summer months, with all
equipment provided.

To contact the convenor – Janet Connolly – see your contact list.
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PUZZLE CORNER
A Sudoku (created by Cliff Ault – Member Cryptic Crossword group)

Solution on page 20
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ABOUT THE NEWSLETTER
Delivery
The newsletter is now being printed again. Those who have sent the
secretary stamps will begin to receive copies after any general
meeting they are unable to attend. If you would like copies posted
to you in future please send the secretary a supply of stamps with a
request and your full address. It will also continue to be delivered to
members by email as a pdf file before each monthly meeting.
Contributions
A big thank you to all those who responded to previous pleas for
articles. We need more contributions; please do write and tell us
about a group that you enjoy. We would love to see articles from
any member of a group and, if you prefer, we can publish it simply
as “member” rather than your name. DON’T LEAVE IT TO THE
DEADLINE PLEASE!
PHOTOS – Not ready to write an article? Perhaps you have an
interesting photo. We especially want those ‘stunning’ ones
for the front cover… Please remember to get permission from any
people in your photos for us to publish them. This permission will be
assumed if you send them to the editor. Also tell us who took them.
The deadline for items to be included in the May newsletter
is Friday 22nd April 2022. Contributions should be sent to the
Editor at: newsletter@leicesteru3a.org.uk
If you want to submit your entry as hard copy, please contact the
Editor for the postal address.
We are always pleased to receive brief reports from groups about
their recent activities and extend our thanks to all the authors who
have done so. Please keep them coming. The occasional picture
would be welcome as well. Please keep all articles to a
maximum of about 350 words. If you have a story or a report
that is considerably longer than that, we can edit it into two (or
more if it’s very long!) shorter articles to be published in subsequent
newsletters if we are short of space.

Karen Closs – Newsletter Editor
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Sudoku Solution

LOOKING FOR SOMEWHERE TO GO OR SOMETHING TO DO?
Have you checked the links in the ‘EVENTS’ section of the
‘CONNECTIONS’ page of our web site? Check out the ‘Visit Leicester’
link.
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